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Toxic tourism hitToxic tourism hit
  

RIVERLAND tourism has 
been dealt another body blow 
via a confirmed outbreak of 
toxic blue-green algae in dis-
connected Lake Bonney.

SA Health yesterday warned 
people against swimming in 

the lake’s affected sections, 
as news of the blooms quick-
ly spread statewide, further 
impacting the region’s flood-
decimated tourism industry 
just days before Christmas.
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Barmera environmentalist John Beech yesterday at the site of an algal outbreak in Lake Bonney, which was recently disconnected from the main river 
channel in order to protect nearby infrastructure from the rising waters. PHOTO: Deirdre Graham

JOSH BRINE
WORKS to protect properties along 
a stretch of Berri’s riverfront began 
last week, the day after local residents 
aired their frustrations about a lack of 
action in the area at a council meeting.

Multiple Berri residents attended 
last Tuesday night’s Berri Barmera 
Council meeting to ask questions 
relating to the lack of flood-mitigating 
activity along Riverview Drive past 
Clarke Road.

The following day, council closed 
Riverview Drive between Clarke 
and Chilton roads to construct a 
levee along Riverview Drive that 
will extend from near the end of the 
DefenCell barrier along the riverfront 
to Martin Bend Drive.
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Riverview Drive protection extended after residents speak out
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ALEXANDRA BULL 
and ELYSE ARMANINI
R I V E R L A N D  y e a r  1 2 s 
achieved incredible results this 
year.

Following closely behind 
Loxton High School’s Zoe 
Raynes’ ATAR of 98.90 were 
Renmark  High School ’s 
Charlee Webb and Waikerie 
High School’s Aaliyah Loffler, 
who scored 98.10 and 98.00 
respectively and were named 
dux of their respective schools.

T h o m a s  P i p i n i s  w a s 
named dux of Berri Regional 
Secondary College with an 
ATAR score of 97.30.

Renmark High School’s 
second-highest ATAR score 
of 97.55 was achieved by 
Madelyn Long, who was 
awarded the SA Governor’s 
Excellence Award for achiev-
ing five subject merits, includ-
ing one for research project.

Subject merits are given to 
students who achieve an A+ 
grade and are selected by a 
SACE Board-appointed panel 
as demonstrating exceptional 
achievement.

Harmony Nitschke,  of 
Loxton High School, scored an 
ATAR of 97.95 and two merits 
for Business Innovations and 
Visual Arts (Design).

She was among six other 
Loxton students to receive a 
merit across a range of sub-
jects.

“I put a lot of hard work 
and effort into everything so 
it feels rewarding to see the 
results,” Harmony said.

“I am wanting to go to 
Swinburne Universi ty of 
Technology in Melbourne. 
I only needed a 70 ATAR 
for that, so I want to study a 
Bachelor of Design or some-
thing creative.”

Loxton High School princi-
pal Amy Evans said the “depth 
of our results has been phe-
nomenal”.

“So we’re really proud of 
our big cohort,” she said.

All schools had a high per-
centage of ATAR scores of 80 
or above, with Waikerie High 
School’s remaining top five 
scores ranging from 80.20 to 
83.80.

Riverland 
year 12s do 
us proud

CHRISTMAS EVE: 
30C, cloud clearing
CHRISTMAS DAY: 
35C, sunny, light winds
BOXING DAY: 
38C, mostly sunny, light winds

ALMOST perfect.
That’s the Christmas Day weather 

forecast for the Riverland, expecting 
a warm, sunny day, with light winds 
and an ideal summertime maximum 
of 35C, after an overnight low of 
14C

Following one of the coolest 

years on record, the Riverland is 
about to enjoy an overdue burst 
of hot weather, with Monday’s 
Boxing Day temperature tipped to 
hit 38C.

Last year Renmark reached 34C 
on Christmas Day, then hit 39.7C on 
New Year’s Eve.

Riverland’s perfect 
summer Christmas

ELYSE ARMANINI
A RIVERLAND primary school 
is looking to amalgamate with 
a nearby school in the new year 
following a community vote.

A Department for Education 
spokesperson said at the end of 
the school year, the Moorook 
Primary School community “voted 
in favour of a proposal to amal-
gamate with Kingston-on-Murray 

Primary School”, located just 
7.6km away.

“The school’s proposal will 
be presented to the Minister for 
Education for consideration early 
in the new year,” the spokesperson 
said.

“The school is not closed at this 
time, however there are currently 
no student enrolments for the 2023 
school year.

“The Department for Education 

is providing support to the staff, 
students and parents connected 
with Moorook Primary School at 
this time.”

Meanwhile, a special event is 
in the works for early next year to 
celebrate the Moorook’s 100 years 
of schooling.

“On Saturday 25 March 2023, 
Moorook Primary School will 
celebrate with an open day,” said 
Moorook Primary School principal 

Sonya Warren.
“There will be displays of vari-

ous memorabilia throughout the 
years and tours of the school, fol-
lowed by a celebratory dinner at the 
Moorook Community Hall.”

More information and updates 
about the event can be found via 
the school Facebook page, or by 
searching ‘Moorook Memories - 
Celebrating 100yrs of Moorook 
Primary School’.

Moorook Primary School’s whole-school photo from 2022 (back, from left): Brenton Poole (pastoral care worker), Dinah Wisniewski (SSO), Sam, Kirrielee, 
Charlotte, Paulene Dawe (teacher) and Brigit Frazer (SSO). Front: Belle, Eden, Sonya Warren (principal), Caleb and Aynsley. PHOTO: supplied

School’s out at Moorook?

FESTIVE FORECAST
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ELYSE ARMANINI
A LOXTON High School student 
has been named the Riverland dux 
after achieving the region’s top 
ATAR score when year 12 results 
were released on Monday morning.

Zoe Raynes scored an ATAR 
(Australian Tertiary Admission 
Rank) of 98.90 out of a possible 
99.95 and was one of 17 Loxton 
students with a score of 90 or 
more.

Zoe, currently holidaying in 
Denmark, said it was an “eager, 
jet-lagged wait for results at 
11pm”.

“I spent most of the lead-up to 
result day in the cold weather in 
Denmark, definitely a change from 
Australian summer,” she said.

“There was always the reminder 
in the back of my mind that ATAR 
results were coming out soon but… 

I had already done everything I 
could throughout the year.

“I was very nervous to see the 
results and initially felt over-
whelmed to receive a merit in 
Research Project. I didn’t quite 
know how to react seeing the 98.90 
ATAR, I think I was overwhelmed 
and relieved it was all worth the 
stress and hard work this year.

“To be named the Riverland dux 
is something I never imagined and 
it was strange to be receiving mes-
sages of congratulations at 4.30am 
when I had no clue what was hap-
pening.”

Zoe already has a place at St 
Mark’s College – a university 
co-residential college – and has 
applied for a Bachelor of Medical 
Radiation Science in Medical 
Imaging at UniSA, which had a 
2022 competitive ATAR of 99.20.

“I knew I wanted to be involved 

in healthcare, but I was not inter-
ested in becoming a doctor or 
spending seven years at university,” 
she said.

“At first, it was physiotherapy, 
but I’ve always enjoyed physics so 
medical imaging was more suited 
to my interests.”

Calling herself “a bit of a stress 
head”, Zoe said her challenges 
throughout the year included being 
overwhelmed with responsibilities 
and self-imposed high standards.

“The whole year was a challenge 
if I’m being honest,” she said.

“Finding the motivation to keep 
going, take notes, and catch up on 
work I’ve missed due to sporting 
events and outdoor ed excursions…

“(However), finishing the last 
exam, receiving awards at presen-
tation night, and now my ATAR 
have all been triumphs that have 
reassured me I did my best this 

year and it was all worth the hours 
of work and stress.”

Zoe was the recipient of multi-
ple awards at Loxton High’s recent 

presentation night on December 
6, including the highly regarded 
Kingston Estate Wines/Chinner 
Memorial Prize (see page 26 for 
full list of award winners).

LHS principal Amy Evans 
described Zoe as a hard-working 
student who “communicates really 
well with her teachers”.

“She always gives her best and 
is a very well-rounded young per-
son…” she said.

Zoe thanked her teachers and 
LHS staff members for “giving me 
every opportunity to achieve my 
best”.

“(Thanks also) to my family for 
putting up with my late nights, and 
overwhelmed moments and for 
giving me all the support I needed,” 
she added.

“And to my boss Rosy, for being 
so understanding with time off 
from work for tests and exams.”

Zoe zooms to our top ATAR
The year 12 students from Loxton High School who received a 90+ ATAR (back, from left): Lucas Cockshell, Jamie Heuzenroeder, Adison King, Jasmine Schubert, Jarra Gibbs, Bianca Knowles, 

Kayla Wallis, Harmony Nitschke, Alex Ramm, Kian Slagter and Joey Haenen. Front: Mikayla Gillett, Chloe Abbott, Erin Battams, Jess Gerlach and Makayla Lockwood. The Riverland dux, Zoe 
Raynes, was absent, holidaying in Denmark. PHOTO: Alexandra Bull 

Loxton High School’s Zoe Raynes 
achieved the Riverland’s top ATAR 

with a score of 98.90 out of a 
possible 99.95. PHOTO: supplied

Zoe Raynes – 98.90 (Loxton)
Charlee Webb – 98.10 (Renmark)
Aaliyah Loffler – 98.00 (Waikerie)

Harmony Nitschke – 97.95 (Loxton)
Madelyn Long – 97.55 (Renmark)

TOP 5 RIVERLAND 
ATAR SCORES:
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JOSH BRINE
WORKS to protect properties along a stretch 
of Berri’s riverfront began last week, the day 
after local residents aired their frustrations 
about a lack of action in the area at a council 
meeting.

Multiple Berri residents attended last 
Tuesday night’s Berri Barmera Council 
meeting to ask questions relating to the lack 
of flood-mitigating activity along Riverview 
Drive past Clarke Road.

The following day, council closed 
Riverview Drive between Clarke and Chilton 
roads to construct a levee along Riverview 
Drive that will extend from near the end of 
the DefenCell barrier along the riverfront to 
Martin Bend Drive.

Council CEO Dylan Strong said council 
had initially requested an investigation into 
installing a temporary levee along Riverview 
Drive in early November. 

“After a risk assessment was completed 
by the SES it was determined that the levees 
north of Nappers Bridge and along the Berri 
CBD riverfront were suitable priorities,” he 
said. “As levee construction and remedia-
tion was completed elsewhere, council could 
allocate our own resources to actively pursue 
solutions along Riverview Drive past Clarke 
Road…

“It was great to hear the views of the local 
community at last week’s meeting.”

At the meeting, Riverview Drive resident 
Viola Rodley asked council why it was prior-
itising the section of the road between Clarke 

Road and Crawford Terrace by installing a 
temporary DefenCell levee.

“I want to know why Berri Barmera 
Council aren’t doing anything on the rest of 
Riverview Drive while protecting an area 
that wasn’t even affected by the ’56 floods?” 
she said.

In response, Mr Strong said the area 
beyond Clarke Road was deemed “not suit-
able” for a DefenCell system by engineers.

“The advice that I’ve been given is that the 
reason that it would be ineffective to install 
a levee on top of the road on that section of 
Riverview Drive or on the verge of the road 
is largely due to the underground water and 
seepage that would come through that road 

verge anyway…” he said.
“The section of Riverview Drive toward 

Martins Bend is largely a levee in itself 
between wetland, so it’s low on one side and 
low on the other.”

Another Riverview Drive resident, Parry 
Karlovassitis, urged council to patch up rem-
nants of 1974 levee banks to provide some 
protection for locals.

“We’ll probably get through, but there’s 
some places along Riverview Drive (that 
won’t)…” he said.

“I’ve talked to some of those guys and 
they’re defeated. There may be only about 
15 of us living on that road… but I think we 
deserve at least a bit of communication about 

what’s going on because none of us have had 
any idea.”

Last week, a section of Riverview Drive 
was found to have become soft between 
Clarke Road and Martin Bend, with a detour 
in place via Clarke and Chilton roads and 
local access via Oliver Road.

Mr Strong said the road was built on an 
old levee bank.

“And due to the typography and terrain, 
water was able to seep under (the) road to 
adjoining properties,” Mr Strong said.

“Short-term remediation works have been 
carried out. Once the flood event is over, 
council will investigate betterment for this 
stretch.”

Riverview Drive protection extended after frustrated locals speak out…

Works have continued on the installation of a DefenCell barrier along the Berri riverfront, with council also mobilising to protect other sections 
of Riverview Drive. PHOTO: Facebook

New day, 
new way
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TAKEAWAY AVAILABLE 7 DAYS
11.30AM - 8PM

CALL TO ORDER (08) 8541 2999
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JOSH BRINE
THE chief officer of the State 
Emergency Service says the 
agency has “zero concerns” 
about the integrity of the 
Renmark hospital levee, despite 
reports of leaking on the land 
side of the bank.

At a press conference in 
Murray Bridge on Monday, SA 
SES chief officer Chris Beattie 
said engineer assessments were 
undertaken to determine the 

cause of the leaks.
“Essentially, we’re seeing 

some water ingress between the 
Hale Street levee and the hospi-
tal bank levee,” he said.

“There’s a road through there 
and council’s currently undertak-
ing works to cut the pavement 
and put in place a small clay 
bunding to prevent that ingress 
of water. 

“There’s also some seepage 
along the land side… of the 
levee. 

“The engineers assessed that 
to be largely groundwater… and 
not a structural concern with the 
levee itself. 

“Down the southeast side 
of the levees we’ve seen some 
water coming through, largely 
through the roots from large pine 
trees. 

“Council’s got contractors in 
that will be putting some addi-
tional bunding around that area.”

Mr Beattie said the SES was 
still confident in the integrity of 

the levee to sustain peak flows.
“At this stage the government 

has zero concerns in terms of 
the integrity of the levee and 
it won’t affect our operational 
plans in terms of the operational 
activities of the hospital and the 
planned relocation of residents 
as the river rises,” he said.

Mr Beattie said along the river 
corridor in SA, eight levees had 
suffered irreparable catastrophic 
failures, while 53 had serious 
defects.

‘Zero concerns’ despite hospital levee leaks

PAUL MITCHELL and JOSH BRINE
RIVERLAND tourism has been dealt 
another body blow via a confirmed outbreak 
of toxic blue-green algae in disconnected 
Lake Bonney.

SA Health yesterday warned people 
against swimming in the lake’s affected sec-
tions, as news of the blooms quickly spread 
statewide, further impacting the region’s 
flood-decimated tourism industry just days 
before Christmas.

Following SA SES advice, Barmera’s 
tourism jewel was temporarily blocked off 
from the main river channel earlier this 
month in order to protect infrastructure – 
including the local wastewater network – 
from the rising river.

The move has divided community opinion 
and angered local environmentalists, such 
as Save Lake Bonney group member John 
Beech, who first noticed algae days ago.

“A mere 18 days after it was annexed from 
its river partner, the lake is already in trou-
ble,” Mr Beech said yesterday.

“A large patch of blue-green algae has 
already formed at north-west lake, (poten-
tially) endangering animal and fish life, and 
is a threat to people who come into contact 
with it.

“This final act of environmental vandal-
ism… is already pushing the lake to the 
brink.”

SA Health warned people against contact-
ing blue-green algae, but said it presented 
only a minor health concern.

“People are advised not to swim in parts 
of the lake with coloured surface films or 
scums,” SA Health said in a statement.

“While some blue-green algae can pro-
duce toxins, unless large volumes are ingest-
ed, the most likely health impact is skin 
irritation.

“Skin irritation can occur for approxi-

mately 10 per cent of the population.
“Anyone who develops a skin irritation 

from contact with blue green algae should 
shower immediately and symptoms will sub-
side.”

The SA SES said it had anticipated “envi-
ronmental concerns” from the lake’s iso-
lation, carried out via the construction of 
an earthen levee across the Nappers Bridge 
inlet.

“We are conscious that those environmen-
tal impacts will be seen by the community 
and we’ve got strategies in place to ensure 
we can open it up as quickly as we can,” 
SA SES chief officer Chris Beattie said this 
week.

Mr Beattie said the SA SES was working 
with Berri Barmera Council to manage Lake 
Bonney and aimed to reconnect the lake “as 
soon as we practically can after the peak 
flow goes through”.

That cannot come soon enough for Mr 
Beech, who called for the council to “imme-
diately plan the lake’s reconnection”.

Berri Barmera Council CEO Dylan Strong 
said his council would “continue to support” 
the relevant government agencies, but aimed 
to keep the lake healthy during the tempo-
rary inlet closure.

SA Health said algal blooms occur natu-
rally and typically appear during low-rain-
fall, low-water flows, and in ongoing warm 
weather.

Among the five major Riverland towns, 
Barmera is alone in being off the river, 
potentially making it a favoured destina-
tion for tourists due to the flood impacting 
the river. However, Mr Beech claimed since 
being disconnected, Lake Bonney’s water 
quality had already deteriorated to the point 
of discouraging recreational water use.

A toxic hit 
to tourism

Barmera 
environmentalist 
John Beech 
yesterday at the 
site of an algal 
outbreak in Lake 
Bonney, which 
was recently 
disconnected from 
the main river 
channel in order 
to protect nearby 
infrastructure from 
the rising waters. 
PHOTO: Deirdre 
Graham

Flood EVENT
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OPINION

Modelling different 
to science
YOUR editorial last week 
(‘Goblins in the flow modelling’, 
Murray Pioneer, 14/12/22) bril-
liantly exposed the frailty of so 
called experts.

The inability of this exulted 
class (so loved by the young, 
gullible and naive) to get their 
“modelling” anything close to 
reality, is self-evident.

I doubt that your perennial 
Victorian correspondent Alf 
Rapisarda will appreciate your 
perspicacity, but you reinforce 
the veracity and worth of Jeff 
Knispel’s letter (‘Hydrogen 
hub the next grandiose dud’, 
14/12/22) and Gordon Forrest’s 
incisive contribution in the same 
paper (‘Politicians and climate 
change’).

The danger to all of us of the 
ridiculous climate alarmists is 
just beginning to be experienced.

As you say modelling has lit-
tle to do with serious science.

STUART ANDREW
Berri

Museum closed, for 
the cost of a fence
AN area of the Cobdogla Steam 
and Irrigation Museum is above 
1956 flood level.

If it was fenced off from the 
lower flooded area, the twilight 
train rides, which are a great 
tourist attraction, could be run 
during the school holidays.

SA Water has closed the entire 
museum for the supposed safety 
of the public and museum mem-
bers.

The upper part of the museum 
is not behind a flood bank and in 
the event of a catastrophic rise 
in water level there would be an 
extended time to safely evacuate, 
as the river rise would take many 
days.

SA Water had given us only 
four days’ notice to relocate 34 
years of collected and irreplace-
able vintage machines to the 
above-flood level area at the 
museum.

It has told us we cannot 
attempt to enter the site to ser-
vice this equipment.

Without regular care this 
equipment, particularly the open-

crank steam engines that are out 
in the open, will suffer from cor-
rosion.

This cold and uncaring action 
by SA Water has placed all 
members under great mental 
stress, which in some of our vol-
unteers is now also manifesting 
as physical illness.

Cobdogla museum members 
and SA Water take the safety of 
the public and our members very 
seriously.

The high area of the museum 
which, as stated, is well above 
predicted flood level, could be 
safely used pending the unlikely 
river rise to extreme levels.

We ask Riverland people to 
write to the minister for water 
and the premier to implore them 
to reverse this wrong decision.

ROBIN BAWDEN
President

Cobdogla Steam Friends

Wine grape industry 
is currently farcical
WELL, it is turning out to be a 
season from hell.

Floods inundating vineyards, 
downy and powdery rampant, 
and a major winery declaring 
its hand in not wanting shiraz or 
cabernet grapes supplied, or at a 
very reduced rate and price.

Other varieties will be 
declared as required.

I asked a specific ques-
tion regarding merlot and was 
answered with a definite “yes, as 
required”.

Now the pricing and delivery 
requirements come out the grow-
er receives the ultimate insult 
and I believe was lied to.

The price is so low I am going 
to shut them down. Then to be 
offered a single dollar for any-
thing supplied over contracted 
tonnes.

“Oh yeah, we will take them, 
but you are only getting a dollar 
per tonne” is the message.

They recommend planting 
varieties. I know it is our final 
decision as to what we plant, but 
as soon as the vines are planted 
the grower gets told they are not 
required.

They want us to work with 
them. We do try, but how often 
can we be kicked into the gutter?

And where are our grower 
representative bodies? 

Silent? Are they are a conduit for 
the winemakers and marketers 
and not the grower, who pay lev-
ies into these groups?

The wineries found a strong, 
financially attractive mar-
ket. They sat back and just 
soaked it up.

Marketing was easy. It was 
too good to be true.

Then the federal government 
stood up to China, as it needed 
to, but in a bombastic manner. 
The government rocked the boat 
and the wineries had trodden on 
toes in too many other traditional 
markets.

The industry is farcical. 
There are a couple of wineries 

trying to support their growers.  
Well done and hope the grow-
ers support you. Those wineries 
are put in a product pricing pre-
dicament by the actions of other 
wineries.

What incentives are there for 
growers to diversify into essen-
tial food produce/products?

Governments sitting on their 
hands again and our local rep-
resentatives not looking outside 
the square.

The Riverland can grow any-
thing, but if something doesn’t 
change the small to medium 
families on the land are doomed 
and lost to the communities, 
which are then lost.

IAN PENNO
Winkie

Hopes for Mr Pasin 
were all in vain
ON November 28 Tony Pasin 
stated in parliament: “I wrote 
to Minister Watt in September, 
requesting an urgent meeting 
with the Riverland grape and 
wine industry to discuss the red 
wine sector in light of the coer-
cive action of the CCP.”

Perhaps Mr Pasin can recall 
that China’s action was in 
response to his previous leader, 
Scott Morrison, channelling 
Trump and blaming China for 
Covid, plus the then-minister for 
home affairs, Peter Dutton, bang-
ing the drums of war with China. 
Words have consequences.

I do not recall Mr Pasin chal-
lenging the views of either 
Dutton or Morrison. In fact, he 
seemed to be part of the Greek 
chorus, cheering them on.

It also seems to have 
escaped his notice that Anthony 
Albanese, Penny Wong, and 
our public servants are slowly 
rebuilding relationships with 
China.

