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$126M FLOOD $126M FLOOD 
PACKAGEPACKAGE

$50,000 $50,000 per small businesses, per small businesses, $75,000 $75,000 per growerper grower

Mayor’s Lake 
Bonney message

‘Council  
wants it 
opened’

FLOOD-IMPACTED Riverland residents and 
businesses have been urged to start applying 
for SA’s biggest ever disaster package.

The $126m package for River Murray 
communities includes money for residential 
properties, small businesses (up to $50,000 
each), primary producers (up to $75,000 
each) and blackwater/fish kills.      SEE PAGE 5

BERRI Barmera Council wants BERRI Barmera Council wants 
Lake Bonney reopened as soon as Lake Bonney reopened as soon as 
possible, and is frustrated at mixed possible, and is frustrated at mixed 
messaging about tourism-killing blue-messaging about tourism-killing blue-
green algae.green algae.

Responding to weeks of commu-Responding to weeks of commu-
nity conjecture, Mayor Ella Winnall nity conjecture, Mayor Ella Winnall 
has delivered an unequivocal mes-has delivered an unequivocal mes-
sage about the lake, which was sage about the lake, which was 
disconnected from the river system disconnected from the river system 
last month to protect community last month to protect community 
infrastructure, including the local infrastructure, including the local 
wastewater network.wastewater network.

A blue-green algae outbreak has A blue-green algae outbreak has 
seen Lake Bonney variously declared seen Lake Bonney variously declared 
both safe and unsafe over the both safe and unsafe over the 
Christmas/new year period, with SA Christmas/new year period, with SA 
Health’s latest advice – issued last Health’s latest advice – issued last 
Friday, just two days after SA Premier Friday, just two days after SA Premier 
Peter Malinauskas said the Barmera Peter Malinauskas said the Barmera 
tourism attraction was “perfectly safe tourism attraction was “perfectly safe 
to enjoy” – warning people against to enjoy” – warning people against 
swimming and diving in the water.swimming and diving in the water.

Ms Winnall this week said she Ms Winnall this week said she 
wanted the lake reopened as soon as wanted the lake reopened as soon as 
practical, and admitted that access-practical, and admitted that access-
ing accurate and timely information ing accurate and timely information 
from government agencies had been from government agencies had been 
“incredibly difficult”.“incredibly difficult”.

PAGE 4 PAGE 4 FULL STORYFULL STORY

Need a ride across the river?Need a ride across the river?

FERRY HELPFUL: A Waikerie houseboat operator is offering a free pontoon boat service to the community to help fill the gap caused by the 
closure of the Waikerie ferry due to the River Murray flood. Waikerie BankSA branch manager Naomi Campbell (left) is pictured yesterday taking 

up the offer of Green and Gold Houseboats owners James (pictured) and Ruth Copeland. SEE PAGE 17
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SEE INSIDE FOR CATALOGUE

THE Riverland needs a trigger 
point for lifting restrictions 
on recreational activities on 
the River Murray, the State 
Opposition says.

The river was effectively 
closed to all recreational users 
on December 20, due to safety 
concerns stemming from the 
high flows, before the SA gov-
ernment last week reversed its 
ban on shoreline fishing.

The flood’s peak is now pass-
ing through the Riverland and 
the state opposition says once 
flows decline to a certain level, 
the river must reopen to all 
users, to provide a much-needed 
boost to the region.

“The bans on swimming, 
fishing and boating have been 
incredibly tough on our river 
communities at a time when the 
River Murray is usually flour-
ishing with both locals and 
tourists,” said State Opposition 

Leader, David Speirs.
“The ban on recreational 

activities as well as the sham-
bolic way in which they were 
communicated have had a sig-
nificant social and economic 
impact on a region already hurt-
ing.

“Of course, safety must be 
the top priority, but the restric-
tions shouldn’t be in place one 
day longer than necessary. 

“The Malinauskas Labor 
Government must nominate a 
specific flow level that acts as 
a trigger point for when these 
restrictions can be lifted – even 
if it’s done bit by bit as peak 
water levels travel down the 
river.”

A State Government spokes-
person defended the restrictions, 
but said steps were being taken 
to lift them as soon as possible.

“The State Government has 
followed expert advice that 

the restrictions on recreational 
aquatic activity on the River 
Murray are necessary to ensure 
public safety, to ensure the 
integrity of levee banks, and to 
keep as many properties con-
nected to the power grid as pos-
sible,” the spokesperson said.

“However, the government 
recognises the imposition these 
restrictions place on communi-
ties.

“To that end, the Premier 
announced on Thursday that 
the State Emergency Centre 
had been instructed to develop 
a framework for the gradual lift-
ing of restrictions as peak flows 
and risks subside.

“The  S ta t e  Emergency 
Service ,  SAPOL and the 
Department of Infrastructure 
and Transport are currently 
developing that framework.”

Riverland-based SA Liberal 
spokesperson for the River 

Murray, Nicola Centofanti, said 
it was “imperative” that any 
changes to rules were communi-
cated clearly.

“When these recreational 
bans were first introduced, the 
messaging was confusing and 
ultimately it hurt local business-
es, with some operators closing 
down,” Dr Centofanti said.

“Safety must always come 
first, but some of these restric-
tions – particularly those that 
were placed on fishing – were 
an overreach.

“It’s essential that as these 
restrictions are wound back the 
Malinauskas Labor government 
communicates these changes 
clearly so all river users can 
make informed decisions going 
forward.”

The peak flow passed through 
Renmark last week.

SPECIFIC thresholds 
t o  e a s e  R i v e r 
Murray restrictions 
in SA would give 
Riverlanders “much-
needed certainty” and 
provide the region 
w i t h  a  w e l c o m e 
mid-summer boost, 
Cha ffey  MP Tim 
Whetstone says.

Mr Whetstone was 
one of the strongest voices among the SA 
Liberals to call for the State Government to 
implement trigger points for reopening the 
river to all recreational activities.

“We are calling for a specific measure at 
which point the river will be reopened so that 
all South Australians can experience this one-
in-50-year-event safely,” Mr Whetstone said.

“Summer is a prime time for recreational 
activities along the river and local residents 
are telling me they’d like to know exactly 
when they – and visitors to our community – 
can get out and enjoy all the river has to offer.

“We understand certain watercraft rules 
must remain in place to protect levees, but 
we see no reason why other restrictions can’t 
be lifted once flows decline below a certain 
level.”

No restrictions are in place in Lake 
Bonney, however SA Health has warned peo-
ple against swimming in the lake and ingest-
ing any water.

L a s t  w e e k ,  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  f o r 
Infrastructure and Transport removed the 
4-knot speed limit on Lake Bonney for all 
personal watercraft.

Member for Hammond Adrian Pederick 
acknowledged that the restrictions would 
need to be lifted in a “staggered way”.

However, he said locals “shouldn’t be left 
in the dark” about when that happens.

Tim’s plea 
for summer 
‘certainty’

Flood EVENT

Tim Whetstone

Call for river trigger points
QUIET RIVER: The normally busy Renmark stretch of the River Murray was dormant on Boxing Day, due to a ban on recreational river 

activities. INSET: Liberal MLC Nicola Centofanti says the recreational bans have “hurt local businesses”. MAIN PHOTO: Grant Schwartzkopff

Flood EVENT
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A  BA R M E R A  wo m a n 
who dedicated more than 
four decades to educating 
local children, advocating 
f o r  t h e  e nv i r o n m e n t 
and volunteering in the 
community has been named 
Berri Barmera Council’s 
Citizen of the Year.

Recently retired Barmera 
Primary School teacher 
Glenys  Mat thews  wi l l 
receive the award at coun-
cil’s Australia Day ceremo-
ny, to be held in Barmera 
later this month.

Mrs Matthews, 66, said 
being named Citizen of the 
Year was a “fantastic hon-
our”.

“I feel a bit shellshocked 
because I had no idea any-
one would even contemplate 
nominating me,” she said.

“You jus t  do  th ings 
because you want to do them 
and you think somebody 
might benefit from what 
you’re doing, so it’s quite a 
surprise.”

Mrs Matthews, who first 
moved to Barmera at age 
10, has been an advocate 
for environmental educa-
tion, taking students to the 
International Kids Technical 
Kids Conference to discuss 

environmental issues from 
1999 to 2019 and running 
the Barmera Primary School 
Environmental Expo for the 
past 10 years.

She also received the 
Environmental Education 
of the Year award for the 
Upper Murray in 2010, and 
has been involved with Berri 
Barmera Landcare for a dec-
ade.

“When I started teaching, 
I began over at Moorook and 
there was an opportunity 
there to do a lot of walk-
ing through the scrub areas 
and the riverfront with the 
kids, and I became interested 
in conserving what we’ve 
got for the future,” Mrs 
Matthews said.

“I realised how impor-
tant it was for the kids to be 
involved so that they grow 
up to carry on the same 
idea of wanting to preserve 
nature and the environment.”

As a  volunteer,  Mrs 
Matthews has been involved 
with various events includ-

ing the Riverland All Cars 
Day and the Big River 
Reg iona l  S t r ee t  Road 
Nationals.

Mrs Matthews also vol-
unteered  her  t ime for 
Barmera’s centenary cel-
ebrations in 2021, setting 
up shop window displays, 
ass i s t ing  wi th  wr i t ing 
and editing the Barmera 
Centenary Book and helping 
run the Barmera Centenary 
Auto Street Party.

“I’m very passionate 
about history and wanting 
to perpetuate history so we 
don’t lose the past,” she said.

“I feel it’s really impor-
tant to know where we’ve 
come from.”

Mrs Matthews has also 
taken part in the Riverland 
Rose and Garden Festival, 
s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  R oy a l 
Flying Doctor Service, and 
has organised a Biggest 
Morning Tea each year at 
the Barmera Primary School 
raising money for the Cancer 
Council. 

“Because I’ve retired 
doesn’t mean I’ll be stepping 
away from those things that 
have been really important 
for helping other people,” 
she said.

Meanwhile former Berri 
Regional Secondary College 
student Kale Karpany was 
named Berri  Barmera’s 
Young Citizen of the year 
for his advocacy for local 
Aboriginal youth.

Kale led the college’s 
Student Leadership Council 
in 2022, organising various 
projects including raising 
over $10,000 for Riverland 
Relay for Life.

In the sporting arena, 
Kale has coached, umpired, 
volunteered and played for 
local football, softball and 
baseball teams, being select-
ed for multiple regional and 
state sides.

He has also received 
the MADEC Leadership 
Scholarship and STEM 
Scholarship to help him pur-
sue his goals of becoming a 
construction manager.

The  River land  Auto 
Street Party was awarded 
Community Event of the 
Year, with 220 vehicles and 
2000 people attending the 
five-hour event in Barmera.

Despite being a free 
event, $2500 was raised 
through gold coin donations 
for the Royal Flying Doctor 
Service.

The  newly  comple t -
ed  Be r r i  Men’s  Shed 
at the Berri Church of 
Christ received the coun-
cil’s Building a Better 
Community Award, with 
the shed providing its more 
than 100 members a place 
to work on projects while 
allowing them to socialise 
and improve their wellbeing.

Mayor El la  Winnal l , 
along with elected members, 
congratulated all award win-
ners.

“Again, we have had some 
excellent nominations this 
year,” she said.

“We are very fortunate to 
have so many active people 
doing great things in our 
community.”

josh.brine@murraypioneer.com.au

By
JOSH
BRINE

It’s good to go to someone you know!Old Sturt Highway, Berri  |  (08) 8582 2144

START 2023
THE RIGHT
WAY WITH

TRADESMART

START 2023START 2023

Generous Generous 
Glenys earns  Glenys earns  
Citizen of the Citizen of the 

Year nodYear nod

Newly 
crowned Berri 
Barmera 
Council 
Citizen of the 
Year Glenys 
Matthews at 
her Barmera 
home holding 
the story on 
her recent 
retirement 
from the 
Barmera 
Primary 
School, 
which was 
featured in 
the December 
14 edition of 
The Murray 
Pioneer. 
PHOTO: 
Alexandra Bull

Former Berri Regional Secondary College student Kale 
Karpany was named the district’s Young Citizen of the Year. 

PHOTO: Facebook
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08 8582 2887

admin@holtham.com.au

holtham.com.au

@holthambuildingandconstruction 

Extensions  |  Renovations  |  Construction 

Riedel Lane, 14th Street,  
Renmark SA 5341

Phone: 8586 4411

AUTO ELECTRICAL & MECHANICAL REPAIRS

WE SERVICE,  
WE REPAIR,   
WE CARE!

We service all makes and models.

JOSH BRINE
BERRI Barmera Council is set 
to begin public engagement 
tomorrow on plans to replace 
the almost 100-year-old Lake 
Bonney jetty following structural 
damage last year.

The council voted to endorse 
a communication and engage-
ment plan for the designing of 
a replacement for the jetty at a 
meeting late last year, with the 
intention for the final concept 
designs for the replacement to be 
delivered in April 2023.

Council CEO Dylan Strong 

said as part of the first phase 
of planning, a community 
workshop would be held at the 
Barmera Club on Thursday, 
January 5, with a “walking 
engagement” along the lake’s 
foreshore including the skate 
park.

“Council is working in part-
nership with lead consultants 
Landskap to finalise the project 
program and engagement dates 
for the Barmera jetty redevelop-
ment,” he said.

“Engagement material will 
also be available at the Berri 

Barmera Council office, libraries 
and online. 

“Council will work closely 
with local schools and students 
to develop their ideas.”

Three draft concept plans have 
been put forward for the jetty, 
including a like-for-like replace-
ment, extended version of the 
existing version and a third 
option to develop ideas from the 
community put forward during 
public engagement.

“Indicative costings will be 
provided to allow for transparen-
cy during the design and engage-

ment phases,” Mr Strong said.
“Following council endorse-

ment of the three draft concept 
plans, phase two community 
consultation will commence. 

“At the appropriate time, 
council will seek external fund-
ing.”

In a report to council, project 
and technical services co-ordina-
tor Kim Seekamp said the three 
concept plans would be present-
ed for public consultation, with 
a preferred design to be selected 
and presented for a second round 
of consultation.

Engagement to start on historic jetty replacement

Mayor: Mayor: 

PAUL MITCHELL
BERRI Barmera Council wants Lake 
Bonney reopened as soon as possible, and is 
frustrated at mixed messaging about tourism-
killing blue-green algae.

Responding to weeks of community spec-
ulation, Mayor Ella Winnall has delivered an 
unequivocal message about the lake, which 
was disconnected from the river system last 

month to protect community infrastructure, 
including the local wastewater network.

A blue-green algae outbreak has 
seen Lake Bonney variously declared 
safe and unsafe over the Christmas/
new year period, with SA Health’s latest 
advice – issued last Friday, just two days 
after SA Premier Peter Malinauskas said 
the Barmera tourism attraction was “per-
fectly safe to enjoy” – warning people 
against swimming and diving in the water. 
Ms Winnall this week said she wanted the 
lake reopened as soon as practical, and 
admitted that accessing accurate and timely 
information from government agencies had 
been “incredibly difficult”.

“There’s been many times throughout 
when just as the state government and coun-
cil have been preparing the message to share 
with the community, we receive a phone call 
that the situation has changed and we all 
need to wait for new advice,” Ms Winnall 
said in a comprehensive Lake Bonney state-
ment, issued to The Murray Pioneer.

SA Health tests taken on Monday showed 
algae levels remained above safe limits for 
swimming, however Ms Winnall said the 

situation could turn around quickly.
“By Wednesday, when this is published, 

we could have had another round of test 
results from SA Health saying something 
different,” she said.

Lake Bonney has been blocked off at 
Nappers Bridge, stirring bad memories for 
some sections of the Barmera community 
after the lake was controversially disconnect-
ed in the late 2000s during the Millennium 
Drought.

Ms Winnall said she shared the commu-
nity’s concern about the latest disconnection.

“Having the lake temporarily disconnect-
ed from the river system has been distressing 
for a big part of our community,” she said.

“The lake is incredibly important to eve-
ryone in Barmera, and the community feel 
that whether it’s drought or flood, they just 
can’t win.

“At the end of the day, I don’t ever want 
to see the inlet need to be closed again and 

I’m sure the community are right behind us 
on that.

“From council’s perspective, there will be 
a huge relief when we receive the directive 
to open the inlet, which I’m told could be a 
matter of days.”

A pump has recently been installed at 
Nappers Bridge to circulate some fresh water 
into the lake, however Ms Winnall – only 
elected in late November – said taking that 
action may have impacted the algae problem.

“The new council was formed on the 
Tuesday before the inlet was closed on the 
Friday, and by Saturday we had managed to 
get all agencies on a call to try to resolve a 
number of concerns,” she said.

“A t  t h a t  m e e t i n g ,  w e  s u g g e s t -
ed  pumps  be  ins ta l led  to  cont in -
ue pushing fresh water into the lake. 
“Unfortunately, pumps weren’t put in 
until algae had already started to form and 
although I think everyone can see that strat-
egy seems to be working, I wonder if having 
them in from the start could have at least pre-
vented the algae.”
PAGE 10 Mayor’s entire Lake Bonney statement

Berri Barmera Mayor Ella Winnall chats with SA Emergency Services Minister Joe Szakacs at Lake Bonney. PHOTO: Paul Mitchell

Flood EVENT

We want it We want it 
reopenedreopened
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FLOOD-IMPACTED Riverland residents 
and businesses have been urged to start 
applying for South Australia’s biggest ever 
disaster package, announced yesterday.

The $126m disaster assistance for SA 
River Murray communities includes money 
for residential properties, small businesses 
(up to $50,000 each), primary producers (up 
to $75,000 each), waste management, and 
blackwater/fish kills.

The joint Federal and State Government 
announcement – which is on top of $51m 
announced in late November – came as the 
flood peak passes through the Riverland, 
reaching Berri this week on its way to 
Loxton.

Prime Minister Anthony Albanese, who 
visited the Riverland last month, said the 
package would provide “invaluable support 
to residents, farmers and businesses to recov-
er from this flooding disaster”.

“The quicker we recover, the sooner we 
can begin investing in mitigation to lessen 
the impact of events like this in the future,” 
Mr Albanese said.

Residents and businesses in nine South 
Australian local government areas – includ-
ing the three Riverland councils, plus the 
Mid Murray Council – can apply for the 
range of assistance measures that aim to help 
them “clean up, get back to business and 
back into homes”.

The assistance available includes:
qProperty assessment and essential 

services reconnection: $10m to assess dam-
age to primary residential properties includ-

ing structural damage, electrical infrastruc-
ture and reconnection of services.
q Small business recovery grants: 

$9.3m (up to $50,000 per business) to help 
affected businesses get up and running again. 
qPrimary producer recovery grants: 

$45.9m (up to $75,000 per producer) for 
clean-up and reinstatement of the primary 
producer businesses.
qWaste management program: $60m 

for assessment of hazardous waste, includ-
ing disposal, and other waste-management 
activity. 
qBlackwater: $800,000 to assist with 

clean-up of large-scale fish kills. 
qLegal assistance: $250,000 for legal 

assistance for affected people and businesses. 
Further measures being provided through 

a separate funding process include $5m for 
a range of activities relating to flood mitiga-
tion and recovery for impacted councils, and 
$250,000 for mentors for rural businesses 
and financial counselling support for fami-
lies.

SA Premier Peter Malinauskas said that 
while river communities had been been 
“united, resourceful and courageous” 
throughout the flood event, they would soon 
need additional help.

“We know we have a significant clean-up 
ahead,” he said.

“Getting to work quickly will be vitally 
important for communities to recover and 
thrive.

“That’s why we’ve been working extreme-
ly closely with the Commonwealth to help 

our communities…to not just get back on 
their feet, but thrive.

“I’m pleased today to be able to announce 
this additional $126.25m in funding to help 
them put recent events in the past, and look 
to the future.”

Federa l  Emergency  Management 
Minister Murray Watt, who also toured the 
Riverland recently, was on hand for yester-
day’s announcement and described it as the 
“largest support package ever” for South 
Australia.

“(It) reflects the extent of damage we’ve 
seen,” Mr Watt said.

“We know it’s going to be a long road to 
recovery, but this new funding means that 
people will have access to the immediate, 
impactful support they need to start to clean 

up, repair, rebuild and recover.
“The Albanese Government is committed 

to ensuring communities in South Australia 
are better prepared and can recover quicker 
from natural disasters.

“We will continue to work very closely 
with the Malinauskas Government to pro-
vide assistance and support as and when it’s 
needed.”

HOW TO ACCESS THE GRANTS:
FOR information about the latest round of 
grants released yesterday, contact the South 
Australian Relief hotline on 1800 302 787 or 
visit sa.gov.au/floods.

Further information on disaster assistance 
can be found on the Australian Government’s 
Disaster Assist website.

Governments announce up to $50,000 per small business & $75,000 per grower

Monster $126m 
flood package

South Australian Premier Peter Malinauskas yesterday announcing the joint Federal and State 
Government $126m disaster assistance package, accompanied by SA SES CEO Chris Beattie 

(left) and Federal Emergency Management Minister Murray Watt. PHOTO: supplied

PAUL MITCHELL
THE SA Premier travelled 
to Renmark last Thursday to 
drop three significant pieces 
of news, including that the 
River Murray flood had 
officially peaked in the town.

Peter Malinauskas flew 
over Lake Bonney before 
landing in Renmark for a 
media conference, flanked 
by the local mayors, then 
heading to Berri.

“The good news is that 
the peak has now occurred 
here  a t  Renmark,”  Mr 
Malinauskas said.

“We’ve had five consecu-
tive days where the flows 
coming across the border 
have actually declined and 
overnight we saw the water 
level here at Renmark drop 
for the first time in a long 
time.

“That’s a trend that we 
expect to continue over the 
coming days. As the peak 
makes its way slowly but 
gradually down the river, 
that will present challenges 
for (some) communities, but 

relief for others.”
Mr Malinauskas also said 

Renmark levees were “per-
forming well” and keeping 
the town operating as close 
to normal as possible.

“They continue to be 
monitored on an active basis 
but as they continue to func-
tion in the way that we hope, 
a lot of homes (and) a lot 
of businesses have been pro-
tected,” he said.

“That means the town 
continues to thrive and very 
much welcomes visitors 
from throughout the state and 
around the broader country.”

Concerns about the block-
ing of Lake Bonney and the 
banning of leisure activi-
ties on the river were also 
acknowledged.

Mr Malinauskas praised 
the local  mayors,  Ella 
Winnall (Berri Barmera), 
Trevor Norton (Loxton 
Waikerie) and Peter Hunter 
(Renmark Paringa), for their 
“leadership” throughout the 
flood crisis.

“I know it’s been a bloody 
challenging time,” he said.

The Premier also fielded 
a question on Lake Bonney 
from Barmera resident and 
former councillor Barry 
Fletcher, who was concerned 
about mixed messaging 
about the lake’s safety for 
recreational activities.

SA SES CEO Chr is 
Beattie also fielded ques-

tions and predicted the river 
would peak in Berri this 
week.

Mr Beatt ie also said 
Riverland demand for emer-
gency accommodation – 
intended for those displaced 
by the flood – had been 
“very low”.

Meanwhile SA Emerg-

ency Services Minister Joe 
Szakacs visited Barmera just 
before Christmas, aiming to 
sell the message that Lake 
Bonney was safe and open 
for business.

Accompanied by Ms 
Winnall and three children 
from the Barmera Aquatics 
Centre, Mr Szakacs under-

took a paddle in the lake, but 
was unexpectedly dunked 
when he capsized.

Since the visit and fur-
ther testing, SA Health 
has advised people against 
ingesting any lake water, 
however updated results 
are expected as soon as this 
week.

Premier in 
town for 
‘peak river’

SA Premier Peter Malinauskas (second from left) in Renmark last week with Riverland mayors Peter Hunter, Ella Winnall and 
Trevor Norton. PHOTO: Paul Mitchell
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Why no dedicated 
river rescue craft?
FIRST of all, a huge thank you 
to SES for my evacuation by 
boat from the isolated property I 
am currently caretaking up river 
from Renmark.

Both Johnno and Jules, the 
pilots, were completely profes-
sional mariners who did a great 
job despite garbled instructions 
from SES control.

That’s not a criticism, but an 
observation of the Chinese whis-
per effect of directions to SES 
Hotline Adelaide, filtering down 
the chain of command via har-
assed and busy volunteers, to the 
local units at the sharp end.

I was a volunteer fire brigade 
secretary a while back, so am 
familiar with the problems of 
communications in underfunded, 
overstretched and undermanned 
rescue units.

Astonishingly, they were 
Marine Rescue, normally based 
in Yankalilla on the coast and co-
opted to map the river in flood 
and were the only operational 
rescue craft on the river that day.

They had to come from 
Loxton and it took them all day. 
They travel hundreds of kilome-
tres a week to fulfil their duty.

My point is this: During a 
major state-declared emergency, 
while millions is being spent on 
levees and mitigation, my home-
town of Renmark, a major river-
port, does not have a dedicated 
river rescue craft with trained 
crew, on emergency standby 
24/7.

Nor, I suspect, does Berri, 
Loxton, Kingston, Waikerie etc. 
Quite obviously there is a glar-
ing inadequacy in this present 
situation.

It’s a jolly good job I wasn’t 
clinging to a tree or needing a 
family rescued from the roof.

This matter must be addressed 
immediately at the highest levels 
of government, local councils 
and SES, as it is entirely possi-
ble we may have recurring high 
water for several years into the 
future, as we did in the 1970s.

However, it has been very 
heartening to see the way all 
the townspeople and the various 
levels of government, from fed-
eral down, have co-operated in 

handling this major emergency 
event.

We are all on a huge learning  
curve. We can only get better.

Best wishes to all, stay safe 
and for heaven’s sake don’t fall 
in the river until we fix this.

JOHN ALTY
Artist

Adelaide

Museum needs 
clean-up volunteers
DUE to the flood event the 
decision was made to move most 
Renmark Paringa Community 
Museum exhibits either off site 
or to higher ground on site.

Along with our small group 
of volunteers and teams from 
Aroona Farms, Rotary and 
Lions, all exhibits were moved 
in three days – a great effort.

A special thanks to YES 
Electrical for their use of their 
forklift and Norm Hood’s truck 
and crane.

The Renmark Paringa 
Council had repaired the levee 
bank around Renmark, within 
the museum grounds as an extra 
precaution. The council then 
built a levee bank to protect 
buildings and exhibits within 
the museum that couldn’t be 
moved.

Water levels were just 10cm 
from reaching the museum 
fence. Without the levee, if water 
had got into the museum some 
sections of the facility would 
have been over a metre under-
water.

With the river levels slowly 
dropping, museum volunteers 
are now starting to move exhibits 
back on display.

We have some members who 
have been unable to volunteer, 
as their properties have been 
flooded or can only be reached 
by boat.

But we are about to start the 
clean-up. If you have a couple 
of hours to spare, the Renmark 
Paringa Community Museum 
would appreciate your support.

We are open Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday, from 
10am to 3pm.

WAYNE HOWELL
Chairman

Renmark Paringa Community 
Museum

Levee bank walking 
in amazing event
I WAS excited when my son and 
daughter gave me a ticket for a 
one-hour flight over the flooded 
Riverland.

I was 11 years old when the 
’56 flood came down, so I have 
been watching with interest the 
building of the flood bank at 
Cobdogla.

The bank is at least three 
times the size of the ‘56 flood 
bank the locals built – using their 
block tractors – that saved our 
town.

This time around, when we 
learned about the flooding inter-
state I was extremely anxious 
because we did not know how 
high it would be, whether we 
would have to evacuate our 
house, where we would go, and 
if we could take our animals.

But once we saw how big 
the bank would be that fear 
subsided, and I feel so grateful 
to the Berri Barmera Council 
and to all those councils from 
outside the Riverland who sent 
men and equipment to help save 
our town.

However, I am miffed that we 
are no longer allowed to walk 
on our levee to keep an eye on 
the rising flood water for fear of 
being fined.

I just cannot believe that 
someone has the authority to do 
this, or even that it is necessary.

My daughter and I were 
walking along the top of the 
bank nearly every evening, 
along with many other local 
residents, after the work men 
had finished, and she was film-
ing the rising flood waters in 
order to keep an accurate record 
for the authorities.

There were no safety issues 
because the bank was solid and 
we were not walking near the 
steep sides.

We were able to watch the 
water rise across the flood 
plains and wetlands, delivered 
their first good soaking in years.

It has been amazing to wit-
ness the water birds flocking 
to the region, to see duckweed 
being swept along by the flow-
ing waters, and to listen to the 
hundreds of thousands of frogs 
at night, knowing that these 

were the first signs of a health-
ier river system than we have 
seen in years.

It is criminal that our govern-
ment has allowed so much water 
removed from our river system 
interstate that the river red gums 
and box trees that flourished 
on our flood plains have died 
through lack of water.

When the flood waters recede 
thousands of young trees will 
spring up, but they will die 
within the next couple of years 
unless more environmental flow 
is released into South Australia.

Last week my daughter and 
I went up to Renmark, and we 
drove around looking at the 
flood waters there.

When we crossed over the 
Paringa Bridge we drove around 
and parked near Bert Dix Park 
where there were families every-
where walking around to see the 
first big flood to reach our region 
in nearly 50 years.

There were also other peo-
ple driving around Renmark to 
watch this amazing event.

It makes me so mad that the 
Premier and the media continue 
to focus on the danger and the 
negatives of the floods, to the 
point that they are causing tour-
ists to cancel bookings in the 
Riverland during what is nor-
mally the busiest season on the 
year, by spreading fear.

People should be encouraged 
to visit the region to see the river 
at its best/worst. They may never 
see anything like it again in their 
lifetime.

Let’s hope it will not be 
another 50 years before our 
region experiences anything like 
it again.

It is time an independent 
agency is set up to look after 
our lifeline to make sure that the 
water from our rivers are evenly 
distributed.

And the first thing they should 
do is buy back water rights from 
overseas interests, and stop the 
greedy investors from owning 
water if they are not using it for 
irrigation or manufacturing pur-
poses.

It’s time to step up to make 
our voices heard to ensure our 
river system is healthy and that 
environmental flows continue.