Mr Pasin’s leaders couldn’t 
even get a junior Chinese dip-
lomat to take a phone call, let 
alone have a meeting.

Yes, Riverland grape grow-
ers, along with other primary 
producers are being harmed by 
China, but the cause is the LNP’s 
making.

I had hoped that Mr Pasin 
would have spent some time in 
quiet reflection, and then join 
in the censure motion of all five 
Scott Morrisons in the House.

Seems that hope was as 
vain as the LNP supporting the 
Albanese government’s fence 
mending with China.

DAVID BRINDLEY
Waikerie

Christmas will look 
different this year
AS the year comes to a close 
I’d like to take the opportunity 
to wish all your readers a very 
Merry Christmas and a safe and 
prosperous New Year.

Christmas is a time when 
we celebrate the birth of Christ 
and his message of peace and 
goodwill.

And while many of us cel-
ebrate with gifts under the tree, 
the most special gift of all is 
the time spent with family and 
friends over the holiday period.

This is the true magic of 
Christmas, a time to stop and 
reflect on those we hold dear.

Enjoy this time together and 
remember to reach out to those 
in our community who may need 
a little extra care this Christmas, 
particularly the elderly, those 
alone or who are going through a 
rough patch.

Take the time to reach out and 
pass on the Christmas message 
of peace and goodwill.

This Christmas will look very 
different for the Riverland com-
munity as many properties, roads 
and public spaces are inundated 
by flood waters.

Natural disasters can have a 
significant impact on the health 
and wellbeing of communities 
and this Christmas more than 

Rainbow, Alawoona, November 12, 2022: Rainbow, Alawoona, November 12, 2022: Rainbows form in rain 
when sunlight from behind a viewer shines like a movie projector 
onto a ‘screen’ of raindrops in front. Sunlight entering each drop 
is bent (refracted). Like light through a prism, it is split at different 
angles into the colours red, orange, yellow, green, blue, indigo and 
violet. This coloured light is reflected from the back of droplets at a 
40-42 degree angle to the observer. Light from the array of droplets 
at these angles forms the rainbow you see. From an aeroplane, the 
rainbow appears in a full circle. Light that enters the raindrops at 
51 degrees is reflected twice inside each drop and, with colours in 
reverse, appears as a secondary bow on the outside of the main 
(primary) bow. A third may also form, being a reflection of the 
primary bow in reverse colours. Interestingly, two people standing 
side-by-side, will see light coming from droplets next to each other, 
so everyone sees their own similar but specific rainbow. The book of 
Genesis says that, as the years goes by, the rainbow is a promise of 
blessing that a flood will never again cover the whole Earth.  
PHOTO: Chris Sheahan
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THE YEARS GO BY BY PETER AND CARLA MAGAREY

COVID-19, three elections and a flood – 
Riverlanders are unlikely to forget 2022 
anytime soon.

Unfortunately, it will be a dark year 
for many businesses, still struggling to 
emerge from a post-Covid haze, and 
immediately buffeted by the disastrous 
impacts of the high river – still yet to peak 
locally.

The grim reality is the flood’s full 
impact remains ahead, not in our rear-
view mirror.

The Riverland’s three new mayors 
could scarcely have ascended to their new 
roles at a more challenging time, render-
ing ‘deep end’ metaphors an exercise in 
low-hanging fruit.

Fortunately, councils currently have 
plenty of sympathy and not unsubstantial 
material support from the other two tiers 
of government, both Labor. However, 
once the waters recede and issues in more 
politically-important electorates take pri-
ority, the landscape could change again.

Empathy will be required for the 
Riverland to emerge from 2022 intact and 
in reasonable shape.

Empathy from decision-makers and 
bureaucrats who decree who and what 
deserves taxpayer-funded support.

Empathy from those who miss out for 
genuine, common-sense reasons, lest 
their bitterness – though understandable – 
impacts personal relationships with other 
locals, through no fault of the latter.

Empathy from public servants – for 
whom the flood will have zero impact on 
their weekly pay cheques – towards those 
doing it tough.

Empathy too from those lining up for 
the various grants towards the public serv-
ants trying to process applications. Some 
applicants will be desperate and likely 
have a short fuse if the process is bumpy. 
In this case, effective empathy needs to be 
a two-way street.

The new mayors and their councils will 
need empathy towards some of their rate-
payers, and understand that this group’s 
views will not necessarily align with that 
of elected members.

A completely fair criticism of our 
nation’s immediate former prime minister 
and South Australia’s immediate former 
premier was that both were more manag-
ers than leaders, happy to outsource dif-
ficult decision-making under the guise of 
‘listening to expert advice’.

The Riverland’s new trio of mayors and 
their councillors may be fortunate enough 
to escape the need to make difficult calls 
throughout the rest of the crisis. Indeed, 
just about anyone with a modicum of 
common-sense can navigate the ‘please-
all’ path when presented with only one 
option. 

However, the councils may yet face 
some tough and potentially unpopular 
calls, and be required to upset some for 
the greater good. Only then will their 
leadership qualities – the very reason they 
were elected to public office – be fully 
tested.

For now, we hope those making the 
calls impacting the Riverland get it right, 
and that empathy is one quality in abun-
dant supply locally in 2023.

Fresh flood of 
empathy needed



After having a look around 
Renmark, I was wondering how 
the proposed flash residential 
development at the back of Jane 
Eliza was progressing?

PETER
LOXTON

So we have social media, where 
everyone knows everything about 
each other, yet some schools 
apparently won’t release surnames 

of students to the press? Doesn’t 
make any sense at all, and 
what a shame for their parents 
and grandparents. But good on 
the schools that still do let the 
surnames be printed.

ROB
Berri

Can anyone please explain why 
council has let go the maintenance 
of Waikerie river frontage, lawns 

and surrounds? Do we have street 
cleaning in our town? Are the 
lawns on the river frontage still 
watered and maintained? This will 
not attract anyone to our part of 
the river. What the?

GARY M
Waikerie 

Congratulations to Waikerie Men’s 
Shed for the fantastic reindeer 
around town – great job. Thanks 

for brightening up the area.
PS

Waikerie

Maybe the council could’ve just 
protected the sewage system in 
Barmera, rather than blocking off 
the whole lake? Or is that not a 
practical idea?

BOB
Barmera
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ever we need to stand shoulder 
to shoulder as a community and 
look out for each other.

The Riverland is a passion-
ate and resilient community that 
pulls together in times of need, 
and I know that this Christmas 
will be no different.

While my electorate 
office will be closed over the 
Christmas-New Year period, my 
staff and I remain available to 
provide assistance by phone on 
8531 2466.

From my family and my staff, 
we’d like to wish all your read-
ers a very Merry Christmas and a 
safe and prosperous 2023.

TONY PASIN
Member for Barker

Council cave efforts 
deserve applause
THROUGH The Murray 
Pioneer I would like to offer a 
shout out to the Berri Barmera 
Council team, who kept Santa’s 
Cave alive in Vaughan Terrace, 
Berri, for another year.

Their efforts gave many 
children a reason to smile as 
they shared their requests with 
Santa, and left with smiling par-
ents, relatives and family.

Many adults who visited the 
cave with children, acknowl-
edged the work that the team 
had put into the cave to share 
the Christmas spirit of love, joy, 
peace and goodwill.

Each week, last-minute sick-
ness and other issues with sup-
porting activities caused changes 
in plans and course, but with true 
professionalism, the show went 
on.

Considering that presenting 
Santa to the community is not a 
primary council responsibility, 
and the extra workload placed on 
such public bodies with our river 
flows, I acknowledge and deeply 
appreciate the “over and above” 
input of council staff.  

As I express my appreciation, 
I wish those who have blessed 
so many community members 
a blessed and safe Christmas 
themselves.

BARRY GALLIFORD (Santa Claus)
Loxton North 

Christmas message 
in trying times
THE Christmas spirit in the 
Riverland is one thing that never 
ceases to amaze me.

Although it’s a little different 
this year, the region is truly alive 
with festive events, pageants, 
carols and light displays filling 
the region with anticipation and 
colour.

After another challenging 
year, I hope Christmas brings 
some time for us all to rest and 

reflect, and to look ahead to 
2023 – the start of a new year 
and new opportunities.

I would like to thank you all 
again for your support through-
out 2022, with all its ups and 
downs.

We have seen continued resil-
ience from our communities in 
the recovery from the pandemic, 
and in the face of a tough season 
our growers have found ways 
to be even more innovative and 
stronger.

I am very appreciative that 
I have been re-elected as the 
Member for Chaffey this year 
and my appointment as shadow 
minister for police and commu-
nity safety, road safety, correc-
tions, mental health and suicide 
prevention.

I am privileged to represent 
the electorate of Chaffey in par-
liament and it has been another 
busy year working to grow our 
region and most recently, advo-
cating consistently to ensure we 
are supported during the Murray 
River flooding event.

We are fortunate to live in 
such a beautiful part of the world 
and I feel very thankful to call 
this region home.

Although this summer our 
Murray River activities may be 
different, the warmer weather is 
a great opportunity to get out and 
support our local watering holes 
and restaurants.

Our small businesses need you 
more than ever and if we don’t 

support them now, they may not 
be here in the future. Remember 
to buy it locally at every oppor-
tunity.

I would like to say a big, 
heartfelt thank you to everyone 
working in our emergency ser-
vices and the volunteers who 
give up their own Christmas to 
assist our region this year.

I also want to shout out to 
our local earthmoving compa-
nies who are forging a lasting 
legacy in our region and work-
ing together to keep our River 
Murray communities safe. 

I must also commend the 
community and our local coun-
cils for swiftly responding to the 
impending floodwaters that are 
currently hitting our state from 
the eastern states. 

These are uncertain and try-
ing times for our region. It is 
vital that as a community we 
pull together, and it’s now more 
important than ever to look out 
for each other and check in on 
your loved ones, neighbours or 
those who are vulnerable.

I continue to be proud of the 
strength and resilience of our 
community. However, this is a 
difficult time for some, and I am 
here to offer assistance to anyone 
who needs it over the Christmas 
period.

Finally, from myself and my 
staff: Merry Christmas. I wish 
you a safe, healthy and happy 
New Year. 

Look after each other and I 

look forward to working with 
you all in 2023.

TIM WHETSTONE
Member for Chaffey

Showing Riverland 
on Twitch TV
I RECENTLY saw a picture 
taken at the Barmera Christmas 
Pageant and fireworks display 
of a local internet sensation and 
multi-media superstar going by 
the name of Liziebumblebee. 
Her and her husband were both 
dressed for the occasion in Santa 
suits, adorned with trinkets and 
they bought joyous smiles to all 
that saw them.

This bright and bubbly human 
streams on Twitch TV (some-
times with her husband) and does 
everything possible to show the 
joys and delights of the Riverland 
by livestreaming her outdoor 
adventures, kayaking, fishing, 
bushwalking etc. to the world via 
the magic of the internet.

As an old Riverlander, I get a 
huge kick out of seeing the region 
again up close and personal, not-
ing how the place has changed 
over the years.

In a world where you can 
choose to be anything, these two 
folks are choosing to be happy 
and positive, sharing the love to 
all that visit their streams.  
More power to them.

IAN FREUDENBERG
Coomandook

facebook/themurraypioneer
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“Your editorial last week brilliantly exposed 
the frailty of so-called experts...”

- STUART ANDREW

Looking back...
10 years ago December 21, 2012
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Phone 1300 CAVALIER   •  Office 8595 1092  • John 0402 439 007   • Matt 0400 439 000   www.cavalierhomes.com.au

GRANT YOURSELF A NEW HOME

*LESS $23,500 FIRST 
HOME OWNERS GRANT

(OR LESS $8,500 FOR ALL 
NEW HOME BUYERS)

$126,000*
*on your land, anywhere in the Riverland

The staff at Cavalier Homes 

Riverland wish all their customers a

Merry Christmas and a happy 
and prosperous 2013

$149,500

Merry
Christmas
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work tragedy
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In a tragic pre-Chistmas accident, a 

45-year-old Renmark man was killed 

after being run over by a tractor at 

his workplace on Industry Road, in 

Renmark, yesterday morning.

A SAPOL spokesperson said the 

ambulance reported the incident to police 

at about 9.15am, when the man was taken 

to hospital.

“He suffered serious injuries and passed 
away at hospital,” said the spokesperson.

“Police will be preparing a report for 
the coroner.”

The Murray Pioneer understands the 
man has local family.

SafeWork SA was informed of the inci-
dent and a spokesperson said it would be 
“investigating the circumstances surround-
ing the incident to determine any poten-

tial breaches of the Occupational Health, 
Safety and Welfare Act 1986”.

“This death is a sad reminder that 
workplaces can be dangerous,” the 
spokesperson said yesterday afternoon.

“The protection of people’s safety 
must be a priority for both employers and 
employees at all times, and particularly as 
we enter one of the busiest periods of the 
year.”

- Syntec 
bound for 
Berri

- She’s 
baaaack: 
Rosemary

- Berri 
Barmera’s 
top 
citizens

By PAMELA PERRE

Eleanor Garrard’s Australian Tertiary 
Admission Rank (ATAR) of 98.75 led 
the five Loxton High School students 
who received the highest year 12 marks 
in the Riverland this week.

Marks were released statewide on 
Wednesday morning, and again Riverland 
high schools boasted above average results.

Eleanor said she was sleeping when 
she got a phone call from her principal on 
Wednesday morning.

“He told me that I had topped Loxton 
High School, so I got up and went upstairs to 
check what my score was,” she said.

“When I found out I was shocked. But 
after that wore off I was overjoyed with my 
results because that was more than I had ever 
dreamed of.”

Eleanor edged out fellow classmate 

Edward James, who received an ATAR of 

98.7. Other Loxton High students who topped 

the Riverland included Sherrin Koch (98.45), 

Tenille Schammer (98.2) and Nick Falcinella 

(97.65).

Eleanor said she looked at past Loxton 

High alumni who topped the region in “awe”.
(Continued page 4)

PAGE 4 All schools

MAIN PHOTO: All smiles after their 
outstanding year 12 results this week 
were Loxton High School students 
Edward James (left), Sherrin Koch, 
Eleanor Garrard, Emma Ferguson and 
Nicholas Falcinella. INSET: Glossop 
High’s Edmond Grosser.
              PHOTOS: Will Slee

OUR BEST OF THE BEST: Eleanor 
Garrard’s Australian Tertiary Admission Rank 
(ATAR) of 98.75 led the five Loxton High 
School students who received the highest 
year 12 marks in the Riverland this week. 
Marks were released statewide on Wednesday 
morning, and again Riverland high schools 
boasted above average results.Eleanor said 
she was sleeping when she got a phone call 
from her principal on Wednesday morning. 
“He told me that I had topped Loxton High 
School, so I got up and went upstairs to check 
what my score was,” she said.

MERGER TALK: Berri Barmera Council 
has initiated moves to broker a merger 
with Renmark Paringa. A number of its 
councillors spoke in favour of the possible 
amalgamation at a meeting on Tuesday night.
Renmark Paringa mayor Rod Thomas said 
yesterday his council was always interested 
in discussing such issues, but no decision 
would be made without extensive public 
consultation. Berri Barmera Council voted on 
Tuesday night to approach Renmark Paringa 
to register interest in sharing resources.
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Year 12 results
The Pioneer will provide full

coverage of the region’s
top Year 12 results in
Tuesday’s edition.

NEWS:

NEXT ISSUE:

Cissy dies
at 108
The Riverland’s

oldest resident, Cissy
Brand, died on Monday
at the age of 108. 
The great-great-grand-
mother passed away
peacefully at Hawdon
House in Barmera. She
has been remembered
by her family and
friends as a determined
woman with a great
enthusiasm for life. Mrs
Brand’s funeral will be
held today at the
Barmera Uniting Church
at 1.30pm.

Due to the Christmas pub-
lic holidays, The Pioneer
will only be published on
Tuesday next week.

RRRR iiii vvvveeeerrrr     LLLL iiii ffffeeee
magazinemagazine
inside!inside!

COOLING OFF: Megan Barton, 16, Michael Stanley, 15, (left), Daniel Rossack, 15, (obscured) and Michael Patrick, 15, all of Renmark cool off at
the Renmark wharf yesterday as the mercury hit 40 for the fifth day in a row. David Rice photo

BBeerrrrii  BBaarrmmeerraa  aapppprrooaacchh  RReennmmaarrkk  PPaarriinnggaa

Merger talk
Berri Barmera Council

has initiated moves to bro-
ker a merger with Renmark
Paringa.

A number of its councillors
spoke in favour of the possible
amalgamation at  a meeting on
Tuesday night.

Renmark Paringa mayor
Rod Thomas said yesterday his

council was always interested
in discussing such issues, but
no decision would be made
without extensive public con-
sultation.

Berri Barmera Council
voted on Tuesday night to
approach Renmark Paringa to
register interest in sharing
resources.

Council chief executive

officer Mike Hurley said a let-
ter would be sent outlining the
proposal “with a view to amal-
gamating in the future”.

“Several councillors
expressed strong interest in
working more closely together
with Renmark Paringa, to pave
the way for future amalgama-
tion,” Mr Hurley said. 

Cr Sondra Noonan said at
the meeting that there had been
successful partnerships formed
between councils interstate.

Crs Josie Nelsson and Peter
Hunt also spoke in favour of
greater resource sharing.

Mayor Margaret Evans indi-
cated she believed future amal-
gamations were inevitable.

(Continued page 2)

The Riverland is experiencing its
hottest December spell since
records began.
For the first time the region’s maxi-
mum temperature has been 40º
Celisus or higher for five consecu-
tive days.
Most sports have cancelled fixtures
this week due to the heat. 

The temperatures have been:
Sunday: . . . . . . 40.9
Monday: . . . . . 43.5
Tuesday: . . . . . . 41.7
Wednesday: . . 41.0
Yesterday: . . . 40.0
The Bureau of Meteorology are
predicting maximum temperatures
to remain above 40 until Sunday.

Hottest December spell on record
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SA Gove rno r  F rances 
Adamson will  tour the 
Riverland today to inspect 
the River Murray flood and 
meet with impacted residents 
and businesses.

Ms Adamson is start-
ing her day with a tour of 
Renmark, including Paringa 
Bridge, accompanied by 
Renmark Paringa Council 

CEO Tony Siviour and 
Mayor Peter Hunter.

She is then travelling to 
the Berri Relief Centre, to be 
met by Berri Barmera CEO 
Dylan Strong and Mayor 
Ella Winnall. The Governor 
is touring Berri, before 
departing for Lake Bonney, 
in Barmera, then Kingston-
On-Murray.

At the latter she will be 
met by Loxton Waikerie 
council CEO David Beaton 
and Mayor Trevor Norton. 
To finish her local trip, Ms 
Adamson will  travel to 
Waikerie to inspect flood-
affected areas of Riverland 
West, and meet with local 
community members. 

- PAUL MITCHELL

SA Governor touring flood-hit Riverland today

ALEXANDRA BULL
THE Loxton Historical 
Village is now closed to 
the public,  with works 
continuing to ramp up to 
protect the town’s history. 

Levee banks around the 
village are being heightened, 
with Loxton Waikerie coun-
cil director commercial and 
community services Andrew 
Waters confirming the vil-
lage was closed to the pub-
lic, as it is a ‘construction 
site’.

“Currently we have trucks 
and bobcats going in and 
out of the village to raise 
the levee bank, so we have 
closed it to the public for 
safety reasons,” he said. 

“The original levee bank 
was done in 1974, so it will 
be well above the 220GL 
level. 

“The current levee bank 
was going to be satisfactory 
for the 220GL event, but we 
are just raising it to be very 
safe and make sure if it is 
higher than 220GL, we are 
still safe.”

While a reopen date is yet 
to be set, Mr Waters said he 
envisages it will be some-
time next week.

“Council staff are doing 
the work and they are get-
ting pulled in a lot of differ-
ent directions with the levee 
banks and associated works,” 
he said.

“It is a large levee bank 
so I wouldn’t expect it to be 
finished this week, I would 
be expecting next week.” 

Mr Waters said coun-

cil had been supporting the 
Loxton Historical Village 
over the past few months, 
engaging the History Trust 
of South Australia. 

“The History Trust of 
South Australia have come 
in and assessed all of the col-
lections, and the reason they 
have done this is if the vil-
lage does need to vacate or 
move any collections, they 
have identified what is deli-
cate and what needs to be 
moved first,” he said.

“They (History Trust 
SA) have been really good 
in helping the volunteers at 
the village, and council will 
be having regular meetings 
with the village to keep them 
updated on what they need to 
do and plan.

“The village is very well 
prepared, which is great.”

History on hold in Loxton
The Loxton Historical Village will remain closed as construction continues on levee banks 

around the village to protect it from the flood event. PHOTO: Alexandra Bull

UP to 4000 Riverland properties 
are expected to be inundated 
when the River Murray reaches its 
Riverland peak – now predicted 
to be between December 24-31 in 
Renmark.

The latest SA government flow 
update, released last week, said the 
peak in Berri was expected to be 
between December 25 and January 
5, and in Waikerie between January 
1-12.

The update also forecast that 
flows into SA would remain 
between 190 and 200 gigalitres 
per day, impacting thousands of 
Riverland properties.

“More than 1100 properties 
throughout the Riverland have so 
far been inundated, with this figure 
expected to rise to 4000 when the 
river is expected to peak in late 
December,” the update said.

“The SES estimates 255 busi-
nesses, and 4000 hectares of agri-
cultural production will be impact-
ed by the end of December.”

The update said while flow rates 
are useful for forecasting the scale 
of floods, water heights provide a 
better picture of conditions on the 
ground.

“Subsequently, as we are now 
closer to the expected peak, the 

Department for Environment and 
Water (DEW) is now able to pro-
vide daily height forecasts for pop-
ulation centres,” it said.

“As the peak moves closer to the 
South Australian border, DEW is 
now in a better position to forecast 
when peak water levels are expect-
ed to arrive at different locations 
along the river and this information 
will be made available (at www. 
sa.gov.au).”

S A  E m e rg e n cy  S e r v i c e s 
Minister Joe Szakacs said as the 
peak draws nearer and more prop-
erties are inundated, following the 
SASES advice was crucial.

“As authorities are now able to 
project more definitely peaks in 
towns across the system, I remind 
communities to heed the advice of 
the SASES and continue to seek 
advice from trusted sources,” he 
said.

“Preparation is key for all 
involved. Have a plan and be ready 
to leave.”

SA Premier Peter Malinauskas 
said Riverland and Murraylands 

communities had been “working 
hand in glove” with government 
and private contractors.

“(They have) done a remarkable 
job in preparing for this once-in-
50-year event,” he said.

“I know the anxiety levels within 
communities are rising in unison 
with the river, but I urge people to 
try and keep calm and follow the 
advice.”

As the peak moves closer to the 
South Australian border, DEW 
says it is now in a better position to 
forecast when peak water levels are 
expected to arrive at different loca-
tions along the river.

Up to 4000 Riverland properties to go under
Flood EVENT

JOSH BRINE 
and PAUL MITCHELL
YESTERDAY’S historic 
decision to close the River 
Murray has been likened 
to “shutting the shops on 
Boxing Day”.

Boating, swimming and 
fishing have all been banned 
on the River Murray over 
the Christmas and new year 
period, after the SA govern-
ment closed the river to all 
non-essential activity.

P r e m i e r  P e t e r 
Malinauskas said the clo-
sure, which is in place from 
the border to Wellington 
near the Murray mouth, 
would remain in place for 
“some time to come as we 
confront the ever-increas-
ing flows of water coming 
down across the border”.

However,  t he  dec i -
sion has been slammed 
b y  C h a ff ey  M P  Ti m 
Whetstone, who described it 
as “unprecedented”.

“The Premier says come 
to the Riverland but now 
I’m going to close the 
river…” Mr Whetstone said.

“Where is the trigger to 
reopening the river or Lake 
Bonney?

“They say ‘when it’s safe’. 
Is that when every tourism 
business has gone broke?”

Mr Malinauskas said 
exceptions would be made 
as appropriate, with the 
previous 4 knot speed limit 
remaining in place. 

“People who require 
access to the river for work-
related purposes will be 
able to continue to do so. 
People who are visiting 
their own properties will be 
able to do so,” he said.

“Some other essential 
activity will be account-
ed for as well (such as) if 
someone’s undertaking a 
rescue, if someone’s deliv-
ering provisions.”

Mr Malinauskas said 
reasons behind the “inevi-
table” decision included 
public safety, more flexibil-
ity around power disconnec-
tions and the protection of 
levee banks from waves cre-
ated by motorised vehicles.

“We have had instances 
recently where people have 

put themselves at risk,” he 
said. “When people are at 
risk and emergency ser-
vices have to respond, 
that’s a drain on resources 
that could otherwise be 
deployed out in the commu-
nity.”

Despi te  encouraging 
visitors to continue travel-
ling to the Riverland, Mr 
Malinauskas recognised 
the closure would “cause a 
degree of inconvenience for 
some”. 

“Normally at this time of 
the year we’d want the river 
to be full of activity from 
recreational users, tourism 
operators and otherwise,” he 
said.

“It’s a regrettable deci-
sion, but we’ll seek to open 
the river as quickly as we 
possibly can. I don’t antici-
pate that will happen in 
early-January, but certainly 
that will be reviewed on an 
ongoing basis.”

Deputy police commis-
sioner Linda Williams said 
fines of up to $10,000 may 
apply for people who diso-
bey the direction.

Closure slammed

Flood EVENT
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PICK FRUIT WHEN RIPE AND KEEP 
FRUIT TREES PRUNED.

COLLECT FALLEN FRUIT THEN BAG AND  
BIN IT, DON’T COMPOST OR BURY.

CHECK YOUR FRUIT FOR  
BLEMISHES AND MAGGOTS.

CALL THE FRUIT FLY HOTLINE IF 
YOU SUSPECT FRUIT FLY.
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Take back your freedom
Visit our showroom or alternatively we can arrange a time that suits to visit you to show a range of products. Deliveries can be arranged.

For all your health care and mobility needs see Tracey today.
Riverland 
Mobility 

Equipment

Shower 
Stool

Shower 
Chair

Shower  
Commode

Shop 4, 6 Edward Street, Loxton   |    0466 897 115 0466 897 115   |    www.riverlandmobility.com.au

Open: Monday - Tuesday by appointment   |    Wednesday - Friday 9 to 5

ABOUT 300 people took part in a 
biodegradable balloon release on 
Monday at the Waikerie Hockey 
Oval in honour of a nine-year-old 
boy who tragically lost his life ear-
lier this month.

The tragedy involving Cyrus 
Buck occurred at the town pool on 
Saturday, December 3.

A total of 250 balloons, mostly 
carrying the message ‘Fly High 
Cyrus’, were released into the sky 

by family members, friends, and 
community members. 

Organiser of the event and a 
GoFundMe fundraiser for the 
Waikerie Primary School student’s 
family, Louise Thiel, said some 

family members had their own per-
sonalised messages on their bal-
loons.

As of Monday, the fundraiser 
had raised $16,720.

“The Waikerie community has 

been amazing,” Ms Thiel said.
“They have shown their support 

to the family and it is important 
that it continues. They will need 
support for quite some time.” 

- CHRISTINE WEBSTER

The Waikerie 
community 
has rallied 
behind the 

family of 
Cyrus Buck 

who tragically 
lost his life 
earlier this 
month. On 

Monday 250 
biodegradable 
balloons were 

released in 
honour of the 
nine-year-old 

boy by family, 
friends and 

the Waikerie 
community.

PHOTO: 
Christine 
Webster

CHRISTINE WEBSTER
THE SA Minister for Small and Family 
Business has been hearing firsthand from 
Riverland West tourism operators and local 
businesses impacted by the River Murray 
flood.

Andrea Michaels visited Blanchetown on 
Monday and met with Big 4 Blanchetown 
Riverside Holiday Park owners Michael 
and Lisa Donald, plus owners of the 
Blanchetown Deli and the local hardware 
store, and several Waikerie business repre-
sentatives.

Ms Michaels said fortunately the 
Blanchetown caravan park was able to relo-
cate all its cabins before it was recently inun-
dated by the flood waters.

She said the toilet block and some other 
fixtures had to remain at the caravan park, 
but “fortunately everything else was moved”.

Ms Michaels said businesses like the 
Blanchetown caravan park that have been 
forced to close because of the flood will be 
eligible for SA government early business 
closure grants. Grants to purchase generators 
are also being made available to small busi-
nesses affected by the River Murray flood. 

Ms Michaels  sa id  in  towns l ike 

Blanchetown, Renmark and Kingston-On- 
Murray, which have already been impacted 
by the floods, the focus is also turning to 
how to manage the clean-up once the water 
subsides.

The Small and Family Business Minister 
also met with the directors of BVMS 
Chartered Accountants, Markos Stavrou and 
Ben Venning, at the Waikerie Hotel Motel to 
learn about concerns the pair have been hear-
ing from their Riverland clients.

The business has offices at Berri, Loxton 
and Waikerie. 

More than $600,000 in state government 
grants have been rolled out for small busi-
nesses impacted by the flood event, while 
free financial counselling is also now avail-
able.

As of Monday, 36 early business closure 
grants and 28 generator grants have been 
approved to support a range of small busi-
nesses in tourism, retail trade, accommoda-
tion, food service, and other sectors. 

Mr Stavrou said his company provides 

business and accounting advice to a range of 
businesses across the region.

He said the cancellation of caravan park 
and houseboat bookings and other river-
based activities due to the floods would 
impact on secondary businesses that rely on 
tourists.

“It might be the local deli or someone 
who hires out equipment for camping,” Mr 

Stavrou said.
“Everyone will be affected.”
He called on the state government to also 

ensure that financial assistance was provided 
to these secondary businesses. 

“They have been the forgotten people in 
all of this,” Mr Stavrou said. 

He said his clients were also concerned 
about the uncertainty of the flood situation 
and how long their business could be affect-
ed.

“There is also the worry that the flood 
could continue into next year,” he said, “or a 
follow up flood could occur.”

He said Riverland businesses forced to 
close because of the high-river event would 
also need financial support after the flood 
waters subside.

“We would like to know if there will be 
support for businesses to re-emerge,” Mr 
Stavrou said. 

“It could take some time for businesses 
who have had to close to recover.”

However, Mr Stavrou said the region’s 
businesses did “appreciate” the regular visits 
from state government ministers, including 
Ms Michaels, during the flood crisis. 

“We are thankful that they are coming up 
and seeing people, rather than doing it all 
from Adelaide,” he said. 

Anyone needing financial assistance or 
financial counselling or support should visit 
the flood relief centre at the Berri Senior 
Citizens Club at 9/12 Crawford Terrace or 
phone 1800 302 787.

 BVMS Chartered Accountants directors Markos Stavrou (left) and Ben Venning met with the 
SA Minister for Small and Family Business Andrea Michaels in Waikerie this week to discuss 

the financial impact of the floods on Riverland businesses. PHOTO: Christine Webster

Small business minister’s flood of info

Waikerie community farewells little Cyrus

Flood EVENT
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Call Brodie Now

8586 6008
177 Fourteenth St, Renmark

BRIGHTEN YOUR DAY 
WITH A SOLAR ARRAY
Laser Electrical Renmark
“Totally Dependable” High Quality Fully 

Installed 6.6kw 
system from

$4,990*
*conditions apply

renmark@laserelectrical.com.au177 Fourteenth St, Renmark
88558866  66000088

 We’ve got your home  
or business covered

YOU KNOW 
WHO TO CALL...

IF SANTA TRIPS YOUR POWER OUT

OUR AFTER HOURS AND WEEKEND EMERGENCY NUMBER

0499 856 007   

RZ11248-V13

NEW YEAR ADVERT DEADLINES
Early General News

Employment/Public Notice
Classifieds

-        Friday December 30, 1pm
-        Tuesday January 4, 10am
-        Tuesday January 4, 10am

ads@murraypioneer.com.au
FO21064

FO22495

JOSH BRINE
A FORMER Berri Council 
w o r k e r  w h o  h e l p e d 
construct flood banks in 
the town in 1974 says it 
was “surprising” that work 
to construct levees along 
Riverview Drive was left 
until just weeks before the 
peak reaches the town.

Kevin  Magaard ,  72 , 
worked at Berri Council 
and the amalgamated Berri 
Barmera Council  from 
1970 to 1981 and again 
from 1987 to 2004, play-
ing a role in the town’s 
flood preparations in 1974, 
including the construction 
of a levee along Riverview 
D r i v e  t h a t  e x t e n d e d 
along the riverfront up to 
Fenwick Road.

Mr Magaard said the 
levee stood over two feet 
(60cm) tall, and was suc-
cessful at holding back the 
flood.

“When the flood fin-
ished, we pushed it off to 
make the roads wider… 
which made those roads 
safer,” he said.

“All the trees growing on 
the side of the road are natu-
ral from the floods.”

Mr Magaard said it was 
“surprising” works on low-
lying areas in Berri had 
been left until late, as flood 
levels now creep up towards 
the former levee-turned 
walking trail.

River heights in Berri are 
expected rise another 10cm 
to 40cm when peak flows 
reach the town between 
December 25 and January 5.

“In the 2000s they cut 
the bank lower and put the 
bitumen on the footpath,” 

he said.
“They made it into a tour-

ist drive so they cut the bank 
down… I think under half, 
but there are no marks to 
tell.

“They could scrape off 
the bitumen and start on top 
of it. That’s a good founda-
tion, it’s always been a bank 
there I think since the ’56 
flood.”

Mr Magaard said coun-
cil was being informed 
by “government officials” 
instead of relying on local 
knowledge.

“They haven’t been over 
to talk to me even though 
I’m the only one left (from 
the work gang) and I’ve 
been in Berri most of my 
life,” he said.

“I’ve been telling people I 
do know a little bit. 

“There are a lot of people 
who know about the 1956 
flood and 1974 flood.”

Council worker’s 
lessons from ’74

Former Berri Council worker Kevin Magaard stands on the walking track that was once a 
flood levee he helped construct for the 1974 flood as flood waters continue to creep up. 

PHOTO: Josh Brine

O P E R AT O R S  o f  t h e 
K i n g s t o n - O n - M u r r a y 
Caravan Park have thanked 
the  community  for  i t s 
support since the park was 
forced to suddenly evacuate 
residents last week.

Just  before 7pm last 
Tuesday the SA SES issued 
an emergency warning for 
the park, declaring its levee 
was unsafe.

“The Kingston-on-Murray 
Caravan Park levee is failing 
and there is a risk of flood 
waters threatening the safety 
of people in the park,” the 
SA SES said.

“Park residents and visi-
tors need to evacuate imme-
diately. The park is closed 
until further notice.”

While the levee remained 

intact early this week, the 
park has now been closed for 
some time, and the operators 
took to social media to thank 
the community for its ongo-
ing support

“(A) huge thank you to 
everyone for the well wishes, 
support, messages and hands-
on help we’ve received dur-
ing these times,” they said.

“(We are) immensely 
appreciative of the love com-
ing from our community.”

Although the park was 
already closed to visi-
tors, due to the rising river, 
a  number  of  res idents 

remained on site at the time 
of the SES declaration. 

SES state duty officer 
Dave O’Shaughnessy told 
the ABC an assessment 
found defects in the levee.

“At around 6pm… our 
engineers had completed an 
assessment on this levee and 
some defects were noticed 
at the levee, so basically 
those defects were some-
thing which could’ve led 
to a failure and failures can 
happen at any time,” Mr 
O’Shaughnessy said.

It is understood the levee 
construction was funded by 
the park owners, however 
council assisted by providing 
the material and access to an 
engineer.

Owners thank community for support…

KOM park evacuated
Flood EVENT

Flood EVENT
WAIKERIE’S caravan park has announced it 
will be temporarily closed from Christmas. 

In a Facebook post the Waikerie Holiday 
Park said it had made “the hard decision to 
temporarily close the park with guests’ best 
interest in mind.”

“All guests with impacted bookings will 
be contacted in the coming days to discuss 
rebooking their well-deserved holiday,” the 
statement said. 

The Waikerie Holiday Park said its stand-
ard cancellation policy would be followed.

“We would like to reassure you that the 
park is still a safe place, and while we are 
closed to tourism guests, essential servic-

es and emergency relocation stays will be 
exempt from the closure,” it said. 

“A team of park staff will also remain 
onsite to ensure the levee banks remain sturdy. 

“We thank all our guests for their support, 
concern, well wishes and patience as we con-
tinue working towards protecting the park.”

To stay up to date with the Waikerie 
Holiday Park’s plans during the River 
Murray flood follow its Facebook page.

Waikerie caravan park to temporarily close 

A RIVERLAND family is doing its best 
to protect their Gurra Gurra home, with a 
makeshift flood wall holding back flows.

Jacqui Schultz, who lives on Martins Road, 
900m upstream and opposite the river from 
Martin Bend, posted to Facebook about her 
family’s efforts to stave off flood water using 
a corrugated iron fence draped with black 
plastic and braced with wooden poles.

“It’s currently holding back nearly a metre 
height of water but holding strong,” she said.

“We chose to remove furniture from our 
house early December when flow predictions 
were increased.

“We’re now raising our fence. Hopefully it 
will keep holding.”

Furniture has been ferried out of the house 
on pallets strung up on two kayaks.

As of last weekend, Ms Schultz said the 
perimeter wall was still holding, although 
water had travelled up a drainage pipe and 
lifted the sandbags sitting on the drain, flood-
ing a bedroom and bathroom.

Gurra Gurra family’s 
flood defence wall

Ms Schultz 
said although 
the wall was 
still holding, 
some flood 

water had 
flowed up 

through 
drains.

Flood EVENT

Flood EVENT

Jacqui Schultz and her family have made a 
makeshift flood wall around their house in 

Gurra Gurra. PHOTOS: Facebook

The family has used kayaks to transport 
furniture out of the house.
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8583 5343
16-18 Madison Ave, 

Monash

DINING AVAILABLE  
Wednesday to Saturday 

Dinner 6-8pm

Friday & Saturday 
Lunch 12-2pm

SUNDAY BRUNCH  
10am-2pm

OPPOSITE THE  
Monash Playground

SundayBrunchBZ11317-V6 Every Sunday 10am – 2pm 

THE Australian Defence Force 
(ADF) has deployed four high-
clearance vehicles and personnel to 
support the flood response of the 
SA SES.

ADF personnel are tackling vari-
ous tasks, including delivery of crit-
ical supplies to isolated or flooded 
households, transport of evacuated 
people, providing access assistance, 
and reconnaissance and transport of 
Swiftwater crews and rescue boats.

Operation Flood Assist 22-2 was 
established by the ADF in October 
this year as part of the federal gov-
ernment’s response to flooding in 
Victoria, New South Wales and 
South Australia.

The vehicles and personnel from 
Joint Task Group 629.4 are usual-
ly based in the Edinburgh defence 
precinct and will initially be based 
at Murray Bridge and Berri during 
their deployment.

Graeme Wynwood, SASES chief 
of staff, welcomed the ADF per-
sonnel, who will assist with the 
agency’s response to the ongoing 
declared major emergency.

“Our volunteers and personnel 
have been doing a fantastic job over 
the past months working side by 

side with communities and support-
ing agencies to assist people prepare 
and take action in their response to 
the River Murray flooding,” he said.

“The ADF assistance of person-
nel and high clearance M40 trucks 
is greatly welcomed and will add 
to our significant response capa-
bility, particularly in the area of 
Swiftwater rescue.

“As we head into the predicted 
flood peak in coming weeks, pub-
lic safety remains our primary con-
cern.”

Earlier  this month the SA 
Liberals urged the government to 
engage the ADF to assist with flood 
prevention works. 

ADF’s flood support

THE SA water minister’s deci-
sion to takes holidays amid the 
River Murray flood crisis is a 
“bad look” and disrespectful 
to struggling river communi-
ties like the Riverland, Nicola 
Centofanti says.

Dr Susan Close is on leave 
until January 9, taking her third 
international trip in the past 
three months, and Riverland-
based Dr Centofanti – her 
Liberal opposition counterpart 
– is unimpressed.

“Susan Close is the Deputy 
Premier and she’s responsi-
ble for the River Murray and 
instead of leading the flood 
response she’s jetted off over-
seas for the third time this 
year,” Dr Centofanti said. 

“Homes, businesses and 
livelihoods are on the line, 
and it doesn’t wash well that 
Susan Close has prioritised an 
overseas holiday when we’ve 
known this flood has been 
coming for months. 

“Everyone is entitled to a 
holiday but Susan Close’s deci-
sion to leave the country during 
this time is a bad look and peo-
ple impacted by the floods are 
rightfully feeling shunned. 

“This natural disaster needs 
an all-hands-on-deck approach 
– especially when we know the 
river flow modelling coming 
from DEW is unreliable and 

causing angst in the commu-
nity.”

Dr Centofanti, the Liberal’s 
upper house leader, claimed Dr 
Close had “barely visited River 
communities” in recent times.

However, a spokesperson 
for the SA government said Dr 
Close’s absence would have 
zero impact on the state’s flood 
preparation measures.

“For the first time this year, 
Deputy Premier Susan Close 
is taking annual leave and is 
spending some time with her 
family,” the spokesperson said.

“Acting ministerial arrange-
ments are in place for all of Dr 
Close’s portfolios and her leave 
has been gazetted.

“The state government is 
getting on with the difficult job 
of preparing river communities 
for the impending flood peak 
and we would encourage the 
SA Liberals to do the same.”

Meanwhile Dr Centofanti 
said the state opposition had 
also become aware of “increas-
ing internal tensions between 
government departments” over 
the accuracy of modelling 
being used to calculate the river 
flow.

- PAUL MITCHELL

SA water minister’s 
absence ‘bad look’

ONE of The Murray Pioneer’s 
finest journalistic exports died 
earlier this week.

Ray Kerrison passed away in his 
adopted home city of New York 
after contracting Covid-19.

Mr  Ker r i son  g rew up  in 
Cobdogla and started work at The 
Murray Pioneer in the late 1940s, 
after impressing then-editor Arch 
Grosvenor with a story about a local 
Catholic debutante ball.

He played football for Renmark 
and eventually married local 
woman Monica Kirby.

Mr Kerrison landed a job at The 
News in Adelaide, and played foot-
ball for Glenelg during his time in 
the SA capital.

He went on to work in London, 
and in 1963 joined News Limited’s 
New York bureau.

However, he also made his mark 
on Australian journalism in the 
1960s and 1970s, and according to 
friend – and former Renmark police 
officer – John Fitzgerald, was 
summoned home to Australia by 

Rupert Murdoch to help start The 
Australian in Canberra.

Mr Kerrison edited Murdoch’s 
first US paper, The National Star, in 
the early 1970s, then moved to The 
NY Post in 1976 to pursue his love 
of horse racing, eventually cover-
ing 32 Kentucky Derbies, plus an 
infamous Belmont ‘sting’, before 
retiring in 1998.

Mr Fitzgerald said Mr Kerrison 
“retained all his faculties” until his 
death and always loved his adopted 

city of New York.
In The Australian in 2015, 

journalist and opinion columnist 
Mark Day described Mr Kerrison as 
“a writer of great distinction”.

“As bureau chief he was tough 
but fair – a good administrator, 
never flustered, always seeking a 
way through roadblocks and crises 
and always available for advice,” 
Day said. “Ray instilled in us a 
need for ethics and fairness.”

- PAUL MITCHELL

Farewell to one 
of Pioneer’s 
finest exports

Section of Taylorville 
Road set to close 
A SECTION of Taylorville Road, adjacent to 
Ross Lagoon and north of the Waikerie ferry, 
is expected to close this week due to the ris-
ing River Murray levels. 

The Department for Infrastructure and 
Transport on Monday said the closure was 
expected within “the week, but conditions 
could change quickly”.

It said once this section was closed a 
detour via Goyder Highway and Devlins 
Pound Road would be in place to enable the 
Waikerie ferry to remain operational for light 
vehicles.

A spokesperson said the Waikerie ferry 
was expected to remain operational until 
water level depths reach 11.7 to 12 metres 
AHD (Australian Height Datum).

He said this could potentially occur late 
this month, but was looking more likely to be 
early next month. 

- CHRISTINE WEBSTER

Flood EVENT

Flood EVENT

Flood EVENT

Susan CloseNicola Centofanti

One of Ray Kerrison’s more 
controversial front-page stories in 

the New York Post in 1991 involved 
singer Madonna.