ROSEMARY GOWER
Cobdogla

Nangari farming-pioneer, Nes Crase, 1982:Nangari farming-pioneer, Nes Crase, 1982: The month of January opens a new year to new 
beginnings. January 1910 was no exception, spawning a new beginning for teenage brothers, 
17-year-old Nes and 18-year-old Vin, 113 years ago. Their father had purchased 971 ha (2400 
acres) of scrub, 26km east of Loxton, 13km from the Victorian border. Born and raised in 
suburban Adelaide, Nes had been taught the essence and opportunity of hard work, resilience, 
and gratitude. To begin a new life as farmers, the boys, their horse and provisions travelled by 
paddle steamer to Loxton, but with no room onboard and without their spring-dray. Local Dick 
McCourt helped them by carting their gear – including a 200-gallon tank filled with water – 
along a narrow track winding through the mallee scrub until they found the surveyor’s peg that 
located the site of their tough new beginnings. Here alone, amid a tall, dense patch of native 
pines and howling dingoes, was their new challenge: young farmers to eke a living from the 
land. The lads soon discovered that, with no nearby river, and only salty underground water, the 
challenges were huge. Through drought, isolation, innovation and grit, they eventually made 
good. PHOTO: James Rackham
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THE YEARS GO BY BY PETER AND CARLA MAGAREY

UNLIKE in 2007, Berri Barmera Council is 
vocally against closing Lake Bonney.

However, new Berri Barmera Mayor Ella 
Winnall nails it in today’s Murray Pioneer 
by diplomatically lamenting the roadblocks 
presented by mixed messaging from govern-
ment agencies.

Most recently, SA Health’s position on 
the lake’s recreational safety or otherwise, 
due to blue-green algae outbreaks, has been 
inconsistent. There may be good reasons for 
that, such as algae levels fluctuating signifi-
cantly in a short space of time.

Just before Christmas, SA Emergency 
Services Minister Joe Szakacs good-
naturedly took part in media exercise with 
Ms Winnall, plus several Barmera Aquatics 
Centre kids. He intended to paddle around 
in the lake to show it was safe, and that the 
algae outbreak was confined to a relatively 
small section of the water body.

Mr Szakacs accidentally fell into the lake 
shortly after hitting the water. That was even 
better, because the minister was dunked, 
and emerged smiling and dripping, but 
unaffected.

Last Wednesday, SA Premier Peter 
Malinauskas flew over Barmera en route to 
Renmark, then noted at a media conference 
shortly afterwards that the lake looked “in 
outstanding condition” and was “perfectly 
safe…to enjoy”.

Kudos to Mr Malinauskas for talking 
up an important feature of the Riverland’s 
tourism industry, rather than making grim 
predictions routinely seized on by alarmist 
metropolitan news outlets.

However, at that same Riverland media 
event, former Berri Barmera councillor 
Barry Fletcher chimed in from outside the 
professional pack to ask how could it be safe 
for swimming if planned aquatic activities 
had been cancelled.

Then on Friday, just two days after Mr 
Malinauskas – with the best of intentions 
–  reiterated that the lake was open for busi-
ness, SA Health issued an official algae 
warning, that advised people not to ingest 
the water.

It also told anyone who had previously 
been swimming in the lake to monitor them-
selves for symptoms, including nausea, diar-
rhoea, vomiting and abdominal cramps.

As SA Health explained, the lake is being 
tested regularly, but given the rapid about 
face, it’s no wonder the council has been 
unable to send a clear message about the 
lake’s condition and safety.

The trend was seemingly set even before 
the lake was blocked off this time around, as 
many in the community seemed blindsided 
by the move.

In fluid situations like the current flood 
crisis, messaging will necessarily change, 
impacting other bodies, such as councils. 
However, these roller-coaster rides must be 
kept to a minimum.

In today’s Murray Pioneer, Ms Winnall 
has already flagged a review of “every 
element of the flood preparedness and 
recovery efforts” across SA.

Support for a complete review – even a 
Royal Commission – into Australia’s han-
dling of the Covid-19 crisis is growing from 
a whisper to a scream, as more startling 
revelations are uncovered and more voices – 
many initially silenced – finally speak up.

Reviews into such public policies, like the 
flood response, are necessary, not as witch 
hunts – although accountability is important 
– but to ensure processes are improved for 
the next time around. 

Mixed messaging 
not helping council



I hope when the lake is reopened 
that it won’t be closed again.

JC
Barmera

With the Riverland in flood the 
Berri Barmera Council in its 
wisdom has blocked Lake Bonney 
from the river. Most are not happy. 
Lake and river residents cannot 
be flooded (not that most of them 
would have been anyway) now but 
the water is green and has patches 
of blue green algae around 
Nappers Bridge. This is not good 

and can kill stock if they drink it. 
Will the media please alert council 
members of their disaster, which 
will only cause more anger?

CHRIS
Barmera

I watch and view the many people 
that come to see the rising river 
to experience and witness this 
magnificent event. I also see so 
many people so grossly overweight 
emerge from their cars. I wonder 
what cost to the community and 
our health system will eventually 

occur because of government 
policy that allows junk food to be 
cheaper than good, wholesome, 
fresh food. The prices of fresh 
meat and vegetables have hit 
record highs. Our taxes will rise, 
health insurance and the cost of 
living will continue to escalate, 
basically because the government 
will not contain the cost of fresh 
produce. My opinion, tax the hell 
out of fast food, stop GST and 
excise on diesel fuel, and monitor 
pricing at supermarkets that surely 
can no longer be called ‘super’. 

Then restrict how much is exported 
overseas.

GARY M
Waikerie

I was told by everyone when I first 
came here in 1981 that I would 
never be considered a ‘local’ 
because I was not born or lived 
through the ‘56 flood. After living 
through the 2022 flood I hope I am 
now a ‘Riverlander’. What a great 
honour that would be.

REEKSY
Berri

Still lots to learn 
about climate
CLIMATE is changing – it has in 
the past, it will in the future.

It has been interesting to 
follow the letters from Alf 
Rapisarda, Jim West, Alan Ling 
and others on whether climate 
change is man-made or not.

There is ample physical evi-
dence, now and historically, that 
the climate is changing – retreat-
ing glaciers in Canada, New 
Zealand, Indian subcontinent, 
warmer climates in Roman times 
and colder climes in the Middle 
Ages.

What most of the argument is 
about is whether it is due to the 
burning of fossil fuels, like coal, 
gas and oil, or to natural events 
such as volcano eruptions.

Much of the prognostics is 
from prediction of climate mod-
els.

I don’t know whether every-
one understands how models 
work. There is one fact that is 
probably not well understood: a 
model is based on the science as 
we understand it.

One thing we don’t have is 
another Earth as a control. All 
models make assumptions based 
on the known science as under-
stood and this is true of climate 
models – and there are plenty of 
those.

These different models give a 
range of predictions depending 
on the assumptions made and 
the understanding of the interac-
tions.

Modellers must express 
inherently complex climate and 
weather systems govern by com-
plex differential equations into 
computer programs that in them-
selves produce inexact answers. 
So, there is uncertainty in the 
predictions.

Just look at the weather fore-
casts in seven days’ time and see 
how that changes over the next 
seven days.

A basic tenet of statistics is 
that the further out you predict, 
the greater the uncertainty.

We don’t know all that there 
is to be found out. There are 
recent studies which indicate that 
extreme weather events are not 
becoming more frequent.

We humans do not like 
change. Much of the noise about 
climate change is we don’t like 
what we have come to accept as 
normal is in fact changing.

We have only begun to take 
notice of what is happening in 
the Earth’s environment in recent 
times.

If the climate was cooling, I 

think there would be just as must 
debate.

Geologists, through their sci-
entific discipline, take a longer 
view and see climate change in a 
different timeframe: in eons not 
in years.

As to the fact that the world 
will become uninhabitable 
because the temperature on aver-
age is rising there are plenty of 
people living in hot places with-
out air conditioning. Humans 
will survive for the foreseeable 
future.

The world has developed with 
cost-effective and reliable power 
sources such as oil and coal.

While it is fashionable to pro-
mote renewable power such as 
wind and solar, it is not reliable.

Battery storage is still techni-
cally inefficient and will rely on 
more research and development 
for it to be a cost-effective solu-
tion to reliable renewable power.

Nuclear energy is being 
touted to fill that gap but it does 
produce radioactive waste to be 
disposed of safely. Once again, 
nuclear power awaits further 
technical and scientific develop-
ment.

Whatever way we choose or 
view things, personally or as 
nation, there are challenging 
times ahead.

It is good to have different 

opinions as we should be able to 
put these different views respect-
fully to each other and recognise 
there is still much to learn.

TONY MEISSNER
Pyap West

Cherry picking      
climate ‘deniers’ 
AS a teenager in the mid-1960s 
I was able to cut 40 trays of 
apricots a day, but that didn’t 
happen until I did some ‘apricot 
cutting’ modelling.

I watched the fastest cut-
ters and observed the best way 
to place cut halves on the tray 
while meeting the requirement 
that halves touch others on three 
sides. 

That resulted in a 10 per cent 
improvement but I still couldn’t 
compete with the shed’s fast-
est cutter because she cheated 
by picking out the best buckets. 
She also mangled the fruit and 
didn’t bother placing cut halves 
correctly.

The owner kept asking her to 
improve, but she didn’t give a 
rat’s about her rough work, only 
wanting more money. 

Those memories remind me of 
the greedy fossil fuel industries 
who don’t give a rat’s about their 
business model that’s destroying 
the planet.

Stuart Andrews in his letter on 

December 21 (‘Modelling differ-
ent to science’, Murray Pioneer) 
suggests I may not appreciate 
climate modelling. I suggest 
he leave this complex area of 
science to the boffins who are 
qualified to do the work.

I was impressed by his ser-
vices when he did a property 
transfer on my behalf in 1994, 
but his comments about climate 
modelling are no more than per-
sonal opinions.

Climate modelling entails 
the presentation of a range of 
scenarios, from high to low 
probability events, and it’s no 
surprise to find climate deniers 
cherry pick the scenarios that 
best suit their narrative and fossil 
fuel industries place truth low on 
their list of priorities. 

Deniers like to trot out the 
failed models of Gore and 
Flannery, but as expected, the 
comments attributed to Gore 
and Flannery have been cherry 
picked.

However, I hear nothing about 
current climate models that are 
very accurate and what stands 
out regarding current climate 
models is that past models have 
underestimated the speed and 
severity of climate change, 
something that should concern 
everyone.

ALF RAPISARDA
Elwood, Victoria
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“I am miffed that we are no longer allowed to walk on our levee to 
keep an eye on the rising flood water for fear of being fined...”

- ROSEMARY GOWER
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“Conditions Apply”

By CAITLIN PEARSON

A recent crackdown on Berri’s 
timed parking zones has pin-
pointed local workers as the 
source of the town’s parking 
problem.

Berri Barmera Council issued 58 

expiation notices during the October 
and November period, following com-
munity concerns over a lack of avail-
able parking in Berri’s central business 
district (CBD).

Despite the large number of motor-
ists flouting the law, council’s elected 
members voted against undertaking 

a $12,000 parking assessment at its 
recent meeting.

Berri Barmera councillor Mike 
Fuller claimed the town’s parking 
problem arose because of council’s 
inconsistency with policing the law.

“I think the problem arises because 
the community isn’t aware of any con-

sistency from council in policing car 
parking time limits,” he said.

“If you’re going to have by-laws 
there about parking, police them on a 
regular basis and on a fair and equi-
table basis, don’t just have them there 
and expect people to listen.

(Continued page 4)

‘Workers to blame’

Renmark sisters (from left) Emily, 10, and Jessica Pongrac, 8, cooled off with a water fight in their backyard this week. PHOTO: Will Slee

Cool kids beat the heat

First baby 
for 2013

PAGE 3

Belinda’s 
botched 
breast 

screening
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By ALEXANDRA LOKAN

Amid a string of sizzling 

40C plus days, Riverland 

parents have been reminded 

to exercise common sense in 

caring for their children.

The mercury is set to hit 44C 

today, 40C tomorrow and stay 
above 40C until Wednesday, when 
it drops slightly to 39C.

The reprieve is likely to be 
short-lived, with temperatures pre-
dicted to again soar to 43C next 
Friday.

Facing a school holiday heat 
wave, local children and their par-

ents have flocked to the river and 
local pools in a bid to keep cool.

“Elderly people, babies and 
children... are most at risk from 
heat-related conditions, so it’s 
important to make sure they are 
protected,” said SA Health’s Dr 
Kevin Buckett.

Renmark Kinder Resort nursery 

group leader Mel Vogt said com-
mon sense prevails when it comes 
to making sure children stay safe 
and healthy during periods of 
extreme hot weather.

“When it’s warmer we go out 
for shorter periods in the early 
morning before the UV point hits 
its peak,” she said.

“We lather them up in sunscreen 
too. Kids can get a little ratty (in 
hot weather) and it keeps us on our 
toes.

“I think there’ll be a lot of 
watermelon and water bottles to 
keep fluids up over the next few 
days.”

(Continued page 8)

Spotlight again on parking problems in Berri’s CBD...

Friday, January 4, 2013 $1.40

44C TODAY

40C TOMORROW

42C SUNDAY

46C MONDAY

45C TUESDAY

39C WEDNESDAY

‘WORKERS TO BLAME’: A recent 
crackdown on Berri’s timed parking zones 
has pinpointed local workers as the source of 
the town’s parking problem. Berri Barmera 
Council issued 58 expiation notices during 
the October and November period, following 
community concerns over a lack of available 
parking in Berri’s central business district 
(CBD). Despite the large number of motorists 
flouting the law, council’s elected members 
voted against undertaking a $12,000 parking 
assessment at its recent meeting.

DRUG LAB DISCOVERED: Riverland 
police discovered an amphetamines 
laboratory at a Renmark North property on 
Saturday night. The clandestine laboratory 
was found during a raid on the Nelbuck St 
property about 6.30pm. Police arrested a 
25-year-old Renmark man, a 26-year-old 
Renmark woman and a 42-year-old Paringa 
man and charged them with taking part in the 
manufacture of amphetamines. A fourth man 
was also arrested and charged but had to be 
taken to Renmark Paringa District Hospital 
after suffering third degree chemical burns.

20 years ago January 7, 2003
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Ray top citizen
One of

Renmark’s
quiet
achievers
has been
named the district’s
citizen of the year.
Renmark RSL Bowling
Club secretary-treasur-
er Ray Crouch won the
senior category late
yesterday, while
Caroline Rosenthal was
the Young Citizen of
the Year.

BREAKING NEWS

SLICE OF LIFE:
What a shocker!
Violent thunderstorms

early last week claimed
a life at Lindner’s
slaughter yards at
Murtho. Staff arrived at
the property on Monday
morning to discover one
of their prime beef
steers flat on its back
with its legs sticking
straight up. It had been
struck by lightning dur-
ing the storm. The
Pioneer has been reli-
ably told that contrary to
several reports Lindner’s
Meats in Renmark were
not selling pre-cooked
barbecue packs as a
New Year’s Eve special.

More than 2500 children aged between 10 and 15 from across Australia and beyond attended a camp near Waikerie over the weekend
designed to equip them with life skills and greater self belief. The camp was organised by the Seventh Day Advendist Church.

More than 2500 children
spent five days in a “reli-
gious theme park” set up
near Waikerie for the
Seventh Day Adventist
Riverland Pathfinder
Camporee.

About 114 Pathfinder
groups and their leaders from
across Australia travelled by
bus to the Lowbank property
owned by Wes and Andrea
Kalisch on Thursday.

The children, aged from 10

to 15, paraded in uniform
along Waikerie’s McCoy St to
the town oval where the open-
ing ceremony was conducted.

Event organiser Tony
Knight described the cam-
poree, held every four years in
a different location, as a “kid’s
paradise”.

The camp was divided into
groups of 500 children and
leaders who rotated through
the activities at each site.

During the day the groups
tackled activities at five differ-

ent stations including the
Fortress, a Dustbowl Derby,
Siege of Ai, Courage Under
Fire and Cana Trek.

More than 12 months of
planning and work at the
Kalisch property had gone into
staging the Camporee. The
Kalisch family had even creat-
ed a three-acre patch of lawn
on a hillside for an open air
threatre. 

Mr Knight said the cam-
poree had cost almost
$500,000 to stage, but would

have reached the ‘multi-mil-
lions’ if not for the help of
more than 250 volunteers.

Mr Knight said some of the
highlights for the children
included river crossing races
on rafts, sieging a “city” with
wet sponges on catapults and
taking part in a mock boot
camp. The events each reflect-
ed a stage in the biblical story
of the escape of the slaves
from Egypt and their arrival in
the city of Jericho.

( Continued page 2 )

2500 descend on religious theme park

Drug lab discovered
By CATHERINE MORGAN

Riverland police discovered
an amphetamines laboratory at
a Renmark North property on
Saturday night.

The clandestine laboratory was
found during a raid on the Nelbuck
St property about 6.30pm.

Police arrested a 25-year-old

Renmark man, a 26-year-old
Renmark woman and a 42-year-old
Paringa man and charged them
with taking part in the manufacture
of amphetamines.

A fourth man was also arrested
and charged but had to be taken to
Renmark Paringa District Hospital
after suffering third degree chemi-
cal burns.

The 37-year-old Renmark man
was still in hospital yesterday in a
stable condition.

Police injured
A police officer was also admit-

ted to hospital for treatment after
suffering minor burns to his arms.

He has since been released.
Officers from Adelaide’s Drug

and Organised Crime unit seized
chemicals and equipment from the
lab on Sunday.

A quantity of powder was locat-
ed but has not yet been identified
as amphetamines or a precursor to
the drug.

Detective Sergeant Mark
Boileau said yesterday that
Riverland police had concentrated

many resources on the drug raid.
He said the laboratory, which

was discovered inside a house, was
“very rudimentary” in its set-up.

The three men and a woman
charged over the laboratory were
arrested at the property during the
raid. They have been released on
bail and will appear before Berri
Magistrates Court on February 4.

More than just fun in the sun

Loxton - 8584 7364     Berri - 8582 3773
Renmark - 8586 5866

NOW IN
STORE

Great New Summer
Shoes

diana ferrari

Yo
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Let nothing get in the way of your comfort.
Visit our showroom or alternatively we can arrange a time that suits to visit you to show a range of products. Deliveries can be arranged.

For all your health care and mobility needs see Tracey today     |
Riverland 
Mobility 

Equipment

Meal  
Tray  

Walker

Evoke 2 
Wheelchair

Shop 4, 6 Edward Street, Loxton   |    0466 897 115 0466 897 115   |    www.riverlandmobility.com.au

Open: Monday - Tuesday by appointment   |    Wednesday - Friday 9 to 5

Closed until January 11th

Massage 
Chair

LZ14089-v14

A RIVERLAND resident has been identified 
as the first confirmed case of Japanese 
encephalitis virus (JEV) in South Australia 
this mosquito season.

The case was a man in his 80s, who was 
likely to have recently acquired the infection 
and was discharged from hospital late last 
month.

The confirmed case has sparked warnings 
from SA Health for Riverlanders to remain 
vigilant and avoid exposure to mosquitoes, 
with eligible people “highly encouraged” to 
get vaccinated against JEV.

“Please take extra precautions against 
mosquitoes this summer, particularly as 

flooding and warm weather continues across 
many parts of the state,” said Professor 
Nicola Spurrier, SA’s Chief Public Health 
Officer.

“People planning activities around the 
River Murray and Lower Lakes are warned 
to be especially vigilant, particularly 
between dusk and dawn when mosquitoes 
are most active,” she said.

“If you are outside, apply an insect repel-
lent containing DEET, picaridin or oil of 
lemon eucalyptus. 

“Simple changes around the home can 
help to reduce and eliminate mosquitoes 
such as cleaning up water around the house 

to prevent mosquito breeding, and install-
ing mosquito-proof mesh on doors and win-
dows.”

People can reduce their exposure to mos-
quitoes by wearing light-coloured, long 
sleeved, loose-fitting clothing, regularly 
applying insect repellent, eliminating water 
that mosquitoes breed in, and ensuring with 
mosquito screens are fitted over doors and 
windows.

Landowners should also ensure suitable 
mosquito management activities are in place 
to further reduce the risk of mosquito breed-
ing.

Symptoms of JEV include confusion, 

headaches, tremors, drowsiness, neck stiff-
ness and seizures. 

While most people infected will experi-
ence no or mild symptoms, a small propor-
tion will develop inflammation of the brain, 
which can be fatal or cause long-term neuro-
logical damage.

Ten confirmed cases of JEV were detected 
in South Australia last mosquito season, with 
two deaths.

For more information about the JEV 
vaccine and eligibility visit  the SA 
Health website (www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/
JEVvaccine). 

First JEV case of new mosquito season

LAND-BASED fishing is now permitted 
along the River Murray, after an SA 
government decision last Thursday.

All recreational activities along the SA 
stretch of the river had previously been 
banned, due to safety concerns surround-
ing the high river.

Last week’s announcement by the 
Department for Infrastructure and 
Transport (DIT) follows widespread dis-
content across the Riverland about the 
fishing restrictions.

In a statement, DIT said the fishing 
conditions – part of directions initially 
issued on December 20 – had been “modi-
fied to clarify that land-based fishing and 
yabbying are permissible”, although fish-
ing from boats remains a prohibited activ-
ity.

However, DIT warned land-based fish-
ers to be cautious about unstable river 
banks, avoid fast-flowing areas of the 
river, and to consider wearing a lifejacket.

Meanwhile DIT also removed the 
4-knot speed limit on Lake Bonney for all 
personal watercraft.

The restriction applies to all other 
waters of the River Murray upstream from 
Wellington.

River Murray 
SA fishing  
ban lifted

HEALTH experts have warned against 
swimming and diving in Lake Bonney, due 
to the presence of blue-green algae.

Just before Christmas the lake was 
declared safe for swimming and recreational 
activity, however further testing resulted in 

the latest SA Health warning, based on sam-
ples taken from the lake on December 29.

The samples showed elevated levels of 
potentially harmful blue green algae, which 
if contacted can cause irritation to the skin, 
eyes, ears, nose and mouth. Accidentally 

swallowing algae-affected water can lead to 
illness.

SA Health advised “anyone who has been 
swimming at Lake Bonney” to be monitored 
for symptoms, especially in children and 
pets. Symptoms can include nausea, diar-
rhoea, vomiting and abdominal cramps.

SA Health said about one in 10 people 
may also develop a rash or skin irritation, 
which usually goes away after washing the 
area. 

It said pets are particularly vulnerable 
because algae may also stick to their fur, giv-
ing them a higher exposure. Fish caught in 
the lake should be cleaned and gutted thor-
oughly before being eaten.

Algal blooms are naturally occurring, and 
appear during low rainfall, low water flows, 
and ongoing warm weather conditions. 

“If you’re up in the Riverland, please 
don’t swim or dive in Lake Bonney, don’t 
drink the lake water and keep your pets and 
kids well clear,” said SA Health principal 
water quality adviser, Dr David Cunliffe.

“And if you are exposed, keep an eye on 
your health. If you start showing symptoms, 
make sure you get medical help.

“We’re continuing to monitor the lake and 
test for algae levels, and will work with rel-
evant agencies so that hopefully people can 
get back in the water soon.”

Lake Bonney unsafe, says SA Health

The presence of potentially harmful blue-green algae has SA Health warning against swimming and diving in Lake Bonney.
PHOTO: Grant Schwartzkopff

Lake Bonney Lake Bonney 
unsafe, says unsafe, says 

SA HealthSA Health
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Local Cellars supports the Responsible Service of Alcohol Liquor Act 2007. It is an offence to sell or supply alcohol on behalf of, a person 
aged under 18 years. Savings are off regular prices. Prices valid at Local Cellars Renmark only until sold out.  We reserve the right to limit 
purchases to reasonable retail quantities.  Commercial quantities not supplied. Please see in store for details.  Prices include GST where 
applicable. Promotional price effective from 28/12/22 to 17/1/2023. Liquor Licence #57710868

 LOCAL CELLARS RENMARK - 25 Ral Ral Avenue, Renmark 5341 (08) 8586 4269
local cellars

BEER

OPEN
7 DAYS

SPIRITS

Lock 4 Chilli Vodka
Lock 4 Lilly Pilly Gin
Lock 4 Loxton Dry Gin

700ml

$55  ea

SPARKLING

WINE

Squealing Pig 
Sauvignon Blanc & 
Squealing Pig Rose  
Bottles

x 750ml ea

$30
2 for

Grant Burge 
Miamba Shiraz 
Bottles

x 750ml ea

$30
2 for

19 Crimes Cabernet 
Sauvignon & 19 
Crimes Shiraz 
Bottles

x 750ml ea

$22  
2 for

24 PACK 
x 375ml 
Coopers Mild Ale 
Bottles or Cans

$45  
ea

24 PACK 
x 330ml 
James Squire 
150 Lashes 
Bottles

$55  ea

10 PACK
x 275ml 
Cruiser Mixed 
4.6% or Sugar 
Free Bottles

$32  ea

30 PACK 
x 375ml 
West End 
Draught Cans

$53  
ea

x 750ml 
Duval-Leroy Brut 
Reserve Bottles

$55  ea

x 750ml ea

$35 
2 for

Croser 
Non Vintage

Croser Rose 
Non Vintage

Grant Burge Non Vintage 
Pinot Noir Chardonnay 

Grant Burge Non Vintage 
PNC Rosé

koch’s

We’re more than just a liquor store. Proudly independent family-owned business. 

Renmark STORE 
NOW OPEN

local cellars

LOCAL
ARTISAN

PREMIUM 
FRENCH 

CHAMPAGNE

LOCAL
ICON

LOCAL
ICON

LOCAL
ICON

LOCAL
ICON
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OPENING HOURS
Mon to Fri: 8am – 4.30pm
Saturday: By Appointment!
Available After Hours!

steve@stevesdentureclinic.com.au

MOBILE: 0426 950 334
3 Barwell Avenue, Barmera

PH: (08) 8501 1187

SAME DAY  
Relines & Repairs

Providing  
relines and 

repairs same 
day, full and 

partial dentures, 
chrome dentures 

and sports 
mouthguards.

Terms and Conditions Apply

BZ11415-V7

GOVERNOR’S VISIT: SA Governor Frances Adamson AC (centre) visited the Riverland last month. Pictured with her at the Berri flood 
emergency relief centre were (from left) centre manager Glen Michels, Barker MP Tony Pasin, Adelaide-based Red Cross volunteers Lesley 

Sparkes and Judy Aiello, Berri Barmera Mayor Ella Winnall, and relief centre assistant manager Annie Rawlings. PHOTO: Deirdre Graham

Berri Barmera Council wants lake reopened and safe, ASAP
HAVING the lake temporarily disconnected 
from the river system has been distressing 
for a big part of our community.

The lake is incredibly important to every-
one in Barmera, and the community feel that 
whether it’s drought or flood, they just can’t 
win.

I was there during the drought years the 
day the inlet was reopened and I was out 
there the day it was reconnected to the fresh 
water back then, so I understand deeply what 
the community are feeling at the moment.

The new council was formed on the 
Tuesday before the inlet was closed on the 
Friday, and by Saturday we had managed to 
get all agencies on a call to try to resolve a 
number of concerns.

At that meeting, we suggested pumps be 
installed to continue pushing fresh water into 
the lake.

Unfortunately, pumps weren’t put in 
until algae had already started to form and 
although I think everyone can see that strat-
egy seems to be working, I wonder if having 
them in from the start could have at least 
prevented the algae.

At the end of the day, I don’t ever want to 
see the inlet need to be closed again and I’m 
sure the community are right behind us on 
that.

I have already raised with the State 
Government the need to protect the critical 
infrastructure in Barmera (like wastewater 

and stormwater) to above the 1956 flood 
level.

I hope that during the recovery phase we 
are able to get that done so we never have to 
go through this again.

Once the water has receded, the State 
Government and councils will no doubt 
review every element of the flood prepared-
ness and recovery efforts, and we will ensure 
the closure of the inlet is reviewed compre-
hensively as part of that process.

Although the lake is looking spectacular, 
the SA Health test results from Monday are 
still showing algae levels above the safe lim-
its for swimming.

By Wednesday, when this is published, we 
could have had another round of test results 
from SA Health saying something different.

It’s been incredibly difficult to get access 
to accurate and timely information through-
out the entire inlet closure process for vari-
ous reasons, not least of which is that there 
have been so many agencies involved and 
each one has multiple elements of the emer-
gency to deal with day to day.

There’s been many times throughout when 
just as the state government and council have 
been preparing the message to share with the 
community, we receive a phone call that the 
situation has changed and we all need to wait 
for new advice.

Improving the way the council commu-
nicates and engages with the community is 
a big priority for me, and the new year pre-
sents a new opportunity for the organisation 
to look and how we can do that better, not 
just in times of emergency but in our day-to-
day work as well. 

When all of the state government agencies 
have come and gone, it’ll be our commu-
nity – and us as council – left picking up the 

pieces and we will need to together combat 
the perception of the lake around the algae 
issue for some time.

The lake is a critical part of Barmera’s 
environment, economy and community so 
when SA health advises us that the lake is 
healthy and open, we need the Riverland 
community to help us shout it from the roof-
tops to combat the misinformation instead of 
adding to it.

From council’s perspective, there will be 
a huge relief when we receive the directive 
to open the inlet, which I’m told could be a 
matter of days.

Council’s contractors are on standby ready 
to reopen, but SES remains the lead agency 
during the flood emergency and they ulti-
mately make the determination to reopen it.

I’m told DIT (Department for Infra-
structure and Transport) have had to do a 
fast turnaround of a structural assessment 
of Nappers Bridge, which is showing stress 
fractures, to make sure the bridge can handle 
the extra water.

DEW (Department for Environment and 
Water) have advised there is a window where 
the inlet can be opened to reduce the impact 
on the river as the lake is naturally more 
saline than the river. Council are working 
with contractors so they are safely able to get 
on site during that window and start work.

It’s actually been a mammoth effort 
behind the scenes just to get to this point and 
I thank all of the agencies for coming togeth-
er, listening to our community and getting it 
reopened sooner rather than later.

Berri 
Barmera 
Mayor Ella 
Winnall 
(left), with 
Loxton 
Waikerie 
Mayor Trevor 
Norton and 
SA Premier 
Peter 
Malinauskas, 
says she 
never wants 
to see the 
inlet at Lake 
Bonney 
closed again. 
PHOTO: Paul 
Mitchell

Berri Barmera Mayor

By
ELLA
WINNALL

Lake Bonney 
yesterday.
PHOTO: 
Alexandra Bull



www.murraypioneer.com.au   Wednesday, January 4, 2023   NEWS 11 

57 Renmark Ave, Renmark  |  admin@riverlandagri.com
ALLAN: 0499 980 148  |  MECHANIC: 0455 038 686

YOUR ONE-STOP SHOP FOR ALL YOUR FARMING NEEDS

PH: 8586 6136

ARE YOU  
HARVEST READY?
Book your machinery check and service

RZ11315-V7

RIVERLAND businesses and 
growers still operating but in 
financial decline due to the flood 
are now being offered $10,000 
grants.

Unveiled last week, the SA gov-
ernment’s Small Business Industry 
Support Grants aim to help River 
Murray businesses trade through 
the downturn, and sit alongside 
the previously announced Early 
Business Closure Grants.

To be eligible, a business must 
demonstrate a revenue decline 
of 30 per cent or more over a 
three-month period (October 
to December 2022 or January to 
March 2023) compared to the same 
three-month period in the previous 
year, and have fewer than 30 full-
time employees.

The Small Business Industry 
Support Grants will only be avail-
able to businesses not approved 
for, or received, the Early Business 
Closure Grant.

The state government said 
businesses will be able to use the 
money as they see fit, including on 
utilities, wages and rent, seeking 
financial advice and improving the 
business to make it more resilient 
to future natural disasters.

SA Premier Peter Malinauskas, 
who visited the Riverland again 
last week, said the new grants 
were aimed at businesses that 
were continuing to trade, despite 
being negatively impacted by the 
flood.

“While we’ve already provided 
support to dozens of businesses 
forced to close their doors, there 
are many more continuing to trade, 
keeping people in jobs,” he said.

“These grants will help those 
businesses, farm enterprises and 
not-for-profit organisations keep 
trading and continue supplying 
goods and services to their local 
communities.

“While the water’s high now, 

there’ll be a mountain of work to 
do once it recedes. And we’ll need 
all hands on deck.”

SA Treasurer Stephen Mullighan 
said the grants would help save 
local jobs.

“(We are) taking the next step 
in ensuring financial help for those 
businesses which despite the diffi-
cult circumstances, have continued 
to keep South Australians in work,” 
he said.

“In conjunction with the other 

state and federal relief already on 
offer, these grants will help sustain 
jobs along the river throughout the 
flood and clean-up.”

Further information on the 
grants, including the application 
form, is available at the govern-
ment’s flood website (sa.gov.au/
floods).

Business owners can also seek 
information on the grants at the 
Emergency Relief Centre in Berri 
or by calling the Office for Small 

and Family Business Infoline 
(8429 3801).

The  l a t e s t  $8m commi t -
ment  takes the Malinauskas 
Government’s  tota l  package 
of flood supports to more than 
$60m.

Mr Malinauskas said as of last 
week, more than 50 businesses 
forced to close their doors due to 
the flood event had benefited from 
Early Business Closure Grants of 
$10,000 or $20,000.

$10,000 for 
‘in decline’ 
Riverland  
businesses

A FREE pop-up wellbeing hub in Berri is 
open today to assist community members 
during the flood event.

Our Town Berri’s FloodFest will be 
open in the Vaughan Terrace pavilion from 
11am to 4pm each day for the rest of this 
week.

Today’s opening is a chance to “drop in, 
connect and share ideas” while Jamming 
with Joey tomorrow and Friday will 
include musical performances and activi-
ties for all ages with Joey Haenen.

“The plan is it for to be open throughout 
January as a place for community to connect 

and enjoy free activities,” said Our Town 
Berri committee member Julie Ahrens.

“The purpose is to connect people, give 
families free school holiday activities while 
the river is closed and lift morale at this chal-
lenging time.”

The pop-up event is supported by 
Wellbeing SA, Berri Barmera Council and 
the Fay Fuller Foundation.

A flood of wellbeing support for Berri community members

Riverland businesses facing financial decline due to the ongoing flood event are eligible for $10,000 grants, the state government announced late last 
month. PHOTO: Grant Schwartzkopff

l The Murray Pioneer, 23/11/22

Flood EVENT

Flood EVENT
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We know  
conveyancing.
Arrange an appointment
• at our office • at your home • at your health facility

Buying or selling?

Book an appointment today on  8582 1288.
11 Riverview Drive, Berri    
 obriens@obriens-solicitors.com.au

20232023
Happy New YearHappy New Year

P R O F E S S I O N A L .  
P R A C T I C A L .  P E R S O N A L .

11 Riverview Drive, Berri    
 obriens@obriens-solicitors.com.au a member of the  Lawyers Group
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R I V E R L A N D E R S  h ave  b e e n 
reminded about the potential risk of 
electric shock or even electrocution 
if they get too close to powerlines 
standing in floodwater. 

SA Power Networks head of corpo-
rate affairs, Paul Roberts, said more 
than 400km of powerline and about 
4000 stobie poles are now standing in 
floodwaters in the River Murray.

“We are very conscious of the risk 
to public safety posed by electricity 
infrastructure standing in water,” he 
said.

“We urge people to make sure they 
are safe. There are many areas where 
powerline clearances are at their min-
imum and without public adherence 
to the safety restrictions announced 
by the state government, these lines 
will have to be turned off.

“To maintain electricity supply to 
the region the majority of powerlines 
must remain live. This is why we have 
limits to on-the-water movements and 
the exclusion zone.”

Mr Roberts said the best way to 
keep safe was to stay out of the water 
entirely.

“The next best option is to observe 
the 50 metre on-the-water exclusion 
zones around powerlines,” he said.

“If a property is inundated and still 
connected to power, you should leave 
immediately and not return until it is 
confirmed the power has been turned 
off.

“Stay well clear of electrical infra-
structure, including switchboards, 
meters, pumps, wiring etc. that are or 
have been standing in water. 

“This will help minimise the risk of 
electrocution and electric shock.

“People should always assume pow-
erlines are live and potentially lethal. 
The risk is heightened with the pres-
ence of water. Avoiding flooded areas 
is your safest course of action.”

SA Power 
Networks’ 
shocking 
powerline 
warning

Flood EVENT

THE dangers of handling asbestos 
when rising flood waters subside 
have been hammered home to 
River Murray residents, shack 
owners and emergency response 
crews.

Up to 4000 SA properties are 
expected to be inundated with 
water once the river has peaked 
and those impacted have been 
reminded that asbestos is present 
in one in three Australian homes, 
as well as public and commercial 
buildings.

This includes hundreds of river 
shacks and homes, particularly 
those built or renovated from the 
mid-1980s to 1990 or earlier, 
SafeWork SA executive director 
Martyn Campbell says.

“Asbestos causes cancer and if 
not disposed of properly it puts 
workers and the community’s 
health at risk,” Mr Campbell said.

“There is a real risk that older 

properties that contain asbestos 
will be washed away, only to 
resurface downstream.”

People cleaning-up after the 
flood or undertaking any repairs, 
renovation or demolition work 
are being urged to become famil-
iar with the type of products that 
may contain asbestos and where 
to find them. The SA government 
asbestos website (asbestos.sa.gov.
au) has a page to help identify 
asbestos in the home.

SafeWork SA says floods 
may soil or damage asbestos-
containing materials resulting in 
the material needing cleaning or 
removal. 

SafeWork SA says asbestos-
containing material that has 
dried since the flood or storm 
can be cleaned with soapy water 
and a cloth or sponge.

It is also safe to lightly scrub 
the material with a soft brush or 

broom and spray it gently with a 
garden hose.

However, it is important to not 
use a high-pressure hose as this 
may break the surface and release 
asbestos fibres into the air, which 
are then breathed in. 

SafeWork says while asbes-
tos-containing material does not 
pose a significant health risk if 
it is in good condition and is left 
undisturbed, broken, damaged 
or weather products can releases 
potentially harmful fibres.

Asbestos materials that are 
beyond cleaning will require 
removal by a licensed asbestos 
removalist to reduce the risk of 

exposure during removal. 
By law, asbestos waste must be 

taken to a licensed transfer sta-
tions or waste depots. It is ille-
gal to dispose of asbestos in the 
normal rubbish collection, and a 
crime to dump it in the street, or 
on vacant land.

Mr Campbell said asbestos 
poses a significant health risk and 
dealing with it requires thought.

“As we clean up damaged 
properties, homeowners and 
emergency responders need to 
consider the risk posed by this 
material and take appropriate 
action to control the risks,” he 
said.

“Also, dumping asbestos is also 
an offence and should not happen.

“Illegally dumped asbestos 
puts an unnecessary strain on 
public resources; resources that 
could be better spent on other 
vital community services.”

Asbestos danger rises with river level
Flood EVENT

As flood levels continue to rise, inundated residents are being warned about the risks of asbestos exposure, with the substance still present in one 
in three Australian homes. PHOTO: Grant Schwartzkopff
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PICK FRUIT WHEN RIPE AND KEEP 
FRUIT TREES PRUNED.

COLLECT FALLEN FRUIT THEN BAG AND  
BIN IT, DON’T COMPOST OR BURY.

CHECK YOUR FRUIT FOR  
BLEMISHES AND MAGGOTS.

CALL THE FRUIT FLY HOTLINE IF 
YOU SUSPECT FRUIT FLY.
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Girl, 12, among five arrested for theft
FIVE juveniles – including a 12-year-
old girl – were arrested last week after 
a number of cars were broken into 
across Loxton.

The offences are alleged to have 
occurred between December 20 and 21.

Police received a number of reports 
that cars had been entered and small 
amounts of cash and other personal 
items were stolen.

Following an investigation police 
located and arrested three Loxton boys, 
aged 16, 15 and 13, plus the 12-year-
old girl, also of Loxton. They also 
arrested a 13-year-old girl from Berri.

All five have been charged with ille-
gal interference and bailed to attend the 
Berri Youth Court on January 22.

Police have located a number of 

items suspected to be stolen and are 
looking to identify the owners.

Anyone who recognises any of the 
items recovered by police (above) is 
urged to phone the Berri Police Station 
(8595 2020).

“Police encourage vehicle owners 
to remove valuables from their vehi-
cle, lock their vehicle and where possi-
ble, secure the vehicle off the road and 
behind a locked gate or roller door,” a 
SAPOL spokesperson said.

“If you observe any suspicious 
behaviour, report it immediately by 
calling the Police Assistance Line on 
131 444.

“If you have any information regard-
ing stolen property or theft please con-
tact Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000.” 

Inflatable 
mattress 
pair spotted 
on Murray
SA Police repeated their 
warnings about the danger 
of swimming in the River 
Murray after two men were 
spotted on an inflatable 
mattress in the lead-up to 
Christmas.

Just before 5.30pm on 
Wednesday,  December 
21, police were called to 
Weidenhofer Road, Ponde, 
near Mannum, to reports of 
two people floating on the 
River Murray on an inflat-
able mattress.

Po l i ce  l i a i s ed  wi th 
local SES personnel, who 
launched a boat to assist the 
men to return to shore.

The duo, aged 21 and 
39, both from Ponde, were 
met by police when they 
returned to shore where 
they were given a caution 
for “non-compliance with 
the emergency declaration 
for a banned water activity”.

Restrictions now apply 
in relation to the River 
Murray, including a ban 
on  rec rea t iona l  boa t -
ing and water activities, 
on all parts of the River 
Murray between the South 
Australian border and the 
Wellington Ferry, including 
creek, tributaries, lakes and 
lagoons, excluding Lake 
Bonney.

A TRUCK driver has lost his 
licence after being caught drink 
driving in the Berri CBD late 
last week.

Just after 3am Thursday 
police were called to the rounda-
bout at the intersection of Old 
Sturt Highway and Kay Avenue 
after a road train was seen driv-
ing erratically.

The truck allegedly travelled 
through the roundabout at speed, 
before reversing backwards, 
mounting the median strip and 
then driving away.

As police were speaking to 

witnesses the truck was seen 
driving along the Old Sturt 
Highway.

Police were able to stop the 
truck and speak to the driver, a 
36-year-old WA man, who alleg-
edly returned a result of 0.131 
when breath tested.

The driver was arrested and 
has been charged with drink 
driving. He lost his licence on 
the spot for 12 months and the 
truck was defected. The man 
will be summonsed to the Berri 
Magistrates Court on February 
20.

SCAM extortion emails 
threatening recipients with 
the release of embarrassing 
information – unless they 
pay up – are on the rise, SA 
Police say.

Victims typically receive 
an email from someone 
describing themselves as a 
professional hacker who has 
gained access to accounts 
and is monitoring activities.

“The hacker claims they 
gained access to the vic-
tim’s operating system and 
(have) been watching them 
for months,” said Sergeant 
D av i d  M i t c h e l l ,  f r o m 
South Australia Police’s 
Cybercrime Investigation 
Section.

“They also state they have 
embarrassing information, 
chat histories, images and 
vision of the person using 
their computer.

“They then often ask vic-
tims to make payments in 
money transfers or crypto-
currency.”

If you have received an 
extortion email message -
q Do not panic. It is 

unlikely these individu-
als have any compromising 
video/material of you.
q Do not transfer any 

money or cryptocurrency.
qIf the password includ-

ed in the email is a password 
you recognise, change your 
password for any account 
where it has been used.

qDo not reply and do not 
click on any links.
q Be aware that  the 

scammer has the ability to 
make the email appear as if 
it has come from your own 
email address. Delete the 
email immediately.

If you are a victim of this 
cybercrime you are encour-
aged to make a report (www.
cyber.gov.au/acsc/report).

For further info on scams 
affecting South Australians, 
visit the website (www.
police.sa.gov.au/scams).

Police are asking anyone who recognises these items, stolen from 
Loxton, to phone the Berri Police Station. PHOTO: supplied

Police arresting a West Australian truckie for drink driving in Berri last week. 
PHOTO: SA Police

Drink-driving truck 
driver busted in Berri

‘Extortion’ scam emails on the rise

lAn example of an extortion scam email that SA Police 
warns is currently doing the rounds. IMAGE: SA Police

“They claim to have been watching victims for months...”
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Shop 3, 14 White Street, Waikerie
Contact us for a FREE consultation 

08 8333 3525

For your conveyancing needs in 
residential, commercial and business.

Your local Riverland Conveyancers   

Experienced 
 Reliable 

Professional

W
Z10163-V7

8583 5343
16-18 Madison Ave, 

Monash

DINING AVAILABLE  
Wednesday to Saturday 

Dinner 6-8pm

Friday & Saturday 
Lunch 12-2pm

SUNDAY BRUNCH  
10am-2pm

OPPOSITE THE  
Monash Playground

SundayBrunchBZ11317-V7 Every Sunday 10am – 2pm 

Moorook 60km/h 
detour seeing 
plenty of traffic
PLENTY of traffic has been using the 
unsealed 60km/h detour through the back of 
Moorook, since a stretch of Kingston Road 
closed just before Christmas.

The road is now inundated in several areas, 
both north and south of Moorook.

In the weeks leading up to Christmas, the 
Department for Infrastructure and Transport 
had been regularly monitoring and managing 
Kingston Road, allowing the road be kept 
open longer than originally anticipated.

“However, this road now needs to be 
closed to all vehicles for the safety of road 
users as water encroaches on the road and 
to allow the District Council of Loxton and 
Waikerie to construct a levee bank,” the DIT 
said in a statement late last month.

“Light vehicles will need to detour via 
Drogemuller Road and Heinrich Road to and 
from the Sturt Highway, however, as these are 
unsealed roads, road users are urged to take 
extra care and always drive to the conditions.

“Signage at key locations will advise road 
users of this detour, with speed restrictions in 
place to safely manage the expected increase 
in traffic.

“Heavy vehicles are encouraged to detour 
via Stott Highway and Hunter Road, to return 
to the Sturt Highway near Blanchetown.”

DIT said staff are continuing to undertake 
regular assessments of Kingston Road and 
other low-lying roads in the region and we 
will continue to monitor current and predict-
ed flood levels. 

The scene 
at Moorook, 
where the 
local section 
of Kingston 
Road 
has been 
blocked, due 
to the high 
river.
PHOTO: Grant 
Schwartzkopff

NEW restrictions have been intro-
duced around Ral Ral Bridge, 
in Renmark, and Paringa Bridge 
to protect river users and criti-
cal infrastructure from the River 
Murray flood.

An “activity exclusion zone” is 
now in place within an 1100-metre 
radius of the length of Ral Ral 
Bridge, while an exclusion zone 
is also in place around Paringa 
Bridge, preventing vessels from 
travelling underneath the structure.

At Ral Ral Bridge, the current 
high flows have created a lower-
than-normal clearance between 
the main powerline – which runs 
diagonally above the water from 
the bridge to the northern-most 
point of Bookmark Creek – and the 

water surface.
SA SES says this poses a “sig-

nificant safety risk” that vessels 
or people in the area may inad-
vertently touch or exceed the rec-
ommended clearance under these 
powerlines.

“Additionally, water is flowing 
quickly under Ral Ral Bridge and 
into the floodplain, creating a safe-
ty risk for any vessel operators or 
people nearby,” the SES said in a 
statement.

The following restrictions apply 
at Ral Ral Bridge:

qNo motorised vessels to be 
operated.
qNo human-powered vessels 

or any other water traffic (includ-
ing canoes, kayaks, surf skis, row-
boats or aquatic toys) be operated 
or used.
qNo swimming, bathing, diving 

or entering the water is permitted.
qNo persons from a vessel shall 

undertake any fishing activity or 
place or leave any fishing appara-
tus (including any net, drum net, 
hoop net, mesh net, set line, shrimp 
trap and yabbie pot).

At Paringa Bridge, a similar 
concern with clearance has led to 
restrictions, with the SES advising 
that water levels have made clear-
ance too low for vessels to travel 

safely underneath.
Restrictions at Paringa Bridge:
qNo motorised vessels are per-

mitted to operate within 50 metres 
of either side of the Paringa Bridge.
qNo human-powered vessels or 

any other water traffic (including 
canoes, kayaks, surf skis, rowboats 
or aquatic toys) is permitted to 
operate within 250 metres of either 
side of the Paringa Bridge.
qNo swimming, bathing or div-

ing or entering the water within 
250 metres of either side of the 
Paringa Bridge.

Exemptions at both sites apply 
to vessels operated by emergen-
cy services, the SA Department 
for Environment and Water, SA 
Water or the Murray Darling Basin 

Authority or any of their contrac-
tors used in conjunction with any 
river monitoring or related purpose.

Paringa Bridge remains open to 
traffic.

Meanwhile SES advised that 
marine safety teams and SAPOL 
officers will continue to have 
increased presence on the water, 
with any person or vessel operator 
found in breach of any one of these 
restrictions subject to a maximum 
court-imposed penalty of $10,000.

“River-users are reminded not to 
swim, ride, walk or drive in high 
flow waterways,” SES said.

“Locals are also urged to check 
that their vessel moorings are 
secure as water levels rise, if it is 
safe to do.”

Restrictions at Ral Ral and Paringa bridges

Exclusion 
zones 
have been 
introduced 
around 
Paringa 
Bridge 
and Ral 
Ral Bridge 
(inset) 
due to 
insufficent 
clearance. 
MAIN PHOTO: 
Grant 
Schwartzkopff

Flood EVENT

Flood EVENT
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IT’S the first week of January and 
the random summer rains have been 
tumbling from the sky for a couple days.

This atypical weather is as beautiful 
as it is imperfect. 

Alas, the rain coincides with just 
passing the peak of the apricots and time 
has run out. If they’re not picked, they 
will fall to the ground, get squashed, 
split and muddied, and most of the har-
vest lost.

A fusion of sweat and rain drenches 
us. With shirts stuck to bodies and hair 
flattened wet to our scalps, it is a joy to 
pick apricots in the warm rain.

From tree to tree we trudge through 
the mud, delightedly soaking the cir-
cumstance into our otherwise parched 
summer.

For obvious reasons, we lower only 
small quantities of overripe fruit into 
each dip tin, which is then lifted straight 
onto the trailer, avoiding the risk of mud 
seeping onto the fruit.

Even we kids know that dirty fruit is 
unacceptable to the packing shed and 
would dramatically plummet the return 
price and slash Dad’s main source of 
income.

Now comes the tricky part.
Yes, we can cut the apricots. Yes, their 

ripeness demands that they be cut imme-
diately. Yes, there are plenty of cutters. 
Yes, we can sulphur them overnight.

But what then?
There seemed meagre advice on 

weather predictions back then, block-
ies and farmers generally relying on 

thermometers and rain gauges to tell the 
what-is and what-has-been, rather than 
what-will-be.

Around this time, apparently, mete-
orologists tied instruments to weather 
balloons to test the atmosphere’s winds, 
temperature, and moisture, perhaps 
giving blockies some slim idea of the 
oncoming weather.

But now, it was enough to look up 
and see ample dark clouds to know the 
sun wouldn’t be shining soon.

So, with a few hundred trays of 
recently sulphured apricots already 
stacked in the shed, and with hundreds 
more waiting to be cut, quick action was 
vital. If not, mould would set into these 
apricots and about 70-80 per cent of the 
year’s harvest would be unsaleable.

To this day I do not know what oth-
ers did, and it took Dad some agonising 
hours to mull over options, but the plan 
became this: the trays would be shifted 
inside our house.

If there was a fortunate circumstance 
in this, it was that the loungeroom floor 
had recently been renovated and was a 
concrete base only.

So, we removed all the large furni-
ture, including our fir Christmas tree 
that had stood high in a bucket of moist 

sand over Christmas, and pushed the 
rest of the furniture against walls, then 
started hauling those hundreds of trays 
into the loungeroom – with the oil heater 
switched to flat out.

Those trays laden with sulphured 
apricots were stacked to near ceiling 
height, and quickly filled up the loung-
eroom space. There they remained for 
several days with doors shut and a win-
dow open for some air flow.

That confined loungeroom soon filled 
up with the pungent smell of sulphur, 
the fumes instantly assaulting our eyes 
and invading the lungs.

From memory, some of us stayed at 
cousins’ places during that time while 
Mum and Dad kept checking the fruit.

But it gladdened everyone’s hearts to 
see those apricots turn from rounded, 
full and moist to empty spaces appear-
ing on the trays as the fruit dried slowly, 
but perfectly.

Such was, and still remains, the for-
midable life of a Riverland fruit blocker 
where massive human effort is non-
negotiable. Yet despite the fantastic chal-
lenge, the open space, the fresh air and 
teaming up with nature’s intelligence 
has an addictive, irresistible quality to it.

I for one am thankful for it.

DONT BE CAUGHT OUT WITHOUT POWER OR LIGHTS!

HAVE LASER ELECTRICAL INSTALL A  
GENERATOR CHANGEOVER SWITCH  

FOR YOU STARTING FROM $450.00 ! 

177 Fourteenth St, Renmark SA 5341
(08) 8586 6008 | https://renmark.laserelectrical.com.au

RZ
11

24
8-

V7

CALL US GUYS!

GIVE THEM A FLICK, TELL ‘EM TO

Get lost!

(08) 8586 6982 | 130 Renmark Avenue
RZ11273-V7

A letter from  
yesterday

written by Pat Mickan

FIRST a backyard cherry 
theft, now a front-garden 
hibiscus hike.

The theft of cherries 
from a Renmark prop-
erty was reported in 
The Murray Pioneer in 
November, prompting a 
Loxton reader to outline 
their own recent experi-
ences.

The Loxton resident, 
who did not wish to be 
named, said their well-
established native hibiscus 
was recently dug up from 
their front yard and sto-
len by a “callous, brazen” 
thief.

The resident said while 
they were proud of the 
plant, they were more 
concerned about feeling 
“violated” and having an 
unknown person invade 
their privacy and property.

The Loxton resident 
said the plant theft was far 
from an isolated incident 
in the town.

“As I learned… this has 
been an ongoing issue,” 
they said.

“Some (places) got 
‘visited’ more often than 
once, with only valuable 
and good-looking plants 
stolen, including from 
school grounds.”

Loxton Neighbourhood 
Watch secretary Leith 
McDonald said the group 
was yet to hear any recent 
accounts of plant thefts in 
the town, but urged locals 
to report any such inci-
dents.

“We had some plants 
stolen a couple of years 
ago, but lately we haven’t 
heard  anyth ing ,”  Mr 
McDonald said.

“I haven’t heard if any-
one’s lost any Christmas 
lights or anything this 
year. Twelve months ago 
a couple of people had 
Christmas lights stolen.

“But regardless, contact 
police (for) every incident.

“Our motto is if you 
see or hear something 
suspicious,  then ring 
Crimestoppers on 1800 
333 000, police on 131 
444 or the local police sta-
tion in Loxton, which is 
8584 7283.”.

Mr McDonald said 
prompt reporting of any 
crimes or suspicious activ-
ities can pay dividends.

“We had an example 
a couple of years ago up 
in the Loxton west area; 
they heard people rattling 
shed doors and checking 
on cars,” he said.

“Someone reported 
it straight away and they 
caught them the next day.

“If they get the mes-
sage, the police will act 
on it. They’ve got patrols 
going around the town at 
night tines and everything. 
That’s part of their duties.”

Loxton Neighbourhood 
Watch distributes its news-
letter quarterly, and Mr 
McDonald said the group 
aims to foster a “safe and 
connected community”.

- PAUL MITCHELL

Cherry thefts to 
hibiscus hikes

l The Murray Pioneer, 14/11/22

www.murraypioneer.com.au   Wednesday, December 14, 2022   NEWS 25 

www.expressx.com.au
V E H I C L E  R E N T A L

8213 6600
Vehicle Rental

BZ
10

92
2

www.expressx.com.au
D E L I V E R E D

8213 6600 
Delivery and Courier Services 

BZ
10

92
4

Advertising Enquiries:  
8586 8000
ads@murraypioneer.com.au

Local Business Directory servicing the Riverland

RESTAURANTS

SHEDS

SECURITY SERVICES

VEHICLE RENTAL

TRANSPORT SERVICES

www.expressx.com.au
S E C U R I T Y  S E R V I C E S

8213 6600
Security Services

BZ
10

93
0

entegra Sheds 
made from

structural steel

Contact Entegra shed 
designer Steve Lane to 

schedule a site visit

0438 387 686
or visit

www.entegra.com.au

entegra Sheds 
made from

structural steel

Contact Entegra shed 
designer Steve Lane to 

schedule a site visit

0438 387 686
or visit

www.entegra.com.au

Contact Entegra shed designer 
Steve Lane to schedule a site visit

or visit www.entegra.com.au M
R1

79
8

2 McCoy St, Waikerie 
www.waikeriehotel.com
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Riverview Drive, Berri

berrihotel.com.au
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DINING AVAILABLE  
Wednesday to Saturday 

Dinner 6-8pm

Friday & Saturday 
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SUNDAY BRUNCH  
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OPPOSITE THE  
Monash Playground
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OPEN 7 DAYS  
Breakfast  |  Lunch  |  Dinner
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ADVERTISE YOUR  
BUSINESS HERE!

THE detection of fruit fly 
larvae in backyard fruit 
has seen a quarantine zone 
inside Renmark extended. 

PIRSA last Wednesday 
announced the Renmark 
West fruit fly outbreak 
boundary had been extended 
to now include the Industry 
Park area off Airport Road. 

A PIRSA spokesperson 
advised local workers “need 
to be aware not to move 
fruit from lunchboxes off 
this site”. 

There are currently 16 
active fruit fly outbreaks 
in the region, including at 
Lindsay Point across the 
Victorian border. 

The expected end date 
of all outbreaks is current-
ly February 22, however 
this may change if further 
detections are made. 

Fur ther  in format ion 
regarding fruit fly outbreaks 
in the region can be found 
by visiting the website 
(https://fruitfly.sa.gov.au/).

Fruit fly zone extended 

A RIVERLAND business 
owner has been recognised 
for her social media influ-
ence at a recent media com-
munications awards night.

Sue Heward, owner of 
Monash-based Singing 
Magpie Produce, was 
awarded Rural Social 
Influencer of the Year at 
the 2022 Rural Media & 
Communicators SA/NT 
Awards.

The award – sponsored 
by AgCommunicators – 
was presented to “recognise 
the changing landscape of 
rural media”.

“It is important we rec-
ognise people outside of the 
traditional journalism and 
photography industries for 
the important work they do 
in communicating to rural 
and regional SA/NT and 
how individuals can tell 
the story of rural life over 
social media,” RMC SA/NT 
president Leigh Radford 
OAM said.

“This is the second year 
of these innovative awards, 
and we look forward to see-
ing them continue to grow 
in popularity in years to 
come.”

Ms Heward took to 
Facebook to share her 
appreciation of the award.

“It’s a total honour to 
be acknowledged for shar-
ing the stories of what is 
like to grow/produce food 
in Australia, our Singing 
Magpie Produce story 
and life on our 101-year-
old family orchard in the 
Riverland, South Australia,” 
she said.

“And thank you to you 
all, our Singing Magpie 
family and community, for 
supporting us all the way.”

Singing Sue’s praises at SA awards
Singing Magpie Produce owner Sue Heward, of Monash, was awarded Rural Social 

Influencer of the Year at the recent RMC SA/NT Awards. PHOTO: Elyse Armanini

PAUL MITCHELL
IT’S the  case  of  the 
mys te r ious  Chr i s tmas 
cherry theft.

A Renmark resident says 
her backyard cherry tree 
was last week “stripped” 
of its 5kg bounty, while the 
handful of fallen cherries 
were also taken.

Subsequent social media 
inquiries indicated other 
Riverlanders had expe-
rienced similar thefts, 
prompting the woman to 
contact PIRSA (Primary 
Industry and Resources 
SA) to check whether the 
region’s fruit fly response 
might be responsible.

“My social media post 
said that either the thieves 
were very tidy, because 
they cleaned up the few 
cherries that were on the 
ground as well, or that 
PIRSA had taken them,” the 
woman said.

“The tree’s in my back-
yard, so I would have 
thought you’d need to be 

looking for it.”
However, PIRSA has 

reassured The Murray 
Pioneer that its co-ordinat-
ed fruit fly response – being 
carried out by its so-called 
orange shirt brigade – 
played no part in the unso-
licited cherry-picking.

“PIRSA has no record 
of fruit being stripped from 
this cherry tree due to the 
presence of fruit fly,” said 
Nick Secomb, general man-
ager of the PIRSA Fruit Fly 
Response Program.

“While fallen fruit can 
be picked up and infected 
fruit taken from trees, when 
either of these actions is 
taken the property owner 
is notified and the data is 
recorded by PIRSA.”

While Mr Secomb said 
PIRSA has strict protocols 
in place for the collection 
of fallen and fruit-fly-
infected fruit and its staff 
are easy to spot, he encour-
aged locals to report any 
suspected fruit thefts.

“PIRSA fruit fly staff are 
identifiable by their orange 
overalls and each staff 
member also carries official 
photographic ID,” he said.

“Suspicious behaviour is 
encouraged to be reported 
to SAPOL on 131 444.

“We take al l  public 
inquiries around this area 
seriously and look to work 
with the community when 
issues are reported.

“We are proud of our 
fruit fly team, who work to 
the highest of standards to 
protect the community and 
local economy, and after 
investigating, feel extreme-
ly confident none were 
involved in this.”

The  Renmark  r e s i -
dent said PIRSA took 
her query seriously and 
that its staff were “fantas-
tic”. Meanwhile she is left 
lamenting the costly theft 
over Christmas, with cher-
ries currently retailing for 
between $23 and $25 per 
kilogram.

Cherries ripe Cherries ripe 
for theft for theft 

Solution to our 
apricot-cutting 
emergency

PHOTO: Theleadsouthaustralia.com.au

NEW data  f rom the 
MyFitnessPal app reveals 
that the majority (65 per 
cent) of Australians have 
set a new year’s resolution 
in 2023.