The New York Post from 1977, when 
Ray Kerrigan helped exposed a 
high-profile horse racing sting. 

Mr Kerrigan loved the sport.

Shop 3, 14 White Street, Waikerie
Contact us for a FREE consultation 

08 8333 3525 The Waikerie office will be closed from  
Dec 23rd and reopen Jan 5th but our  

city office will still be open except for public holidays.Your local Riverland Conveyancers   

The team at McKay Business Services  
would like to wish everyone a  
Merry Christmas and a safe  

and happy New Year!
W

Z10163-V14
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ALEXANDRA BULL 
and PAUL MITCHELL
THE SA government has 
pledged to help Accolade 
Wines and its employees 
ahead of what looms as a 
nightmare vintage for many 
Riverland growers.

Accolade, which operates 
the region’s biggest winery, 
Berri Estates, has already 
flagged drastic measures to 
deal with a chronic over-
supply of red wine grapes, 
including encouraging local 
growers to replace vines and 
offering cut-price payments 
for the non-delivery of cer-
tain varieties.

Now growers  across 
the district are facing the 
additional challenges of 
the River Murray flood, 
addressed by SA Emergency 
Serv ices  Min i s te r  Joe 
Szakacs during his latest trip 
to the Riverland last week.

“There has been signifi-
cant body of work that has 
been undertaken across 
multiple government agen-
cies to support Accolade to 
continue operations during 

this difficult time for the 
Riverland,” Mr Szakacs said.

“Accolade is a significant 
employer in the Riverland 
and a massive economic 
powerhouse, and we have 
been entirely committed to 
supporting Accolade contin-
uing operations and continu-
ing to support their work-
force in employment.”

An  Acco lade  Wines 
spokesperson said the com-
pany backed the SA gov-
ernment’s $51.6m disaster 
relief program and would 
support further consideration 
of additional programs for 
primary producers, including 
winemakers and growers, to 
assist in vineyard rehabilita-
tion and disaster resilience 
for the future.

“ We  c o m m e n d  t h e 
work from the many South 
Australian Government agen-
cies involved in the disaster 
response and recovery in the 
Riverland over recent weeks, 
in particular the SA SES,” the 
spokesperson said.

“Accolade Wines is mon-
itoring the situation close-
ly, with our number one pri-

ority being the safety of our 
people and the communities 
we operate in the region.  

“We are doing every-
thing we can to protect 
our people and sites in the 
Riverland and have conduct-
ed preparatory works over 
recent weeks to mitigate the 
impact of rising water levels.

“We were pleased to 
host Minister Szakacs at 
our Berri Estates site last 
week to tour the facility and 
we will continue to work 
closely with state and feder-
al authorities to support our 
employees, customers and 
suppliers through this chal-
lenging period, and to sup-
port the recovery efforts.”

Mr Szakacs said the gov-
ernment could do “multiple 
things” to help local grow-
ers.

“Firstly we can continue 
to listen and adapt as the 
need changes,” he said.

He said local growers had 
identified power disconnec-
tions stemming from the 
River Murray flood as their 
current main concern.

“What primary produc-

ers want from SA Power 
Networks (SAPN) is notice,” 
he said.

“Everyone accepts and 
recognises that power dis-
connections will be very 
likely in circumstances 
where safety is compro-
mised, but what we all 
expect is for SAPN to be 

providing notice.
“And in addition to that 

the state government has 
provided grant funding to 
allow primary producers 
to work with SAPN (for) 
bespoke solutions with 
power.

“They are the sort of 
things I want to see happen-

ing and I am really com-
forted that SAPN fully grap-
ple with the enormity of the 
undertaking that is required.”

Mr Szakacs also met with 
federal Emergency Services 
Minister Murray Watt in the 
Riverland last week, with the 
local wine industry’s prob-
lems high on the agenda.

PAUL MITCHELL 
and ALEXANDRA BULL
RIVERLAND grape grow-
ers still lack clarity on any 
federal government sup-
port for the coming vintage, 
despite the agriculture min-
ister’s “overdue” trip to the 
flood-hit region last week, 
Tony Pasin says.

Murray Watt’s lightning 
visit last Monday included 
briefings on flood prepara-
tion and associated infra-
structure, as part of his 
emergency management 
portfolio, plus meetings with 
several local grape grow-
ers ahead of what shapes as 
a challenging vintage, due 
mainly to oversupply and 
pricing issues.

However, Mr Pasin – the 
federal Member for Barker 
– said Mr Watt should have 
visited the Riverland rather 
than the Barossa Valley dur-
ing his previous SA trip.

Mr Pasin said he wrote to 
Mr Watt in early September 
requesting a meeting with 
Riverland grape and wine 
industry representatives to 
discuss support for the local 
red wine sector.

“After a month of wait-
ing for a reply, the min-
ister responded in October 
but completely ignored my 
request for a meeting,” Mr 
Pasin said.

“The minister then had 
the audacity to visit South 
Australia in November, 
met with Wine Australia 

in the Barossa but blatant-
ly ignored the Riverland 
and its producers who are 
going to be disproportion-
ately impacted by reduced 
demand for shiraz and cab-
ernet.

“(And) as the federal min-
ister responsible for emer-
gency management, I would 
have thought there was cause 

enough for Minister Watt to 
visit the Riverland before 
now.”

In defending Mr Watt’s 
decision to bypass the 
Riverland on his earlier trip 
to SA, a government spokes-
person said the minister had 
received a “detailed brief-
ing” about the Riverland 
situation by SA Emergency 

Serv ices  Min i s te r  Joe 
Szakacs.

While in the region last 
week, Mr Watt said he was 
aware of the problems fac-
ing the wine industry “even 
before these floods came 
along”, while also flagging 
some form of federal gov-
ernment support.

“Now the floods are hap-
pening I expect we will see 
some financial support for 
these growers as well,” he 
said.

Mr Pasin said while he 
welcomed Mr Watt’s visit, 
an earlier trip would have 
been preferable.

“I am disappointed that it 
has taken so long for him to 
take this issue seriously,” Mr 
Pasin said.

“Meeting with Riverland 
Wine  in  December  as 
opposed  to  September 
when I first brought this 
issue to the minister’s atten-
tion means we are over two 
months behind where we 
should be in this process.

“Grape and wine pro-
ducers need to make busi-
nesses decisions now about 
the 2023 harvest and we 
still don’t have any clarity 
on support from the federal 
government.”

Mr Szakacs was also back 
in the region last week and 
said the SA government had 
been working with Accolade 
Wines – which operates 
Berri Estates – to provide 
support ahead of the loom-
ing vintage.

RIVERLAND Wine is pressing for 
a $5m government fund to protect 
the local industry and its growers, 
amid the “toughest ever market 
conditions” locals have faced – 
now compounded by the River 
Murray flood.

The industry body says the ris-
ing river levels have added to the 
challenge of low red wine grape 
prices, full inventory, global trans-
port disruptions and the rising cost 
of production.

“An estimated 40 per cent of 
shiraz and cabernet wine grapes 
produced in the region have no 
domestic or export market con-
tracts and prices are commercially 
unsustainable, meaning growers 
are increasingly likely to have to 
pick their grapes, but leave them on 
the ground to rot,” said Riverland 
Wine executive officer, Lyndall 
Rowe.

“More needs to be done to 
protect the livelihoods of one 

of the nation’s largest grape-
growing regions, and to ensure the 
Riverland industry has a future.

“In response, Riverland Wine 
is pressing for urgent state and 
federal government support to 
help recover, transition to profit-
able varieties, and find new export 
markets.

“Riverland Wine is seeking 
a $5 million commitment over 
three years to support the industry, 
including helping growers to tran-

sition to new varieties, financial 
support to respond to the challeng-
ing conditions, proper removal of 
grapevine material and to assist 
in the resting of vineyards, and 
a strategy to grow Riverland GI 
(geographic indication) wine sales 
locally, nationally and globally.”

Ms Rowe said Riverland Wine’s 
“initial engagement” with the SA 
government in response to the 
escalating crisis had been positive.

“Riverland Wine has com-

menced working with stakehold-
ers and partners including Wine 
Australia, Australian Grape and 
Wine, PIRSA, CCW Co-operative 
Ltd, Dept Trade & Investment and 
VineHealth Australia on a local 
regional response,” she said.

She said despite the challenges, 
Riverland’s wine growers and 
producers remained determined 
to “invest in their future and fight 
through the toughest market condi-
tions on record”. 

SA Emergency Services Minister Joe Szakacs with Accolade Wines’ head of health, safety and 
environment Russell Chalmers in the Riverland last week. PHOTO: Deirdre Graham

‘Support’ key 
for minister 
and Accolade

Pasin: Watts with the overdue, non-committal visit?
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THE family of a former 
local man who died in 
a boating accident that 
occurred in the Mid Murray 
region have sued a fellow 
relative for his involvement 
in the matter. 

Fa m i l y  m e m b e r s  o f 
Gawler man Chad Gill, 
who lost his life following 
a 2019 boat crash at Swan 
Reach, last week launched a 
$100,000 personal injury law-
suit against Mr Gill’s cousin, 
Alexander Gill, it was report-
ed in The Advertiser.

Mr Gill sustained fatal 
in jur ies  af ter  h is  boat 
was overturned in a colli-
sion with Alexander Gill’s 
vessel, who was initially 
charged with causing death 
by dangerous driving and 
attempting to pervert the 
course of justice after the 
accident. 

The Advertiser reports that 
it is understood the matter 
remains in court and will be 
heard again next year.

Family in court 
over boat 
crash tragedy 

A LOCAL is set to appear 
in court after he was found 
driving nearly six times over 
the legal alcohol limit. 

Police stopped a 47-year-
old Barmera man who was 
driving on Farmer Street, 
in Barmera, on Monday, 
December 5, when he alleg-
edly returned a positive 
reading of 0.286 to a breath 
test.

Police issued the man with 
an instant 12-month loss of 
licence. 

A 22-year-old Royal 
Park man had previously 
been reported by police for 
driving with a disqualified 
licence on Wattle Street, 
in Renmark, on Saturday, 
December 3.

It  is understood both 
drivers had their vehicles 
impounded for 28 days, 
and will be summonsed to 
appear in court at a later 
date.

Riverlander 
blows 0.286

PAUL MITCHELL
PREDICTED maximum River 
Murray flows into SA – impacting 
the flood-hit Riverland first – 
continue to rise, despite assurances 
they remain “within forecast limits”.

An anomaly was uncovered last 
Thursday, when flows were con-
firmed to be approximately 23GL 
a day higher than reported – from 
157GL to 180GL – but in the same 
SA government announcement the 
peak-flow forecast continued to 
creep upwards.

Last week’s flow update showed 
the peak flow would be “between 
190 and 200 gigalitres a day”, which 
a media release from SA Minister 
for Emergency Services Joe Szakacs 
claimed was “largely consistent with 
previous projections”.

However, just 35 days earlier, on 
November 3, the SA government 

said the latest advice it had received 
showed the River Murray’s peak 
flow projection “remains at 135 
gigalitres per day”.

Issued by Mr Szakacs and 
Deputy Premier and Minister for 
Climate, Environment and Water, 
Susan Close, the same media 
release warned of a “moderate pos-
sibility” of a peak of 150GL a day 
and only a “low probability” of 
160GL a day.

Just over a week earlier, on 
October 25, a media release from 

Dr Close – about new flow infor-
mation available at a government 
website – said “latest modelling 
predicts river flows of up to 120 
gigalitres a day”.

PAGE 6 Goblins in flow models

Goalposts moving 
on flow forecasts  October 25 

120GL
 November 3 

135GL
 December 8 

190-220GL

Prescient 
predictions?

ALEXANDRA BULL
F L O O D  p r e p a r a t i o n , 
infrastructure issues and 
m e e t i n g s  w i t h  g r a p e 
growers were among the 
items on federal minister 
Murray Watt’s agenda when 
he visited the Riverland on 
Monday afternoon.

T h e  M i n i s t e r  f o r 
Emergency Management 
a n d  M i n i s t e r  f o r 
Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Forestry spoke with grape 
growers in Renmark, head-
ed to Loxton to visit the 
Incident Management Team 
Centre, before meeting with 
all three Riverland mayors 
to address some of the infra-
structure issues facing the 
region.

Mr Watt was joined by 
the SA Minister for Police, 
Emergency Services and 
Cor rec t iona l  Se rv i ce s 
of South Australia, Joe 
Szakacs, Chaffey MP Tim 

Whetstone, and SA Liberal 
Senator Anne Ruston. 

“There is obviously a lot 
of good preparation being 
done to try and shield com-
munities from the flooding 
that we know is coming,” 
Mr Watt said.

“It’s pleasing to hear that 
the expected peak maybe 
won’t be quite as severe as 
what was originally thought, 
so that can give people a lit-
tle comfort.

“Nonetheless we are still 
looking at the biggest flood 
the region has seen in a very 
long time. 

“I think these sorts of 
times really test different 

levels of government but I 
am really pleased we have 
had very good co-operation 
between the federal and 
South Australian govern-
ments so far.”

Speaking with grape 
growers in Renmark, Mr 
Watt said “even before these 
floods came along, it was no 
secret that the wine industry 
locally was doing it pretty 
tough”. 

“Now the floods are hap-
pening I expect we will see 
some financial support for 
these growers as well,” he 
said.

Kingston Road is expect-
ed to be closed by week’s 

end and Mr Szakacs said 
local road closures were 
being “really well man-
aged” by the Department for 
Infrastructure. 

“All of the closures are 
being deemed on an abso-
lute needs basis and I’m 
really confident they are 
being left open for as long 
as possible,” he said.

“The truth is a number 
of these roads will become 
inundated, and sometimes 
because we are trying to 

keep these roads open as 
long as we can, then the 
notice of closure is often 
sometimes short.

“I know that creates a bit 
of anxiety for the commu-
nity, but I want to give my 
assurance that we are keep-
ing them open as long as we 
can.

“I have been throughout 
the Riverland the last couple 
of months and I have been 
hearing and seeing how 
abundantly clear how this 
water is affecting transport, 
not just road, but also the 
ferries.

“So we are just trying to 
minimise that impact.”

Murray 
discovers 
Watts 
up in the 
Riverland

SES incident control officer Craig Brassington, Federal Emergency Services Minister Murray Watt and his SA counterpart Joe 
Szakacs at the Loxton Incident Management Team Centre on Monday afternoon. PHOTO: Alexandra Bull

Flood EVENT
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lLast week’s Murray Pioneer.

Riverland Wine asks for $5m ahead of ‘toughest ever’ vintage
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A NEW liquor store prom-
ising to be ‘SA-centric’ 
has opened in Renmark.

Foodland Supermarkets 
last week launched Local 
Cellars, part of a $1.4m 
expansion of the Koch’s 
Foodland operation.

The local store is the 
first in a planned 10 new 
Local Cellars outlets to 
be bannered across South 
Australia before March 
2023.

“This has been in the 
pipeline for a while now 
and we are very excited to 
introduce the Local Cellars 
brand into the Foodland 
Supermarkets stable,” said 

Foodland Supermarkets 
CEO Franklin dos Santos.

“Foodland has,  and 
always will be, about sup-
porting South Australian 
brands and Local Cellars 
is no different.

“We will source local 
wines and tailor those 
wines  to  each  s to re 
depending on the region or 
location while providing a 
premium shopping expe-
rience in a contemporary 
retail environment.

“ S o u t h  A u s t r a l i a 
has some of the best 
wines in the world and 
we want to encourage 
local winemakers in the 

community to prosper.”
All Local Cellars stores 

will operate either adjacent 
to a Foodland supermarket 
or standalone as a separate 
family business.

The store’s opening 
fol lowed September’s 
announcement that nation-
al retailer Harvey Norman 
would occupy the former 
Woolwor ths  complex 
building in Renmark as 
part of a planned revitali-
sation of the town’s CBD 
area.

The Koch’s Foodland 
expansion will make the 
supermarket one-third 
larger.

ALEXANDRA BULL
STAYING present and con-
necting with people directly 
is part of Minister for Human 
Services Nat Cook’s commit-
ment to visit the Riverland 
at least once a week as the 
region faces its worst flood-
ing event since 1931. 

Visiting Berri, Cobdogla, 
G l o s s o p ,  K i n g s t o n - o n -
M u r r a y,  M o o r o o k  a n d 
Renmark last Wednesday, 
Mrs Cook said it was impor-
tant for her to put her eyes 
on the area after weeks of 
increased flows. 

“It was about 130GL when 
I was up here before; it’s 
quite stunning and shocking 
to see the river,” she said.

“There is some really great 
work being done to give peo-
ple confidence that there are 
people here to help. 

“There is a real sense of 
calm in the relief centre from 
all the people who are expert 
in the areas.

“So there is a lot of infor-
mation available that I would 
encourage people to come in 
and get.

“The community is really 
banding together to try and 
support each other, and help 
each other out with pets and 
storage.”

After making stops at the 
Kingston-on-Murray general 
store, the Berri Emergency 
Re l i e f  Cen t re  and  the 
Glossop sandbagging station, 
Mrs Cook said she has been 
forming good relationships 
with people on the ground. 

“I don’t think being in 
leadership from a distance 
has a patch on being on the 
ground,” she said.

“There is nothing like 
being present and connecting 
with people directly.

“Sometimes it’s some of 
this more personal informa-
tion that you actually get 
firsthand, and I can take that 
information and do some-
thing with it. 

“So for me, that makes me 
feel like I can actually make a 
difference when people need 
it.” 

RIVERLANDERS affected RIVERLANDERS affected 
by the flood now have by the flood now have 
access to financial coun-access to financial coun-
selling and emergency selling and emergency 
financial assistance.financial assistance.

From this week, the From this week, the 
SA government is work-SA government is work-
ing with non-government ing with non-government 
organisation ac.care to organisation ac.care to 
offer free support to peo-offer free support to peo-
ple who are adversely ple who are adversely 
impacted by the floods.impacted by the floods.

This includes free This includes free 
financial counselling financial counselling 
at the emergency relief at the emergency relief 
centre in Berri, from centre in Berri, from 
Monday to Friday, and Monday to Friday, and 
emergency financial emergency financial 
assistance in the form assistance in the form 
of small amounts for of small amounts for 
emergency cost-of-living emergency cost-of-living 
extras, such as food or extras, such as food or 
fuel for people forced to fuel for people forced to 
drive extra kilometres drive extra kilometres 
due to road closures.due to road closures.

In addition to this new In addition to this new 
support, the govern-support, the govern-
ment says it continues ment says it continues 
to prioritise the pro-to prioritise the pro-
cessing of cost-of-living cessing of cost-of-living 
concessions (COLC) for concessions (COLC) for 
all eligible households all eligible households 
from flood-affected post-from flood-affected post-
codes.codes.

The Affordable SA The Affordable SA 
Helpline – 1800 025 Helpline – 1800 025 
539 – is providing free 539 – is providing free 
information, advice and information, advice and 
referrals on cost-of-living referrals on cost-of-living 
and financial matters. and financial matters. 
The Helpline is available The Helpline is available 
from 9.30am to 8pm from 9.30am to 8pm 
Monday to Thursday Monday to Thursday 
and 9.30am to 4.30pm and 9.30am to 4.30pm 
Fridays (except public Fridays (except public 
holidays).holidays).

The government is The government is 
also partnering with also partnering with 

Foodbank to assist with Foodbank to assist with 
a range of practical sup-a range of practical sup-
ports. This includes food ports. This includes food 
packages for residents in packages for residents in 
need, furniture for relief need, furniture for relief 
centres, and mattresses centres, and mattresses 
for emergency accom-for emergency accom-
modation.modation.

In addition, more than In addition, more than 
100 public sector staff 100 public sector staff 
have been mobilised to have been mobilised to 
assist in the state emer-assist in the state emer-
gency headquarters and gency headquarters and 
emergency relief centres emergency relief centres 
in Berri and Mannum.in Berri and Mannum.

Financial support of Financial support of 
$5000 has been pro-$5000 has been pro-
vided to the Riverland vided to the Riverland 
Domestic Violence Domestic Violence 
Service run by Centacare Service run by Centacare 
in Berri to assist with in Berri to assist with 
emergency bedding and emergency bedding and 
other women’s safety other women’s safety 
support.   support.   

“During my visits to “During my visits to 
River Murray communi-River Murray communi-
ties over the past couple ties over the past couple 
of weeks, I have been of weeks, I have been 
humbled by the way humbled by the way 
these regional communi-these regional communi-
ties have pulled together ties have pulled together 
in the face of this flood-in the face of this flood-
ing event,” said Human ing event,” said Human 
Services Minister, Nat Services Minister, Nat 
Cook.Cook.

“I hope this finan-“I hope this finan-
cial assistance being cial assistance being 
announced for indi-announced for indi-
viduals today will help to viduals today will help to 
further strengthen and further strengthen and 
support the people of support the people of 
these River Murray com-these River Murray com-
munities.”munities.”

FAST-TRACKED changes will allowed 
displaced Riverlanders and flood-affected 
local communities to establish temporary 
emergency accommodation much quicker.

Construction of temporary accommoda-
tion that meets basic standards, and certain 
types of storage facilities, can now start 
without planning approval – a process which 
can sometimes take weeks.

Effective immediately, the SA government 
change will make it quicker and easier to 
build temporary accommodation and reduces 
the risk that residents impacted by flood-
waters are forced to seek shelter elsewhere, 

away from their local community.
 Development for temporary accommo-

dation will only require building consent 
to confirm the accommodation is safe, and 
meets basic standards of power, water and 
sewerage connections.

The amendments apply to all three 
Riverland councils, plus Alexandrina 

Council, Coorong District Council, District 
Council of Karoonda East Murray, Mid 
Murray Council and Rural City of Murray 
Bridge.

However, councils must still be notified 
of construction of temporary accommoda-
tion, with residents required to lodge an 
application for development approval within 
28 days – although this timeframe can be 
adjusted by the relevant council if needed.

The government’s urgent reform aims 
to allow councils to construct flood levees 
without planning approval, saving time and 
enabling the structures to be put in place as 

quickly as possible.
“We are doing everything we can to help 

residents during this flood emergency and 
want to keep affected communities safe and 
connected,” said SA Minister for Planning, 
Housing and Urban Development, Nick 
Champion.

“It’s critical that residents, particular-
ly families with young children, have the 
option to live and work within their local 
area if it safe to do so.