However, the data also 
shows that less than half 
(47 per cent) make it 

halfway through January 
before giving up.

The top resolutions for 
2023 include exercising to 
lose weight (50 per cent), 
eating more healthily (41 
per cent) and exercising to 
lose fat and gain muscle 
(22 per cent).

Fitness our top 2023 resolution

ALEXANDRA BULL
L OX T O N  Wa i k e r i e 
council has a new deputy 
mayor, with Ramco’s 
Clive Matthews elected to 
the role at the December 
council meeting by his 
fellow councillors. 

Cr Matthews, who has 
been a councillor since 
2018, said he felt “quite 
privileged” to be chosen 
for the two-year role.

“I am very excited 
about the next two years 
of my life,” he said.

“Ever since I got onto 
council I have always 
tried to bring transpar-
ency between the council 
and the community.

“I’ve always tried to 
look to the future of our 
entire council district.”

Cr Matthews has been 
living in the Waikerie 
area for over 20 years and 

said he enjoys the coun-
try lifestyle.

“We have got every-
thing at our fingertips; 
we can go and enjoy the 
river, we have got pretty 
much everything we need 
in the Riverland,” he said. 

The role of deputy 
mayor was previously 
held by Trevor Norton, 
who was e lected as 
mayor in the 2022 local 
government elections.

Loxton Waikerie’s new deputy

Clive Matthews will serve as the deputy 
mayor of Loxton Waikerie council for the 

next two years after he was elected to the 
role at the December council meeting. 

PHOTO: Facebook
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CHRISTINE WEBSTER
TWO Waikerie houseboat opera-
tors are offering a free pontoon 
boat service to the community to 
help fill the gap caused by the clo-
sure of the Waikerie ferry due to 
the River Murray flood.

Green and Gold Houseboats 
owners James and Ruth Copeland 
m a d e  t h e  o ff e r  o n  s o c i a l 
media after the Department of 
Infrastructure and Transport (DIT) 
made the decision to close the 
Waikerie ferry last Friday night.

The couple are offering the pon-
toon boat service anytime during 
emergency situations. 

DIT said the ferry was expect-
ed to remain closed while flood 
conditions remained above 12.0 
Australian Height Datum (AHD)

Mr Copeland said having access 
to the pontoon boat would speed 
up travel from Taylorville to 
Waikerie. 

“If someone had a heart attack 
or a car crash on the Taylorville 
side of the river, it could take an 

extra hour to get to Waikerie via 
Cadell instead of 10 minutes on a 
pontoon boat,” he said. 

Mr Copeland has also offered 
the service to the Taylorville-based 
CFS unit.

The Copelands have been avail-
able for half-an-hour each morning 

and afternoon since Saturday for 
anyone needing a ride across the 
river.

The services are being offered at 
7.30am and 4.30pm. 

Mr Copeland said those using 
the service can make a donation 
to the River Boys team who par-

ticipate in the Novita Mighty River 
Run fundraiser each year. 

He said during the new year 
long-weekend no-one took up 
the offer, but yesterday some 
did, including Bank SA Waikerie 
branch manager Naomi Campbell, 
who was having her car serviced 

at Berri.
“I am happy to make a donation 

to the Novita Mighty River Run,” 
she said. 

Ms Campbell said she would be 
using the boat service today and 
also tomorrow before taking some 
annual leave, when she would get 
to experience a ferry once more. 

“I will be taking the ferry to 
Kangaroo Island,” she said. 

Mr Copeland said he would 
continue providing the two boat 
services daily, as long as demand 
remained, otherwise he would be 
available to take bookings a day in 
advance. 

Lifejackets will be mandatory 
for those travelling on the pon-
toon boat. Anyone needing trans-
port across the River Murray 
between Taylorville and Waikerie 
should contact Mr Copeland on 
0408 831 688.

L I F E S T Y L E 
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mowers and RTV’s are designed to make 
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on demand, you’ll be living in your element 
with Kubota.

A V A I L A B L E

A C R O S S  T H E  K U B O T A  R A N G E

131 Fifteenth Street
Renmark | 08 8586 6714
www.growersservices.com.au

131 Fifteenth Street 
Renmark | 08 8586 6714
www.growersservices.com.au

Live in your Element
Kubota’s lifestyle range of compact 
tractors, mowers and RTV’s are designed 
to make light work of all your residential 
tasks. Delivering high performance and 
reliability on demand, you’ll be living in 
your element with Kubota.
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8582 3425  - Make a dining reservation now  
OR BOOK ONLINE!  |   45 Shiell Rd, Berri

HAPPY 
NEW
YEAR!
Celebrate with the team at  
Big River Golf and Country Club.

OPEN 7 DAYS
Breakfast | Lunch | Dinner 

Follow us on Facebook
bigrivergolfandcountryclub.com.au

BZ
11

38
4-

v7

THE Waikerie ferry 
has been closed due 
to the River Murray 
exceeding more than 12m 
Australian Height Datum.

It was closed from 
11pm last Friday.

A  Department of 
Infrastructure and 
Transport (DIT) spokes-
person said the ferry 
would resume operation 
once the water level has 

dropped to 12m AHD, 
which has been deemed 
as the safe level for it to 
operate. 

Alternate routes are 
the Kingston Bridge 
upstream and the Cadell 
Ferry downstream.

The spokesperson said 
some cable guides on 
the Waikerie ferry had 
experienced higher wear 
than normal due to the 

increased river flow, but 
this was expected and 
was not of concern to 
DIT.

The spokesperson said 
the Cadell ferry remained 
operational and based on 
the current Department 
for Environment and 
Water’s forecasted water 
levels, should continue to 
operate for the foresee-
able future.

The Morgan ferry 
is expected to remain 
closed while flood condi-
tions remain above 7.6m 
AHD.

The Department of 
Environment and Water 
is expecting the flood 
to peak at Waikerie and 
Morgan this week and at 
Blanchetown sometime 
over the next 10 days.

- CHRISTINE WEBSTER

Waikerie couple’s free pontoon service after ferry closes...

Need a ride across the river?

The Waikerie ferry will not be reopened until the River Murray drops to 
12m AHD, the SA government says. PHOTO: Christine Webster

Flood EVENT

TREE FALLS NEAR CHURCH: Last weekend Renmark man Ian Kent took this photograph 
of a gum tree that toppled over, due to the flooding, perilously close to the Renmark 

Anglican Church, on James Avenue. Fortunately no one was injured.

PARINGA BRIDGE BLOCKED: A fallen tree across Paringa Bridge caused lengthy traffic 
delays on December 21. Traffic was reduced to a single lane and emergency service 

crews attended. PHOTO: Robyn McIntosh

Service to resume when water level drops

Green and Gold Houseboats owner James Copeland returning to the Waikerie side of the River Murray after 
dropping off a passenger at Taylorville yesterday. PHOTO: Christine Webster
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  Send your photos with captions to: 
 editor@murraypioneer.com.au  

and we’ll feature them on this page

ABOUT
I N  T H E  R I V E R L A N D

COMMUNITY DIARY

WEEKLY 
Guided tours of The Pines Historic House 
are held every Sunday at 2pm, at 18 Henry 
Street, Loxton. Gardens open seven days. 
Extra tour inquiries to Helen (0421 601 
903).
WEEKLY 
Barmera Theatre Art & Craft Gallery 
in the Bonney Theatre complex open for 
sales Tuesday to Friday 10am to 2pm, and 
Saturday 9:30am to 11:30. Inquiries to Ruth 
(0428 899 506).
WEEKLY 
Palms Bingo Club hold a bingo session 
every Tuesday at the Monash Club. Doors 
open at 11am and eyes down at 11.30am. 
Lunch and drinks available from the bar.
WEEKLY 
Every Monday, even long weekends, 1pm to 
4pm. Card and board games at Renmark 
Lutheran Church, 62 Seventeenth Street, 
Renmark. Phone Roz Frazer (8595 1560).
WEEKLY
Social badminton is played at the Barmera 

Recreation Centre every Thursday evening 
from 6.30pm to 8pm, and Tuesday mornings 
from 9am to 10.30am. Racquets are avail-
able and all welcome. For more information 
contact Judy (8588 8000).
WEEKLY
Barmera Lake Bonney Quilters meet every 
Wednesday 9am to 4pm at the Riverland 
Field Days site. Friendly group. All welcome, 
beginner or experienced. Contact 0438 837 
307.
WEEKLY 
Line dancing at the Monash Club every 
Thursday, 11am to 2pm. Lunch and drinks 
available.
WEEKLY
The Loxton Legacy Widow Group meet on 
the fourth Monday of the month at 10.30am 
at the Loxton RSL hall.
WEEKLY 
The Barmera Community Men’s Shed is 
open Monday and Thursday from 8am to 
12.30pm at the Bruce Oval. All men are wel-
come. Not open on public holidays.

WEEKLY
The Berri Community Men’s Shed new 
open times are 9am to 1pm on Mondays 
and Thursdays. New members welcome. 
Inquiries phone 0428 215 114.
WEEKLY 
Meet, Greet & Eat at Loxcare Community 
Hub, 13 Drabsch Street, Loxton, every Friday 
at 10am. Come and enjoy morning tea and a 
chat. For inquiries phone 8584 6954. Good 
food, good people, good times.
WEEKLY 
Riverland Concert Brass Band. Monday 
nights 7pm to 8.30pm, except public holi-
days. 1 Verran Terrace, Berri. All musicians 
welcome.
WEEKLY
Berri Seniors meet every Tuesday, 1pm to 
4pm at the club rooms at 4 Draper Road, 
Berri. Pool, cards, games, computer or just 
socialise. Everyone welcome.
WEEKLY
Loxton Historical Village is closed until fur-
ther notice. Apologies for any inconvenience.

WEEKLY 
The SACWA Loxton District Branch meets 
every Thursday, from 10am-2pm, at its hall 
on Kokoda Tce, Loxton. Come along and 
enjoy a cuppa, companionship and craft.
WEEKLY
Tea nights at Barmera RSL, Sturt Street, 
Barmera. Every Friday night, served from 
6pm. $15 for a two-course meal. For book-
ings contact Peter (0408 813 882).
WEEKLY 
Ukulele every Thursday during school terms, 
from 5.15pm to 6.45pm at the Monash Hall 
supper room. Inquiries to Margot (0407 796 
508).
SUNDAY, JANUARY 8, 15 & 22
Free Pondi workshops with Elders and artists 
at Riverland Youth Theatre, 4pm-6pm for 
First Nation children aged 8-16. TUESDAY, 
JANUARY 10, 17 & 24
Lord of the Rings big screen watch party at 
Riverland Youth Theatre, 5pm-8pm. Cost $5 
or $15 for a family, BYO food and drink. All 
ages welcome.

A guide to what’s on in the Riverland and Northern Mallee for community non-profit events. Email: 
editor@murraypioneer.com.au with an event description in 30 words or less.

Jim Nettlebeck, Neil Wallis, Rob Hamood, Chris ‘Charlie’ Brown, Wal Lehmann and Bruce 
Porter.

GHS REUNION: The Glossop High 
School class of 1972 celebrated its 
50th anniversary with a reunion at 
Barmera Club on October 22. Special 
thanks was given to the organising 
committee of Annie Wilden, 
Christine Dunhill, Jenni Moore, 
Pauline Coats and Wal Lehmann, 
and to Bruce Porter for supplying 
the evening’s memorabilia. Special 
guest PE teacher Chris ‘Charlie’ 
Brown delivered a hilarious account 
of his time at GHS. Other guests 
included Bob Hamood (1972 head 
prefect), Jim Nettlebeck, Michael 
Maitland (travelled from NZ) and 
Danny Kingbiel (Queensland). 
PHOTOS: supplied

Annie Wilden, Nita Von Stanke, Denise Wallis, Suzette Reed, Pauline Coats, Helen Krollig and 
Irene Dymott (seated).

GARDEN CLUB FUNDRAISER: The Loxton Garden Club held a high 
tea in Jacqui Schulz’s garden during the Riverland Rose Festival. 

As a result, a cheque for $2500 was presented to the Royal 
Flying Doctor Service (RFDS) on December 2. All money raised at 
present is going to the patient transfer facility to be built at the 
Renmark Airport. Construction is due to commence this month 

and be completed in May. Pictured are Loxton Garden Club 
president Ian Cass and Riverland RFDS Support Group secretary 

Jill Binder. PHOTO: supplied

Chaffey MP Tim Whetstone attended 
Renmark Primary School’s recent end-
of-year graduation, where he presented 

David Vu with the MP School Award. 
PHOTOS: supplied

Tim Whetstone at Barmera Primary School’s graduation event late last year, 
pictured with the graduating students.
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BROCHURES
& FLYERS

P : 8586 8080
E : sales@jcirving.com.au

FOR THE  
BEST PRICE 

PHONE  
TODAY

High quality brochures and flyers. Choose either double or singled sided, 
along with a  wide range of papers, sizes and special finishes. Artwork 

designed in-house to suit your needs or print your existing artwork. 
Contact Irving Print + Design today for a quote.

You name it, we print it

PIRATE Life Brewing has 
teamed up with the iconic 
Riverland-centric St Agnes 
Distillery for a specialty, 
limited release beer.

The SA-based brands 
made the joint announce-
ment in December, explain-
ing that the 7.5 per cent sour 
ale would serve as a refresh-
ing take on a ‘Sidecar’ cock-
tail and is a tasteful blend of 
each producers’ crafts.

Richard Angove, fifth-
generation Angove family 
member and co-managing 
director of the St Agnes 
Distillery, said Pirate Life 
reached out to his business 
back in August with an idea 
to collaborate.

“I’m a massive fan of their 
beers, and had never been to 
their Port Adelaide brewery, 
so we jumped at the chance 
to meet there for a chat,” Mr 

Angove said.
“The set-up down in the 

Port is amazing and we were 
blown away with the crew’s 
passion for their craft, col-
laboration, and South Aussie 
produce in general.”

After a tour and a tasting, 
Mr Angove sat with Pirate 
Life brewer Jake Haysman 
to discuss capturing one of 
South Australia’s favourite 

spirits – brandy made by 
the 100-year-old St Agnes 
Distillery – in a beer.

“After a quick brainstorm, 
we landed on something 
quite unique,” Mr Angove 
said. “A sour ale inspired 
by one of the world’s most 
celebrated cocktails, the 
Sidecar.”

A citrus-focused cock-
tail made with brandy, 
Cointreau, and lemon juice, 
the Sidecar is described as 
“lively, fresh, and ideally 
matched for the Aussie fes-
tive season”.

The Pirate Life x St Agnes 
Distillery Sidecar Sour Ale is 
available from Pirate Life’s 
online store plus selected 
independent bottle shops, 
however just 5000 litres are 
in circulation.

St Agnes Distillery is 
located in Renmark.

Sip sip 
hooray 
for award 
repeat
RIVERLAND winemaker, 
919 Wines, has taken out 
the Winestate Magazine 
Fortified Wine of the Year 
for a second year in a row.

For the 2022 awards, the 
winery’s 919 Pale Dry Apera 
took out the top gong, while 
its 2021 winner, 919 Classic 
Muscat, also earned a place 
in the top five.

Chief winemaker Eric 
Semmler was also nomi-
nated for the Australian 
Winemaker of the Year 
award.

The latest success follows 
919’s success in taking out 
the 2022 Organic Wine of 
the Year award for its 919 
2018 Touriga Nacional.

“It’s pretty exciting to 
win this prestigious award 
two years in a row,” said Mr 
Semmler.

“It’s been nice to end the 
year on a high, especially 
given the challenges that the 
Riverland wine industry is 
facing at the moment. It’s a 
real boost.”

919 Wines makes a range 
of specialist wine using 
Mediterranean varieties from 
its vineyards in Glossop and 
Loxton.

“It’s a bit of a challenge 

at the moment managing 
vineyards on both sides of 
the river, but this is a tempo-
rary situation,” Mr Semmler 
said while referencing local 
flood-enforced road closures.

“The disease pressure is 
easing as the season pro-
gresses, and we think vin-
tage will be a couple of 
weeks later than it has been 
recently.

“We’re looking forward 
to refined fruit flavours due 
to the cooler season, which 
should give great body 

and texture in the resulting 
wines.”

Winestate Magazine evalu-
ates 10,000 to 12,000 wines 
from Australia and New 
Zealand each year in its com-
petition, one of the biggest in 
the southern hemisphere.

Wi n n i n g  w i n e s  a r e 
assessed on at least three 
separate occasions during 
the year by different judges, 
and the Winemaker of the 
Year is selected as a result of 
the winery’s overall perfor-
mance.

LOCAL wine grape grow-
ers facing the “harsh reali-
ty” of uncertainty surround-
ing intake for the current 
vintage have been encour-
aged to contact an agricul-
tural support service.  

Rural Business Support 
(RBS) advised i t  had 
experienced an increased 
number of inquiries from 
Riverland grape grow-
ers regarding the econom-
ic impacts of oversupply 
issues, shipping and freight 
costs, China’s ongoing wine 
trade tariffs, and decreas-
ing market values on the 
upcoming vintage. 

“We have found that 
business owners who con-
sider possible cashflow 
scenarios and think prac-
tically about their options 
in different situations are 
usually better prepared to 
work through their business 
challenges,” said RBS CEO 
Brett Smith.

“We hope that by think-
ing through some options 
and preparing contingency 
plans for the immediate 
future wine grape growers 
and agricultural contractors 
for the wine industry will be 

better prepared for vintage 
2023.” 

Mr Smith said growers 
with expiring contracts may 
have to put surplus fruit on 
the ground, while others 
may be unaware their expir-
ing contract was unlikely 
to be renewed for the 2023 
vintage. 

Mr Smith said the resting 

of vines was also unlikely 
to cover input or over-
head costs due to expect-
ed “lower payments from 
March onwards”. 

Riverland wine industry 
members concerned about 
their financial wellbeing 
through the upcoming vin-
tage are encouraged to con-
tact RBS on 1800 836 211.

2023 vintage ‘not 
business as usual’ 
says support group

RBS CEO Brett Smith has encouraged grape growers 
concerned about their financial position through the 2023 

vintage to seek assistance through the service.  
PHOTO: supplied

Eric Semmler, chief winemaker at 919 Wines, which recently 
took out Winestate Magazine’s Fortified Wine of the Year 

award for a second year in a row. PHOTO: supplied

Ale drink to that: St Agnes and Pirate Life unite

Pirate life 
brewer 

Jake 
Haysman 

and St 
Agnes 

Distillery’s 
Richard 
Angove 

celebrate 
the union 

of the 
businesses 

in a new 
sour ale 
product.
 PHOTOS: 
supplied
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Local Business Directory servicing Renmark, Berri, Loxton, Waikerie, Morgan, Barmera

Gallard Group are your trusted Riverland 
Agents for JCB Agricultural Equipment!

w | gallardgroup.com.au
e  | spareparts@gallardgroup.com.au
t  | 08 8582 1671

8586 6008

177 Fourteenth St, Renmark

“Totally Dependable”
FO

21332

CALL US NOW!

Ph: 8586 4411
155, 14TH ST, RIEDEL LANE, RENMARK

FO
21

33
4

CONVEYANCING

CARAVAN PARK

MOBILITY ASSISTANCE

LEGAL SERVICES

ELECTRICIANSAGRICULTURE / HORTICULTURE

AIR CONDITIONING / HEATING

HARDWARE & TRADE SUPPLIERS

DENTIST
PEST CONTROL

MECHANIC

PASSENGER TRANSPORT

PAINTING & SUPPLIES

CLEANING SERVICES

W
Z10144

All Electrical Work • Domestic, Commercial & Industrial  
Solar Supply & Installation • Air Conditioning

Antenna Systems • Repairs & Installations
BLD: 154110   ABN: 60 472 028 584

It’s good to go to 
someone you know.

8582 2144 | Old Sturt Hwy, Berri

RIVERLANDSTEEL.COM.AU

BZ11316

57 Renmark Ave, Renmark  
admin@riverlandagri.com

ALLAN: 0499 980 148
MECHANIC: 0455 038 686

PH: 8586 6136

RZ11327

RIVERLAND

RENMARK: (08) 8586 6714
BERRI: (08) 8582 1500

"Why would you trust anybody else"

FO
21336 Shop 3, 14 White Street, Waikerie

Contact us for a FREE consultation 

08 8333 3525

PROPERTY CONVEYANCERS

W
Z10175

130 Renmark Avenue

EXPERT BUG BUSTERS

Call (08) 8586 6982

FO
21335

DENTURE CLINIC
STEVE’S

DENTAL PROSTHETIST & TECHNICIAN

PH: (08) 8501 1187
EMERGENCY: 0426 950 334
steve@stevesdentureclinic.com.au

3 Barwell Avenue, Barmera

FO
21798

Book an appointment today on

11 Riverview Drive, Berri    
 obriens@obriens-solicitors.com.au

Buying or Selling?
a member of the  Lawyers Group

8582 1288 FO
21

63
5

(08) 8582 1844
Old Sturt Hwy, Berri   devilees.com.au

info.berri@devilees.com.au
FO21640AU35323

Phone  0466 897 115 0466 897 115     

Riverland 
Mobility 

Equipment

Open: Monday - Tuesday by appointment   
Wednesday - Friday 9 to 5

For all your health care and mobility 
needs see Tracey today.

FO21806

Mobile: 0417 861 365
Email: wardpaint@outlook.com

Lic. BLD50608

W
Z1

02
57

 

 

SHOWROOM/OFFICE – 261 RENMARK AVE RENMARK (BEHIND CARWASH) 
 

  

 SPECIALIZING IN AIR CONDITIONING AND 
REFRIGERATION. 

 ALSO AVAILABLE FOR ELECTRICAL WORK. 
 FULLY QUALIFIED AND LICENSED TECHNICIANS. 

 

THE ONLY AUTHORISED DIAMOND DEALER IN THE RIVERLAND 

 

PHONE: 
8595 1677 

roe.riverland@internode.on.net 

AU 20858 
BLD 218440 
PGE 249033 

& 

BEDROOM SPLIT SYSTEMS STARTING FROM 

$749.00 
PLUS INSTALLATION. 

 

WORKS FOR YOU 

 

 

SHOWROOM/OFFICE – 261 RENMARK AVE RENMARK (BEHIND CARWASH) 
 

  

 SPECIALIZING IN AIR CONDITIONING AND 
REFRIGERATION. 

 ALSO AVAILABLE FOR ELECTRICAL WORK. 
 FULLY QUALIFIED AND LICENSED TECHNICIANS. 

 

THE ONLY AUTHORISED DIAMOND DEALER IN THE RIVERLAND 

 

PHONE: 
8595 1677 

roe.riverland@internode.on.net 

AU 20858 
BLD 218440 
PGE 249033 

& 

BEDROOM SPLIT SYSTEMS STARTING FROM 

$749.00 
PLUS INSTALLATION. 

 

WORKS FOR YOU 

Phone 8595 1677

 Get a quote today!
WORKS FOR YOU

261 Renmark Avenue
 admin@roeaire.com.auAU20858   BLD218440   PGE249003
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THE PERFECT PLACE TO  
SPEND TIME AWAY!

(08) 8588 7164
59 Shueard Road, Cobdogla
cobdoglacaravanpark.com.au 

FO
21
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For all your 
denture 
needs!

171 FIFTEENTH STREET, RENMARK

☎ 8586 6610

RZ11497

www.expressx.com.au
P A S S E N G E R  T R A N S P O R T

8213 6600
Passenger Transport

BZ
10

92
3-

V3

www.expressx.com.au
X T R A - C L E A N

8213 6600
Commercial Cleaning

BZ
10

92
5-

V3
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RESTAURANTS

SHEDS

SECURITY SERVICES

VEHICLE RENTAL

TRANSPORT SERVICES

entegra Sheds 
made from

structural steel

Contact Entegra shed 
designer Steve Lane to 

schedule a site visit

0438 387 686
or visit

www.entegra.com.au

entegra Sheds 
made from

structural steel

Contact Entegra shed 
designer Steve Lane to 

schedule a site visit

0438 387 686
or visit

www.entegra.com.au

Contact Entegra shed designer 
Steve Lane to schedule a site visit

or visit www.entegra.com.au M
R1

79
8

2 McCoy St, Waikerie 
www.waikeriehotel.com

(08) 8541 2999W
Z10230

Ph: 8582  1411
Riverview Drive, Berri

berrihotel.com.au

FO
21799

8583 5343

DINING AVAILABLE  
Wednesday to Saturday 

Dinner 6-8pm

Friday & Saturday 
Lunch 12-2pm

SUNDAY BRUNCH  
10am-2pm

OPPOSITE THE  
Monash Playground

BZ11329

45 Shiell Rd, Berri
Mon to Sun: 7am - 10pm

bigrivergolfandcountryclub.com.au

OPEN 7 DAYS  
Breakfast  |  Lunch  |  Dinner

Reservations Appreciated
8582 3425

FO
21638

ADVERTISE YOUR  
BUSINESS HERE!

www.expressx.com.au
V E H I C L E  R E N T A L

8213 6600
Vehicle Rental

BZ
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2-

V3

www.expressx.com.au
D E L I V E R E D

8213 6600 
Delivery and Courier Services 

BZ
10

92
4-

V3

www.expressx.com.au
S E C U R I T Y  S E R V I C E S

8213 6600
Security Services

BZ
10
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RIVERLAND audiences will be treated 
to theatre shows, plus music and visual 
exhibitions as a regional art organisation 
marks a milestone anniversary this year.

Country Arts SA in November released 
the feature productions of its 2023 program, 
which will also mark the organisation’s 30th 
anniversary. 

Country Arts SA chief executive Anthony 
Peluso said numerous events and produc-
tions were developed by “home-grown local 
talent”. 

“We are so excited to be celebrating our 
30th anniversary by presenting a carefully 
selected program of events and activities 
that give us all a reason to come together 
and party,” Mr Peluso said. 

“For the past 30 years we have made art 
happen in all its forms across the regions, 
encouraging audiences to see something dif-
ferent and new, and most importantly, bring-
ing communities together.” 

Following its critically acclaimed pre-
miere in 2021, the stage show Euphoria – 

which explores “the joys and challenges of 
living in a country town” – will again tour 
South Australia. 

The Restless Dance Theatre produc-
tion Exposed also highlights the program, 
while the South Australian premiere of The 
Sunshine Club musical, and the returning 
Nunga Screen, are part of a “strengthened 
commitment to First Nations arts in 2023”. 

Minister for Arts Andrea Michaels said 
delivering “diverse arts and cultural experi-
ences” was a goal for the 2023 program.

“Country Arts SA has created and shared 
arts experiences with regional artists and 
regional communities for three decades – an 
impressive milestone,” Ms Michaels said.  

“Arts and culture bring communities and 
audiences together – something we all need 
after the past couple of years.” 

Further information regarding the 2023 
program can be found by visiting the 
Country Arts SA website (countryarts.org.
au).

Country Arts unveils 2023 program

The award-winning production Euphoria, which highlights mental health struggles in regional 
communities, will return to South Australian stages as part of Country Arts SA’s 2023 

program. PHOTO: supplied

A LOCAL organisation received a 
significant donation thanks to members of 
the public supporting an annual Christmas 
fundraiser late last year.

The Lions Club of Renmark donated 
$6000 to the Riverland branch of the Royal 
Flying Doctor Service (RFDS) following a 
successful ‘monster Christmas raffle’ fun-
draiser held in Renmark Square during the 
lead-up to Christmas.

The fundraiser’s net proceeds, plus pub-
lic donations, totalled $2905, while $3000 
from the Renmark Lions bazaar held in 
November and rounding up from club funds 
brought the total donation to $6000.

The raffle was drawn on December 
22 and the donation was presented to 
Riverland RFDS committee president Alan 
Eckermann on December 28.

“Our club thanks the owners/manage-

ment of the Renmark Square Shopping 
Centre for allowing us to conduct this fun-
draising project and sell our cakes/puddings 
again,” said Renmark Lions president Allan 
Maddocks.

“We thank them for providing space 
within the small area adjacent to the front 
entrance to the shopping mall.

“This year’s fundraiser follows a suc-
cessful wrapping service given by members 
and partners of our club in partnership with 
the shopping centre management over past 
years.

“As in past years, funds raised at this time 
of year go to RFDS, a much-valued service 
for country communities, and which has 
been the usual beneficiary of the proceeds 
from our wrapping service.

“We are pleased to be able to give them 
this total donation of $6000.”