“We have listened to councils and fast-
tracked these changes to provide another 
way for locals to have somewhere to stay.”

Fast-tracked accommodation changes to help flood-hit communities

SA-centric liquor store’s Renmark CBD boost

The new Local Cellars store opened in Renmark last week, as part of a major redevelopment of the 
Koch’s Foodland complex.

Flood EVENT

Flood EVENT

Getting eyes on the ground
Berri Emergency Relief Centre manager Sarah Wilson with Minister for Human Services Nat Cook at the centre last week. 

PHOTO: supplied 

Government unlocks 
financial counselling 
and more assistance

Flood EVENT
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Local Cellars supports the Responsible Service of Alcohol Liquor Act 2007. It is an offence to sell or supply alcohol on behalf of, a person 
aged under 18 years. Savings are off regular prices. Prices valid at Local Cellars Renmark only until sold out.  We reserve the right to limit 
purchases to reasonable retail quantities.  Commercial quantities not supplied. Please see in store for details.  Prices include GST where 
applicable. Promotional price effective from 14/12/22 to 27/12/2022. Liquor Licence #57710868

 LOCAL CELLARS RENMARK - 25 Ral Ral Avenue, Renmark 5341 (08) 8586 4269
local cellars

Smirnoff Red
Johnnie Walker Red
Jim Beam White
Gordon’s London Dry Gin
Bundy UP Rum
Captain Morgan Spiced Gold
Canadian Club

24 PACK 
x 375ml 
Coopers Pale Ale 
Stubbies or Cans

$5150 
ea

24 PACK 
x 330ml 
Peroni Nastro 
Azzuro Bottles

$4950 
ea

30 PACK 
x 375ml 
XXXX 
GOLD Cans

$4750 
ea

24 PACK 
x 330ml 
Heineken  
Lager Bottles

$4950 
ea

30 PACK 
x 375ml 
Great Northern 
Super Crisp Cans

$55   
ea

24 PACK 
x 355ml 
Corona 
Extra Bottles

$60   
ea

700ml

$85   
2 for

SPIRITS

BEER

We’re more than just a liquor store. 
Proudly independent family-owned business. 

Local 
Cellars 
Renmark
NOW OPEN

koch’s

SUNTORY -196 
Double Lemon Cans

Jim Beam White 
Label & Cola Cans

SUNTORY -196 
Double Grape Cans

READY TO DRINK

WINE

Canadian Club 
& Dry Cans

Bundy UP
Rum & Cola Cans

Johnnie Walker 
& Cola Cans

Canadian Club Dry 
Zero Sugar Cans

Wirra Wirra 
Church Block 
Bottles

Peter 
Lehmann 
Portrait Series 
Bottles

Jim Barry Cover 
Drive Cabernet 
Sauvignon & Jim 
Barry Watervale 
Riesling Bottles

Bird in Hand 
Sparkling

BUY 6 
Get a free  

Church Block 
1.5Lt Magnum

$4250 
ea

10 PACK x 375ml

$4250 
ea

10 PACK x 330ml

BUY 2 
and go in the 
draw to win a 
Jumbuck Gas 

Smoker

x 750ml ea

$40   
2 for

x 750ml ea

$40   
2 for

x 750ml ea

$27   
2 for

x 750ml ea

$22   
ea

BUY 
ANY 6 

Get a free 1.5Lt 
Jim Barry 

Cover Drive 
Magnum

OPEN
7 DAYS

Chance to 
WIN 

XXXX Gold 
Esky. See in 

store for 
details

23rd Street Signature Gin
23rd Street Hybrid Whisky
23rd Street Rose Vodka
23rd Street Violet Gin

700ml

$6750 
ea
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57 Renmark Ave, Renmark  |  admin@riverlandagri.com
ALLAN: 0499 980 148  |  MECHANIC: 0455 038 686

YOUR ONE-STOP SHOP FOR ALL YOUR FARMING NEEDS

PH: 8586 6136

ARE YOU  
HARVEST READY?
Book your machinery check and service

RZ11315-V6

THE Loxton Sport ing 
Club, once home to the 
Loxton Footbal l  Club 
Tigers, is no more.

‘The Sporty’ has been 
demolished, as promised 
by the Loxton Waikerie 
council following the con-

struction of the town’s 
adjacent $13m sporting 
facility, The Precinct.

Earlier this year a num-
ber of Loxton Football 
Club members expressed 
concern about The Sporty’s 
pending demise, as sever-

al locals were dissatisfied 
with the football club’s 
new home base. 

Members inquired about 
the possibility of The 
Sporty being retained, after 
it hosted premiership cel-
ebrations for the club’s B 

grade team.
However, club president 

Les Lange subsequently 
reassured members that 
their concerns would con-
tinue to be aired to the 
council, which owns The 
Precinct.

The remains of the Loxton Sporting Club, affectionately known as ‘The Sporty’.

The Sporty’s days are officially done

Berri Hotel’s 
new outdoor 
dining permit

JOSH BRINE
BERRI shoppers encoun-
tered a shock last Wednesday 
morning when a CBD car-
park was cordoned off as a 
bomb response team exam-
ined a suspicious package.

A t  a b o u t  7 a m  o n 
Wednesday, December 14, 
police patrols located a glass 
jar wrapped in duct tape in 

the Woolworths carpark on 
Vaughan Court, Berri.

Members from the Bomb 
Response Unit made their 
way to the scene and exam-
ined the package, which was 
found to contain methanol. 

The jar was removed and 
safely destroyed. An exclu-
sion zone was in place for a 
few hours until the area was 
deemed safe for the public.

JOSH BRINE
A PERMIT for the Berri 
Hotel to create an outdoor 
dining area across from the 
town’s riverfront was passed 
at last week’s Berri Barmera 
Council meeting.

The hotel applied for an 
outdoor dining permit for five 
octagonal benches and 40 
seats to go out the front of the 
hotel on the footpath along 
Riverview Drive.

The hotel indicated the 
area would operate from 7am 
to 10pm, 364 days per year.

Requirements for the hotel 
include extending its liquor 
licence and liability insurance 
to cover the area, monitor-
ing patrons, and reapplying 
for an outdoor dining permit 
annually.

Council’s duty of care will 
require it to continue main-
taining the footpath, imple-
menting a regular monitoring 
system and actioning “in a 
timely matter” on any reports 
of repairs or hazards along 
the footpath.

Councillor Ian Schlein 
requested more information 
on how the hotel would miti-
gate the risk of alcohol being 
removed from the outdoor 
area and whether smoking 
would be permitted.

However, the motion to 
authorise the approval was 
passed, with only Cr Schlein 
voting against it.

Cr Andrew Kassebaum, as 
a member of the Berri Hotel 
board, left the chambers for 
the discussion and voting on 
the item.

PIRSA’s house 
‘beyond repair’ 
ALEXANDRA BULL
ACCOMMODATION at the Loxton 
Research Centre will remain fenced 
off and ultimately be demolished, 
after a termite inspection showed the 
building foots had been affected.

A spokesperson for PIRSA said the 
decisions were made in the interests 
of public safety, as the property has 
deteriorated structurally.

“The property was inspected on 
four separate occasions and has been 
deemed unsuitable for habitation, 
due to significant termite damage and 
requirement of repairs to other dam-
aged or worn sections of the house,” 
the spokesperson said.

“The assessments identified the 
property beyond justifiable repair, 
being of a low-quality construction 
and that it has no heritage signifi-
cance.  

“The decision to demolish a gov-
ernment asset is never taken lightly 
and is based on a detailed assessment 
of asset condition, repair and main-
tenance costs, and current and future 
business needs.

“In this situation, demolition is the 
most viable option proposed for the 
property.” 

The property has been vacant since 
March 2021, with PIRSA staff using 

available accommodation within 
Loxton. 

Currently the department has no 
timeframe as to when the demolition 
of the property will occur.

Jar of methanol closes Berri carpark

A police Bomb Response Unit examined a jar containing 
methanol and wrapped in duct tape on Vaughan Court in Berri 

last Wednesday. PHOTO: Josh Quinn

The PIRSA (Department for Primary Industries and Regions) building in Loxton 
will be demolished, due to its termite damage. PHOTO: Alexandra Bull
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Flood EVENTKINGSTON Road ,  th rough 
Moorook, was still open yesterday, 
despite the rising river.

The road has been closed to 
heavy vehicles, over 15 tonnes, for 
over a week, with the Department 
of Infrastructure and Transport 
saying the restriction was to “limit 

damage to the road surface and 
allow it to remain open to other 
traffic for as long as possible”.

Reduced speed limits are in 
place, while trucks have been 
detouring via Stott Highway and 
Hunter Road.

Barmera man Barry Phillips 

used his drone to take this spec-
tacular photograph of Moorook, 
showing the river up against 
Kingston Road.

In last week’s Murray Pioneer, 

Loxton Waikerie Mayor Trevor 
Norton said his council had been 
planning the Kingston Road detour 
around Moorook for months. 
Mr Norton said the unsealed 
route would be maintained to an 
adequate standard throughout the 
period of increased traffic.

“A detour around Moorook via 
Heinrich Road and Drogemuller 
Road has been planned for months 
and is in place currently,” Mr 
Norton said.

“This is an unsealed road (but) 
in good condition which only adds 
a couple of kilometres to the trip.”

SA Police has urged the 
community to abide by road 
closures during the River 
Murray flood emergency.

“The public are reminded 
that road closures should not 
be ignored,” SA Police said 
in a statement.

“Do not drive or walk 
around road closure signs 
and do not go up onto levees.

“Ignoring a road closure 
may be a risk to you and 
your family’s safety.

“Motorists should use an 
alternate route and take care 
to assess whether other roads 

in the area are safe to pass 
through.

“SA Police implores the 
community to drive to the 
conditions and never drive 
or ride through floodwaters.”

If assistance with flood or 
storm damage is required, 
locals are advised to call the 
State Emergency Service on 
132 500 and to remember to 
only call triple zero (000) for 
life-threatening emergencies.

For information on road 
closures visit the SA govern-
ment website (www.traffic.
sa.gov.au).

Barmera man Barry Phillips’ photo of Kingston Road (running through Moorook), set to be inundated by the rising River Murray.

LOCAL police were kept busy last 
weekend, reporting a number of peo-
ple for traffic offences.

On Friday police stopped a man 
riding his motorbike in Paringa, along 
the Sturt Highway, and found the 
rider was disqualified from driving. 
The 31-year-old Freeling man was 
reported and will be summonsed to 
appear in court at a later date.

On the same day police stopped a 
car on Renmark Avenue, where the 
driver, a 20-year-old Paringa man, 
returned a positive alcohol reading of 
0.132.

The man lost his licence on the 
spot for six months and his car has 

been impounded for 28 days. He was 
reported for drink driving and will be 
summonsed to appear in the Renmark 
Magistrates Court at a later date.

On Saturday,  a  28-year-old 
Mildura man blew 0.103 after being 
stopped along Ral Ral Avenue, 
Renmark.

The man lost his licence on the 
spot for six months and his car was 
impounded for 28 days. He will be 
summonsed to appear in court at a 
later date.

On Sunday police stopped a motor-
bike rider on Derrick Street, Berri, 
with subsequent checks revealed the 
rider a 39-year-old Renmark man was 

unlicensed. His bike was impounded 
for 28 days and will be summonsed 
to appear in court at a later date.

Also on Sunday police spot-
ted a man doing a burnout on South 
Terrace ,  Blanchetown.  Pol ice 
attempted to speak to the driver, but 
he fled the scene.

Following an investigation patrols 
located the driver, a 50-year-old man 
from Blanchetown. He was subse-
quently reported for traffic offences.

He lost his licence on the spot for 
12 months and his car was impound-
ed for 28 days. He will be sum-
monsed to appear in court at a later 
date. 

BARKER MP Tony Pasin MP 
has given to the the Riverland 
Christmas Appeal  and is 
encouraging Riverlanders to 
remember those in the commu-
nity who may need a little addi-
tional support this Christmas.

“Christmas is a really busy 
time of year for everyone as we 
attempt to get things at work 
tided up before taking leave 
and spending time with friends 
and family, but it’s important 
to take the time to remember 
the true spirit of Christmas and 
help those in our community 
who might be doing it tough,” 
Mr Pasin said.

Riverland Christmas Appeal 
is a small-scale charity estab-
lished in 1987 and assists 
nearly 500 Riverland families 
each Christmas. It provides 
Christmas hampers and toys to 
the Riverland community.

The Riverland Christmas 
Appeal was established to 
unite individual services to 
gather food and toys, includ-
ing Loxcare, Waikerie Hub, 
Chaffey Community Centre, 

ac.care and St Vincent de Paul. 
The appeal services the 

whole of the Riverland, from 
Morgan to Renmark.

“There are many in the 
Riverland community who 
will be forced out of their 
homes due to the flooding this 
Christmas,” Mr Pasin said.

“It will be a tough time for 
many in 2022. Christmas looks 
a little different.

“Combined with interest rate 
rises, cost-of-living increases 
and sky-rocketing energy pric-
es, many in the community will 
be really feeling the pinch.

“This can be hard on young 
families with children in par-
ticular and that’s why I’ve 
made the decision this year to 
buy locally made toys from the 
Berri Men’s Shed and donate 
them to the appeal for a family 
doing it tough.”

Barker MP Tony Pasin with Carolyn Trifonoff and some of the toys made by the Berri 
Men’s Shed to donate to the 2022 Riverland Christmas Appeal. PHOTOS: supplied

Pasin gives to Riverland Christmas Appeal

Weekend driving offences keep Riverland police busySAPOL’s road closure warning

Berri Men’s Shed member 
Ted Madden.

CLOSING CLOSING 
IN ON IN ON 

KINGSTON KINGSTON 
ROADROAD
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ALEXANDRA BULL
A F T E R  4 8  y e a r s  t h e 
Barmera Lions Club has 
said goodbye, holding its 
final meeting on Monday, 
November 28.

A number of resignations 
by committee members in 
May left the club in limbo 
and no way to operate its 
doughnut van, its main rev-
enue generator. 

“We thought ‘Well, let’s 
go into recess for a little 
while and see what hap-
pens’, so we went into 
recess until about the end 
of August,” Barmera Lions 
Club treasurer Peter Marks 
said.

“We came back and 
looked at it again and the 
general consensus was we 

have tried our hardest to 
get new members and we 
just couldn’t get any young 
members, so we have decid-
ed to call it a day.

“The average age of our 
members is way up there in 
the mid-70s and people were 
just over and out.”

To mark the occasion, 
a final seniors’ morning 
tea was held on Tuesday, 
November 22, with Mr 
Marks saying it was the big-
gest one the Barmera Lions 
Club had staged.

“There were about 70 
people there which was quite 
pleasing,” he said. 

As part of the club enter-
ing a permanent recess, the 
Barmera Lions Club donat-
ed its doughnut van to the 
Renmark Lions Club, its 

barbecue to the Barmera-
Monash Football Club, and 
over $20,000 to local organi-
sations.

“We had quite a bit of 
money left over so we decid-
ed to give that away as much 
as possible,” Mr Marks said.

“We gave $10,000 to 
the Royal Flying Doctors 
Service for its new facil-
ity at the Renmark Airport, 
$5000 to the Cobdogla 
Steam Friends, $2000 to the 
Barmera Men’s Shed and 
$1500 each to the Scouts and 
the Girl Guides.

“With our money left 
over we are going to donate 
that to the Australian Lions 
Foundation Disaster Relief 
Fund which will be support-
ing flood and bushfire vic-
tims.”

Mr Marks said while it 
was sad to see the club go, it 
enjoyed some “magnificent 
times”.

“I think it will be greatly 
missed in the community 
and people will have to real-
ise that without volunteers 
these things just don’t hap-
pen,” he said.

“Hopefully the message 
will get through to younger 
people to keep volunteering 
to make things happen.”
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THE 2022 flood has seen more 
than 570 operational barrage 
bays at the mouth of the River 
Murray open for the first time 
in decades.

Constructed in the 1940s, 
the network of five barrages at 
Goolwa, Mundoo, Boundary 
C r e e k ,  E w e  I s l a n d  a n d 
Tauwitchere are used to facili-
tate water flows down the river 
and stop highly saline seawater 
from flowing upstream into the 
Lower Lakes.

SA Water operates the net-
work of barrages on behalf 
of the Murray-Darling Basin 
Authority, along with Locks 
One to Nine spread across 

South Australia, Victoria and 
NSW.

SA Water’s senior manager 
of River Murray operations, 
Garry Fyfe, said crews have 
been working for several weeks 
to manually and safely open 
each gate.

“How we operate the bar-
rages depends on carefully 
balancing the water flow-
ing downstream and how this 
compares to the tidal readings 
at the Murray mouth, and this 
includes checking water levels 

at least three times each day,” 
Mr Fyfe said. 

“With ocean tides often high-
er than the water level in Lake 
Alexandrina, it’s common for us 
to keep the barrage gates closed 
when required to stop seawater 
from flowing upstream. 

“However, the significant 
increase in water currently 
flowing down the River Murray 
has seen us gradually open-
ing all of the operational 576 
gates across the five barrages, to 
maximise the amount of water 
released out to sea. 

“For context, the last time 
we saw such a significant num-
ber of bays open at the bar-

rages was at the break of the 
Millennium Drought in 2010-
11, with around 400 opened 
throughout that high flow event.

“Opening the barrage gates 
has been a sizeable task for our 
team, with each of the 1.5-tonne 
concrete stop logs needing to be 
manually removed using on-site 
machinery over many weeks.”

Mr Fyfe said SA Water was 
managing its barrage opera-
tions at the direction of the 
Department for Environment 
and Water, while also using 
flow monitoring and advanced 
wind and weather forecasts to 
ensure barrage operations were 
adjusted as required.

Flood EVENT

48 and out for 
Barmera Lions

 The final Barmera Lions Club committee: Brenton Hastwell, Peter Marks, Josie Spriggs, 
Barbara Thompson, Nellie Mount and John Hughes. PHOTOS: Alexandra Bull

Around 70 people attended the final Barmera Lions Club 
seniors’ lunch at the Barmera RSL Hall late last month.

SA Water crews have been working for several 
weeks to manually open barrage gates at the 

Murray mouth in response to the flooding event. 
PHOTOS: supplied

Flood prompts record opening of barrage bays
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Some Council locations that are usually closed throughout this 
period are remaining open due to the current flood situation. 

Please take careful note of the following opening hours of 
Council locations over the Christmas/New Year period.

For assistance after hours or on public holidays, 
please call 8580 3000 to talk to our after hours call centre.

Friday 23 December - 9am-3pm
Saturday 24 December - Closed
Sunday 25 December - Closed
*Monday 26 December - Closed
*Tuesday 27 December - Closed
Wednesday 28 December - 9am-5pm
Thursday 29 December - 9am-5pm
Friday 30 December - 9am-5pm
Saturday 31 December - Closed
Sunday 1 January - Closed
*Monday 2 January - Closed

* Council's Emergency Incident 
Management Team will continue to 
meet on these days relating to the flood 
response.
Regular opening hours will resume from 
9am, Tuesday 3 January 2023.

Christmas/New Year opening hours

Community & Civic Centre

Renmark Visitor Centre

Friday 23 December - 9am-5pm
Saturday 24 December - 10am-2pm
Sunday 25 December - Closed
Monday 26 December - Closed
Tuesday 27 December - 10am-2pm
Wednesday 28 December - 9am-3pm
Thursday 29 December - 9am-3pm
Friday 30 December - 9am-3pm
Saturday 31 December - 10am-2pm
Sunday 1 January - 10am-2pm
Monday 2 January - 10am-2pm

Regular opening hours will resume 
from 9am, Tuesday 3 January 2023.

Renmark Paringa Depot

A reduced roster of staff will work 
through the Christmas/New Year 
break, however the Depot will close 
from 3pm, Friday 23 December 2022 
and re-open at 9am, Tuesday 3 
January 2023.

Renmark Paringa Library

Closed from 3pm Friday 
23 December 2022 and 
will re-open at 9.30am, 
Tuesday 3 January 2023.

Regular opening hours will 
resume from Tuesday 3 
January 2023.

Renmark Waste Transfer Station

Wednesday 21 December - 12-4pm
Friday 23 December - 10am-2pm
Sunday 25 December - Closed
Monday 26 December - Closed
Wednesday 28 December - 10am-2pm
Friday 30 December - 12pm-4pm
Sunday 1 January - Closed
Monday 2 January - Closed

Kerbside Collection
Please note that there will 
be no Kerbside Collection 
on Christmas Day or New 
Year's Day.

DrumMuster

There will not be a 
DrumMuster collection 
day in December. The next 
collection day will be 
Tuesday 31 January 2023. www.renmarkparinga.sa.gov.au
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MEET THE TEAM
Meet Glenda, Elise, Paul and Caitlin at The Murray 
Pioneer, who can help your business grow through 
our print and online mediums.

GLENDA | 8586 8024 
glenda.malinovski@murraypioneer.com.au

ELISE | 8586 8032 
elise.christopher@murraypioneer.com.au

PAUL | 8541 2060 
paul.mccormick@murraypioneer.com.au

CAITLIN | 0423 918 207 
caitlin.bruce@murraypioneer.com.au

Renmark | Glenda

Berri | Elise

Waikerie | Paul

Loxton | Caitlin 

ALEXANDRA BULL
JOEY Haenen is no stranger 
to the stage, having made his 
first appearance in a musical at 
just nine years old, as part of the 
ensemble cast of Aladdin in a 
Young Riverland Musical Society 
performance.

Fast forward eight years and the 
talented Loxton musician is one of 
just 25 students, out of thousands 
who auditioned, to be accepted into 
the Elder Conservatorium of Music 
at The University of Adelaide to 
study musical theatre.

The application process is a lit-
tle different than what most peo-
ple might know, with Joey having 
to submit a short video of himself 
singing as well as explaining his 
musical theatre background.

“I was then fortunate enough to 
be given a timeslot to audition and 
I had to sing two songs, prepare two 
monologues and there was also a 
dance audition; I sung Something’s 
Coming from West Side Story and 
Beautiful City from Godspell,” Joey 
said.

“I feel pretty fortunate to have 
been accepted. We have had some 
other locals try out for the course 
and unfortunately have been unsuc-
cessful, so it feels really good that 
I have been able to get into the 
course this year.