Riverland RFDS get fundraising boost

Renmark Lions Club president Allan Maddocks (left) and treasurer Graham Edwards (right) 
presented the $6000 donation to Riverland RFDS committee president Alan Eckermann late 

last year. PHOTO: supplied
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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 4 TO TUESDAY, JANUARY 10

5:05 Tik Tak; 5:10 Clangers; 5:20 Bud-
di; 5:25 Children’s Programs; 5:55 Reef 
School
6:05 The Adventures Of Paddington
6:20 Bluey
6:30 Spicks And Specks
7:30 Hard Quiz
8:30 TBA
10:45 Doctor Who
11:35 Death In Paradise
12:35 Killing Eve
1:15 The Trip To Greece
1:45 ABC News Update
1:50 ABC TV Plus Programs Re-
sume At 6.30pm
 
 
  

5:05 Tik Tak 5:10 Clangers; 5:20 Buddi; 
5:25 Children’s Programs; 5:55 Reef 
School
6:05 The Adventures Of Paddington
6:20 Bluey
6:30 Spicks And Specks
7:30 Whose Line Is It Anyway?
8:15 Live At The Apollo
9:00 Melbourne Comedy Festival
10:00 The Set
10:35 Doctor Who
11:25 Would I Lie To You?
11:55 Staged
12:20 Bliss
12:45 TBA
1:30 Fleabag
1:55 QI
2:25 ABC News Update
2:30 ABC TV Plus Programs Re-
sume At 6.30pm

5:05 Tik Tak; 5:10 Clangers; 5:20 Bud-
di; 5:25 Children’s Programs; 5:55 Reef 
School
6:05 The Adventures Of Paddingto
6:20 Bluey
6:30 Spicks And Specks
7:30 You Can’t Ask That
8:30 TBA
9:20 Louis Theroux’s Altered States
10:25 Dinosaurs Of The Frozen 
Continent
11:15 Long Lost Family
12:05 George Clarke’s Amazing 
Spaces
12:50 ABC News Update
12:55 ABC TV Plus Programs 
Resume At 6.30pm  
 

5:05 Tik Tak; 5:10 Clangers; 5:20 Bud-
di; 5:25 Children’s Programs; 5:55 Reef 
School
6:05 The Adventures Of Paddingto
6:20 Bluey
6:30 Spicks And Specks
7:30 Attenborough And The Empire 
Of The Ants
8:25 Long Lost Family
9:10 George Clarke’s Amazing 
Spaces
10:00 Australia Remastered
10:55 TBA
11:40 Whose Line Is It Anyway?
12:05 Veneno
1:10 ABC News Update
1:15 ABC TV Plus Programs Re-
sume At 6.30pm
 

5:05 Tik Tak; 5:10 Clangers; 5:20 Bud-
di; 5:25 Children’s Programs; 5:55 Reef 
School
6:05 The Adventures Of Paddingto
6:20 Bluey
6:30 Spicks And Specks
7:30 Would I Lie To You?
8:30 The Trip To Greece
6:05 The Adventures Of Paddington
9:00 Staged
9:25 Bliss
9:50 Fleabag
10:15 QI
10:45 Friday Night Dinner
11:10 Everything’s Gonna Be Okay
11:35 Black Comedy
12:00 Superwog
12:25 Penn And Teller
1:05 Whose Line Is It Anyway?
1:25 ABC News Update

6:00 Sunrise; 9:00 Test Cricket; 5:30 
The Chase Australia
6:00 Seven News
7:00 Better Homes And Gardens 
Summer
8:30 Lord Of The Rings - The Two 
Towers
12:05 The Good Doctor
1:05 The Good Doctor
2:00 Home Shopping
4:00 Million Dollar Minute
5:00 NBC Today

6:00 NBC Today; 7:00 Weekend Sun-
rise; 9:00 Test Cricket; 5:30 Border Se-
curity - Australia’s Front Line
6:00 Seven News
7:00 A Dog’s Journey
9:15 The Sapphires
11:20 World’s Most Shocking Emer-
gency Calls
12:20 The Good Doctor
1:20 Travel Oz
2:00 Home Shopping
4:00 Get Clever
5:00 My Greek Odyssey

6:00 NBC Today; 7:00 Weekend Sun-
rise; 9:00 Test Cricket; 5:30 South Aus-
sie With Cosi
6:00 Seven News
7:00 Big Bash League Cricket
10:30 7NEWS Spotlight
11:30 World’s Most Shocking Emer-
gency Calls
12:30 The Good Doctor
1:30 Harry’s Practice
2:00 Home Shopping
3:30 Million Dollar Minute
4:00 NBC Today
5:00 Seven Early News
5:30 Sunrise

6:00 Sunrise; 9:00 The Morning Show 
Summer Series; 11:30 Seven Morning 
News; 12:00 Home And Away; 2:00 
Surveillance Oz; 2:30 Beach Cops; 
3:00 The Chase; 4:00 Seven News At 
4; 5:00 The Chase Australia
6:00 Seven News
7:00 Home And Away
7:30 Big Bash League Cricket
10:00 Big Bash League Cricket
10:30 The Spin
11:00 Unbelievable Moments 
Caught On Camera
12:00 Australia’s Amazing Homes
1:00 Harry’s Practice
2:00 Home Shopping
4:00 NBC Today
5:00 Seven Early News
5:30 Sunrise

6:00 Sunrise; 9:00 The Morning Show 
Summer Series; 11:30 Seven Morning 
News; 12:00 Nancy Drew; 2:00 Aus-
tralia’s Deadliest; 2:30 Beach Cops; 
3:00 The Chase; 4:00 Seven News At 
4; 5:00 The Chase Australia
6:00 Seven News
7:00 Home And Away
7:30 Big Bash League Cricket
11:00 Death Row
12:00 The Good Doctor
1:00 Harry’s Practice
1:30 Travel Oz
2:00 Home Shopping
4:00 NBC Today
5:00 Seven Early News
5:30 Sunrise

6:00 Today; 9:00 Today Extra Sum-
mer; 11:30 Nine’s Morning News; 12:00 
Country House Hunters Australia; 
12:30 United Cup; 4:00 Millionaire Hot 
Seat; 5:00 Nine’s Afternoon News
6:00 Nine News
7:00 United Cup
10:00 Lethal Weapon 
12:10 Murder For Hire
1:00 Ourstate On A Plate
1:30 Tv Shop - Home Shopping
4:00 Take Two 
4:30 Skippy - The Bush Kangaroo
  
  

6:00 Reel Destinations - Lodge Life; 
6:30 Weekend Today; 9:30 United Cup; 
3:30 Tba; 4:30 Destination Australia; 
5:00 Nine News; 5:30 Country House 
Hunters Australia 
6:00 Nine News Saturday
7:00 United Cup
9:30 Maid In Manhattan
23:40 Tba
1:30 Destination Australia
2:00 Tv Shop - Home Shopping
5:30 Helping Hands

For Channel Nine TV Guide  
lisitngs from Sunday, January 8  

to Tuesday, January 10 see  
https://tvguide.9now.com.au/ 

guide/adelaide/

6:00 The Talk; 7:00 Entertainment To-
night Encore; 7:30 Judge Judy; 8:00 
The Bold & The Beautiful Encore; 8:30 
Studio 10; 11:00 Wildlife Rescue Aus-
tralia; 12:00 Dr Phil; 1:00 Bondi Res-
cue; 2:00 Entertainment Tonight; 2:30 
Good Chef Bad Chef; 3:00 Judge Judy; 
3:30 My Market Kitchen; 4:00 Farm To 
Fork; 4:30 The Bold & The Beautiful; 
5:00 10 News First 
6:30 The Dog House Australia
7:30 The Graham Norton Show 
Encore
9:00 Mad Max
11:25 The Gentlemen
1:45 The Late Show With Stephen 
Colbert
2:30 Home Shopping

6:00 Reel Action; 6:30 Leading The 
Way With Dr. Michael Youssef; 7:00 
Escape Fishing With ET; 7:30 Freshly 
Picked With Simon Toohey; 8:00 Ex-
ploring Off The Grid; 8:30 What’s Up 
Down Under; 9:00 Good Chef Bad 
Chef; 9:30 The Savoy; 11:30 Farm To 
Fork; 12:00 My Market Kitchen; 12:30 
Jamie’s Easy Meals For Every Day; 
1:00 My Spy; 2:55 Dear John; 5:00 10 
News First
6:00 Bondi Rescue
6:30 Hungry
7:00 Bondi Rescue
7:30 NCIS
8:30 FBI
10:30 Never Too Late
12:30 Home Shopping
4:30 Authentic
5:00 Hour Of Power

6:00 Mass For You At Home; 6:30 Turn-
ing Point With David Jeremiah; 7:00 
Joseph Prince; 7:30 Joel Osteen; 8:00 
Luca’s Key Ingredient; 8:30 Freshly 
Picked With Simon Toohey; 9:00 Des-
tination Dessert; 9:30 The Bold & The 
Beautiful Encore; 12:00 Waltzing Jime-
oin; 12:30 Good Chef Bad Chef; 1:00 
My Market Kitchen; 1:30 Everyday 
Gourmet With Justine Schofield; 2:00 
Luxury Escapes; 2:30 Farm To Fork; 
3:00 Taste Of Australia With Hayden 
Quinn; 3:30 Exploring Off The Grid; 
4:00 All 4 Adventure; 5:00 10 News 
First
6:30 The Sunday Project
7:30 The Graham Norton Show
8:30 NCIS
9:30 FBI
12:30 The Sunday Project Encore

6:00 The Talk; 7:00 Farm To Fork; 7:30 
Good Chef Bad Chef; 8:00 Everyday 
Gourmet With Justine Schofield; 8:30 
Entertainment Tonight Encore; 9:00 
Judge Judy; 9:30 The Bold & The Beau-
tiful Encore; 10:00 Studio 10; 12:00 10 
News First: Midday; 1:00 Dr Phil; 2:00 
Bondi Rescue; 3:00 Entertainment To-
night; 3:30 Judge Judy; 4:00 Farm To 
Fork; 4:30 The Bold & The Beautiful; 
5:00 10 News First 
6:30 The Project
7:30 The Bachelors Australia
9:20 Last King Of The Cross Sneak 
Peek
9:25 Second Act
11:30 The Project Encore
12:30 The Late Show With Stephen Colbert
1:30 Home Shopping
4:30 CBS Mornings

6:00 The Talk; 7:00 Farm To Fork; 7:30 
Good Chef Bad Chef; 8:00 Everyday 
Gourmet With Justine Schofield; 8:30 
Entertainment Tonight Encore; 9:00 
Judge Judy; 9:30 The Bold & The 
Beautiful Encore; 10:00 Studio 10; 
12:00 10 News First: Midday; 1:00 Dr 
Phil; 2:00 The Bachelors Australia En-
core; 3:50 Entertainment Tonight; 4:00 
Farm To Fork; 4:30 The Bold & The 
Beautiful; 5:00 10 News First
6:30 The Project
7:30 The Bachelors Australia
9:00 NCIS
11:00 The Project Encore
12:00 The Late Show With Stephen 
Colbert
1:00 Home Shopping
4:30 CBS Mornings

5:05 Tik Tak; 5:10 Clangers; 5:20 Bud-
di; 5:25 Children’s Programs; 5:55 Reef 
School
6:05 The Adventures Of Paddington
6:20 Bluey
6:30 Spicks And Specks
7:30 Death In Paradise
8:30 TBA
9:15 Crazy Fun Park
10:15 Killing Eve
11:00 Veneno
12:05 Suffragette
1:45 ABC News Update
1:50 ABC TV Plus Programs Re-
sume At 6.30pm
 

 

5:05 Tik Tak; 5:10 Clangers; 5:20 Bud-
di; 5:25 Children’s Programs; 5:55 Reef 
School
6:05 The Adventures Of Paddington
6:20 Bluey
6:30 Spicks And Specks
7:30 QI
8:30 Penn And Teller
9:15 Gruen
9:50 Shaun Micallef’s MAD AS 
HELL
10:25 Doctor Who
11:10 Would I Lie To You?
11:40 Louis Theroux’s Altered 
States
12:45 Friday Night Dinner
1:10 Everything’s Gonna Be Okay
1:30 ABC News Update
1:35 ABC TV Plus Programs Re-
sume At 6.30pm

6:00 Sunrise; 9:00 Test Cricket; 5:30 
The Chase Australia
6:00 Seven News
7:00 Big Bash League Cricket
12:00 The Good Doctor
1:00 Harry’s Practice
1:30 Travel Oz
2:00 Home Shopping
4:00 NBC Today
5:00 Seven Early News
5:30 Sunrise

6:00 Sunrise; 9:00 Test Cricket; 5:30 
The Chase Australia
6:00 Seven News
7:00 Big Bash League Cricket
10:30 Ambulance - Code Red
11:30 How To Look Good Naked
12:30 Fantasy Island
1:30 Idris Elba Meets Paul Mc-
Cartney
2:30 Home Shopping
4:00 NBC Today
5:00 Seven Early News
5:30 Sunrise

6:00 Today; 9:00 Today Extra Summer; 
11:30 Nine’s Morning News; 12:00 Unit-
ed Cup; 4:30 Millionaire Hot Seat; 5:00 
Nine’s Afternoon News
6:00 Nine News
7:00 A Current Affair
7:30 Escape To The Chateau
8:30 Dream Listing Byron Bay
9:30 Tba 
10:30 Family Law
11:20 The Thing About Pam
12:10 Pointless 
1:00 Our State On A Plate
1:30 Tv Shop - Home Shopping
4:00 Believer’s Voice Of Victory
4:30 A Current Affair
5:00 Nine News Early Edition
5:30 Today 
  

6:00 Today; 9:00 Today Extra Summer; 
11:30 Nine’s Morning News; 12:00 The 
Dust Factory; 2:00 Pointless; 3:00 Tip-
ping Point; 4:00 Millionaire Hot Seat; 
5:00 Nine’s Afternoon News 
6:00 Nine News
7:00 A Current Affair
7:30 Great Getaways
8:30 Paramedics
9:30 Police After Dark
10:30 Emergency Call
11:20 Pure Genius
12:10 Tipping Point 
1:00 Our State On A Plate
1:30 Tv Shop - Home Shopping 
4:00 Believer’s Voice Of Victory 
4:30 A Current Affair
5:00 Nine News Early Edition 
5:30 Today 

6:00 My Market Kitchen; 6:30 Jamie’s 
Easy Meals For Every Day; 7:00 Enter-
tainment Tonight Encore; 7:30 Judge 
Judy; 8:00 The Bold & The Beautiful 
Encore; 8:30 Studio; 11:00 Wildlife 
Rescue Australia; 12:00 Dr Phil; 1:00 
Rhys Darby; 2:00 Entertainment To-
night; 2:30 Good Chef Bad Chef; 3:00 
Judge Judy; 3:30 My Market Kitchen; 
4:00 Farm To Fork; 4:30 The Bold & 
The Beautiful; 5:00 10 News First
6:30 The Dog House Australia
7:30 Indiana Jones And The Last 
Crusade
10:10 Angel Has Fallen
12:30 The Late Show With Stephen 
Colbert
1:30 Home Shopping
4:30 CBS Mornings

6:00 My Market Kitchen; 6:30 Jamie’s 
Easy Meals For Every Day; 7:00 Enter-
tainment Tonight Encore; 7:30 Judge 
Judy; 8:00 The Bold & The Beautiful 
Encore; 8:30 Studio 10; 11:00 Wildlife 
Rescue Australia; 12:00 Dr Phil; 1:00 
Rhys Darby; 2:00 Entertainment To-
night; 2:30 Good Chef Bad Chef; 3:00 
Judge Judy; 3:30 My Market Kitchen; 
4:00 Farm To Fork; 4:30 The Bold & 
The Beautiful; 5:00 10 News First
6:30 The Dog House Australia
7:30 Indiana Jones And The King-
dom Of The Crystal Skull
10:05 The Bank Job
12:30 The Late Show With Stephen 
Colbert
1:30 Home Shopping
4:30 CBS Mornings

5:00 World News; 9:00 Peer To Peer; 
10:00 Legacy List 11:05 Great Canal 
Journeys; 12:00 BBC News at Ten; 
12:30 ABC World News Tonight with 
David Muir; 1:00 PBS NewsHour; 2:00 
The World’s Greatest Palaces; 2:55 
Great Asian Railways Journeys; 4:05 
Jeopardy; 4:30 Letters And Numbers; 
5:00 Motor Sport; 6:00 Mastermind
6:30 SBS World News
7:35 Britain’s Beautiful Rivers
8:30 Britain’s Secret Islands
9:25 Tokyo Vice
10:30 SBS World News Late
11:00 Dignity
11:55 The Night Manager
12:45 Shadow Lines
3:25 The Late Session
4:20 Going Places With Ernie Dingo
4:50 Destination Flavour Down Under 

5:00 World News; 9:00 Peer To Peer; 
10:00 Legacy List; 11:05 Great Canal 
Journeys; 12:00 BBC News at Ten; 
12:30 ABC World News Tonight with 
David Muir; 1:00 PBS NewsHour; 2:00 
The World’s Greatest Palaces; 2:55 
Great Asian Railways Journeys; 4:05 
Jeopardy; 4:30 Letters And Numbers; 
5:00 Motor Sport
6:00 Mastermind
6:30 SBS World News
7:35 World’s Most Scenic Railway 
Journeys
8:30 Our Law
9:40 War Of The Worlds
10:35 SBS World News Late 
11:05 L’Opera
11:55 An Ordinary Woman
3:30 Filthy Rich And Homeless
4:30 Going Places With Ernie Dingo

5:00 World News; 9:00 Peer To Peer; 
10:00 Legacy List; 11:05 Great Canal 
Journeys; 12:00 BBC News at Ten; 
12:30 ABC World News Tonight with 
David Muir; 1:00 PBS NewsHour; 2:00 
The World’s Greatest Palaces; 2:55 
Great Asian Railways Journeys; 4:05 
Jeopardy; 4:30 Letters And Numbers; 
5:00 Motor Sport
6:00 Mastermind
6:30 SBS World News
7:35 Engineering Reborn
8:30 Inside Central Station
9:25 Why Buildings Collapse
10:20 SBS World News Late 
10:50 Gomorrah
1:35 The Kimberley Cruise
3:40 Bamay

5:00 World News; 9:00 Cook Up With 
Adam Liaw Bitesize; 9:10 Blue Water 
Safari; 10:10 Love Your Garden; 11:05 
Paul O’grady For The Love Of Dogs 
Xmas; 12:00 BBC News at Ten; 12:30 
ABC World News Tonight with David 
Muir; 1:00 PBS NewsHour; 2:00 ISU 
Figure Skating Highlights; 4:00 Eu-
rope’s Greatest Train Journeys; 4:55 
Motor Sport; 5:55 Great British Railway 
Journeys
6:30 SBS World News
7:35 Costa Concordia
9:25 The Sean Connery Paradox
10:25 Great Escapes With Morgan 
Freeman
11:15 Swimming With Men
12:55 The Indian Pacific
4:00 Bamay

5:00 World News; 9:00 Blue Water 
Safari; 10:00 Cycling Road National 
Championships 2023; 5:30 Going Plac-
es With Ernie Dingo
6:00 Great British Railway Journeys
6:30 SBS World News
7:30 Battle of Britain
10:10 Princess Diana’s Wicked 
Stepmother
11:05 Travel Man’s Greatest Trips
12:55 The Indian Pacific
3:35 Bamay

5:00  World News; 9:00 Cook Up With 
Adam Liaw Bitesize; 9:10 Peer To 
Peer; 10:10 Legacy List; 11:10 Great 
Canal Journeys; 12:05 BBC Weekend 
News; 12:30 ABC World News Tonight 
with David Muir; 1:00 Al Jazeera News 
Hour; 2:00 The World’s Greatest Pal-
aces; 2:55 Great Asian Railways Jour-
neys; 4:05 Jeopardy!; 4:30 Letters And 
Numbers; 5:00 Motor Sport
6:00 Mastermind
6:30 SBS World News
8:35 Michael Mosley’s Health 
Intervention
8:30 Heritage Rescue
9:30 Secrets Of Playboy
10:20 SBS World News Late 
10:50 Reunions
11:50 We Are Who We Are
3:55 Going Places With Ernie Dingo

5:00 World News; 9:00 Peer To Peer; 
10:00 Going Places With Ernie Dingo; 
10:00 Legacy List; 10:30 Tennis 2023; 
4:30 Letters And Numbers; 5:00 Motor 
Sport
6:00 Mastermind 
6:30 SBS World News
7:35 Who Do You Think You Are?
8:30 Pelosi’s Power 
10:00 The Artist’s View
10:30 SBS World News Late
11:00 Cheyenne & Lola
12:05 Unit One
4:15 Going Places With Ernie Dingo
4:45 Bamay

6:00 Escape From The City; 7:00 
News Breakfast; 10:00 Searching For 
Superhuman; 11:00 Rick Stein’s Road 
to Mexico; 12:00 ABC News At Noon; 
1:00 Belgravia; 1:45 The Truth About 
Getting Fit At Home; 2:45 Back Roads; 
3:15 Gardening Australia; 4:10 Long 
Lost Family; 5:00 Australian Story; 5:30 
Hard Quiz; 5:55 Old People’s Home For 
4 Year Olds
7:00 ABC News
7:30 TBA
8:30 The Child In Time
10:00 The Accident
10:50 Troppo
11:45 Us
12:40 rage

 

6:00 rage; 7:00 Weekend Breakfast; 
9:00 rage; 10:30 rage Guest Program-
mer; 12:00 ABC News At Noon; 12:30 
Vera; 2:00 Midsomer Murders; 3:30 
Strictly Ballroom; 5:00 Hard Quiz; 5:30 
Inside Dame Elisabeth’s Garden
6:30 Nigella’s Cook, Eat, Repeat
7:00 ABC News
7:30 TBA
8:30 Midsomer Murders
10:00 Unforgotten
10:50 A Life In Ten Pictures
11:40 rage Guest Programmer
5:00 rage

6:00 rage; 7:00 Weekend Breakfast; 
10:00 Offsiders; 10:30 Australia’s Re-
mote Islands; 11:00 Compass 11:30 
Songs Of Praise; 12:00 ABC News At 
Noon; 12:30 Landline; 1:00 Movin’ To 
The Country; 1:30 Monty Don’s Ameri-
can Gardens; 2:30 TBA; 3:30 Victoria; 
4:15 Grand Designs; 5:05 Camilla’s 
Country Life
6:00 Antiques Roadshow
7:00 ABC News
7:30 Death In Paradise
8:30 Vera
10:00 Wreck
10:50 Operation Buffalo
11:40 Parkinson In Australia
12:30 China’s Artful Dissiden
1:30 Victoria
2:15 rage
4:05 Classic Countdown 

6:00 News Breakfast; 9:00 ABC News 
Mornings; 10:00 Hawke; 11:00 An-
tiques Roadshow; 12:00 ABC News 
At Noon; 1:00 Vera; 2:40 Back Roads; 
3:10 Gardening Australia; 4:10 Long 
Lost Family; 5:00 Australian Story; 5:30 
Hard Quiz; 5:55 Old People’s Home For 
4 Year Olds
7:00 ABC News
7:30 7.30
8:00 Back Roads
8:30 TBA
9:30 A Life In Ten Pictures
10:25 Our Brain
11:20 ABC Late News
11:35 Midsomer Murders
1:05 The Detectives
2:05 Operation Buffalo
3:05 rage
4:30 Think Tank

6:00 News Breakfast; 9:00 ABC News 
Mornings; 10:00 Kurt Fearnley’s One 
Plus One; 10:30 Dream Gardens; 11:00 
Rick Stein’s Road to Mexico; 12:00 
ABC News At Noon; 1:00 Stateless; 
1:50 Agatha Raisin; 2:40 Back Roads; 
3:10 Gardening Australia; 4:10 Long 
Lost Family; 4:55 Australian Story; 5:30 
Hard Quiz
6:00 Old People’s Home For 4 Year 
Olds
7:00 ABC News
7:30 7.30
8:00 Anh’s Brush With Fame
8:30 Love On The Spectrum
9:25 Julia Zemiro’s Home Delivery
10:15 The Truth About Boosting 
Your Immune System
11:10 ABC Late News
11:30 The Accident

6:00 Escape From The City; 7:00 News 
Breakfast; 10:00 Monty Don’s Ameri-
can Gardens; 11:00 Rick Stein’s Road 
to Mexico; 12:00 ABC News At Noon; 
1:00 Stateless; 1:55 Agatha Raisin; 
2:45 Back Roads; 3:15 Gardening Aus-
tralia; 4:15 Long Lost Family; 5:00 Aus-
tralian Story; 5:30 Hard Quiz
6:00 Old People’s Home For 4 Year 
Olds
7:00 ABC News
7:30 Julia Zemiro’s Home Delivery
8:00 QI
8:30 Spicks And Specks
9:20 Utopia
9:45 Miriam’s Big Fat Adventure
10:45 Us
11:45 TBA 
12:45 Silent Witness
2:40 rage

6:00 Escape From The City; 7:00 News 
Breakfast; 10:00 Back Roads; 10:30 
Gardening Australia Presents; 11:00 
Rick Stein’s Road to Mexico; 12:00 
ABC News At Noon; 1:00 Stateless; 
1:50 Agatha Raisin; 2:45 Back Roads; 
3:15 Gardening Australia; 4:10 Long 
Lost Family; 5:00 Australian Story; 5:30 
Hard Quiz
6:00 Old People’s Home For 4 Year 
Olds
7:00 ABC News
7:30 Julia Zemiro’s Home Delivery
8:00 You Can’t Ask That
8:30 Grand Designs
9:20 Palazzo di Cozzo
10:20 Movin’ To The Country
10:50 Love On The Spectrum
11:45 EXPOSED
12:45 Top Of The Lake
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ARIES (March 21st - April 20th)
A financial boost will help you to get your affairs into better shape. You have 
been running short recently: this will be a step in the right direction, but not 
a permanent one.  Romance.  Something that your partner says may make 
you feel a little self-conscious.  Don’t be afraid to accept a few honest 
compliments!

TAURUS (April 21st - May 21st)
A challenging aspect to Mars later in the week could make you tense.  You 
will have a lot of excess energy, and must do your best to find a suitable 
outlet. Romance.  A colleague at work may be more interested in you than 
you first thought.  You need to decide if you are going to get involved with 
this person: if not, you must be clear about your feelings.

GEMINI (May 22nd - June 21st)
You might be feeling a little self-conscious at the moment.  Don’t take a 
friend’s criticism too much to heart.  Romance.   A meeting with a group of 
new people later in the week will give you the chance to expand your social 
life.  Not everybody will be your type but one person will stand out and may 
be worth getting to know better.

CANCER (June 22nd - July 23rd)
You won’t get what you want if you are too negative.  Do your best to 
work through any problems rather than letting them hang over you.  Focus 
on what is working rather than what isn’t.  Romance.  A slight difference of 
opinion will have to be resolved before you feel completely at ease with your 
partner.

LEO (July 24th - August 23rd)
You should soon get some concrete acknowledgement for all your efforts, 
but you may have to wait a bit longer until you get the promotion you have 
been hoping for.  Romance.  A family squabble will not be resolved if you 
take sides.  Make sure that you get all the facts before you cast judgement.

VIRGO (August 24th - September 23rd)
A person who likes you will help to give your confidence a boost this week.  
This person has a good eye for detail, and you may be surprised how much 
they notice about your appearance.  Romance.  You will be able to get a 
great deal done this week, so long as you steer clear of arguments. 

LIBRA (September 24th - October 23rd)
A surprise offer may turn out to be a “red herring”.  Don’t allow yourself to 
be taken for a ride by a person whom you hardly know.  Romance.  Recent 
events may have given you a better appreciation of your partner’s strong 
points.  A favourable aspect to Venus later in the week will put you in a mood 
to show your appreciation.

SCORPIO (October 24th - November 22nd)
You will be surprised at how much energy you have at the moment.  This 
will be an excellent time for moving ahead with a new project.  Romance.  
A powerful aspect to Venus will make you almost unstoppable this week!  
Whatever you do, make sure that you have an outlet for your energy.

SAGITTARIUS (November 23rd - December 21st)
You are not one to give up in the face of difficulty.  Your friends will give you 
all the encouragement that you need.  Romance.  Somebody who catches 
your eye may frustrate you because of their lack of interest.  Be prepared for 
a sudden change of heart later in the week, when the situation will change 
completely. 

CAPRICORN (December 22nd - January 20th)
Don’t let personal criticism get you down – you may be much more sensitive 
than you realise at the moment.  Take any genuine advice in the right spirit, 
however.  Romance.  This will be an excellent week for a romantic get-
together.  You should both be in just the right mood for a quiet dinner for two.

AQUARIUS (January 21st - February 19th)
Be careful to understand what was behind a recent comment by your 
colleagues at work.  They may not know all the facts, and could be judging 
your performance too hastily.  Romance.  A favourable aspect to Mercury 
at the beginning of the week will help you to communicate your feelings 
effectively.

PISCES (February 20th - March 20th)
You might still be worried about a recent event which you feel could have 
been prevented.  Don’t be too hard on yourself.  Romance.  If you follow up 
on a chance meeting you won’t be disappointed: your love-life will soon be 
in very good shape indeed.  Use this opportunity to the full and don’t be shy 
about expressing your feelings.

January 2022 Horoscopes: week 1

SUDOKU

Each number 
only appears 
once in each 
row, column 

and 3 x 3 box.

To solve a sudoku puzzle, fill the 
empty cells with the numbers 1 to 9 

8 9 

5 2 4 6 

2 9 5 

6 9 2 

3 9 8 1 6 4 

2 8 1 

5 3 7 

7 2 5 4 

3 1 

9 6 3 2 8 7 5 4 1 
8 5 4 3 6 1 2 7 9 
7 1 2 4 9 5 6 8 3 
4 7 9 8 5 6 1 3 2 
5 2 1 7 4 3 8 9 6 
3 8 6 9 1 2 4 5 7 
6 4 8 1 7 9 3 2 5 
2 9 5 6 3 4 7 1 8 
1 3 7 5 2 8 9 6 4 

To solve a Sudoku puzzle, each row, 
column, and 3 x 3 box must contain 
the numbers 1 to 9, exactly once.  
You can not have the same number 
appear more than once in any row,  
column or box.

Solution No. 35

 No. 36

Level of  
Difficulty:  



8 9 

5 2 4 6 

2 9 5 

6 9 2 

3 9 8 1 6 4 

2 8 1 

5 3 7 

7 2 5 4 

3 1 

9 6 3 2 8 7 5 4 1 
8 5 4 3 6 1 2 7 9 
7 1 2 4 9 5 6 8 3 
4 7 9 8 5 6 1 3 2 
5 2 1 7 4 3 8 9 6 
3 8 6 9 1 2 4 5 7 
6 4 8 1 7 9 3 2 5 
2 9 5 6 3 4 7 1 8 
1 3 7 5 2 8 9 6 4 

To solve a Sudoku puzzle, each row, 
column, and 3 x 3 box must contain 
the numbers 1 to 9, exactly once.  
You can not have the same number 
appear more than once in any row,  
column or box.

Solution No. 35

 No. 36

Level of  
Difficulty:  



No.409

Solution No. 408
Level of Difficulty:

Medium

A full range of crossword and sudoko magazines are available from the  
Loxton Newsagency East Terrace, Loxton - Phone 8584 7750

C
r
o
s
s
w
o
r
d 

ARTICLE
ASSUME
AUTHOR
AVOID
BASIS
BENCH
BLOOM
BOWLS
CLOTH
CREEK

DELICATE
DEVICE
DISMAY
DRIVE
EDGES
EXAMINED
EXPORTS
FOUGHT
GLUES
HABIT

HORNS
IDEAL
INTELLIGENCE
IRISH
ISSUES
JUDGE
LABEL
LEDGE
LETTERS
LITTLE

LOCAL
NOISE
OCCUR
POOREST
QUICK
RADIUS
RECITE
SATISFACTION
SPITE
STRIKE
TESTS
THIEF
TODAY
TWINKLE
UNCLE
UPPER

How many words can you find?

Last Week’s Solution

Word search

LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION

William Possingham - 2/1/2011 
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CHRISTINE WEBSTER
THE Waikerie community last year sadly bid 
farewell to former Rotarian Allan Channon 
who died peacefully in Adelaide at the age 
of 103.

Allan resided at Resthaven in Paradise, 
where he passed away.

The World War II veteran was a charter 
member of the Rotary Club of Waikerie in 
1962 and a past president.

He won many trophies for his rifle-range 
shooting and played tennis, golf, and bowls. 

Wherever he lived, Allan was actively 
involved in civic and community affairs.

He was a life member of Waikerie’s 
Senior Citizens Club and Probus Club and 
was also involved with the choral society for 
many years. 

Allan was born in Alberton and lived there 
until the age of four, when he moved with his 
family to Murray Bridge.

In 1922, they moved to Port Elliot where 
Allan completed his primary schooling.

He commenced high school in Murray 
Bridge in January 1930 and continued his 
studies for three-and-a-half years.