“Being in the course, it shows 
other people who live in the 
Riverland that there is a possibil-
ity to get into musical theatre when 
you are from a small country town.”

The three-year course, which 
starts in February next year, will 
see Joey spend five days a week at 
university from 8am-6pm.

“I will be doing tap, jazz and bal-
let every morning, we have special-
ised dance classes, I get two singing 
lessons a week, a history of musical 
theatre course, ensemble singing 
classes and acting classes,” he said. 

Joey, who has appeared in 
Riverland productions such as 
The Phantom of the Opera, with 
the Riverland Musical Society, and 
Kick off ya Boots, produced by 
Little Town Productions, said grow-
ing up in the Riverland had shaped 

him into the performer he is today.
“I feel like walking into a space, 

such as the dance audition with 
everyone, I went in pretty hum-
ble, knowing that I wasn’t going to 
be the best because there are kids 
who get the opportunity to sing and 
dance five days a week, which isn’t 
really offered down here,” he said. 

“I think I am really fortunate to 
have the support of the Riverland 
Musical Society and Little Town 
Productions…” 

Joey added that living in the 
Riverland has also made him take 
a lot of opportunities, including 
performing at the Adelaide Cabaret 
Festival this year.

“I have spent a lot of time in 
Adelaide, making connections,” he 
said.

“A few years ago, I took the 
opportunity to take a scholarship to 
do some singing lessons in Adelaide 
as well with one of the best opera 
singers in Australia.

“Being in the Riverland has made 
me want to take more opportuni-
ties.”

Loxton’s musical star on the rise

Loxton musician Joey Haenen is one of 25 students accepted into the 
prestigious Elder Conservatorium of Music at the University of Adelaide to 

study musical theatre. PHOTO: Proshots

Budding 
artists get 
a taste of 
the lifestyle
 
LOXTON North School 
students enjoyed a taste of 
an artist’s lifestyle when the 
Loxton Business Hub hosted 
an art exhibition of their work. 

Students worked with 
Riverland artist Kat Bell, who 
spent seven weeks at Loxton 
North School as an artist-in-
residence, and assisted in pull-
ing together the art exhibition 
featuring the students work.

Artwork was displayed and 
labelled with a title for each 
students’ piece, along with stu-
dents autographing their work 
and a bonus authentication 
certificate being placed on the 
back of each item.

“The whole process stu-
dents went through with 
Kat is what an artist does,” 
Loxton North School principal 
Vanessa Wainwright said.

“There were many high-
lights of the night. Uncle 
Barney performing a smok-
ing ceremony to ward off bad 
spirits from the people and the 

land, and make a pathway for 
a brighter future.

“After the fancy nibbles, as 
a community we signed our 
‘reconciliation action plan’, 
and Tasharni Stanley read the 
schools ‘reconciliation vision’ 
and the whole crowd clapped 
and smiled.

“It was a very proud moment 
for our school and for the 
Aboriginal community to know 
we understand and are commit-
ted to learning the true history, 
culture and languages.”

Mrs Wainwright said Kat 
made the evening “super spe-
cial” for students and their 
families.

“She (Kat) shared with us 
‘It is not about rushing to the 

end, it is about taking your 
time to appreciate the process 
and to experiment, test, make 
mistakes, learn from them, 
mould them to be part of your 
creation and to learn to be 
okay with mistakes because 
they are part of life and learn-
ing’,” she said. 

“Kat is truly inspiring and 

sees the beauty in all.
“These opportunities are 

crucial to connect learning 
with the real world; it creates 
more meaning for students and 
opens their eyes to what is out 
there and where they fit into a 
community.

“You can see the students’ 
pride in the photos, having 
their work showcased to all in 
the community.”

Kat presented two students 
with an art scholarship, Sophie 
Schultz (pre-schooler) and 
Kian St John (Year 4), who 
received a box of art resourc-
es, a personalised lesson with 
Kat and one of her artworks 
to keep.

- ALEXANDRA BULL

Artist-in-
residence 
Kat Bell 
provided 
students 
with the 
opportunity 
to create 
their own 
artwork 
and present 
their pieces 
at the art 
exhibition 
as part of 
her artist in 
residency.
PHOTOS: 
supplied

RIVERLAND school 
l eavers  a re  be ing 
encouraged to con-
sider an automotive 
career amid the release 
of year 12 results for 
2022.

M o t o r  T r a d e 
Association (MTA) 
CEO Paul Unerkov 
said now was the time 
to consider starting a 
rewarding career in the 
industry.

“There’s never been 
a more exciting time 
to get hands-on in our 
industry,” he said.

“You are paid while 
you learn and employ-
ment prospects are 
very favourable in the 
current tight labour 
market where busi-
nesses are experienc-
ing skill shortages.

“Rapid technological 
advancements and the 
development of electric 
vehicles also present 
new opportunities in a 
rewarding career.

“There are a range 
of opportunities once 
you finish your trade 

and MTA apprentices 
have gone on to run 
their own successful 
businesses.

“ T h e  M TA  h a s 
apprenticeship posi-
tions available right 
now for anybody with 
a willingness to learn. 
With a nationally rec-
ognised trade qualifica-
tion you can turn your 
passion into a career.”

The MTA offers 
trades including:
q Light vehicle mechanical 
technician
q Heavy commercial vehi-
cle technician
q Vehicle body repair tech-
nician
q Automotive refinishing 
technician
q Agricultural mechanical 
technician
q Heavy commercial trailer 
technician
q Customer servicing 
(automotive sales)
q Mobile plant technician

From year 10, stu-
dents can also under 
t ake  school -based 
a p p r e n t i c e s h i p s . 
Inquiries can be made 
by calling (8241 0522) 
or emailing (careers@
mtasant.com.au).

Considering a career 
in autmotive industry



www.murraypioneer.com.au   Wednesday, December 21, 2022   NEWS 21 

FLOOD SUPPORT
FUNDRAISER

JOSH BRINE
SUPPORTING local children throughout 
the ongoing flood is the goal of a not-for-
profit mental health organisation, which 
recently released a set of free resources for 
Riverlanders.

Adelaide-based Emerging Minds’ free 
online resource ‘Helping your children in 
a flood emergency’ aims to assist local par-
ents with involving children in emergency 
planning and response to provide a “sense 
of safety and security”.

Emerging Minds director Brad Morgan 
said the resource would help families who 
are impacted by flooding to support their 
children to “prepare and recover both physi-
cally and psychologically”. 

“The resources include many practical 
tips that can be easily implemented at home 
to help guide your children through these 
challenging times,” Mr Morgan said.

“They support parents to check in on 
their emergency plans and talk with their 
children about the possibility of floods – 
finding out what the children know already, 
as well as teaching them what to do before, 
during and after a flood event.”

Mr Morgan said natural disasters could 
have a “profound impact” on mental health 
and learning development.

“With care and support from the trusted 
adults in their life, most children will recov-
er over time,” he said.

“But they will still need constant reas-
surance, stability and support from their 
parents and loved ones. 

“Involving children in your planning and 
response to the flooding can have a protec-
tive effect, as it gives children a sense of 
safety and security and can help them to 

manage better and recover more easily.”
Mr Morgan said it was “natural to see 

some changes in children’s behaviour in 
the lead-up to, during and after a flood” but 
if behaviour fails to improve after several 
weeks or months, families may need to seek 
support for their children’s mental health. 

“Common changes among young chil-
dren might include mood changes or irri-
tability, regression in their development 
– which is when you might see them acting 
like they did when they were younger chil-
dren such as more tantrums, or bedwetting 
– more clinginess and fear of being alone, 
trouble sleeping and loss of appetite,” he 
said.

“Older children may be withdrawn, have 
difficulty controlling their anger or feel 
overly on edge and alert, refuse to partici-
pate or engage with others, have nightmares 
or physical distress around reminders of the 
flood, or start behaving in risky or reckless 
ways…

“One of the best things you can do for 
your children right now is simply be there 
for them. 

“Stressful events can change how chil-
dren view the world around them and make 
them feel like they are no longer safe. 

“Your comfort, support and reassurance 
that you will get through this together are 
key to your children’s recovery.”

To  acces s  t he  r e sou rces ,  v i s i t 
emergingminds.com.au/resources/helping-
your-children-in-a-flood-emergency/.

Supporting kids’ mental 
health through floods

Flood EVENT

SA Water has recorded a 
reduction in the occurrence 
of nasty ‘unflushables’ – 
such as cooking fats and 
oils, and wet wipes – in the 
state’s sewers.

The utility says the over-
all rate of blockages has also 
dropped to a two-year low, 
with the number of block-
ages caused by weird and 
problematic objects flushed 
down the toilet or put down 
the sink decreasing by 110 
in October compared to the 
same month last year – a 45 
per cent drop.

Th i s  dec reased  has 
helped limit the risk of 
unsightly overflows inside 
people’s properties and 
SA Water’s Lisa Hannant 
thanked South Australians 
for heeding the utility’s 
message to change their 
flushing and rinsing habits. 

“We know it’s the cumu-

lative impact of our custom-
ers’ behaviour at the loo and 
at the sink, together with 
our operational initiatives 
such as the use of smart 
technology, that will keep 
our sewers healthy,” Ms 
Hannant said.

“Over the past couple of 
months, we’ve experienced 
a decrease in the number of 
blockages caused by items 
such as wet wipes – the 

prime offender among the 
unflushables – and I’d like 
to say a warm ‘thank you’ 
to our customers who are 
embracing the role we need 
them to play.

“One of the ways we can 
help shift behaviour is by 
engaging with the commu-
nity and providing practical 
tips, and we’ve been making 
a concerted effort to spread 
the word lately.”

Better ‘flushing’ practices by South Australians have been 
noted by SA Water. PHOTO: supplied

SA Water: We’re cleaning up ‘unflushables’

LUTHERAN SCHOOL CONCERT: Waikerie Lutheran Primary School students entertained 
their families, carers and friends at their end-of-year concert last Wednesday. The event 
also featured a graduation ceremony for the year 6 students leaving the school to start 

their secondary education next year. Pictured above are year 2/3 students doing the 
Monster Shuffle. PHOTO: supplied

SES 
Renmark 
peer support 
officer Helen 
Passmore 
(left) and 
unit manager 
Scott 
Anderson 
celebrating 
SES 
volunteers 
for Wear 
Orange 
Wednesday 
earlier this 
year. PHOTO:
Will Slee

THE South Australian State Emergency 
Service (SASES) is a volunteer-based 
emergency assistance and rescue service 
which provides emergency assistance to 
the people of South Australia 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week.

The SASES respond to thousands 
of calls for assistance from the South 
Australian community each year and has 
saved the lives and property of countless 
South Australians.

The SASES is the lead emergency 
service agency for the River Murray flood 
event – for emergency assistance call 
SASES on 132 500 or call 000 for life-
threatening emergencies.

In late November, more than 12,500 
registered residents and/or businesses 
in River Murray communities were sent 
SASES automated telephone messaging 
to advise of the potential impacts of flood-
ing and where they can find further infor-
mation and assistance.

“Previously this messaging has been 
successful in informing communities 
regarding the impacts of bushfires and 
flooding in South Australia,’’ said SASES 
chief of staff Derren Halleday.

“People in the specified geographical 
areas are advised of some of the risks 
and impacts associated with the rising 
floodwaters, such as potential isolation 
and disconnected power supplies as well 
as the River Murray Hotline phone num-
ber of 1800 362 361.”

Check to see if your property is at 
risk using the flood mapping tool on the 
SASES website: www.ses.sa.gov.au.

Follow SASES on social media for the 
most up-to-date safety and emergency 
information:

Facebook – https://www.facebook.
com/SAStateEmergencyService

Twitter – https://twitter.com/SA_SES
Instagram – https://www.instagram.

com/sa_ses.

SES’ volunteer-based flood response
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Riverland 
Mobility 

Equipment

Income Protection Insurance
Death and Total Disability Insurance

Trauma Insurance
Business Continuation
Keyperson Insurance

Self Managed Superannuation

Phone: 0411 595 890 
Email: rogerg@gowestfg.com.au

www.riverlandinsurancespecialist.com

Roger Gow and Go West Financial Group Pty Ltd
Are authorised representatives of Millennium 3 AFSL 244252

Roger Gow
"Your riverland
insurance specialist"
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  Send your photos with captions to: 
 editor@murraypioneer.com.au  

and we’ll feature them on this page

ABOUT
I N  T H E  R I V E R L A N D

COMMUNITY DIARY

WEEKLY 
Guided tours of The Pines Historic House 
are held every Sunday at 2pm, at 18 Henry 
Street, Loxton. Gardens open seven days. 
Extra tour inquiries to Helen (0421 601 
903).
WEEKLY 
Meet, Greet & Eat at Loxcare Community 
Hub, 13 Drabsch Street, Loxton, every 
Friday at 10am. Come and enjoy morning 
tea and a chat. For inquiries phone 8584 
6954. Good food, good people, good times.
WEEKLY 
Barmera Theatre Art & Craft Gallery 
in the Bonney Theatre complex open for 
sales Tuesday to Friday 10am to 2pm, and 
Saturday 9:30am to 11:30. Inquiries to 
Ruth (0428 899 506).
WEEKLY 
Palms Bingo Club hold a bingo session 
every Tuesday at the Monash Club. Doors 
open at 11am and eyes down at 11.30am. 
Lunch and drinks available from the bar.
WEEKLY 
Every Monday, even long weekends, 1pm to 
4pm. Card and board games at Renmark 
Lutheran Church, 62 Seventeenth Street, 
Renmark. Phone Roz Frazer (8595 1560).
WEEKLY
Social badminton is played at the Barmera 
Recreation Centre every Thursday evening 
from 6.30pm to 8pm, and Tuesday morn-
ings from 9am to 10.30am. Racquets are 
available and all welcome. For more infor-
mation contact Judy (8588 8000).
WEEKLY
Barmera Lake Bonney Quilters meet every 
Wednesday 9am to 4pm at the Riverland 
Field Days site. Friendly group. All welcome, 
beginner or experienced. Contact 0438 
837 307.
WEEKLY
The Loxton Legacy Widow Group meet 
on the fourth Monday of the month at 
10.30am at the Loxton RSL hall.
WEEKLY 
Line dancing at the Monash Club every 
Thursday, 11am to 2pm. Lunch and drinks 
available.

WEEKLY 
The Barmera Community Men’s Shed is 
open Monday and Thursday from 8am to 
12.30pm at the Bruce Oval. All men are 
welcome. Not open on public holidays.
WEEKLY
The Berri Community Men’s Shed is open 
on Mondays and Thursdays, 9am to 12 
noon.
WEEKLY 
Riverland Concert Brass Band. Monday 
nights 7pm to 8.30pm, except public holi-
days. 1 Verran Terrace, Berri. All musicians 
welcome.
WEEKLY
Berri Seniors meet every Tuesday, 1pm to 
4pm at the club rooms at 4 Draper Road, 
Berri. Pool, cards, games, computer or just 
socialise. Everyone welcome.
WEEKLY
Loxton Historical Village is open Tuesday 
to Sunday, 10am to 4pm, including public 
holidays. Closed Good Friday, Christmas 
Eve and Christmas Day. Inquires phone 
8584 7194.
WEEKLY 
The SACWA Loxton District Branch meets 
every Thursday, from 10am to 2pm, at its 
hall on Kokoda Tce, Loxton. Come along 
and enjoy a cuppa, companionship and 
craft.
WEEKLY
Tea nights at Barmera RSL, Sturt Street, 
Barmera. Every Friday night, served from 
6pm. $15 for a two-course meal. For book-
ings contact Peter (0408 813 882).
WEEKLY 
Ukulele every Thursday during school 
terms, from 5.15pm to 6.45pm at the 
Monash Hall supper room. Inquiries to 
Margot (0407 796 508).
MONDAY, DECEMBER 26 and SUNDAY, 
DECEMBER 27
Looking for something to do on long 
weekends? Loxton Historical Village will 
be open on the public holidays over the 
Christmas period, including January 1 and 
2. Closed Christmas Eve and Christmas 
Day.

A guide to what’s on in the Riverland and Northern Mallee for community non-profit events. Email: 
editor@murraypioneer.com.au with an event description in 30 words or less.

RCC CELEBRATES: Rivergum Christian College’s year 11 and 12s enjoyed their formal dinner at 
the Renmark Club on Thursday, November 17. PHOTO: supplied

KA ROYAL 
CHRISTMAS: 
A group of 
local Filipino 
friends, their 
partners 
and some 
special 
guests 
enjoyed a 
‘KA Royal 
Christmas 
costumer 
party’ at the 
Renmark 
Club earlier 
this month. 
PHOTO: 
supplied

PAGEANT 
QUEEN AND 
PRINCESSES: 
Barmera 
Christmas 
Pageant 
Princess 
Asher 
Whitehead-
Villis, Queen 
Jazzi Ritter 
and Junior 
Princess 
Rani Gilgen 
at the event 
on Friday, 
December 9.
PHOTO: 
supplied

BIG BEND: 
Members and 

friends from 
Loxton who 

joined the Loxton 
Men’s Probus 

Club recent 
bus trip to The 

Bend at Tailem 
Bend enjoyed 

a circuit or two 
around the track 

in the big bus, 
lunch at the 

Riverside Hotel 
at Tailem Bend, 

plus morning 
tea at Karoonda. 

PHOTO: supplied

WAIKERIE CAROLS: At the recent Waikerie Carols by Candlelight were Ethan Mibus (left), Tyson 
Grieger holding his daughter, Charlotte Jones, the daughter of Waikerie Uniting Church pastor 

Darian Jones (fourth from right) and his wife Emma, their son Gideon, and Janine Grieger. 

The Rain Moth Gallery in Waikerie is housing an exhibition 
featuring Riverland students. Pictured above is Karen 

Richardson putting the finishing touches to an exhibition 
piece by Waikerie Primary School year 1/2 students.

RIGHT: Jordan working on a NAIDOC activity as part of the 
display. PHOTOS: supplied
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THE MAN FOR THE JOB!
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ELYSE ARMANINI
AFTER 13 years as principal and 41 years in 
total at Renmark Primary School, Lyn Bretag 
said her goodbyes last week.

Since joining the school in 1981, Ms 
Bretag has contributed to the school through 
many roles, including classroom teacher for 
years 3 to 7, school counsellor, deputy prin-
cipal and principal.

Taking a year off before deciding what her 
future will look like, Ms Bretag said she was 
looking forward to “just having time to stop 
and think”.

“School is full time,” she said. “I make 
sure Saturdays are my day but Sundays and 
every other day are school, and they’re long 
days.

“There’s a lot of planning and thinking 
and being mindful of people and the things 
you have to do and how you’re going to do it.

“So, it’ll just be nice to have a weekend 
where it’s a Sunday and I think, ‘Yes, I can 
do that, I don’t have to get my computer out 
and get busy with this’.”

During her first three years as principal, 
the year 3 to 7 school amalgamated with the 
junior primary to create what the school is 
today.

“That was a really big, really long, and, at 
times, challenging process,” she said.

“Because you had to be mindful of the 
school’s identity and people’s – especially 
staff and long-time families – sense of what 
it was going to be like when things changed.

“I’m really proud of that. It was a great 
process that went smoothly most of the time.

“I’m proud of how far we’ve come in 
terms of what the school looks like and our 
achievement.

“Recently we were third out of the top 10 
in the state for year 5 NAPLAN improve-
ments since 2017. We’re on an upward tra-
jectory with our data and we have been for 
the last four or five years.

“I’m proud of how hard people work and 
that they’re all on the same page, proud of 
our families, and our kids.”

Knowing how well the school and its stu-
dents are doing, Ms Bretag said leaving at 
the end of the school year was a difficult 
decision to make.

“But my tenure was up at the end of this 
year,” she said.

“I technically finish the day before school 
starts in 2023 and I didn’t reapply for the job 
because I knew that I wouldn’t do another 
tenure.

“I actually think it’s good for the school 
and the community to have that change, but 
it was good timing for me. I’ve done two ten-
ures and three years on top of that, so it was 
hard from a personal view.

“But from where the school’s at and 
going, I don’t think it was hard, because 
the school is in a great place for someone to 
come and take over.”

Ms Bretag said she enjoyed her final week 
at the school, which featured a “lovely” spe-
cial assembly to say farewell.

She encouraged the school community to 

“just keep going”.
“They’re doing an amazing job, and for 

the kids to believe they can do really well is 
important,” she said.

“It’s a great school; the kids and com-
munity are just great. Keep working on the 
things that have helped us get there.”

Renmark Primary School’s Lyn Bretag has finished at the school after 13 years as principal 
and being with the school since 1981. PHOTOS: Elyse Armanini

Students building 
up healthy habits
SENIOR students at a local school have 
this year had the opportunity to learn 
about healthy eating and lifestyles.

FocusOne Health facilitated the 
Country SA Primary Health Network-
funded Healthy Habits program for stu-
dents at Riverland Special School.

FocusOne Health nutritionists Alyce 
Suckling and Teresa Baker ran a series 
of interactive sessions for senior students, 
with a focus on health eating and simple 
changes that can be easily implemented 
for a healthier lifestyle.

Students learned about the five food 
groups and how they can incorporate the 
groups into their meals at home.

Eyes were opened when students 
learned about the hidden sugars in drinks, 
with many shocked when asked to meas-
ure out the amount of sugar in their 
favourite drinks.

“Understanding the foods required 
to remain healthy and prevent chronic 
disease is essential for the students,” Ms 
Baker said. “It has been a great opportuni-
ty to work with the students, teachers and 
SSOs of the Riverland Special School.”

Practical lessons allowed students to 
showcase their cooking skills and try 
a variety of fruits they had never eaten 
before. Students were “very proud” of 
their lunchbox, yoghurt parfait and 
smoothie creations.

“To see the students engage in the healthy 
eating activities with such enthusiasm was 
very rewarding,” Ms Suckling said.

Riverland Special School senior teacher 
Amy Burlik said it was “wonderful the 
students are involved in this inclusive pro-
gram”. “The students enjoyed the sessions 
and have continued to discuss healthy eat-
ing in our class,” she said.

Riverland Special School student Hayden 
placing foods in the Australian Guide to 

Healthy Eating wheel.

After 41 
years, 
Lyn says 
goodbye

 I’m proud  
 of how hard 
people work and 
that they’re all on 
the same page...