Due to the Great Depression, Allan was 
offered a job as an electrician and it was 
decided he would leave school and take up 
the position to help with the family finances.

He enjoyed learning the electrician and 
radio trade, but after a long period of both 
sickness and quarantine, the job fell through.

Due to high unemployment rates, it was 
decided Allan would return to Murray Bridge 
High School and sit for his intermediate cer-
tificate.

But fate intervened and he was offered a 
permanent job with department store, David 
Bell & Co, where he worked for four years 
before being transferred to its head branch at 
Strathalbyn.

When World War II broke out in 1939, he 

attempted to enlist, but was not accepted into 
the Australian army until 1941.

He served in Darwin during the Japanese 
bombing and was fortunate to survive.

Allan spent the final 12 months of the war 
as an army sergeant and instructor at a train-
ing camp at Seymour, Victoria.

In 1942, he married his teenage sweetheart 
from Murray Bridge, Melva Dodd, and they 
had five children. 

The family lived in a number of locations 
around SA, as Allan’s career in retail man-
agement flourished. 

After being discharged from the army, 
Allan became manager of a general store at 
Booleroo Centre in the Flinders Ranges.

He then managed a drapery store at 
Laura, before being transferred to a store at 
Woodside with his family.

Allan then moved to Mount Compass with 
his family to manage a co-operative store for 
six-and-a-half-years before taking up a post 
as branch manager of Cox Foys at Waikerie.

When Cox Foys went into receivership, he 
was offered a position as merchandise man-
ager for Waikerie Co-operative Producers, 
where he remained until retiring in 1980.

After the sudden death of his first wife 
Melva, he met and married Irene Wilksch.

They spent many happy years sharing 
their common interests until she passed away 
in 2014. 

Allan moved into Karingal Waikerie in 
2012, where he often played the pianola and 
also the keyboard.

He moved to Resthaven at Paradise in 
2019 after the Waikerie aged care facility 
closed.

In 2021 his health slowly declined and he 
passed away on February 23, 2022.

His funeral service was held in Adelaide 
on March 4  and his ashes and those of 
his first wife Melva were interned in the 
Waikerie Cemetery Rose Garden on May 
25. 

A celebration of Allan’s life was also held 
on July 24 at the Waikerie Senior Citizen’s 
clubrooms. 

at your  
fingertips

SA Farmer

safarmer.com.au

Subscribe 
online today 

for FREE!
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OBITUARY

Pictured in 1968, then Waikerie Rotary Club 
president the late Brian Kleemann (left) who 

also passed last year, with the late Allan 
Channon, who was outgoing president 

that year.

Waikerie community remembers long-time Rotarian

The late Allan Channon, a World War II 
veteran, was fortunate to survive the bombing 

of Darwin in 1942. PHOTOS: supplied 

A LOCAL resident  has been 
nominated for a 2023 7News Young 
Achiever Award.

Stacey Wilson, of Berri, has 
been nominated for the Department 
of Human Services Aboriginal 
Achievement Award, for her contri-
bution to the Aboriginal community, 
through the creation of her skincare 
brand CUTCH. 

Ms Wilson is the founder and 
owner of CUTCH skincare, which is 
made from native indigenous plant 
ingredients. The word CUTCH orig-
inates from the Ngarrindjeri word 
‘Cutcherdy’, meaning beautiful/
handsome. 

Ms Wilson has spent the past two 
years building CUTCH, with the 
brand officially launching next month, 
starting with two products, a hydration 
mist and strawberry gum serum.

Awards judging will be held on 
Wednesday, March 8, with finalists 
and winners to be announced at a 
presentation dinner on Friday, May 5.

The Young Achiever Awards 
began in 1988, with the purpose of 
acknowledging, encouraging and 
promoting the positive achievements 
of all young people up to and includ-
ing 29 years of age.

The awards aim to recognise the 
leadership, dedication and pursuit of 
excellence amongst young people 
throughout South Australia. 

To  n o m i n a t e  v i s i t  ( w w w.
youngachieveraswards.com) or email 
info@awardsaustralia.com for more 
information.

Riverland young 
achiever Stacey 
recognised 

CHRISTINE WEBSTER
A LONG-term Riverland West 
resident is reminiscing about her 
past flood experiences as she 
watches the River Murray level 
rise. 

Yvonne Pietsch has lived 
at her Qualco property, west of 
Waikerie, for 55 years. She and 
her late husband Gilbert, who died 
in 2016, had sheep and wheat, and 
in later years grew rockmelons 
and pumpkins.

The river level at Waikerie is 
expected to peak between January 
1 and January 12 to between 11.9 
and 12.2 AHD (Australian Height 
Datum).

The Department for Environment 
and Water is forecasting the peak at 
the SA border to reach 190GL to 
220GL a day. 

Mrs Pietsch said during her 
time at the property, she had wit-
nessed at least 11 floods, the high-
est so far in 1975. She recalled 
how their horse Mitz became 
stranded in the rising waters dur-
ing the 1985 flood.

Mrs Pietsch said the flood 
failed to prevent the horse from 

venturing to its “favourite spot”, 
despite her husband’s efforts to 
keep the animal away from the 
area. 

“He used to go near the river to 
eat his feed and run around there,” 
she said.

“We found him one day there 
standing in the water.”

Mrs Pietsch said she and her 
husband had to use a rowboat to 
retrieve Mitz.

“We got a big piece of rope and 
tied him up,” she said.

Mrs Pietsch said they were able 
to “gradually pull him into the 
water”, but the only way the horse 

could escape was to swim.
“It had to be a pretty powerful 

swim,” she said.
“He was swimming against the 

current and it was good to see a 
horse swim like that. He had no 
choice and he was fine when he 
came out of the water.”

Mrs Pietsch said she is pre-
pared for this year’s flood.

She has already had the power 
to her irrigation pumps switched 
off and has transferred to using 
rain water. 

Her experience with floods has 
meant she has been able to advise 
some of her Murray View Road 
neighbours about what to expect.

She said during a high flood, as 
is the case this year, the river usu-
ally joins with three creeks below 
her property.

Mrs Pietsch said in past years, 
when her husband was alive, 
locals like herself just went about 
business as usual.

She said they even used to row 
their boat through the high river to 
switch on their irrigation pumps. 

“Back then it was one of those 
things that happened,” she said.

“They may have built levees, 
but we were not telephoned or left 
pamphlets.

“We just got on with our work 
and there was no fuss.”

Qualco 
resident 
reflects 
on flood

Mrs Pietsch’s horse Mitz became stranded in waters during the 1985 River Murray flood. Mitz was finally 
coaxed into swimming through the water after Mrs Pietsch and her husband rowed out and pulled her through 

the water with a rope. PHOTO: supplied

Flood EVENT



www.murraypioneer.com.au   Wednesday, January 4, 2023   NEWS 25 

BONUS 
QUESTION:

In which month of 2022 did the world’s 
population reach 8 billion? Answer in next 
week’s Quiz. 

1. In what month of 2022 did Russia invade Ukraine? 

2. Who was re-elected President of France for a further 
5 years in April 2022? 

3. Where were the 2022 Winter Olympics  and Winter 
Paralympics held? 

4. Who became the 31st Prime Minister of Australia 
after the election on May 21st 2022? 

5. Which club won the 2022 UEFA Champions League?

6. Who were the three British Prime Ministers in 2022? 

7. Which former leader of the Soviet Union died in 
2022? 

8. Who won the 2022 AFL Brownlow Medal?  

9. Which country won the 2022 Eurovision Song 
Contest?  

10. What was the Merriam-Webster Dictionary’s Word of 
the Year for 2022?

11. Who was removed as President of Pakistan in April 
2022 after a vote of no confi dence in him?

12. Which Academy Award winning composer of the fi lm 
Chariots of Fire died in May 2022?  

13. Who became the fi rst football manager ever to win  
all three major European club competitions in May 
2022?  

14. In what month of 2022 did Queen Elizabeth ll die? 

15. Which former Japanese Prime Minister was 
assassinated in July 2022? 

16. Which legendary US music group celebrated their 
60th anniversary in 2022? 

17. In what month of 2022 was the fi rst reported case of 
monkeypox and where was it reported?  

18. Where were the 2022 Commonwealth Games held? 

19. Who did Will Smith slap at the 2022 Academy 
Awards, and for his actions received a 10 year ban to 
attend the Academy Awards? 

20. Which country won the 2022 FIFA World Cup?

QUIZ MASTER
BROUGHT TO YOU BY

TOM TRIFONOFF

Answers on 
page 28

quizthe

THE Riverland Bridge Club 
has held another successful 
year, highlighted by the 
running of the Riverland 
Congress in Loxton.

Held over the weekend 
of October 22-23, the event 
brought together 72 of the 
state’s best bridge players, 
taking part in pairs competi-
tion on the Saturday and a 

teams event on the Sunday. 
The winning pair was 

Jon Hunt and Jeff Travis, 
and the winning team com-
prised Peter Colmer, Attilio 
DeLuca, Susan Emerson, 
and Kevin Lange, all well-
known names in the South 
Australian bridge scene.

Meanwhile Loxton’s Mary 
Hann and Jean DeCaux won 

the club’s championship, 
while Barmera duo John 
Dawes and Ed Cottam won 
the handicap event.

The club meets weekly 
on Thursday mornings in 
Loxton and anyone interest-
ed to learn more about the 
club and the game is wel-
come to get in touch via 
president, John Angove.

Riverland Bridge Club’s successful 2022 Winners of 
the Riverland 
Bridge Club 
championship 
Jean DeCaux 
and Mary Hann, 
both of Loxton, 
with handicap 
winners John 
Dawes and Ed 
Cottam, both of 
Barmera.
PHOTO: supplied

Support for country people in pressure-packed year
THOUSANDS of South Australians were 
supported by regional agency ac.care in 
the past financial year as country people 
faced extra pressure due to the Covid-19 
pandemic, plus cost-of-living pressures.

Innovative approaches to supporting coun-
try South Australians, including the rising 
number of young people in state care, were 
recently highlighted at ac.care’s annual gen-
eral meeting. 

The organisation’s annual report, released 
to coincide with the meeting, also high-
lighted the agency’s achievements across 
the Riverland during 2021/22, plus the 
Limestone Coast, Murraylands, Adelaide 
Hills and Fleurieu Peninsula.

Early intervention support helped 403 
people avoid homelessness across the 
regions, with 704 people moved from home-
lessness to stable accommodation. 

Meanwhile, safe homes were provided 
for 350 vulnerable children thanks to 171 
families opening their homes as foster carers 
with ac.care. 

“Whether it is supporting children in care, 
people at risk of or experiencing home-
lessness or country South Australians liv-
ing in vulnerable circumstances, our staff 
have been steadfast in doing what they can 
to improve the quality of life for people in 
need of our support and implementing inno-

vative approaches to increase our impact,” 
said ac.care chief executive officer Shane 
Maddocks.

“Cost-of-living pressures and the worsen-
ing housing crisis continue to significantly 
impact on country people, many of whom 
have already faced adversity throughout the 
ongoing pandemic.

“Our mission to ensure all country people 
have a safe home, enough money to live on 
and strong, positive relationships could not 
be any more important than right now.”

A major achievement during the 2021/22 
period, according to ac.care, was the 
launched of ac.care’s Stretch Reconciliation 

Action Plan, setting an agenda for the agen-
cy over three years to “make a difference 
in the lives of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples”.

“The launch of our Stretch Reconciliation 
Action Plan in May 2022 continues our com-
mitment to learning from Aboriginal people 
and to accept the responsibility we have as 
an organisation to work towards reconcilia-
tion by addressing the impacts of colonisa-
tion and ongoing racism and discrimination,” 
Mr Maddocks said. 

Another key milestone was the official 
opening of the Riverland’s first residential 
care home operated by ac.care for young 

people unable to live with their birth fami-
lies. 

The Berri property, which can house 
up to four young people, provides a 
home-based setting that is overseen by 
trained ac.care staff on a 24/7 roster.  
Board member of ac.care, Rick Fisher, said 
the board and broader ac.care team was 
working to “redefine ac.care’s strategic plan 
and long-term vision with a focus on actively 
engaging and building community, measur-
ing impact and generating long-term change 
to break cycles of disadvantage”. 

Key agency-wide ac.care statistics for 
2020/21:
- 403 people avoided homelessness with early inter-
vention support
- 1237 people accessed ac.care’s homelessness 
service
- 866 people moved from homelessness into stable 
accommodation
- 171 families opened their homes and hearts as foster 
carers with ac.care
- 350 children found homes with local foster carers
- 38 children were supported in ac.care’s 24/7 resi-
dential care homes
- 192 people were supported by our Aboriginal support 
services
- 1888 people were supported in a crisis with financial 
help and food assistance
- 419 people managed a difficult financial situation 
with the support of financial counselling

The full annual report is available at www.
accare.org.au/about/annual-reports/.

UNITED: ac.care’s Riverland reconciliation action group chairperson Katisha Jackson, 
chairman Rick Fisher, artist Daniel Giles, chief executive officer Shane Maddocks and Stretch 
Reconciliation Action Plan champion Jason Wallace launch the ac.care Stretch Reconciliation 

Action Plan in Berri. PHOTO: supplied
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HAPPY new year, welcome to 2023 and 
whatever this year offers you.

The Riverland was dressed in colour, tinsel 
and beautiful lights leading up to the Christmas 
festivities, so thanks to all those families, busi-
nesses, community groups and councils who 
made it all happen – at a time when we knew 
the River Murray was going to be in flood.

Waikerie Santa’s Cave was again a great 
success, with people coming from many 
areas to see the display in the Waikerie 
Institute. Well done to the committee and 
community volunteers who make this possi-
ble. From Christmas to New Year’s Day many 
inquiries were fielded from those travelling 
back to the region for Christmas if it was 
open, as it has been in past years.

Thanks to Waikerie RSL members who 
opened their clubrooms and welcomed com-
munity members who may have been alone on 
Christmas Day to share lunch with them. The 
offer was accepted and appreciated by 20-plus 
residents who thoroughly enjoyed being there 
with others, rather than being alone.

Sometimes words are inadequate and 
when we look at the desperation of saving 
SA communities along the length of the 
River Murray in flood, where do we start? We 
look at the devastation that has happened, 
with levee banks breaking, and the personal 

loss of so many. But we must stay positive 
throughout these weeks and months and 
look forward, together, to when it’s all over. It 
is comforting to feel support from those living 
in the city who want to come up to see what 
the river in flood looks like. They are willing to 
spend time and money in the Riverland for a 
meal and accommodation, while some have 
come back to see family and friends. Thanks 
to photographers and those who have drones 
and share their photos of the flood. This will 
be another feature when we look back on the 
history of the Riverland 2022-23.

Thanks to James Copeland, who has 
offered to support residents on the Taylorville 
side of the river. James can ferry them over 
at regular times each day since the Waikerie 
ferry has been closed to traffic. This is an 
example of how communities come together 
to help each other and for that we are grate-
ful. This would be a free service by James, 
how ver a donation to River Boys for Novita 
would be accepted.

As we begin the new year we think of the 
next big event at Waikerie and that is our 
popular Netafim Australia Day Event. This 
year’s event has been transferred to the 
community sports centre oval on Saturday, 
January 28, from 6pm. Gold coin donation. 
To reserve a table you must book and pay a 

fee (tables of eight cost $40). Tables can be 
booked online (Google ‘Waikerie Australia 
Day Eventbrite) or you can book in person at 
Sutton Ford (cash only). A variety of food and 
refreshment stalls will be available. Australia 
Day awards will be presented at the event: 
Citizen of the Year, Young Citizen of the Year, 
and Event of the Year.

The Adelaide Crows Riverland Supporters 
Group’s community dinner is on Monday, 
February 6 at the Waikerie Community 
Club at 6pm. Special guests are Adelaide 
Football Club chairman John Olsen AO,  CEO 
Tim Silvers and engagement executive Sam 
Jacobs, plus a current player will also attend. 
We welcome supporters and interested com-
munity members to join the committee and be 
our guests at this event, which will include an 
opportunity for discussion and question time. 
For catering purposes (two-course dinner at 
own expense), please book by January 30 with 
Jenny (0407 641 932) or Gwen (0408 609 

304). If you need assistance with transport 
to Waikerie contact Peter (0428 898 770) or 
Jenny (0407 641 932).

The Men’s Shed group will return at 
Waikerie on Tuesday, January 17. It wel-
comes any men who may have the need for 
company, like a cuppa and chat. If you have 
an interest in tinkering with tools or repairing 
things, call into the Men’s Shed any Tuesday 
or Thursday, from 9am to 1pm.

Sometimes we have dreams, or at least 
we think we do. A couple of residents I know 
believe two monster trucks came through their 
quiet, restful area between 4am and 5am the 
other day. It a bit of unusual that two would 
have an identical dream the same night. It’s a 
little mystery we’re still trying to work out…

There are some residents who are still on 
days off from Christmas break. If so, enjoy 
the free time you still have, because then it’s 
back to work looking after your customers/
clients for the coming year.

Thought for the week:
“The new year is set before us like an 

unwritten volume. All its pages are blank. Let 
us write upon each day’s page things that 
at the end of the day we will look upon with 
rejoicing rather than regret.”

- Maria Fontaine

By
ROBYN
MCINTOSH

MY KIND OF COUNTRY

AUTHOR Anna Rose’s biography 
on Chad Morgan is now available.

I’ve been waiting a long time for 
this one, which is available to order 
online via email (chadmorgan-
book@gmail.com).

Chad’s had an amazing journey 
over the years and he has a memora-
ble story to tell.

q   q   q   q   q
It’s Tamworth festival countdown 

time. Only nine days remain until 
the start of the main program, which 
runs from January 13 to 22.

Many will have already left 
for their annual pilgrimage, espe-
cially if they have a caravan or 
motorhome, while others will have 
arrived and be settling in.

q   q   q   q   q
This year’s gala awards concert – 

where the winners of the Australian 
Country Music People’s Choice 
Awards will be announced – is 
being held at the Tamworth Town 
Hall on January 19, from 12 noon.

Awards in 10 categories will 
be announced, together with 
the Australian Country Music 
Broadcasters Hall of Fame induc-
tion and the re-introduced Country 
Music Entertainer of the Year acco-
lade.

Unlike the Golden Guitars, which 
are for recorded material, and the 
TSA Awards, which are dedicated to 
songwriting alone, ‘entertainment’ 
is a much broader field of view.

Criteria for nomination for 
Australia’s Country Music 

Entertainer of the Year will include, 
but not be limited to:

Commercial success of recorded 
material, sales/streaming of record-
ed material, concerts/tours success-
fully undertaken, prominence in the 
media (including social), general 
activity and success as an entertain-
er and involvement in philanthropic 
aspects of the community.

Broadcasters and other media rep-
resentatives were invited to partici-
pate in the nomination process.

In addition to award presenta-
tions, the Australian Country Music 
People’s Choice Awards will feature 
performances from a number of 
finalists and special guest artists.

The finalists are:
Best Female Vocal: Cassidy-Rae; 

Tracy Coster; Lily Grace; Della 
Harris; Courtney Keil.

Best Male Vocal: James 
Johnston; Tony Kennelly; 
Brendan McMahon; Andy 
Penkow; Graham Rodger.

Best Group or Duo: Bo’Ness; 
The Long & Short Of It; The RnR 
Ranchgirls; The Silverline; Vixens 
Of Fall.

Best Album: As The Road 
Unfolds by Brendon McMahon; 
Campfire Stories by Bo’Ness; 
Knights Of The Saddle – Graham 
Rodger; Love, Lies & Dirty Dishes 
– Andy Penkow; and Southerly 
Change – Tracy Coster.

Best Song: Ghost Of The Yaraka 
Line – Graham Rodger; I Like Your 
Truck – Faith Julija; The Northern 

Coast – The Silverline (written by 
Michael Lehnen), Raised Like That 
– James Johnston; The Two Of Us 
Meet – Lily Grace (written by Lily 
Grace & Chaise Flanders).

Best Bush Ballad: Common 
Sense – Tracy Coster (written 
by Ian Quinn), Family Tree – 
Dianne Lindsay (written by Rod 
McCormack, Dianne Lindsay & 
Peter Simpson); Ghostly Gums – 
Andy Penkow; (written by David 
Carter, Angela Bristol-Baohm, 
Andy Penkow & Kathleen 
Stewart); Lawson’s Legacy – Shaza 
Leigh (written by Billy Wye & 
Shaza Leigh); Where Three Rivers 
Flow – Graham Rodger.

Best Video: 1993 by Andy 
Penkow; The Northern Coast – The 
Silverline; Midnight Choir – The 
Long & Short Of It, Small Town 
– James Johnston; The Two Of Us 
Meet – Lily Grace.

Most Promising Future Star: 
Anthony Baxter; Laura Frank; 
Faith Julija; Courtney Keil; The 
RnR Ranchgirls.

Most Popular Country Music 
DJ: Alan Gilmour (todayscountry-
94one); Chantal Harth (Crow 
FM); Rhonda Francis (2SSR); 
Ronnieboy – (2RRR); and Danni 
Shaw (Country Kickback).

Most Popular Country Music 
Program or Radio Station: 
Australian Country Songwriters 
Show with Alan Gilmour; Country 
Kickback with Danni Shaw; Friday 
Drive with Ronnie T & Jaq; KIX 
Country; Oz CMR Mildura.

q   q   q   q   q
Congratulations to the following 

10 artists who make up the Toyota 
Star Maker Grand Final Top 10 in 
2023:

Claudia Tripp – Perth, WA; 
Denvah – Rockhampton, QLD; 
Emily Hatton – Brisbane, QLD; 
Sari Abbott – Sunrise Beach, QLD; 
Finnian Johnson – Maryland, 
NSW; Jacob Vincent – Kangaroo 
Point, NSW; Kiara Rodrigues – 
Padstow, NSW; Kora Naughton 
– Albion Park, NSW; Loren 
Ryan – Tamworth, NSW; Robbie 
Mortimer – Orange, NSW. 
The 2023 Toyota Star Maker will 
be announced on Sunday, January 
15 at the concert that starts at 7pm 
in Toyota Park (Bicentennial Park), 
Tamworth. 

q   q   q   q   q
Wendy Gordon has released 

dates for the new-look Clarence 
Valley Muster events for 2023, fol-
lowing the devastation of the flood-
ing of her property near Grafton. It 
was heartbreaking to see, as all-up 
three Musters were cancelled. 

The first of four one-day coun-
try music festival events is set 
for April 1, commencing at 9am 
with walk-up artists, lunch break, 

then main artists from 1.30pm to 
5.30pm.

Artists include Cad Morgan 
OAM, Terry Gordon OAM, 
Lindsay Waddington, Allan 
Caswell and Kross Kut 
Showband, with admission being 
$40 per person.

The venue is 1 Coulters Lane, 
Ulmarra, with bookings to Wendy 
on 0432 741 947. Caravans are wel-
comed via prior arrangement. 

The second is the Christmas in 
July Spectacular on July 8, while 
the third is a high tea from October 
28 to November 5, coinciding with 
the Jacaranda Festival. The fourth is 
a Christmas concert on December 9.

More info will be available, along 
with artists appearing, closer to the 
dates. I wish Wendy and the team 
all the best for these.

The cover of Anna Rose’s new 
book, Chad Morgan: Seventy Years 

in the Making.

Tamworth’s country music festival just round the corner

KEEPING IN  
TOUCH WITH  
GWEN  
WEBBER

gwenwebber21@gmail.com

MID Murray Council CEO Ben 
Scales has praised the work of 
emergency services, police and 
volunteers, plus the district’s 
community spirit during the River 
Murray flood.

In his Christmas/ New Year 
message Mr Scales said in a time 
when the area was starting to 
return to normality after Covid-
19, “who would have thought the 
region would be dealing with the 
impacts and devastation of a major 
flood?”.

“The region’s greatest asset, the 
River Murray, is providing us with 
some very heart-breaking and chal-
lenging times,” Mr Scales said. 

He said in addition to creating 
difficulties for people whose prop-
erties were flooded, local business-

es were also being impacted, via 
“reduced sales and visitation”.

“This flood has, and will affect, 
so many people and businesses, and 
our thoughts are with those in the 
community that have lost their prop-
erties or livelihood,” Mr Scales said. 

“The region’s primary produc-
ers have been tirelessly relocating/
protecting their pump infrastruc-
ture to try and remain sustainable, 
and in some areas have had the 
power disconnected with little or 
no notice.”

Mr Scales said this required the 
added expense of purchasing gen-
erators to continue production. 

He said the flood had caused 
significant flooding to shacks and 
properties in the area, but was 
nature’s way of improving the 

health of the river. 
“With all of the devastation there 

are some positives, with the envi-
ronmental benefits for the river and 
flood plains significant,” he said.

“Also, the River Murray in full 
flood is a majestic and amazing 
sight, and tourist visitation to the 
area is encouraged and welcomed.”

Mr Scales urged visitors to stay 
safe and follow the guidelines from 
relevant authorities when visiting 
the area, in particular around the 
water and levee banks. 

He said thousands of people 
were working tirelessly to make 
the community as safe as possible. 

“Heartfelt thanks must go to the 
SES employees and volunteers, 
SAPOL, and the many government 
agencies working to keep every-

one safe and relocate those who 
no longer have a place to live,” Mr 
Scales said. 

“I also want to acknowledge and 
thank all of council’s employees 

and contractors who have dropped 
everything to prepare the commu-
nity for the flood and to construct 
levees to protect critical assets and 
infrastructure.”

Mid Murray 2022 ‘challenge’

Morgan Riverside Caravan Park owner Leigh Cock (left) SA Premier Peter 
Malinauskas and Mid Murray Council CEO Ben Scales met recently to 

discuss the impact the River Murray flood is having on the district. 
PHOTO: Christine Webster

Flood EVENT
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MEET THE TEAM
Meet Glenda, Elise, Paul and Caitlin at The Murray 
Pioneer, who can help your business grow through 
our print and online mediums.

GLENDA | 8586 8024 
glenda.malinovski@murraypioneer.com.au

ELISE | 8586 8032 
elise.christopher@murraypioneer.com.au

PAUL | 8541 2060 
paul.mccormick@murraypioneer.com.au

CAITLIN | 0423 918 207 
caitlin.bruce@murraypioneer.com.au

Renmark | Glenda

Berri | Elise

Waikerie | Paul

Loxton | Caitlin 

PAUL MITCHELL 
and JOSH BRINE
BOOKPURNONG Road 
could be elevated to combat 
future flooding events, the 
SA Premier has hinted.

A section of the road – 
from the Berri Bridge head-
ing south to Loxton – has 
been closed to traffic for 
over a month, after becom-
ing inundated during the cur-
rent high river event, causing 
major disruptions for many 
Riverland commuters and 
other motorists.

H ow eve r,  u p g r a d i n g 
that stretch of road is now 
on the agenda, after Peter 
Malinauskas had discussions 
with local mayors last week 
during his latest visit to the 
region.

“Trevor (Norton, mayor 
of Loxton Waikerie coun-
cil) in particular was rais-
ing this just a moment ago 
and it is something we want 
to turn our minds to,” Mr 
Malinauskas said immediate-

ly after meeting with mayors.
“We know that it is a criti-

cally important road in terms 
of travel for Riverland com-
munities more broadly and 
we do see an opportunity as 
we graduate into the recov-
ery phase to turn our minds 
to, not just building back the 
way it was before, but build-
ing back better.

“And that particular road 
presents an opportunity for 
that…”

Former Berri and Berri 
Barmera mayor Margaret 
Evans told The Murray 
Pioneer last year that had 
the Berri Bridge been built 
immediately after it was first 
promised by the SA govern-
ment, in 1981, it would have 
included a causeway.

Mrs Evans said former 
Labor premier John Bannon 
quashed the bridge proposal 
after his 1983 election vic-
tory, before it was revived – 
minus a causeway – by the 
SA Liberals in the 1990s. The 
bridge was opened in 1997.

Premier hints at Booky Road upgrade

A stretch of Bookpurnong Road from the Berri Bridge has been closed to traffic for over a month, due to the high river. PHOTO: Grant Schwartzkopff

SA Premier Peter Malinauskas (second from left) met with local mayors last week to discuss flood-related matters, including a 
possible upgrade of Bookpurnong Road. Mr Malinauskas is pictured inside the Renmark Club with (from left) SA SES CEO Chris 
Beattie, Berri Barmera Mayor Ella Winnall, Renmark Paringa Mayor Peter Hunter, Loxton Waikerie Mayor Trevor Norton, and SA 

Emergency Services Minister Joe Szakacs. PHOTO: Paul Mitchell

Flood EVENT

LIONS LEGENDS: Berri Lions Club president Bill Quirke recently bestowed life membership on 
members Les Weidenhoffer (left) and Tom Poulos. A club spokesperson said it was just reward for 

their “incredible service to Lions over many years”. PHOTOS: supplied

CLOSE CALL FOR CHURCH: The Renmark Anglican Church, on James Avenue, 
avoided potentially major damage after a gum tree fell due to flood waters last 

weekend. PHOTO: Ian Kent
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THE fuel subsidy for a number of 
Riverlanders travelling to Adelaide for 
specialist health appointments has been 
doubled.

In the first major increase to the Patient 
Assistance Transport Scheme (PATS) in 
more than 20 years, the SA government is 
doubling the fuel subsidy from 16c per kilo-
metre to 32c per kilometre for eligible medi-
cal appointments.

The government says the move will allow 
thousands of South Australians living in 
rural and regional areas to get significantly 
more financial support to travel to specialist 
health appointments.

PATS also has five offices located in 
regional SA hospitals including Riverland 
General Hospital in Berri. The scheme pro-
vides financial assistance towards transport 
and accommodation costs for people who 
need to travel more than 100km each way to 
attend planned specialist healthcare services 
that are not available locally.

Last year more than 13,000 South 
Australians received financial support 
through PATS.

The doubling of the fuel subsidy – which 
took effect from January 1 – means people 
travelling around 300km to Adelaide, for 

example, who claim a refund through PATS, 
will now be entitled to about $200 for a 
return trip, up from $100 previously.

The subsidy is also available for people 
approved to take patients to appointments, 
while Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people travelling to specialist appointments 
may be eligible to receive additional support.  
The PATS subsidy is funded by the South 
Australian government and operated by 
the Rural Support Service (RSS) on behalf 
of SA Health’s six regional Local Health 
Networks.

“We are pleased to deliver the first sig-

nificant increase since 2001 to what we 
know is an important subsidy that supports 
South Australians living in regional and 
rural areas,” said SA Health and Wellbeing 
Minister Chris Picton.

“This is great news for the many thou-
sands of people who access the scheme 
now or may need to travel for medical 
treatment in future.”

Acting executive director of RSS, Dr 
Hendrika Meyer, said the change came at 
just the right time.