- Lyn Bretag

Riverland Special School students 
participating in an interactive activity in the 

healthy habits program. PHOTOS: supplied
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LOCAL students were recently 
awarded the  annual  Barker 
Shield as part of their end-of-year 
celebrations.

The Barker Shield – presented 
by Barker MP Tony Pasin – is 
given to three students in each par-
ticipating school across the elector-
ate each year.

It celebrates student excellence 
in three categories: academic 
achievement, community service 
and spirit, and a category deter-
mined by the school.

“As federal Member for Barker, 
it is a great privilege to be able to 
recognise the valuable contribution 
of the students that achieve at very 
high levels,” Mr Pasin said.

“These students have excelled 
in their studies or in the school 
community and are undoubted 
future leaders. No matter what 
they go on to achieve or where, I 

want them to feel valued and rec-
ognised for the leadership shown 
during their time at school and as 
part of the wider Riverland com-
munity.”

Award winners include:
Berri Regional Secondary 

College
Academic Achievement Award: 

Thomas Pipinis
Community Service and Spirit 

Award: Kale Karpany
Modell ing School  Values: 

Melody Baldock
Loxton High School
Academic Achievement Award: 

Zoe Raynes
Community Service and Spirit 

Award: Zoe Hughes
Middle School All-rounder: 

Tayla Jungfer
St Francis of Assisi College 

Renmark
Academic Achievement Award: 

Samuel De Palma
Community Service and Spirit 

Award: Aleesha Crosby
Student Leadership: Billie 

Augey
Swan Reach Area School
Academic Achievement Award: 

Ryan Wiebrecht
Community Service and Spirit 

Award: Jacob Hodge
School Values: Naite Gribble
“Each of these students are wor-

thy recipients who have now been 
honoured through the perpetual 
Barker Shield, which is displayed 
in a prominent location at the 
school,” Mr Pasin said.

“Congratulations to all students 
on completing the 2022 year of 
study and whether they are contin-
uing further study or entering the 
work force I wish students from all 
schools across Barker all the best 
for 2023.”

Barker students’ 2022 
achievements recognised

AWARD 
WIN: Sophie 
Phillips-Fox 
was awarded 
Renmark 
North Primary 
School’s 2022 
Tim Whetstone 
Award this year. 
PHOTO: supplied

AT  i t s  p r e s e n t a t i o n 
night held on Tuesday, 
December 13, Waikerie 
High School’s  s tage 2 
student Aaliyah Loffler 
was awarded the Ampol 
Best All-Rounder.

Jed Thiel was presented 
with the Holder Medal, 
Taylah Gore won the Pratt-
Visy Industries Scholarship 
and Mitchell Werner took 
home the Greg Cott le 
Memorial Award.

MAJOR AWARDS
Contribution To Sport Award: 
Aaliyah Loffler
2022 Magazine Cover: Grace 
Borgas
Wine Label: Owen Kroehn
Moorundie Ruwe Award: Imogen 
Lochert
Allison Nitschke Arts Award: Chloe 
Edwards
Aspiring Agriculture Pathway 
Scholarship: Amity Burns and 
Malachi Lloyd
Excellence In Horticulture Award: 
Jed Thiel
Animal Husbandry Award: Alana 
Matulick
Central Irrigation Trust 
Scholarship: Owen Kroehn
Greg Cottle Memorial Award: 
Mitchell Werner
Year 11 Vet Student Of The Year 
Award: Keelan Johnson
Year 12 Vet Student Of The Year 
Award: Pania Pell
WHS – Australian School-Based 
Trainee Of The Year: Tiana Burns
Tim Whetstone Award: Jed Thiel 

and Harveen Singh
Rain Moth Gallery Award: Chloe 
Higgins
Performing Arts – Senior: Ellen 
Kroehn
Mayoral Scholarship – Waikerie 
Loxton: Latia Loffler and Claire 
McWaters
Rotary Technology Scholarship: 
Sarah Campbell
Local Area Award – Mid Murray:
ADF Awards - Long Tan Youth 
Leadership: Flynn Andrew and 
Harveen Singh
ADF Awards - Future Innovators: 
Claire McWaters and Simreet 
Kaur
Year 11 Zonta: Ulani Guy
Year 12 Zonta: Chloe Edwards
Pratt-Visy Industries Scholarship: 
Taylah Gore
Holder Medal: Jed Thiel
Ampol Best All Rounder: Aaliyah 
Loffler

STAGE 1 SUBJECT AWARDS
Biology: Jaskan Singh
Cross-Disciplinary Studies: 
Sienna Hyde
Essential English: Pengi Leang
Essential Mathematics: Tayla 

Wilson
Modern History: Ebony Prevedel
Personal Learning Plan: Martha 
Plantado and Zali Schiller
Physical Education: Blake Loffler
Physics: Ulani Guy
Scientific Studies: Ellen Kroehn
Chemistry: Felicity Arnold
Mathematical Methods: Felicity 
Arnold
English: Taylah Gore
Physical Education: Taylah Gore
Agriculture: Owen Kroehn
Viticulture: Owen Kroehn
Food and Hospitality: Mitchell 
Werner
General Mathematics: Mitchell 
Werner
English: Sarah Campbell
General Mathematics: Sarah 
Campbell
Woodwork: Sarah Campbell

STAGE 2 SUBJECT AWARDS
Agricultural Production: Jed Thiel
Biology: Chloe Edwards and 
Simreet Kaur
Community Connections: Alana 
Matulick
Essential English: Isabella Scott
Food and Hospitality: Amy Smith
General Mathematics: Tiana 
Burns
Modern History: Makayla Frost
Research Project A: Naish 
Andrew
Research Project B: Maria 
Uchida
Scientific Studies: Emily Brock
Chemistry: Aaliyah Loffler
English: Aaliyah Loffler
Mathematical Methods: Aaliyah 
Loffler
Physical Education: Aaliyah 
Loffler
Physics: Aaliyah Loffler

Waikerie HS presentation night:

LOXTON High School’s 
presentation night was held 
on Tuesday, December 6.

Zoe Raynes was award-
ed the prestigious Kingston 
E s t a t e  Wi n e s / C h i n n e r 
Memoria l  Pr ize ,  whi le 
Ampol Best All Rounder 
was  awarded  t o  J oey 
Haenen, the Spangenberg 
Family Award went  to 
Lucas Cockshell, and Lucy 
McDonald received the Jean 
Proud Memorial Award.

MAJOR PRIZES AND SERVICE 
AWARDS
Kingston Estate Wines/Chinner 
Memorial Prize: Zoe R
Select Harvest Agricultural/
Horticultural Award: Kayla W
Maths/Science Undergraduate 
Scholarship: Lucas C and Zoe R
Spangenberg Family Award: Lucas 
C
District Council of Loxton Waikerie 
Award: Tyson B
ADF Long Tan Award Year 10: 
Eliza W
ADF Long Tan Award Year 12: 
Makayla L
Order of Australia Association 
Student Citizen Award: Zoe H
Biological Services Environmental 
Award: Zane S
Central Irrigation Trust Agricultural 
Award: Zoe H
Ampol Best All Rounder Award: 
Joey H
Belle Middle School Research 
Prize (History): Daniel Z
Smiffys Tourism and Hospitality 
Award: Zoe H
Jean Proud Memorial Award: Lucy 
M
Loxton Ladies Probus Club 
Citizenship Award: Jessica G
Zonta Young Woman in Public 
Affairs – Year 12: Lucy M
Zonta Award – Year 11: Piper G
Old Scholars Prize: Lucas C
Kroeger Memorial Prize: Erin B
Loxton High School Service 
Awards: Adison K, Harmony N, 
Jaida I, Jamie H, Joey H
Loxton High School VET Student of 
the Year: Lily H
Loxton High School ASBA Student 
of the Year: Charlotte Z
Loxton High School Just Too 
Deadly Award: Ruby P
Music Encouragement Award: 
Coen W
The Terrace Gallery Scholarship – 
Art/Design: Tammy T and Scarlett 
D
Loxton Agricultural & Horticultural 

Show Society - Service to 
Agriculture Award: Zane S
Loxton High School Contribution to 
Sport Award: Lucas C and Zoe R
Loxton Senior Citizens Club Year 7 
Physical Education Award: Elise C 
and Samuel R
Loxton Senior Citizens Club Year 8 
Physical Education Award: Regan 
S and Saskia G, Campbell V and 
Jake P
Loxton Senior Citizens Club Year 
11 Technology Award: Jaden I
Loxton Hotel – Year 11 Food and 
Hospitality Award: Tammy T
Rotary Club Technology Award 
Senior: Makayla L
Rotary Club Technology Award 
Junior: Abbie H
Tim Whetstone MP School Award: 
Lucas C
Barker Shield – Academic 
Achievement: Zoe R
Barker Shield – Community 
Service and Spirit: Zoe H
Barker Shield – Middle School All 
Rounder: Tayla J
Cabaret Evening Award: Lucy R 
and Oscar B
Outdoor Education MacPacAward: 
Erin B

YEAR 12 SUBJECT AWARDS
Agricultural Production: Kayla W
Biology: Zoe R
Business Innovation: Alexandra R, 
Harmony N, Jarra G
Chemistry: Cherie P
Child Studies: Jasmine S
Creative Arts: Alexandra R
English: Erin B
English Literary Studies: Lucas C
Food and Hospitality: Adison K
Furniture Construction – Wood: 
Makaya L
Maths - General Mathematics: 
Erin B
Maths - Mathematical Methods: 
Lucas C
Maths - Specialist Mathematics: 
Lucas C
Modern History: Makayla L and 
Jamie H
Music: Joey H
Outdoor Education: Zoe R

Physics: Zoe R
Research Project: Zoe R
Sports Studies: Ethan W and 
Talita D
Visual Arts – Art: Nyah S
Visual Arts – Design: Harmony N
Welding and Fabrication – Metal: 
Blair W
Workplace Practices: Estella G

OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT 
AND OUTSTANDING EFFORT 
AWARDS
Year 12
Bianca K, Zoe R, Lucas C, Adison 
K, Harmony N, Nyah S, Alexandra 
R, Erin B, Jamie H, Jessica G, 
Chloe A, Jarra G, Cherie P, Makayla 
L, Kayla W, Zoe H
Year 11
Tyson B, Scarlett D, Piper G, 
Dylan G, Alexis M, Ella H, Jenna V, 
Chrysanthi S, Maisie H, Mikayla L, 
Tammy T
Outstanding Achievement
Shaun F, Cooper E, Clarissa M, 
Melanie P, Zali S
Outstanding Effort
Jessica S
Year 10
Jessica I, Maria T, Elise S, Elleanah 
A, Kenzie K, Tayla J, Mikayla D, 
Taylor W, Lily M, Isaac S, Joshua 
G, Summer S, Ruby A, Eliza W, 
Grace K
Outstanding Achievement
Kaela S, Katlin I Elias D
Outstanding Effort
Kaitlyn R, Crystal A, Lucy R
Year 9
Claire S, Hope C, Holly P, Jemma 
P, William S, Maddie G, Skye H, 
Ebony P, Ava K, April M
Outstanding Achievement
Bailey H, Imogen M, William H
Outstanding Effort
Kira P, Indee D, Ava L, Abbie R, 
Mika M
Year 8
Trinity N, Reagan S, Jayden B, 
Sophie K, Saskia G, Sarah S, Emily 
C, Lila A, Lily F, Campbell V
Outstanding Achievement
Ella R, Tilly D, Sienna R
Outstanding Effort
Tyler H, Imogen D, Juliet H, Gabriel 
T
Year 7
Emily A, Joshua G, Harper J, 
Mahlia G, Adele S, Ioanna T, 
Matilda W, Kiana S, Eamon C, 
Sameika W, Elise C, Jasleen B, 
Sophie T
Outstanding Achievement
Grace E, Sophie S, Zeva D, Ava T, 
Daniel H
Outstanding Effort
Lalaine P, Natalia B

Loxton High School 
presentation night

Record SACE for SA year 12s
SA year 12 students have logged 
another record year of completion.

Students completing in 2022 
represent the first cohort to spend 
their entire SACE journey in the 
Covid-19 pandemic, but despite 
this, a record high 98.7 per cent 
of year 12s finished their SACE 
in 2022.

Further to this, a record 27,095 
students completed a year 12 sub-
ject in 2022. Of these, 806 stu-
dents are of Aboriginal or Torres 
Strait Islander (ATSI) descent, 

representing a 16.3 per cent 
increase for these students. 

Students studying one or more 
modified subjects are completing 
their SACE at a higher rate than 
ever, with the 81.1 per cent figure 
representing a 7 per cent increase 
on 2021.

“Modified subjects meet the 
learning needs of students with 
significant impairment in intel-
lectual functioning or adaptive 
behaviours,” a SACE spokesper-
son said this week.
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FOR Renmark High School 
student Faith Morgan, completing 
the SACE was a family first, and 
hopefully not last.

“I’m the first of 11 to com-
plete my SACE,” Faith said of the 
achievement.

“I feel like it makes my younger 
siblings want to achieve it because 
I did. I feel like they could look at 
me as a role model now.”

Raised by her nan, Faith is the 
eighth youngest of 11 children, 
but the first in her family to study 
past year 10. Her Stage 2 subjects 
include English, Maths, and Digital 
Media, and she attributes part of 
her successful journey to the South 
Australian Aboriginal Sports 
Training Academy (SAASTA).

“With SAASTA I get to learn 
a bit more about my culture, 

through completing different 
tasks,” she said.

“And by completing those tasks, 
I also got SACE points.”

While the integrated learning 
credits helped Faith thrive in her 
SACE journey, it also helped her find 
closer belonging in the Riverland.

“I felt more connected to my 
community,” she said, “and I was 
able to bond with students like me.”

That part of Faith’s journey will 
continue after her completion of 
SACE and achieving an ATAR, via 
a move into youth work.

“I want to be connected to my 
community,” she said.

“I want to work with Aboriginal 
youth because I was also part of a 
youth group and I really liked that 
too.”

Unsurprisingly, Faith’s best 

advice on how to navigate senior 
school involved leaning on her 
community again.

“Ask for help when you need it,” 
she said.

“Don’t just think that you can do 
it on your own… ask your teachers 
or peers for help.

“I feel like Ms Turnbull and 
some other teachers have helped 
me because when I wanted to find 
out what I could do after school... 
they would talk to me and discuss 
my options.”

Martine Turnbull, Faith’s teach-
er at Renmark High, has enjoyed 
watching Faith grow, describing 
her student as “a real jewel”.

“I’ve known Faith for a long 
time (and) she is a perfect example 
of ‘walking in two worlds’,” Ms 
Turnbull said.

“She is culturally strong and 
proud, respectful of her community 
elders and family but is also able to 
be successful within school culture.

“She could very easily fly under 

the radar. She’s just quietly worked 
away, but she is at every class, every 
lesson, always punctual regardless 
of any challenges, taking it in and 
getting better at everything.

“She is very successful at both 
school and sport, but she never 
brags. She doesn’t talk about it, she 
just gets on with it.”

Source: SACE

SACE a family first for Faith

Faith Morgan says being involved 
with the South Australian Aboriginal 

Sports Training Academy helped 
her study journey.

Faith Morgan is the first of 11 
siblings to complete SACE. 

PHOTOS: supplied

RENMARK High School 
celebrated its students at its 
recent presentation night 
at the Chaffey Theatre on 
Tuesday, December 6, when 
Madelyn L took home the 
highly regarded Footprints in 
the Sands of Time award.

Judd H and Madelyn L 
shared the Ken Prokopec 
Cup, SRC Sports Person of 
the Year went to Jasmine B, 
and the Clint Doevendans 
Junior Allrounder award was 
presented to Lachlan K and 
Molly P.

AWARD WINNERS
Footprints in the Sands of Time: 

Madelyn L
Renmark Hotel Scholarship: Taj S
Tim Whetstone School Award: 
Faith M
Rotary Service Award: Judd H
Renmark Paringa Council 
Community Service: Alan G
Zonta – Year 11 Award: Kierra S
Zonta – Year 12 Award: Ava L
Arts Award: Jorja K
Rotary Vocational Studies 
Scholarship: Stuart L
Vocational Education Student of 
the Year: Khushneet K
Australian School Based 
Apprenticeship: Jamason R
Year 10 Best All Rounder: Rachel F
CIT Agricultural and Horticultural 
Award: Phoebe H
Foodland Enterprise Award: 
Connor B
Environment Award: Jake S
Pratt Scholarship (DUX from previ-

ous year): Charlee W
Renmark Freemason’s 
Scholarship: Armandeep K
The Lions Scholarship: Emma S
ADF Long Tan Leadership – Year 
10: Alana Y
ADF Long Tan Leadership – Year 
12: Madelyn L
ADF Future Innovators Award – 
Year 10: Zac L
ADF Future Innovators Award – 
Year 12: Ethan H
Student Reconciliation Award: 
Ethan E
ATSI Strong Leaders Award: Lara P
Teaching Reconciliation Award: 
Wayne Elliott
School Community Reconciliation 
Award: Kyla Wade
Renmark Club Aspiring Leaders 
Award: Anastasia K and Hassan R
Select Harvest Industry Award: 
Giuseppe C

RSL Anzac Youth Leadership 
Award: Sakina Q and Lachlan G

YEAR 11 LEARNING AREA 
MEDALS
Mathematics: Zoe S
Science: Zoe S
English & Languages: Zoe S

HASS: Jenna L

SPORT AWARDS
Clint Doevendans Junior 
Allrounder: Lachlan K and Molly P
SRC Sports Person of the Year: 
Jasmine B
Ken Prokopec Cup: Judd H and 
Madelyn L
SPORTS BLUES
Swimming, Athletics & Triathlon: 
Bailey W 
Swimming: Madelyn L, Lucas W, 
Ethan H and Courtney W
Volleyball & Netball: Kierra S 
Equestrian & Horse Riding: 
Jasmine B
Netball: Matilda R and Zoe S
Football & Basketball: Judd H
Football: Molly P
Basketball: Lachlan K and Noah M
8-Ball: Colby K
Cross Country: Taj S

Slalom Water Skiing: Demi F
Go-Karting: Jack L

YEAR 12 SUBJECT AWARDS
Biology: Ava L
Chemistry: Charlee W
Creative Arts: Judd H
Design: Madelyn L
English Essentials: Chelsea H
English: Ava L
Food & Hospitality: Chelsea H
General Maths: Kobi L
Media Studies: Madelyn L
Maths Methods: Madelyn L
Modern History: Ava L
Nutrition: Zoe S
Physics: Stephanie S
Psychology: Emma S
Research Project: Ava L, Judd H, 
Emma S
Spanish Beginners: Armandeep K
Technical Studies: Max L

Renmark High School achievers celebrated at presentation night
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Gallard Group are your trusted Riverland 
Agents for JCB Agricultural Equipment!

w | gallardgroup.com.au
e  | spareparts@gallardgroup.com.au
t  | 08 8582 1671

8586 6008

177 Fourteenth St, Renmark

“Totally Dependable”
FO

21332
CALL US NOW!

Ph: 8586 4411
155, 14TH ST, RIEDEL LANE, RENMARK

FO
21

33
4

www.expressx.com.au
P A S S E N G E R  T R A N S P O R T

8213 6600
Passenger Transport

BZ
10

92
3

www.expressx.com.au
X T R A - C L E A N

8213 6600
Commercial Cleaning

BZ
10

92
5

CONVEYANCING

CARAVAN PARK MOBILITY ASSISTANCE

LEGAL SERVICES

ELECTRICIANSAGRICULTURE / HORTICULTURE

AIR CONDITIONING / HEATING

HARDWARE & TRADE SUPPLIERS

DENTIST

PEST CONTROL

MECHANIC

FURNITURE

PASSENGER TRANSPORT

PAINTING & SUPPLIES
CLEANING SERVICES

W
Z10144

All Electrical Work • Domestic, Commercial & Industrial  
Solar Supply & Installation • Air Conditioning

Antenna Systems • Repairs & Installations
BLD: 154110   ABN: 60 472 028 584

It’s good to go to 
someone you know.

8582 2144 | Old Sturt Hwy, Berri

RIVERLANDSTEEL.COM.AU

BZ11316

57 Renmark Ave, Renmark  
admin@riverlandagri.com

ALLAN: 0499 980 148
MECHANIC: 0455 038 686

PH: 8586 6136

RZ11327

RIVERLAND

RENMARK: (08) 8586 6714
BERRI: (08) 8582 1500

"Why would you trust anybody else"

FO
21336 Shop 3, 14 White Street, Waikerie

Contact us for a FREE consultation 

08 8333 3525

PROPERTY CONVEYANCERS

W
Z10175

130 Renmark Avenue

EXPERT BUG BUSTERS

Call (08) 8586 6982

FO
21335

DENTURE CLINIC
STEVE’S

DENTAL PROSTHETIST & TECHNICIAN

PH: (08) 8501 1187
EMERGENCY: 0426 950 334
steve@stevesdentureclinic.com.au

3 Barwell Avenue, Barmera

FO
21798

Book an appointment today on

11 Riverview Drive, Berri    
 obriens@obriens-solicitors.com.au

Buying or Selling?
a member of the  Lawyers Group

8582 1288 FO
21

63
5

(08) 8582 1844
Old Sturt Hwy, Berri   devilees.com.au

info.berri@devilees.com.au
FO21640AU35323

Phone  0466 897 115 0466 897 115     

Riverland 
Mobility 

Equipment

Open: Monday - Tuesday by appointment   
Wednesday - Friday 9 to 5

For all your health care and mobility 
needs see Tracey today.

FO21806

Specializing in home, office and outdoor furniture  
come and see us at 237 Renmark Avenue Renmark

Phone 8586 5696  
www.tjsfurniture.com.au 

HOME | OFFICE | BEDDING | OUTDOOR

FO
22136

Mobile: 0417 861 365
Email: wardpaint@outlook.com

Lic. BLD50608

W
Z1

02
57

 

 

SHOWROOM/OFFICE – 261 RENMARK AVE RENMARK (BEHIND CARWASH) 
 

  

 SPECIALIZING IN AIR CONDITIONING AND 
REFRIGERATION. 

 ALSO AVAILABLE FOR ELECTRICAL WORK. 
 FULLY QUALIFIED AND LICENSED TECHNICIANS. 