“With the rising costs of living and 
increasing fuel costs, we know how 

important this subsidy is to people living 
in regional and remote communities,” Dr 
Meyer said.

People living in remote areas are encour-
aged to check their eligibility and apply for 
subsidies by submitting a claim on the PATS 
website.

Paper forms are also available online or at 
GP clinics.

Other PATS offices located in regional 
SA hospitals are in Mount Gambier, Port 
Augusta, Whyalla and Port Lincoln. For 
more information visit the website (pats.
sa.gov.au).

Boost 
for PATS 
users

The doubling of PATS subsidies will be welcomed by Riverland users of the scheme. PHOTO: SA government

Patient transport scheme fuel subsidy doubled for Riverlanders…

Renmark Rotary 
supports RFDS
THE Rotary Club of Renmark has 
presented the Royal Flying Doctor 
Service with a $5000 cheque to help 
the RFDS patient transfer facility be 
built at the Renmark Airport.

Club president  Tom Copley 
said the donation came about after 
Riverland RFDS Support Group 
chairman spoke at a recent Rotary 
meeting.

“When Alan told us of the work 
that the RFDS does in the commu-
nity, how many transfers happen per 
year and the difference that a facil-
ity would make, we simply had no 
choice but to offer our full support,” 
Mr Copley said.

“One of the club’s major fund-
raisers is a battery collection. Over 
the past couple of years, we have 
amassed a large number of batteries 
and a portion of those profits have 
gone towards this donation.”

RFDS Central Operations treasurer 

Peter Read said he was pleased to 
accept the donation on behalf of the 
Royal Flying Doctor Service.

“It’s this kind of support that 
makes the work the RFDS does 
worthwhile,” he said.

“We have already built and opened 
(a) patient transfer facility in Mount 
Gambier and the difference it has 
made is amazing.

“We know that the facility at the 
Renmark airport will make the same 
impact on patient and RFDS staff 
comfort.”

The Renmark Rotary Club will 
complete another long-term project 
at Renmark Hospital in the coming 
months.

The club has been constructing a 
new garden for the aged care resi-
dents, with the project funded by a 
grant from Flinders University and 
the proceeds of the battery collection.

Renmark Rotary president Tom Copley presents Peter Read, from the Royal Flying Doctor Service, with a 
$5000 cheque. PHOTO: supplied

CHRISTINE WEBSTER 
T H E  R iv e r l a n d  We s t 
communities of Qualco, 
Sunlands and Ramco now 
have access to a defibrillator, 
t hanks  t o  fund ra i s ing 
efforts by the Lions Club of 
Waikerie.

Funds raised by the organ-
isation have enabled the 
emergency medical device 

to be placed outside the 
Sunlands Service Centre. 

Waikerie Lions Club pres-
ident Pam Stendara said her 
organisation raised $1000 
towards the l ife-saving 
medical device and Nippy’s 
Waikerie Producers and 
Jumaluk Fruit Packers con-
tributed $200 each.

Mrs Stendara said due to a 
global shortage, it took three 

months for the defibrillator 
to arrive from Queensland 
after she ordered it.

She said the communities 
west of Waikerie will benefit 
from having access to the 
device, which can be used 
to restart a person’s heart 
following sudden cardiac 
arrest. 

“Given the time it takes 
for an ambulance to come 

out here if something hap-
pens, it could be useful for 
people to know that it is 
there,” she said. 

“They are easy to use. A 
recorded message talks you 
through it and you can’t 
make a mistake or kick-start 
a live person. 

“It won’t work if their 
heart is still beating.” 

Sunlands Service Centre 

part-owner Judy Hartwig 
said people needing a defi-
brillator during an emergen-
cy were welcome to use it at 
any time.

“It is out on the front wall 
and available to anyone who 
needs it,” she said.

Mrs Hartwig and her hus-
band, Merv, have lived in the 
area for 56 years.

She said the increase in 

population and visitors 
meant it was important for 
the townships to have a defi-
brillator.

“We have a lot of people 
who have holiday homes in 
the area and they are only 
here on the weekends,” she 
said.

“It would be good for 
them to know that it is there 
if they need it.”

New defibrillator now available for use in Riverland West
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...grow my clinical 
abilities and shape 

my career path

W15335

Registered Nurse, 
Aged Care
Ongoing Part Time  
(multiple positions available)
Riverland Mallee Coorong 
Local Health Network
Loxton
Job Ref: 809195

www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/careers 

I can be part of a friendly country 
community health service which means 
that I am part of the big picture, serving 
my clients as a nurse or midwife, as 
well as being an important member of 
the community myself. This brings joy 
and meaning to my work, and leads me 
to experience a vast array of diverse 
clinical experiences. 

...grow my clinical 
abilities and shape 

my career path

W15333

Registered  
Nurse/Midwife
Ongoing Part Time  
(multiple positions available)
Riverland Mallee Coorong 
Local Health Network
Loxton
Job Ref: 809204

www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/careers 

I can be part of a friendly country 
community health service which means 
that I am part of the big picture, serving 
my clients as a nurse or midwife, as 
well as being an important member of 
the community myself. This brings joy 
and meaning to my work, and leads me 
to experience a vast array of diverse 
clinical experiences. 

RENMARK CHILDREN’S 
CENTRE INC

Integrated service offering 
long day childcare and preschool.

Relief and part time positions available for: 
QUALIFIED CHILDCARE EDUCATORS 

Certificate 3 or Diploma Level

Applications and resumes including contact 
details of three referees to be sent to: 
Director, Renmark Children’s Centre 

204 Eighteenth Street, Renmark 5341 
or by email 

dl.6541_leaders@schools.sa.edu.au

To be received by Friday 20 January 2023
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Monday, January 23, 2023 
Big River Tavern, Berri at 6.30pm

The committee encourages interested  
community members to attend. For more information,  

please call Amelia Anspach on 0438 391 222

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETTING

BZ
12

05
9

Please be advised that Hoods Agrimotive will cease 
Saturday morning trading as of December 2022. 
We will continue to offer an EMERGENCY PART’S, 
BREAKDOWN SERVICE to our clients

CUSTOMER NOTICE

I will take this opportunity to wish all Riverlanders a 
very safe Christmas and a prosperous 2023, no matter 
how difficult it may be.
Please stay safe throughout the flood crisis. We have 
been serving our community since 1982 and will 
continue to do so in every way possible throughout 
this flood situation.

NORM HOOD 0427 839687
KIRK THIEL 0428 955388

Norm Hood

To our valued customers
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An exciting opportunity has arisen for a Sales/Admin Assistant to join our 

team in a full-time position. 

The successful applicant will be the first point of contact for all customers, 

this position includes providing customers with tour information, taking 

tour booking information along with general administration/reception 

duties 
 The successful applicant must possess the following; great organisational 

skills, basic computer skills, pleasant and clear telephone manner and or 

relevant experience in a similar role. 

 
 

Competitive renumeration will be discussed with the successful applicant.  

Please email HR@busbiz.net.au with a resume or details of experience. 

Applications close 27.11.2020 

BuzBiz has a zero tolerance of drugs and alcohol, random testing does take 

place. 

Sales/Admin  
Assistant 
Renmark Based 

 

An exciting opportunity has arisen for a Sales/Admin Assistant to join our 

team in a full-time position. 

The successful applicant will be the first point of contact for all customers, 

this position includes providing customers with tour information, taking 

tour booking information along with general administration/reception 

duties 
 The successful applicant must possess the following; great organisational 

skills, basic computer skills, pleasant and clear telephone manner and or 

relevant experience in a similar role. 

 
 

Competitive renumeration will be discussed with the successful applicant.  

Please email HR@busbiz.net.au with a resume or details of experience. 

Applications close 27.11.2020 

BuzBiz has a zero tolerance of drugs and alcohol, random testing does take 

place. 

Sales/Admin  
Assistant 
Renmark Based 

We are looking for engaging, customer-focused 
people to join our team of drivers in Renmark. 

Looking for a customer service role with a twist?  
Do you have a MR or HR license?  

Do you have accreditation or prepared to obtain it?  
Then we would love to hear from you. 

Find out about training, career pathways and  
what a day in the life of a bus driver is.  

A rewarding career change for many, driving  
for BusBiz provides a community -focused job 

working for a local, Australian company. 

We are also looking for an energetic person with an 
eye for detail to join our team as a bus cleaner with 

duties also including general yard maintenance.

Please email HR@busbiz.net.au  
with a resume or details of experience.

BusBiz has a zero tolerance of drugs and  
alcohol, random testing does take place.

DRIVE INTO A REWARDING  
CAREER WITH BUSBIZ!  

CASUAL SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS  
ARE REQUIRED FOR 2023. 
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quizthe

answers
1. February 2.Emmanuel Macron 3.Beijing, 
China 4.Anthony Albanese 5.Real Madrid 
6.Boris Johnson, Liz Truss, Rishi Sunak 
7.Mikhail Gorbachev  8.Patrick Cripps 

9.Ukraine 10.Gaslighting 11.Imran 
Khan 12.Vangelis 13.Jose Mourinho 
14.September (8th) 15.Shinzo Abe 

16.The Beach Boys 17.May, and reported
 in London 18.Birmingham UK 

19.Chris Rock 20.Argentina

BONUS QUESTION ANSWER 
(from last week): The sports league that has 

played a game on Christmas Day almost 
every year since its inception in 1946 is 

the NBA (National Basketball Association). 
The fi rst Christmas Day match was in 1947.

Simply contact the  
Murry Pioneer Office to sign up!

Eligible for kids up to 12 years of age
8586 8000 | office@murrypioneer.com.au

Renmark

Join our
Buddy Bunyip
Birthday List

CITRUS exporters will benefit from a 
looming cut to tariffs to India, following 
the finalisation of the Australia India 
Economic Co-operation and Trade 
Agreement (AI-ECTA).

Both the Australian and Indian govern-
ments have now ratified the agreement.

“We are delighted to see a great initial 
outcome for the Australian citrus industry 
achieved by the Australian Government,” 
said Citrus Australia CEO Nathan 
Hancock.

“In a meeting… I stressed to Trade and 
Tourism Minister Don Farrell that the 
citrus industry was urgently awaiting the 
finalisation of the agreement so it’s great 
to hear it has now been finalised.

“Citrus exporters with an interest in 
India will be ready to take advantage of 
the new opportunity in the 2023 season.”

This agreement will allow Australian 
citrus exporters to export oranges and 
mandarins to India under a tariff-reduced 
quota system.

The previous 30 per cent tariff has 
reduced to 15 per cent.

The reduced tariff applies to the first 
13,700 tonnes annually. The quota system 
will be managed by the Australian gov-
ernment and more details will be provided 
to industry when available.

Exports of Australian citrus have been 
as high as 7800 tonnes in the past and 
Citrus Australia expects to see improve-
ment on that result in the coming years.

Mr Hancock said Citrus Australia 
would continue to work with the 
Australian Government to seek further 
reduction in the tariff over coming years.

“A 50 per cent reduction is a step in 
the right direction, but we feel significant 
growth in exports will be achieved when 
the tariff is further reduced or eliminated 
altogether,” said Mr Hancock, who noted 
that India was a key focus for Citrus 
Australia and several exporters.

Earlier last year, Citrus Australia was 
awarded a grant from the Department of 
Agriculture under the Agriculture Trade 
and Market Access Cooperation pro-
gram to support industry to identify and 
develop opportunities for Class 1 citrus 
in India.

Mr Hancock said while initial investi-
gations had shown a number of challeng-
es for the industry in increasing exports to 
India, Citrus Australia remained confident 
the market would develop and prove to 
be an important destination for Australian 
citrus exports in the future.

Mr Hancock said the tariff reduction 
would also help drive growth opportuni-
ties by making Australian citrus more 
competitive against other suppliers 
including South Africa.

Citrus exporters 
‘delighted’ by 
India tariff cut



DEATHS

K E L L Y ,  W i l l i a m 
Maxwell ‘Bill’.

Aged 78 years. 
19/1/1944 - 
21/12/2022

Beloved husband of 
June (deceased). 

Devoted loving 
father of Shane, 

Melissa (deceased), 
Adam and partner 

Kimberley.  
Loved grandfather  

of Sebastian, Crystal  
and Stephan.

Treasured and most 
loved and adored 

brother and  
brother-in-law of  

Pat and Bob 
(deceased), Kevin and 
Angela, Tom and Jan,  

Frank and Shirley.
Uncle to Anthony, 

Mark, Daniel,  
Alana, and family, 
Shane and Helen,  

and family;  
and Rachel. 

Great-uncle to  
Jasmin, and family; 

and Morgan.

Bill will be 
remembered.  

He was very respected 
by his work colleagues 

throughout the 
years and for his 
sportsmanship in 

the boxing ring and 
football, both on and 

off the field. 
Bill was well known 
around the Glenelg 

area and always keen 
for a chat.

To know him was  
to love him.  

He is forever in  
our hearts.  

So dearly loved and 
sadly missed.
Rest in peace.

Bill’s funeral will be 
held on Monday, 

January 9, 11.30am 
at Centennial Park. 
Heysen Chapel, 760 

Goodwood Road, 
Pasadena, SA.

NITSCHKE, Colin.
Died suddenly 
in hospital in 

Queensland on 
December 20, 2022.

Aged 77 years.
Remembered by  

sister Joy.  
Uncle to Peter, 

Jennifer and Angela. 
Resting peacefully.

DEATHS

OBST, Martin.
Loxton Agricultural 
and Horticultural 

Society extends its 
sincere condolences 

to the family of  
Martin Obst on  

his passing.
Martin was a life 

member and past 
president of the  

Loxton A & H Society.  
Martin also 

had a long-term 
commitment in 

setting up the shows 
exhibition hall.

PA R K E R ,  G e r a l d 
Ashley ‘Gerry’.

27/4/1947 - 
23/12/2022

Loving husband  
of Jillian ‘Jill’.

Father of Roslyn, 
Samantha and Vicki.
Loving grandfather 

of Catherine, Joshua, 
Georgina, Jessica, 
Eamon, Marcus, 

Simone, Tyler  
and Rohan.
Mischievous  

great-grandfather  
of Oscar and Rose.

Gerry and laughter 
always went hand in 

hand.
Always loved and 
deeply missed.

Gerry was privately 
cremated at 

the Riverland 
Crematorium, and a 
celebration of his life 

will be held at a future 
date.

Berri and Renmark 
8582 1333 

Member AFDA

ROSS, Allen.
With deep regret,  
the members of 

Riverland Model Aero 
Club note the passing 
of long-time member, 

Allen.  
Condolences to the 

family. 
“We remember the 

good times”.

21st 
BIRTHDAY

LANGE, Chloe. 
Congratulations  

on 21 years.  
We are so proud of 

the beautiful woman 
you have grown into 
and your beautiful 

baby girl, Rose. 
Wishing you health, 

wealth and happiness 
for your future.

Love Nana Christine 
Mary, Dad Samuel, 

and families.

DEATHS

CARRERA, Michele 
‘Mick’.

Born 4/7/1940 
Passed away 
19/12/2022.
Dearly loved 

husband of ‘Connie’ 
(deceased).

Adored and very 
much-loved father to 

Rino and Gioia.
Much-loved nonno to 
Alessandra and Gian.

We will always 
remember you.

DEATHS

TRIPNEY, Don.
Passed away suddenly 
surrounded by family 
on Friday, December 

23, 2022.
Aged 89 years.

Loving husband of 
Verna (deceased).
Loved father and 
father-in-law of  

Donna and Brian, 
Mark and Sharon, 
Joanne and Tony, 

Louise and Russell.
Loved grandpa and 

great-grandpa of 
many.

Forever in our hearts.

Reunited with Mum.

Don’s family 
had a private 

service followed 
by a cremation 
at the Riverland 
Crematorium.

Berri and Renmark 
8582 1333 

Member AFDA

TRIPNEY, Don.
Retired Legatee.
Legatees of the 
Renmark Legacy 

Group mourn 
the death of our 
esteemed friend  

and retired colleague, 
Don Tripney. 

Don was a committed 
and supportive 

Legatee for many 
years. 

He was admired 
for his skill and 
thoroughness in 

project management, 
and his contribution to 
Legacy’s work in the 
Riverland was much 

appreciated. 
We extend our 

deepest sympathies 
to his surviving family 

members.

DEATHS

WENDT, Walter Hans 
‘Wally’.

Passed away 
peacefully in the 

Riverview Lutheran 
Rest Home Loxton, 

with his family by his 
side, on December 

22, 2022.
Aged 92 years.

Loved husband of 
Lesley. 

Adored father and 
father-in-law of  
Susan, Jacqui  
and Michael. 

Cherished papa of 
David, Shi-Ann;  
Kate, Hayden,  

and Shane. 
Very much-loved 

great-papa of Jacob, 
Mason and Myles.

Deep in our hearts 
you will always stay,  

Loved and 
remembered every 

day.

Privately cremated at 
Wally’s request.

W O O L D R I D G E , 
Ronald George.

Passed away 
peacefully surrounded 
by family at Flinders 
Medical Centre on 

Saturday, December 
24, 2022.

Aged 80 years.
Loved and cherished 
husband of Margie. 

Loved and cherished 
dad of  

Katrina and Andrew,  
Greg and Annastasia, 

Carri and Adam.
Adored pa of  

Sam and Kirsty,  
Amy and Dylan;  

Jess, Tom;  
Payton and Van.

Your heart of gold 
stopped beating, 

Your working hands 
at rest.

Too dearly loved to be 
forgotten.

FUNERALS

CARRERA, Michele.
Mick’s funeral service 
wi l l  commence at 
11am on Monday, 
J a n u a r y  9 ,  i n  S t 
Thomas More Catholic 
Church, Waikerie. 
T h e  s e r v i c e  w i l l 
c o n c l u d e  w i t h  a 
burial in the Waikerie 
Cemetery.
In memory of Mick, 
donations to Dementia 
Australia, Reply Paid 
6042, Nor th Ryde, 
NSW 2113, would be 
appreciated. Donation 
envelopes  wi l l  be 
available at the service.

SA KleemannSA Kleemann
FUNERAL SERVICES

Waikerie | 8541 2743
Accredited Member Australian 
Funeral Directors Associa� on

WOOLDRIDGE.
Family and friends of 
Ron Wooldridge are 
respectfully invited 
to attend his funeral 
service to be conducted 
entirely at the Riverland 
Funeral Chapel, 32 
Hughes Street, Berri on 
Thursday, January 5, 
2023 at 2pm, followed 
by a private cremation 
a t  t h e  R i v e r l a n d 
Crematorium.

In lieu of flowers if 
desired, a donation to 
volunteers at Flinders 
Medical Centre in Ron’s 
memor y  would  be 
appreciated. Donations 
may be made at the 
service.

Berri and Renmark 
8582 1333 

Member AFDA

FOR BEST VALUE 
 CLASSIFIEDS CALL  

THE MURRAY PIONEER

8586 8000

OUR CLASSIFIEDS 
WORK WONDERS

PHOTOS
FOR
SALE

phone 8586 8000
murraypioneer.com.au

6 x 4 ..........$7.40

7 x 5 ..........$12.50

8 x 10 ......$21.00 
8 x 12 ......$24.00

Advertising 
classifieds 
deadline:

Monday 
3pm

Add a photo
for maximum 

impact

Only $10 
per photo +
$5 per logo

Spanning two 
publications, 

advertise with 
the largest 
circulating 

classifieds in 
the Riverland 
and Mallee.
Terms and 
conditions 

apply, phone 
8586 8000.

IN MEMORIAM

HOFFMANN, Jarred M.
In loving memory of 
our dear grandson, 

Jarred.
One year has flown by.

Our family chain is 
broken but you are 

still the rock. 
We never lose our 

loved ones,  
they live on within our 
treasured memories.
Always loved, never 

forgotten.
“You’ve got the love”.

Nan and Pop May.
NORMAN, Arthur John.

Sadly passed 9  
years ago.
1/1/2014

I hide my tears when  
I say your name,  

But the pain in my 
heart is still the same. 
Although I smile and 

seem carefree, 
There is no one who 

misses you more than 
me.

Loved always your 
wife Lyn, and family 
Anthony, Chantelle, 

Tahlee, and families.

BZ11253

85821333  24 Hours
www.riverlandfunerals.com.au
Facebook/Riverland Funerals
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Urgent care in 
the Riverland 
when it’s 
needed most >
On a daily basis the Royal 
Flying Doctor Service conducts  
more than 100 aeromedical 
evacuations across Australia  
– an average of two flights  
to the Riverland every day.

Please donate today and help  
keep the Flying Doctor flying.

1300 669 569 
www.flyingdoctor.org.au

DONATE NOW 
1800 352 352 
HOLLOWS.ORG.AU
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FOR BEST VALUE CLASSIFIEDS 
CALL THE MURRAY PIONEER,  
OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE AND 
SUBMIT YOUR CLASSIFIEDS VIA 
OUR ONLINE PLATFORM.
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FOR SALE FOR SALES WORK FOR HIRE

COMMNITY 
NOTICE

TRACTORS AND 
MACHINERY

WANTED  
TO BUY

FOR HIRE

Riverland

CHURCH
NOTICES

WEEKS 1, 3 & 5

Catholic 
Church

Mass Times

Saturday 
Morgan 6pm

Renmark 6.30pm
Sunday

Berri 9am
Loxton 11am 

Waikerie 11am
Barmera 6pm

Our Lady  
of the River  

Catholic Parish

WEEKS 2 & 4
Saturday 

Waikerie 6pm
Berri 6.30pm

Sunday
Renmark 9am
Morgan 9am 

Barmera 11am
Loxton 6pm

FO
21581-V27

Sunday, January 8 
10am

Loxton Senior  
Citizen Hall 

25 Tobruk Terrace
Ps Red Elliott 
0439 507 096 
Ps Sheryl Giles 
0423 884 002

FO
22032-V27

Anglican 
Church
Riverland

Contact: 
Fr. David Patterson

8586 3288

FO
21374-V27

Sunday, January 8

9am - Barmera 
St Edmund’s

9am - Renmark 
St Augustine’s
9am - Loxton 

The Resurrection
11am - Waikerie 

St James

Sunday January 8 
10am

All Welcome

BERRI
1025 Old Sturt Highway

Church 
     of Christ

Phone 0419 783 779
berrichurchofchrist.org.au

FO
21529-V27

19 Sunrise Court, Berri
Bible Study 10-11am 

Worship every Saturday
(Sabbath) Now 11.15am

All Welcome
Pastor Andy Krause 
Ph: 0418 617 582

FO
21694-V27

Lutheran 
Church
of  Australia

BERRI | BARMERA

LOXTON

Sunday, January 8 
Berri 9pm 

Barmera 11am 
Pastor S Trautwein

First Sunday  
atfer Epiphany                  

Sunday, January 8       
St Peter’s                  10am 
               
Concordia         10am HC  
                          da Costa

Myrla & New Residence  
9am 

Lay Reading 
(Myrla)   

Bookpurnong 8.30am HC  
da Costa

Riverview Rest Home 
Wed, Jan 11 

10.30am HC 
Unfortunately, until further 

notice only residents  

Lutheran Ministry Centre 
Phone 8584 5522 
Pastor Chris Georg 

(Concordia and outlying)
Pastor Jason Sander 

(St Peter’s)

All Welcome
Phone  0493021960

RENMARK | PARINGA

WAIKERIE

Sunday, January 8

Renmark 9am HC
Paringa 10.30am

 All Welcome
Pastor Roland Adams
Phone 0460 300 492

FO
21642-V27

Sunday, January 8
Waikerie 10am

Lowbank 8.45am
Ramco 8.45am 
All Welcome

Phone 8541 2689

BERRI / BARMERA
Sunday, January 8

Sundays at 10am
Berri, Denny Street

Barmera, Nookamka Tce
berribarmerauca.org.au

LOXTON

RENMARK

UNITING CHURCH

Sunday, January 8
10am 

Rev Linda Forsyth

Contact  
Rev Linda Forsyth 

0401 815 488

FO
21373-V27

Sunday, January 8
8.30am  

Renmark West
10am  

Renmark Avenue
Ron Kohler 

Phone 0401 815 488

Volunteers
Notice Board

Looking for 
Volunteers?

The Murray Pioneer, 
can help.

Email or fax the name 
of your organisation, the 
type of volunteer needed 

and contact details to:
ads@murraypioneer.com.au

Fax: 8586 4333
and we will print your 

request 
Free of Charge!

FREE SERVICE

Meals on Wheels
 There’s a volunteer  
in all of us! Meals 
on Wheels have a 

variety of Volunteering 
opportunities in 

kitchen, delivery and 
administration, at a 
number of locations 
across the Riverland.
If you have some time 

to put to good use, 
please contact Rozz 

on 0409928248 (or the 
Renmark kitchen on 
85866040) and see 
if Meals on Wheels 

tickles your volunteering 
tastebuds!

Wilabalangaloo  
(Berri Branch of 
National Trust) 
 are seeking able 

bodied volunteers to 
help with maintaining 
walking trails, weed 
control, pest control, 
revegetation & other 

projects. If you enjoy the 
outdoors please contact 
Gordon on 0427847896 

for more information.

Loxton Show Society 
Conveners needed 

for the 2023 LOXTON 
show to be trained for 

this year’s Show in 
October for the following 

sections: Vegetables, 
Floral Art, Amateur 

Winemaking & Brewing 
and Scarecrows
Please call 0497 
147 890 for more 

information.

Riverland Youth 
Theatre is seeking a 
suitably qualified and 

experienced person to 
fill the volunteer position 

of Secretary on the 
four-member executive 
of the RYT Board. They 

should have some 
experience in meeting 

organisation skills, 
corporate governance, 

administration and 
an understanding 
of the not-for-profit 
charitable sector 

regulatory frameworks 
and standards. If you 
have an interest in 

contributing to RYT’s 
wonderful work, please 
email an expression of 
interest to board@ryt.
org.au including your 
relevant qualifications 

and experience.

F
O

21
37

2

SUPPORT YOUR 
LOCAL… Get involved 

and give back to 
your community by 

volunteering at Loxton 
Red Cross Shop. Call 
1800 833 489 or email 

(savolunteer@redcross.
org.au.)

13 SALVOS (13 72 58)
salvationarmy.org.au

DONATE
BY CREDIT CARD

RED SHIELD
APPEAL

Please help people in need. 
We’re all in this together.

13 SALVOS (13 72 58)
salvationarmy.org.au

DONATE
BY CREDIT CARD

RED SHIELD
APPEAL

Please help people in need. 
We’re all in this together.

ALUMINIUM bow 
ladders, 2 year guar-
antee, 3 leg pick-
ing ladders, Pinyon 
Engineering. Phone 
85866057. 

BOAT - 12ft Stacer, 
360 aluminium hull 
with 25hp motor, 
stainless steel propel-
ler, on trailer, both reg-
istered. $4500. Phone 
85955005.

BOAT (tinny), 385 Sav-
age Jabiru, electric 
start/tilt, 25hp mo-
tor, 4 stroke, bimini. 
Top condition. $7500. 
Phone 0417435640.

CAMPER trailer Lum-
berjack. Top of the 
range, electric lift, 2 x 
king-sized beds, solar 
panel, fridge, stove, 
sink, HWS, shower 
tent, toilet. Fully off-
road. $26,500. Phone 
0417435640.

CAMPERVAN - Jayco 
Penguin Outback. 
4.1m, full annexe, 
double bed, 3-way 
fridge, 3 gas and 1 
electric hotplate, plus 
extras. Registration 
S103TII, registered 
until March 2023. 
$23,000 negotiable. 
Phone 0408621343.

CARAVAN Crusader, 
2017, 19.6ft Cruise 
Master. Independent 
suspension, dual axle, 
150mm chassis rails, 
extended draw bar, 
gas heater, all mod 
cons. $58,500. Phone 
0427867729.

FLORY harvestor, 
1996. Almonds, pe-
cans, walnuts - all 
nuts. Self-propelled 
pick-up/harvester 
in good working or-
der with new pick-
up belt, twin rod 
dirt chain worth 
$15,000 alone. 
5137hours. Big 
price drop, down 
to $40,000. Phone 
0419833517.

HAY - oaten. Large, 
round rolls, net 
wrapped, new sea-
sons, can deliver. 
$80+GST. Phone 
0418615099.

MOTOR - Fully recon-
ditioned FSR 500 
BB1. Suitable to mod-
ify to a generator. Of-
fers. More information 
call Pat 0438362365.

PUPPIES - Jack Rus-
sell cross. Vet checked, 
wormed, vaccinated, 
and microchipped. 
Male and female. 
White and cream, tan 
and white, black and 
white. Eight weeks old 
on January 16. Berri 
area. Breeder number: 
EF7 EC22302. Phone 
0488413418.

ROSES - new season 
roses have arrived 
at Brad’s Roses. Flo-
ribunda, climbers, 
standard hybrid teas. 
Phone 0417855014. 
13 Riverview Drive, 
Paringa.

STORAGE - 24/7 
keypad entry, CCTV 
and monitoring. 
Various site sizes 
available. Phone 
0488050482. Ren-
mark Central Storage.  

TYRES - pair of new 
235/50r17. Goodyear 
excellence premium 
performance tyres. 
$130 each. Phone 
0428874357.

VARIOUS - Black 
wheelchair $320 ono, 
red wheelchair $375 
ono, shower chair $85 
ono, toilet/commode 
chair $100 ono, pedal 
exerciser $40 ono. 
All in good condition. 
Phone 0474132451.

HOLDEN Commo-
dore SS VT II, 2000, 
8 cylinder, 5.7 litre, 
automatic sedan. Reg-
istered until January. 
Excellent condition. 
One owner. Country 
driving. 329,660km. 
Registration WJY-
046, $20,000. Phone 
0438405023.

HOLDEN VE Commo-
dore SS wagon, 2010, 
6 litre V8. Reluctant 
sale due to lack of 
use, 144,000km. Reg-
istration DD4-11G, 
$25,000 ono. Phone 
0447927613.

NISSAN Navara Ti-
tanium, 2009, sil-
ver. Dual cab auto, 
good condition, 
214,000kms. Reg-
istration S430-AXS. 
$16,500 ono. Phone 
Neil 0400653726.

MOTOR  
VEHICLES

GARDENER and 
Handyman. All types 
of gardening, prun-
ing and lawn mowing. 
Happy to fix locks or 
doors, build or paint. 
A man that cares! Call 
to chat about what you 
would like done. Great 
prices and quotes. 
Past references 
available. Pensioner 
rates. Call Adrian 
0448831169.

LOXTON  Retire-
ment Village Christ-
mas raffle winners:  
1st June Vasey,  
2nd Jill Falting,  
3rd Cathy Arndt. 
Thanks to everyone for 
your support.

MACHINERY located 
on your behalf, Aus-
tralia wide. Agricultur-
al, earthmoving, trans-
port and specialist. All 
makes and models. 
Phone 0499992644.

MACHINERY wanted. 
Agricultural, earth-
moving, transport and 
specialist. All makes 
and models. Phone 
0499992644.

RAINWATER tanks, 
1000 gallons plus.
Will remove unwanted 
cars at no cost. Riv-
erland areas. Phone 
0418839115.

SIGNS - Man-cave 
type older signs and 
mirrors wanted. Pet-
rol, deli, beer etc. Can 
attend on most days. 
Please phone Simon 
0412222042.

RIVERLAND Trail-
er Bins. You throw 
it - We tow it. For all 
your rubbish removal 
needs at competitive 
prices. Great alter-
native to skip bins, 
range of sizes avail-
able. Book a trailer bin 
today! Contact David 
0400576230. 

Call: 8586 8000
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Renmark

Simply  
contact the  

Murry  
Pioneer  
Office  

to sign up!
Eligible for kids up  
to 12 years of age

8586 8000  
office@murrypioneer.com.au

Renmark

Simply  
contact the  

Murry  
Pioneer  
Office  

to sign up!
Eligible for kids up  
to 12 years of age

8586 8000  
office@murrypioneer.com.au

Renmark

Simply  
contact the  

Murry  
Pioneer  
Office  

to sign up!
Eligible for kids up  
to 12 years of age

8586 8000  
office@murrypioneer.com.au

Renmark

Simply  
contact the  

Murry  
Pioneer  
Office  

to sign up!
Eligible for kids up  
to 12 years of age

8586 8000  
office@murrypioneer.com.au

Renmark

Simply  
contact the  

Murry  
Pioneer  
Office  

to sign up!
Eligible for kids up  
to 12 years of age

8586 8000  
office@murrypioneer.com.au



32  NEWS    www.murraypioneer.com.au   Wednesday, January 4, 2023

YOUR Riverland voice

Send your story ideas to:  
editor@murraypioneer.com.au

If it’s happening 
in your town,

we want to 
know about it!

Barmera, Loxton, 

Renmark, Paringa, 

Lyrup, Cobdogla, 

Glossop, Morgan 

& Cooltong

Cadell, Moorook, 
Wunkar, 
Loveday, 
Waikerie, 

Blanchetown,  
Winkie & Berri

Renmark Office
Ral Ral Avenue, Renmark, SA 5341

08 8586 8000

Loxton Office
54 East Tce Loxton, SA 5333

08 8584 7271.

Waikerie Office
12 Peake Terrace, Waikerie, SA 5330

08 8541 3720

FORMER Riverlander Ella Schultz 
is engineering a successful career 
in the Australian Defence Force.

Army Officer Cadet Schultz 
has recently completed three 
years study and military training 
at the Australian Defence Force 
Academy (ADFA).

In a period where Covid-19 
interrupted her routine, Officer 
Cadet Schultz found time to keep 
up with her work and also par-
ticipate in a sports club and the 
Sisters in Arms vocational club, 
before graduating from ADFA on 
December 8 alongside more than 
300 Army, Navy and Air Force 
cadets.

Born in Berri, Officer Cadet 
Schultz spent her school years in 
Loxton, and near the end of high 
school chose the Army as a career 
option. She sought a “diverse and 
challenging career” and her sub-
jects guided her towards a STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, 
and Mathematics) degree.

Officer Cadet Schultz com-
menced at ADFA in 2020 and 
graduated with a Bachelor of 
Engineering. In 2024, she will go 
back to ADFA to complete her 
honours.

Officer Cadet Schultz chose 
the opportunity to study at ADFA 
because she said it provided “an 
excellent foundation for personal 
development” from both an aca-
demic and leadership perspective.

“I also saw it as a means of job 
security, with a clear path forward 
and the opportunity for career pro-
gression,” Officer Cadet Schultz 
said.

As part of her extracurricular 
activities, Officer Cadet Schultz 
has been captain of the ADFA 
Mustangs Netball Club and par-
ticipated in yoga, gym and other 
social activities in the Sisters in 

Arms Club. 
Officer Cadet Schultz says the 

Covid-19 lockdowns were often 
difficult, and that harnessing the 
strengths of her colleagues was 
crucial. 

“Accepting that not every day is 
going to be easy or the most enjoy-
able was important and learning to 
trust the process and staying opti-
mistic definitely helped,” she said.

“University, especially an engi-

neering degree has its many ups 
and downs. I’ve had moments of 
self-doubt when I’ve felt there has 
been too much to do and little time 
to achieve and learning to seek 
help from my close peers helped 
me through.

“Accepting that while individual 
effort is important, there’s noth-
ing to be ashamed of by asking 
for assistance in areas when some-
one might be stronger – and vice 
versa.”

Of her time at ADFA, Officer 
Cadet Schultz said her favourite 
project was creating a home secu-
rity system. It was a group pro-
ject and assisted her to develop her 
software skills. 

On a personal note, Officer 
Cadet Schultz says she developed 
a friend network with others from 
all across Australia which broad-
ened her perspective and helped 
her “grow as a person”.

For anyone considering joining 
ADFA, Officer Cadet Schultz sim-
ply says “go for it”. 

“ADFA is what you make it,” 
she said.

“There are many opportuni-
ties to travel for ADF sport and 
Academy competitions as well. 
ADFA is a good challenge and I’d 
do it all again.”

After Graduation, Officer Cadet 
Schultz heads ‘over the hill’ to the 
Royal Military College (RMC) 
Duntroon to further her military 
training in the Australian Army.

Former Riverlander Ella Schultz graduated from ADFA on December 8 and now heads to The Royal Military College 
(RMC) Duntroon this year to further her military training in the Australian Army. PHOTO: supplied

Ella engineering successful ADF career
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FOLLOWING an action-packed 
league campaign, Riverland 
futsal concluded its latest season 
with the Top Four Cup late last 
month, with the region’s best 
going head to head. 

The top four teams in each of 
Riverland futsal’s six divisions 
played off in a 1 vs 4, 2 vs 3 
semi-final series, with the win-
ners going on to play off in the 
grand final. 

Regular season champions 
ABCDE FC won well in the 
semi-final of the men’s division 
but were bested in the decider 
by That’s Cooked. 

The two played a number 
of enthralling encounters dur-
ing the minor rounds and That’s 
Cooked made it back-to-back 
wins over the six-time champi-
ons, winning 6-2 in the grand 
final. 

Masud Akaso netted three 
times for the victors including 
an impressive backheel, while 
ABCDE FC’s Thomas Pipinis 
was named best on court despite 
his side’s loss. 

Meanwhile Chicks ‘n’ Kicks 
added to its growing list of tri-
umphs in Riverland futsal after 
defeating Banana Slugs 6-1 in 
the women’s final. 

Jess Grace took out best on 
court honours after finding the 
back of the net twice, while 
Holly Amos produced a hat-
trick to seal the win for the side. 

The Bradys and Tastes Like 
Chicken went toe to toe in the 

mixed division, after the former 
earned its way into the grand 
final via a penalty shootout vic-
tory over Rooney Tunes. 

But, Tastes Like Chicken 
took the chocolates in the decid-
er thanks largely to a hat-trick 
from Masud Akaso. 

RESULTS
MEN
Semi-finals
ABCDE FC 7 d Under Construction 3. 
Best: ABCDE FC – K. Barber Sr, M. 
Barber. Under Construction – H. Smith, 
J. Bertram. 
Goals: ABCDE FC – M. Cartwright 3, 
M. Barber 2, F. Vallelonga, J. Perram. 
Under Construction – P. Johal, S. 
Uzzell.
That’s Cooked 8 d Barmera FC 1. 
Best: That’s Cooked – M. Akaso, T. 
O’Shaughnessy. Barmera FC – J. 
Tsonis, K. Kenefick. 
Goals: That’s Cooked – T. 
O’Shaughnessy 3, C. Ebert 2, R. 
Mitchell, M. Akaso, own goal. Barmera 
FC – K. Kenefick. 
Grand final
That’s Cooked 6 d ABCDE FC 2. 
Best on Court: T. Pipinis (ABCDE FC). 
Goals: That’s Cooked – M. Akaso 3, R. 
Mitchell, C. Mitchell, C. Ebert. ABCDE 
FC – M. Barber, T. Pipinis. 
WOMEN
Semi-finals
Banana Slugs 6 d Deadly Daggers 2. 
Best: Banana Slugs – A. Perry, E. 
Ashby. Deadly Daggers – K. Botten, E. 
Berlage. 
Goals: Banana Slugs – M. Mitchell, 
M. Coombe 2, K. Skilton, J. Mitchell. 
Deadly Daggers – S. Lees 2. 
Chicks ‘n’ Kicks 7 d SAM 1. 
Best: Chicks ‘n’ Kicks – J. Grace, 
E. Flavel. SAM – A. Kondoprias, P. 
Fournaros-Carney.
Goals: Chicks ‘n’ Kicks – J. Grace 3, E. 
Flavel, H. Amos, L. Quinn, M. Rayner. 

SAM – M. Lockwood. 
Grand final
Chicks ‘n’ Kicks 6 d Banana Slugs 1. 
Best on Court: J Grace (Chicks ‘n’ 
Kicks). 
Goals: Chicks ‘n’ Kicks – H. Amos 3, J. 
Grace 2, L. Quinn. Banana Slugs – M. 
Coombe.
MIXED 
Semi-finals
Tastes Like Chicken 3 d Banana 
Slugs 2. 
Best: Tastes Like Chicken – J. Mitchell, 
C. Mitchell. Banana Slugs – L. Ranslet, 
A. Perry. 
Goals: Tastes Like Chicken – Tessie 
Mitchell, Tony Mitchell, M. Akaso. 
Banana Slugs – A. Perry, M. Coombe. 
The Bradys 3 d Rooney Tunes 3 (3-2 
on penalties).
Best: The Bradys – M. Cartwright, A. 
Cartwright. Rooney Tunes – S. Cocks, 
M. Barber. 
Goals: The Bradys – M. Cartwright 
3. Rooney Tunes – M. Barber 2, K. 
Verrall. 
Grand final
Tastes Like Chicken 5 d The Bradys 2. 
Best on Court: Masud Akaso (Tastes 
Like Chicken). 
Goals: Tastes Like Chicken – M. Akaso 
3, R. Mitchell, T. Mitchell. The Bradys – 
M. Cartwright, D. Aston. 
UNDER 14
Semi-finals
Liquorice All Sports 14 d Saint 
Frannies 0. 
Best: Liquorice All Sports – M. 
Mitchell, C. Bourton. Saint Frannies – 
B. Kimberley, T. Skilton.
Goals: Liquorice All Sports – E. 
Bascomb 5, M. Bourton 4, M. Mitchell, 
J. Perram, L. Perram, B. Perram, C. 
Bourton. 
Red Devils 4 d Royan 0. 
Best: Red Devils – L. Crawford, A. 
Watkins. Royan – Z. Hronopoulos, J. 
Garoufalis. 
Goals: Red Devils – B. Altundag 3, I. 
Atsaves. 
Grand final 

Red Devils 3 d Liquorice All Sports 2. 
Best on Court: Ivan Atsaves (Red 
Devils).
Goals: Red Devils – I. Atsaves 3. 
Liquorice All Sports – M. Bourton, M. 
Rayner.
UNDER 13 GIRLS
Semi-finals 
River Runners 10 d Blue Bombers 1. 
Best: River Runners – C. Formby, E. 
Passmore. Blue Bombers – Z. Verco, 
M. Pitt. 
Goals: River Runners – A. Kondoprias 
4, C. Formby 3, A. Perry 2, E. 
Passmore. Blue Bombers – M. Pitt. 
Project Mbappe 11 d Honey Bees 2. 
Best: Project Mbappe – M. Mitchell, 
L. Perre. Honey Bees – B. Kimberley, 
I. Lyons. 
Goals: Project Mbappe – M. Mitchell 6, 
M. Bourton 4, L. Perre. Honey Bees – 
B. Kimberley, O. White. 
Grand final
Project Mbappe 5 d River Runners 2. 
Best on Court: Mikayla Rayner (Project 
Mbappe). 
Goals: Project Mbappe – M. Rayner 3, 
L. Perre, M. Bourton. River Runners – 
C. Formby, A. Kondoprias. 
UNDER 12
Semi-finals 
Blues Brothers 15 d Stingrays 2. 
Best: Blues Brothers – K. Ogle, J. 
Hunter. Stingrays – Y. Kalogerias, R. 
Quinn. 
Goals: Blues Brothers – J. Sweet 4, 
J. Ingerson, E. Bascomb 3, K. Ogle, J. 
Hunter 2, J. Garoufalis. Stingrays – J. 
Lewin, Y. Kalogerias. 
Black Bandits 2 d Wild Fire 0. 
Best: Black Bandits – A. Ielasi, C. 
Bourton. Wild Fire – K. Krendl, J. Peltz. 
Goals: Black Bandits – A. Ielasi, L. 
Perram. 
Grand final
Blues Brothers 7 d Black Bandits 1. 
Best on Court: Kane Ogle (Blues 
Brothers). 
Goals: Blues Brothers – C. Setchell, 
J. Ingerson, J. Garoufalis 2, J. Sweet. 
Black Bandits – A. Ielasi. 

MENS
Premiers: ABCDE FC 25 points (GD + 85).
B & F: Liam Ransley 17 votes.
R/U: Marty Barber 14 votes.
Golden boot: Tony Mitchell 42 goals.
WOMENS
Premiers: Banana Slugs 24 points.
B & F: Holly Amos 14 votes.
R/U: Jess Grace 13 votes.
Golden Boot: Matilda Mitchell 30 goals.
MIXED
Premiers: Tastes Like Chicken 30 points.
B & F: Michael Cartwright 19 votes.
R/U: Tony Mitchell 18 votes; Sebastian Cocks 18 
votes.
Golden boot: Tony Mitchell 65 goals.
U14
Premiers: The Liquorice All Sports.
B & F: Jake Perram 11 votes.
R/U: Macy Bourton 9 votes.
Golden boot: Bedhiran Altundag 22 goals.
U13 GIRLS
Premiers: River Runners 21 points.
B & F: MacKenzie Pitt 10 votes.
R/U: Anastasia Kondoprias 9 votes; Charlotte Formby 
9 votes.
Golden boot: Anastasia Kondoprias 19 goals.
U12
Premiers: Blues Brothers 30 points.
Best & fairest: Kobe Krendl 17 votes.
R/U: Charlie Bourton 12 votes; Jordan Lewin 12 votes.
Golden boot: Jake Sweet 28 goals.

2022 
Riverland 

futsal 
men’s 

division 
best and 

fairest 
runner-

up Marty 
Barber.

Riverland futsal’s top-shelf finish
RIVERLAND 

FUTSAL 
2022 HONOUR 

ROLL:

Riverland futsal men’s division Top Four Cup champions That’s Cooked. Richard Mitchell (left), Cooper Ebert, Tony 
Mitchell, Masud Akaso, Crispin Mitchell and Travis O’Shaughnessy. PHOTOS: Tessie Mitchell

Riverland futsal women’s premiers and Top Four Cup runners up Banana Slugs. Back: Erin Ashby (left), Amber Perry, 
Virginia Mitchell, Marlee Coombe and Georgia Skilton. Front: Karri Skilton, Alyssa Perry, Matilda Mitchell and Tessie 

Mitchell. Absent: Suba Maheswaran. PHOTO: supplied

2022 
Riverland 
futsal 
men’s 
division 
best and 
fairest 
winner 
Liam 
Ransley.
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AUSTRALIA has powered to a 
2-0 series lead in its Test cricket 
contest with South Africa, with 
a Riverland-born star at the heart 
of the action. 

The side stormed to victory 
over the Proteas in the second 
Test, winning by an innings and 
182 runs, after Loxton-born Alex 
Carey helped set up an unassail-
able lead in the first innings with 
his maiden test hundred. 

Carey came to the crease 
alongside state teammate Travis 
Head and the pair began to domi-
nate the revered South African 
bowling attack, with the South 
Aussie duo playing in trademark 
free-flowing fashion. 

Head was dismissed after 
reaching the half-century mark 
but Carey powered on, show-
casing his ability to execute a 
broad range of strokes as he 
approached the milestone. 

He was well-supported by 
injured all-rounder Cameron 
Green, who held up an end 
despite nursing a broken thumb 
as Carey drove and swept his 
way to a maiden ton. 

The wicketkeeper was eventu-
ally dismissed for 111, caught 
and bowled by tall quick Marco 
Jansen in anticlimactic fashion, 
but the damage had already been 
done to the travelling side. 

Carey has enjoyed a pro-
lific summer with both bat 
and gloves, with the former 
Riverlander equalling the all-
time Australian record for catch-
es in a Test innings after he snaf-
fled six against the West Indies 
in the series prior.

Action resumes today as the 
Aussies take on South Africa at 
the SCG, with a win securing a 
3-0 series sweep and guarantee-
ing the side a spot in the World 
Test Championship final at The 
Oval in June.

Riverland royalty returns serve
BEN LENNON
A FAVOURITE son and a 
naturalised local returned 
to the region to help spread 
festive cheer late last month, 
with a star  tennis duo 
making a guest appearance 
at Cobdogla Tennis Club’s 
Christmas show. 

Cobdogla-born Aussie 
tennis stars Luke Saville and 
wife Daria Saville were on 
hand to run a training ses-
sion with local kids and play 
the role of Santa, dishing out 
a number of gifts for those in 
attendance. 

Cobdogla Junior Tennis 
Club president Justin Inglis 
said having the pair around 
was “exciting” for the club, 
with more than 80 people 
showing up for the festive 
homecoming. 

“They gave some of their 
old equipment to our kids, 
so probably a dozen tennis 

racquets and heaps of other 
stuff,” Mr Inglis said. 

“The kids thrive on it and 
bounce off them. They love 
knowing that we’ve got two 
locals still playing in the 
international circuit. 

“Luke and Daria also 
spoke about what they’ve 
been up to. They love taking 
the time out to do that sort of 
thing, and they love the club 
and how it’s going.

“We’re grateful for the 
time that they give us. We’re 
only a small town and a 
small club but we’re fortu-
nate to have their names on 
our list.”

The pair were also on 
hand to officially unveil 
Cobdogla’s  new tennis 
courts, installed prior to 
the commencement of the 
2022/23 season.

“The courts were worn 
out and had some cracks that 
developed from the trees on 

the south side. So, they dug 
out the hard surface and put 
down a new base and new 
surface,” Mr Inglis said.

“We got a $50,000 grass 
roots sporting grant and we 
got in total $6000 from Berri 
Barmera Council.

“The club put up the rest, 
so it was around a $110,000 
job.

“That project took place 
during the off-season so 
we’ve been using the courts 
this season so far, but we’ve 
been waiting for the official 
opening.”

Cobdogla’s first division 
side is yet to lose on the new 
courts, with the club contin-
uing to go from strength to 
strength in competitive ten-
nis. 

Mr Inglis said Cobby’s 
culture is  thriving and 
believes it to be a major fac-
tor in why Luke and Daria 
remain involved. 

“We’ve got some pretty 
high-name families that have 
just gone through the gen-
erations and even though 
we’re only a small town, 

we’ve probably got the most 
juniors and seniors playing 
in competitions this season,” 
Mr Inglis said.

“It’s a good culture and 

a good vibe and everybody 
seems to do their thing. 
We’ve got a strong group of 
families here which keeps 
the club ticking along.” 

Aussie tennis star Luke Saville returned home to Cobdogla last month as the club unveiled its 
new courts at its Christmas celebration. PHOTO: supplied

CHRISTINE WEBSTER
THE Waiker ie  Bowling 
Club’s second season of night 
bowls under its giant dome 
attracted strong community 
participation.

The 15-week social tour-
nament ran from September 
6 until December 13, with 
32 teams of four vying for 
trophies in division one and 
division two.

The winner of division 
one was Brew Crew made 
up of Lee Starling, Darrin 
Trandafil, Malcolm Chidlow 
and Ian Light.

J ace  Tave rne r,  Rhys 

Taverner, David Carter and 
Luke Carter from The Lads 
team won the division two 
trophy. 

The competition was co-
ordinated by Ian Light and 
Darrin Trandafil.

Mr Light said the tourna-
ment attracted fierce competi-
tion and laughter among its 
players of all ages. 

“We had participants in 
their late teens, right through 
to people in their late 70s, 
with perhaps even the odd 
80-year-old,” he said.

He said pennant players 
were on hand to assist some 
of those less experienced 

with the game.
Mr Light said it was the 

second year the event was 
held under the gigantic $1.3m 
dome, which was installed in 
2021.

He said bowls was becom-
ing a popular pastime in the 
Riverland West area and 
being able to play undercover 
made it more attractive.

“Some people have got 
the bug and they are having 
a bowl during the day, when 
the club is open, whenever it 
suits them,” Mr Light said.

“Under the dome, condi-
tions are perfect, no matter 
when you go.” 

Members 
of the Brew 
Crew team 

Lee Starling 
(left) Darrin 

Trandafil, 
Malcolm 

Chidlow and 
Ian Light who 
won division 

one of the 
Waikerie 

Night Bowls 
competition. 

PHOTOS: 
supplied

Social cheer at night bowls

Loxton-born Carey cracks the ton

Loxton-born Aussie cricketer Alex Carey brought up his maiden Test ton 
against South Africa at the MCG last week. PHOTO: Facebook

‘Dusty’ leaves the Magpie nest
WAIKERIE lost a key cog of its RFL 
A grade side of the past two years, 
with forward Dustin Gordon signing 
on to play for PHOS Camden in 
2023. 

Gordon was  in  and out  of 
Waikerie’s side in 2022 due to inju-
ry, but was a walk-up starter for 
coach Shayne Stevens when fit, fea-
turing in the best players eight times 
in 17 games during his stint at the 
club. 

The tall forward booted 34 goals 
for the Magpies since signing on in 

2021, with 16 of those coming last 
year. 

A former West Adelaide junior, 
Gordon provided the Magpies with 
plenty of experience up top, having 
played in a number of strong leagues 
across the country throughout his 
career. 

He becomes the fourth big-name 
departure for the side since the con-
clusion of the 2022 season, joining 
Matt Spencely, Jake Spencely and 
Jack Grieger on the Magpies’ list of 
outs.

Waikerie 
forward 
Dustin 
Gordon 
(right) has 
departed 
the club and 
will suit up 
for PHOS 
Camden 
in 2023. 
PHOTO: Grant 
Schwartzkopff
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No 1 East Terrace Loxton
www.riverlandmotorgroup.com.au MVD- 280887

LZ14157-V12

$13,888

2013 KIA RIO S  
MY13
Only 63,000 Kms ,Tint,  
Reverse camera,  
Locally Owned  

Locally Owned

2020 FORD EVEREST  
TITANIUM 4X4

2022 KIA SORENTO  
SPORT + AWD

2022 LDV D90 EXECUTIVE 
4X4 DUAL RANGE

Ex Ford Motor Co, Low Kms, Leather, Sunroof, 
Towpack, Turbo Diesel, Fully optioned, SAVE $$$

Turbo Diesel, Only 2,100Kms, Leather,  
Sat Nav, Heated Seats, 7 Seater.

2022 LDV D90 Executive 4x4 Auto, 160Kw Turbo 
Diesel, 7 Seats, Sunroof, Leather, Alloys, New Car 

Warranty, Only 400 Kms

$39,996

2022 NEXT GEN RANGER 
XL 4X2
Only 3,400Kms, Blind Spot, 
Towpack, Alloys, Tonneau 
Cover, Turbo Diesel

Low Kms

$24,877

2019 LDV T60 PRO  
4X4
Locally Owned, Canopy, 
Towpack, 2.8ltr Turbo Diesel, 
Side Steps, Great Value

Great Value

$18,888

2012 HYUNDAI IX35 HIGH-
LANDER AWD
Complete Service History
Tinted Windows, Towpack
Leather & Sunroof, Sat Navigation

Great Value

$29,990

2019 MAZDA CX5  
SPORT AWD
Locally Owned, Low Kms, 
Sat Nav, Alloys, Cruise, Full 
History

Low Kms

$56,887

$58,777

$47,888

$48,775

2019 FORD PX11  
RANGER XLS
Only 59,000Kms, Tech Pack, 
Hard Lid, Sports Bar, Sat Nav, 
ROH Alloys + AT Tyres

Low Kms

$28,777

2022 KIA CERATO SPORT 
SAFETY
Only 777Kms, Alloys, Blind 
Spot, Sat Nav, Cruise, Warranty 
til 2029

Low Kms

$39,998

2022 LDV T60 MAX  
LUXE 4X4
Auto, 160Kw Turbo Diesel, 
Alloys, Leather, Cruise, New 
Car Warranty, Only 800Kms

Low Kms
$25,888

2018 FORD ESCAPE  
TITANIUM AWD
Locally Owned, Turbo Diesel, 
Auto Tailgate, Cruise, Sat Nav, 
Leather, Alloys, Towpack

Locally Owned

$38,990

2015 MAZDA BT-50 XTR 
4X4 DUAL RANGE
Only 85,000kms, Tow bar, 
Flexiglass canopy, Sidesteps,  
Tint, ARB Bullbar, Spotlights.

Low Kms

$38,887

2016 MERCEDES BENZ 
C200
Full Mercedes History, Sat 
Nav, Leather, Tinted Windows, 
Alloys, Cruise, Great Example

Full History

$45,777

2022 KIA SPORTAGE 
SX AUTO
Turbo Diesel, AWD, Sat Nav, 
Alloys, Blind Spot, Carplay, 
Only 400Kms

Low Kms

RIVERLAND MOTOR GROUP
USED VEHICLES

WHAT’S YOUR 
DRIVE?

ALEXANDRA BULL 
A LOCAL rowing club has applied for a 
$100,000 grant to assist with growing its 
membership and to provide a modern space 
for its current members.

The Renmark Rowing Club has applied 
for a grant from the Office for Recreation, 
Sport and Racing, and if successful, 
the grant will be issued as a loan via the 
Local Government Association through the 
Renmark Paringa council. 

If the grant application is successful, the 
club will be required to pay back the loan 
over 15 years. 

Renmark Rowing Club president Tony 
Townsend said the club will find out if its 
grant application has been successful in 
mid-February.

“The purpose is to construct a clubhouse 
next to the current boatshed; so a social, 
airconditioned area for things such as indoor 
rowing and video training,” he said.

“Just from a social aspect we are currently 
inside the boatshed which doesn’t have any 
air-conditioning and doesn’t have any heat-
ing during winter, so it gets pretty hot and 
pretty cold.

“The boatshed was built in 1984, and it 
doesn’t have a lot of mod cons, so we feel 
now is the right time to look at constructing 
a new clubhouse that will raise the profile of 
the rowing club.

“It’s in a very nice place overlooking the 
river. We just think it’s the right time to go 
ahead and construct something if we are suc-
cessful with the grant.”

Mr Townsend added the potential club 

expansion would assist with growing the 
rowing program at St Francis of Assisi 
College in Renmark. 

“It will provide assistance with their off-
water training, so that’s video coaching and 

indoor rowing in an air-conditioned area, 
which is part of the reasoning to go ahead 
and construct this,” he said.  

“We have just got our fingers crossed that 
we win this grant application.”

Grant application to 
boost rowing club

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 
17
Hygienic Meats 4B ambrose: 
55.12 – A. Hume, J. Nelson, 
J. Proud, B. Whitelaw. 55.12 
– G. Robinson, O. Walkley, P. 
Fournaros-Carney, D. Marsland.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 
21
Stableford: Men – N. Harman 47, 
D. Sunman 38, D. Unferdorben 
37. Women – S. Pannell 34, M. 
Tyler 33, D. Harman 32. 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24
Stableford: A grade – A. Koch 39, 
D. Forbes 39, J. Goldsworthy 38. 
B grade – S. Polymiadis 43, C. 
Maczkowiack 41, B. Gibbs 41. 
WEDNESDAY, 

DECEMBER 28
Men
Stableford: A grade – A. Hume 
39 (+2 Hcp), S. Patching 38, K. 
Martin 37. B grade – P. Hopper 38, 
C. Pontt 37, K. Wagnitz 37. Eagle: 
J. Walker – 10th. 

Women
Stableford: S. Pannell 37, J. 
Patching 33, S. Grein 30.  
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 
31
Men
Stableford: A grade – P. Morris 40, 

B. Chapman 39, H. Kara-Ali 38, R. 
Koch 38. B grade – S. Mills 40, O. 
Walkley 37, L. Rasheed (Barmera 
GC) 36.
Women
Stableford: S. Pannell 38, S. Grein 
37, J. Patching 33.

LOXTON GOLF RESULTS

Renmark 
Rowing 
Club has 
applied 
for a 
$100,000 
grant 
from the 
Office for 
Recreation, 
Sport and 
Racing.
PHOTO: 
supplied
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FOR $100K GRANT 
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Hybrid Highlander variant shown. Hyundai SmartSense® is a registered trademark of Hyundai Motor Company. Safety features are not a substitute for attentive driving.

Hyundai  
 SANTA FE Hybrid.
 Go the distance.

Say goodbye to backseat battles and find peace at last on your next family road trip. With an impressive range, you can drive further and stop less. Innovative 
turbo hybrid power not only delivers a satisfyingly smooth drive but the torque you need to make the most of the impressive AWD capabilities. Plus, a range 
of advanced Hyundai SmartSense® features will give you extra peace of mind. Imagine that.

Hyundai.com/au/santa-fe-hybrid

Rosenthal Hyundai 
1270 Old Sturt Hwy Berri, 08 8582 3644, rosenthalhyundai.com.au 46

Cobby royalty returned to town last month, with Aussie tennis stars Daria (second from left) and Luke Saville (right) joining Cobdogla Tennis 
Club patron Vicki Johnson and life member Ben Burton to cut the ribbon and unveil the club’s new courts. PHOTO: supplied

Travis O’Shaughnessy (left) and Masud Akaso 
of That’s Cooked celebrate their Top Four Cup 

triumph. PHOTO: Tessie Mitchell

Frantic finish to 
Riverland futsal
FOLLOWING an action-packed league 
campaign, Riverland futsal concluded its 
latest season with the Top Four Cup late last 
month, with the region’s best going head to 
head. 

The top four teams in each of Riverland 
futsal’s six divisions played off in a 1 vs 4, 2 
vs 3 semi-final series, with the winners going 
on to play off in the grand final. 

Regular season champions ABCDE FC 
won well in the semi-final of the men’s divi-
sion but were bested in the decider by That’s 
Cooked. 

PAGE 33 FUTSAL WRAP

RIVERLAND ACES RETURNRIVERLAND ACES RETURN

A FAVOURITE son and an adopted local returned 
to the region, with Daria and Luke Saville coming 
home to officially open the Cobdogla Tennis 
Club’s new courts at the club’s Christmas show 
late last year.

PAGE 34 FULL STORY
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