 

THE ONLY AUTHORISED DIAMOND DEALER IN THE RIVERLAND 

 

PHONE: 
8595 1677 

roe.riverland@internode.on.net 

AU 20858 
BLD 218440 
PGE 249033 

& 

BEDROOM SPLIT SYSTEMS STARTING FROM 

$749.00 
PLUS INSTALLATION. 

 

WORKS FOR YOU 

 

 

SHOWROOM/OFFICE – 261 RENMARK AVE RENMARK (BEHIND CARWASH) 
 

  

 SPECIALIZING IN AIR CONDITIONING AND 
REFRIGERATION. 

 ALSO AVAILABLE FOR ELECTRICAL WORK. 
 FULLY QUALIFIED AND LICENSED TECHNICIANS. 

 

THE ONLY AUTHORISED DIAMOND DEALER IN THE RIVERLAND 

 

PHONE: 
8595 1677 

roe.riverland@internode.on.net 

AU 20858 
BLD 218440 
PGE 249033 

& 

BEDROOM SPLIT SYSTEMS STARTING FROM 

$749.00 
PLUS INSTALLATION. 

 

WORKS FOR YOU 

Phone 8595 1677

 Get a quote today!
WORKS FOR YOU

261 Renmark Avenue
 admin@roeaire.com.auAU20858   BLD218440   PGE249003

RZ
11

47
2

THE PERFECT PLACE TO  
SPEND TIME AWAY!

(08) 8588 7164
59 Shueard Road, Cobdogla
cobdoglacaravanpark.com.au 

FO
21

33
3-

V2

For all your 
denture 
needs!

171 FIFTEENTH STREET, RENMARK

☎ 8586 6610

RZ11497
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www.expressx.com.au
V E H I C L E  R E N T A L

8213 6600
Vehicle Rental
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www.expressx.com.au
D E L I V E R E D

8213 6600 
Delivery and Courier Services 

BZ
10

92
4
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RESTAURANTS

SHEDS

SECURITY SERVICES

VEHICLE RENTAL

TRANSPORT SERVICES

www.expressx.com.au
S E C U R I T Y  S E R V I C E S

8213 6600
Security Services

BZ
10

93
0

entegra Sheds 
made from

structural steel

Contact Entegra shed 
designer Steve Lane to 

schedule a site visit

0438 387 686
or visit

www.entegra.com.au

entegra Sheds 
made from

structural steel

Contact Entegra shed 
designer Steve Lane to 

schedule a site visit

0438 387 686
or visit

www.entegra.com.au

Contact Entegra shed designer 
Steve Lane to schedule a site visit

or visit www.entegra.com.au M
R1

79
8

2 McCoy St, Waikerie 
www.waikeriehotel.com

(08) 8541 2999W
Z10230

Ph: 8582  1411
Riverview Drive, Berri

berrihotel.com.au

FO
21799

8583 5343

DINING AVAILABLE  
Wednesday to Saturday 

Dinner 6-8pm

Friday & Saturday 
Lunch 12-2pm

SUNDAY BRUNCH  
10am-2pm

OPPOSITE THE  
Monash Playground

BZ11329

45 Shiell Rd, Berri
Mon to Sun: 7am - 10pm

bigrivergolfandcountryclub.com.au

OPEN 7 DAYS  
Breakfast  |  Lunch  |  Dinner

Reservations Appreciated
8582 3425

FO
21638

ADVERTISE YOUR  
BUSINESS HERE!

ELYSE ARMANINI
A LOCAL primary school 
taking part in a citizen 
science project is one of 50 
schools across three states to 
have successfully recorded 
thousands of new insects.

The Insect Investigators 
project – hosted by the 
South Australian Museum – 
was launched in September 
2021, connecting regional 
and remote students with 
researchers to learn about 
Australia’s biodiversity.

Loxton North School 
(LNS) is one of 17 South 
Australian schools partici-
pating, and set up an insect 
trap in March this year.

LNS R-6 STEM teacher 
Stephanie Rudiger said the 
students enjoyed the oppor-
tunity to work with and 
learn from the program.

“The school was sent a 
malaise trap that the students 
set up and collected insects 
from weekly,” she said.

“Students very much 
enjoyed looking at the differ-

ent insects they had caught. 
We were able to watch videos 
and view messages from the 
scientists as they were pro-
cessing our insects in the lab.

“It was great for students 
to make the connections 
between their knowledge 
and how scientists work in 
an authentic and important 
experiment. 

“Students  especial ly 
enjoyed the online and 
in-person lessons from 
the scientists. They learnt 
about the insects they were 
catching and how they were 
contributing to a much 
larger process.”

Mrs Rudiger said she 
“seeks out” a citizen science 
project every year for stu-
dents.

“We learn so much, not 
only about the topic of the 
project but how science is 
related to and used in every-
day life,” she said.

Through  the  Insec t 
Investigators project, partic-
ipating schools from South 
Australia, Queensland and 

Western Australia helped to 
add more than 12,500 new 
DNA barcodes to an inter-
national online repository.

Project leader Dr Erinn 
Fagan-Jeffries said DNA bar-
coding involves sequencing a 
small section of the insect’s 
genome and using the varia-
tion among barcodes to dis-
criminate species.

“While the gold standard 
is always going to be identi-
fying and describing insects 
using DNA data in combi-
nation with their physical 
characteristics, the DNA 
barcodes provide a fast and 
cost-effective way of shin-
ing a light on the remark-
able diversity of insects in 
Australia that we know so 
little about,” she said.

“It is highly likely that all 
contributing schools have 
found species new to sci-
ence which is really excit-
ing, but how many of these 
species we are actually able 
to describe is dependent on 
the resources and support 
available for taxonomy.”

Citizen insect investigators

Loxton North School students Tamara, Emmilou, Daniel and Maddalyn with the malaise trap 
they set up earlier this year as part of the Insect Investigators program, hosted by the South 

Australian Museum. PHOTO: supplied

TWO local primary school students were 
recently recognised for their artistic entries 
in a Lions Club competition.

Renmark  Pr imary  School ’s  Mia 
Robertson and St  Joseph’s School 
Renmark’s Ruby Malinovski were chosen 
as winners in the Lions International Peace 
Poster Competition.

For more than 30 years, Lions Clubs 
around the world have sponsored the 
art contest in schools and youth groups, 
encouraging children everywhere to create 
posters to express their visions of peace and 
to inspire the world.

The theme for this year’s competition 
was ‘lead with compassion’, with 15 
students from Renmark Primary and 46 
students from St Joseph’s taking part.

Mia’s entry was viewed by members of 
the Renmark Lions Club and selected as 
the winner, while Ruby’s was chosen by 
Renmark Lions Club past president and 
Peace Poster co-ordinator Celeste Pettigrew 
and St Joseph’s teachers.

Both winning entries were forwarded 

to the District Governor to be judged with 
other district winners, with a national win-
ner to be selected and go on to America to 
Lions International.

Mrs Pettigrew, current president Allan 
Maddocks and Lion Colin Pettigrew visited 
both schools late last month to present cer-
tificates to the schools and each of the win-
ners, plus a bookmark to all participants.

Lions poster competition success

Renmark Primary School’s Mia Robertson 
with Allan Maddocks and Celeste Pettigrew. 

PHOTO: supplied

St Joseph’s School 
Renmark student 
Ruby Malinovski 
(front) with 
Renmark Lions Club 
past president and 
poster competition 
co-ordinator Celeste 
Pettigrew, Lion 
Colin Pettigrew and 
current president 
Allan Maddocks. 
PHOTO: Elyse Armanini
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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 21 TO TUESDAY, DECEMBER 27

5:00 Hoot Hoot Go!; 5:10 Dot.; 5:25 
Baby Jake; 5:35 Children’s Programs; 
5:50 Peppa Pig; 5:55 Reef School
6:05 Ben And Holly’s Little Kingdom
6:20 Bluey
6:25 Nella the Princess Knight
6:50 Shaun The Sheep
7:20 Bluey
7:30 Spicks And Specks
8:00 Hard Quiz
8:30 Office Christmas Party
10:15 Doctor Who
11:00 Back
11:25 Archer
11:45 QI
12:20 George Clarke’s Amazing Spaces
1:05 Would I Lie To You At Christmas?
1:35 ABC News Update
1:40 ABC TV Plus Programs Re-
sume At 7.30pm  

5:00 Hoot Hoot Go!; 5:10 Dot.; 5:25 
Pablo; 5:35 Children’s Programs; 5:50 
Peppa Pig; 5:55 Reef School
6:05 Kangaroo Beach
6:20 Bluey
6:25 Adventures Of Paddington
7:20 Bluey
7:30 Spicks And Specks
8:00 QI
8:30 Live At The Apollo
9:20 Whose Line Is It Anyway?
10:05 Staged
6:50 Piney
10:30 Upstart Crow
11:00 Fleabag
11:30 Doctor Who
12:20 Friday Night Dinner
12:45 Universe With Brian Cox
1:45 ABC News Update

5:05 Miffy’s Adventures Big and Small; 
5:10 Dot.; 5:25 Baby Jake; 5:35 Chil-
dren’s Programs; 5:50 Peppa Pig; 5:55 
Ben And Holly’s Little Kingdom
6:20 Bluey
6:25 Aliens Love Underpants And 
Panta Claus
6:50 Sir Mouse
7:20 Bluey
7:30 QI
8:00 TBA
8:45 The Yearly With Charlie Picker-
ing 2022
9:45 Christmas Cabaret
10:45 Office Christmas Party
12:25 Queen - Days of Our Lives
1:25 Long Lost Family
2:15 ABC News Update
2:20 ABC TV Plus Programs Re-
sume At 7.30pm

5:00 Hoot Hoot Go!; 5:10 Dot.; 5:25 
Baby Jake; 5:35 Children’s Programs; 
5:50 Peppa Pig
6:05 Octonauts
6:20 Bluey
6:25 Kangaroo Beach Summer 
Special
6:50 The Monster At The End Of 
This Story
7:20 Bluey
7:30 Dinosaurs Of The Frozen Continen
8:25 Long Lost Family
9:10 George Clarke’s Amazing Spaces
10:00 Catalyst
11:00 TBA
11:40 Brian Johnson’s A Life On 
The Road
12:25 Penn And Teller
1:10 Would I Lie To You?
1:40 ABC News Update

5:00 Hoot Hoot Go!; 5:10 Dot.; 5:25 
Baby Jake; 5:35 Children’s Programs; 
5:50 Peppa Pig; 5:55 Reef School
6:05 Ben And Holly’s Little Kingdom
6:25 Room On The Broom
6:55 We’re Going On A Bear Hunt
7:20 Bluey
7:30 Spicks And Specks
8:00 Would I Lie To You?
8:30 TBA
9:05 Staged
6:20 Bluey
9:30 Friday Night Dinner
9:50 Fleabag
10:20 Everything’s Gonna Be Okay
10:40 Black Comedy
11:10 Whose Line Is It Anyway?
11:55 Live At The Apollo
12:40 Christmas Cabaret
1:40 ABC News Update

6:00 Sunrise; 9:00 The Morning Show; 
11:30 Seven Morning News; 12:00 The 
Christmas Swap; 2:00 House Of Well-
ness; 3:00 The Chase; 4:00 Seven 
News At 4; 5:00 The Chase Australia
6:00 Seven News
7:00 Better Homes And Gardens 
Summer
7:30 Woolworths Carols In The 
Domain 2022
10:00 2022 Schools Spectacular 
Creating Th
12:30 Mates On A Mission
2:00 Home Shopping
4:00 Million Dollar Minute
5:00 NBC Today

6:00 NBC Today; 7:00 Weekend Sun-
rise; 10:00 The Morning Show Summer 
Series; 12:00 Christmas With The Sal-
vos; 12:30 Border Security; 1:00 Sur-
veillance Oz; 1:30 Better Homes And 
Gardens Summer; 2:00 Santa’s Boots; 
4:00 Better Homes And Gardens Sum-
mer; 5:00 Seven News Adelaide; 5:30 
South Aussie With Cosi
6:00 Seven News
7:00 Moana
9:15 Elf
11:15 World’s Most Shocking Emergency 
Calls
12:15 Mates On A Mission
1:30 Travel Oz
2:00 Home Shopping
2:30 TBA
3:30 Home Shopping
4:00 Get Clever

6:00 NBC Today; 7:00 Woolworths Car-
ols In The Domain 2022; 9:30 Alinta 
Energy Christmas Pageant 2022; 10:30 
2022 Mayor’s Christmas Carols; 11:30 
Christmas With The Salvos; 12:00 
House Of Wellness; 1:00 Sealink Car-
ols by Candlelight 2022; 3:30 Beach 
Cops; 4:00 Better Homes And Gar-
dens; 5:00 Border Security; 5:30 South 
Aussie With Cosi
6:00 Seven News
7:00 Dog Patrol
7:30 National Lampoon’s Vacation
9:35 Love Actually
12:20 Mates On A Mission
2:00 TBA
2:30 Home Shopping
3:00 TBA
3:30 Million Dollar Minute
4:00 NBC Today

6:00 Sunrise; 9:00 Test Cricket
5:30 The Chase Australia
6:00 Seven News
7:00 Big Bash League Cricket
12:00 Heartbreak Island Australia
1:15 Harry’s Practice
2:00 TBA
4:00 NBC Today
5:00 Seven Early News
5:30 Sunrise

6:00 Sunrise; 9:00 Test Cricket
5:30 The Chase Australia
6:00 Seven News
7:00 Big Bash League Cricket
10:30 The Disappearance Of Grace 
Millane
12:30 The Real Dirty Dancing
2:00 TBA
4:00 NBC Today
5:00 Seven Early News
5:30 Sunrise

6:00 Today; 9:00 Today Extra Sum-
mer; 11:30 Nine’s Morning News; 12:00 
Snowed In For Christmas; 1:50 Garden 
Gurus Moments; 2:00 Pointless; 3:00 
Tipping Point; 4:00 Millionaire Hot Seat; 
5:00 Nine’s Afternoon News
6:00 Nine News
7:00 A Current Affair
7:30 Taronga - Who’s Who In The 
Zoo
8:30 The Holiday
11:10 Council Of Dads
12:00 A Very Royal Christmas
1:00 Cross Court
1:30 Tv Shop - Home Shopping
4:00 Take Two 
5:30 Skippy - The Bush Kangaroo
 

6:00 Drive Tv; 6:30 A Current Affair; 
7:00 Weekend Toda; 10:00 Today Extra 
Summer; 12:00 Our State On A Plate; 
12:30 Great Australian Detour; 1:00 
Cross Court; 1:30 Cybershack; 2:00 
Driving Test; 2:30 Last Christmas; 4:30 
Destination Australia; 5:00 Nine News; 
5:30 Country House Hunters Australia
6:00 Nine News Saturday
7:00 A Current Affair
7:30 Christmas With Delta
8:00 Carols By Candlelight
23:00 A Christmas Karen
1:00 Cross Court
1:30 Cybershack 
2:00 Tv Shop - Home Shopping 
5:30 Skippy - The Bush Kangaroo

6:00 National Pharmacies Christmas 
Pageant; 8:00 2022 Lord Mayor’s 
Christmas Carols; 10:00 Home For 
Christmas ; 10:30 Cma Country Christ-
mas; 11:30 Christmas With Delta; 1:00 
Carols By Candlelight; 5:00 Blizzard
6:00 Nine News Sunday
7:00 National Lampoon’s Christmas 
Vacation
9:00 National Lampoon’s Vegas 
Vacation
11:00 The King’s Christmas Mes-
sage
11:10 The Jazz Singer 
1:30 Tv Shop - Home Shopping 
4:00 Believer’s Voice Of Victory 
4:30 Take Two 
5:00 Nine News Early Edition
5:30 Today

6:00 Today; 9:00 Today Extra Sum-
mer; 11:30 Nine’s Morning News; 12:00 
Bondi Vet; 1:00 Take Me Home; 2:00 
Pointless; 3:00 Tipping Point; 4:00 Mil-
lionaire Hot Seat; 5:00 Nine’s Afternoon 
News
6:00 Nine New
7:00 A Current Affair
7:30 Rbt
8:30 Paramedics
9:30 Police After Dark
10:30 The Equalizer
12:10 Tipping Point
1:05 Cross Court
1:30 Tv Shop - Home Shopping
4:00 Believer’s Voice Of Victory
4:30 A Current Affair
5:00 Nine News Early Edition
5:30 Today
 

6:00 Today; 9:00 Today Extra Summer; 
11:30 Nine’s Morning News; 12:00 Mid-
dle School; 2:00 Pointless; 3:00 Tipping 
Point; 4:00 Millionaire Hot Seat; 5:00 
Nine’s Afternoon News
6:00 Nine News
7:00 A Current Affair
7:30 Travel Guides
8:30 Vacation
10:30 La Brea
11:20 Law & Order
12:10 Tipping Point
1:05 Destination Australia
4:00 Believer’s Voice Of Victory
4:30 A Current Affair
5:00 Nine News Early Edition
5:30 Today

6:00 My Market Kitchen; 6:30 Jamie’s 
Easy Meals For Every Day; 7:00 En-
tertainment Tonight Encore; 7:30 
Judge Judy; 8:00 10 News First; 8:30 
Studio 10; 12:00 Dr Phil; 1:00 Jamie’s 
One-Pan Wonders; 1:30 Christmas 
With Australian Women’sWeekly; 2:30 
Entertainment Tonight; 3:00 Judge 
Judy; 3:30 Freshly Picked With Si-
mon Toohey; 4:00 Farm To Fork; 4:30 
Jamie’s Easy Meals For Every Day; 
5:00 10 News First
6:30 The Project
7:30 The Living Room
8:30 The Graham Norton Show 
Encore
10:30 Georgie Carroll
12:00 The Project Encore
1:00 The Late Show With Stephen 
Colbert

6:00 Reel Action; 6:30 Leading The 
Way With Dr. MichaelYoussef; 7:00 
Tough Tested; 8:00 Escape Fishing 
With ET; 8:30 What’s Up Down Un-
der; 9:00 Freshly Picked With Simon 
Toohey; 9:30 Studio 10; 12:00 Every-
day Gourmet With JustineSchofield; 
12:30 Well Traveller; 1:00 The Offroad 
Adventure Show; 2:00 All 4 Adventure; 
3:00 Pat Callinan’s 4x4 Adventures; 
4:00 Jamie; 5:00 10 News First
6:00 Bondi Rescue
6:30 The Dog House
8:30 Have You Been Paying Attention?
9:30 The Graham Norton Show
10:30 The Graham Norton Show
11:30 Ghosts Encore
12:30 The Savoy At Christmas
1:30 Home Shopping
4:30 Authentic PG

6:00 Mass For You At Home; 6:30 Turn-
ing Point With David Jeremiah; 7:00 
Joseph Prince; 7:30 Joel Osteen; 8:00 
Jamie; 9:00 Destination Dessert; 9:30 
Studio 10; 12:00 A Baby Reindeer’s 
First Christmas; 1:00 Jamie; 3:00 The 
King’s Christmas Message; 3:15 Jamie; 
4:15 Jamie’s ONE-Pan Christmas; 5:00 
10 News First
6:00 Happy Feet
8:05 The Cheap Seats
9:05 Ghosts
10:05 Book Club
12:00 Home Shopping
4:30 CBS Mornings

6:00 My Market Kitchen; 6:30 Jamie’s 
Easy Meals For Every Day; 7:00 Enter-
tainment Tonight Encore; 7:30 Judge 
Judy; 8:00 Everyday Gourmet With 
JustineSchofield; 8:30 Studio 10; 11:00 
Wildlife Rescue Australia; 12:00 Dr 
Phil; 1:00 The Living Room; 2:00 Enter-
tainment Tonight; 2:30 Good Chef Bad 
Chef; 3:00 Judge Judy; 3:30 My Mar-
ket Kitchen; 4:00 Farm To Fork; 4:30 
Jamie’s Easy Meals For Every Day; 
5:00 10 News First
6:30 The Project
7:30 Muriel’s Wedding
9:35 The Hunger Games
12:20 The Late Show With Stephen 
Colbert
1:30 Home Shopping 
4:30 CBS Mornings

6:00 My Market Kitchen; 6:30 Jamie’s 
Easy Meals For Every Day; 7:00 Enter-
tainment Tonight Encore; 7:30 Judge 
Judy; 8:00 Everyday Gourmet With 
JustineSchofield; 8:30 Studio 10; 11:00 
Wildlife Rescue Australia; 12:00 Dr 
Phil; 1:00 The Living Room; 2:00 Enter-
tainment Tonight; 2:30 Good Chef Bad 
Chef; 3:00 Judge Judy; 3:30 My Mar-
ket Kitchen; 4:00 Farm To Fork; 4:30 
Jamie’s Easy Meals For Every Day; 
5:00 10 News First
6:30 The Project
7:30 Star Trek
10:00 The Hunger Games - Catch-
ing Fire
12:45 The Late Show With Stephen 
Colber
1:30 Home Shopping
4:30 CBS Mornings

5:00 Hoot Hoot Go!; 5:10 Dot.; 5:25 
Baby Jake; 5:35 Children’s Programs; 
5:50 Peppa Pig; 5:55 Reef School
6:05 Ben And Holly’s Little Kingdom
6:20 Bluey
6:25 Octonauts Special
6:50 PJ Masks Save Christmas
7:20 Bluey
7:30 Anh’s Brush With Fame
8:00 Brian Johnson’s A Life On The Road
8:45 Queen
9:50 Science Of Drugs With Richard 
Roxburgh
10:45 Pilgrimage
11:45 Nigella’s Cook, Eat, Repeat 
Christmas Special
12:50 Starstruck
1:30 Back
1:55 Catalyst
2:55 ABC News Update

5:00 Hoot Hoot Go!; 5:10 Dot.; 5:25 
Baby Jake; 5:35 Children’s Programs; 
5:50 Peppa Pig; 5:55 Reef School
6:05 Ben And Holly’s Little Kingdom
6:20 Bluey
6:25 Go Jetters
6:50 Kangaroo Beach
7:05 Love Monster
7:20 Bluey
7:30 A Very Specky Christmas
8:30 Would I Lie To You At Christmas?
9:00 Starstruck
9:45 Mad As Hell does Hard Quiz
10:20 Penn And Teller
11:05 Doctor Who
11:50 Back
12:15 Superwog
12:40 This Time With Alan Partridge
1:10 Archer
1:50 Everything’s Gonna Be Okay

6:00 Sunrise; 9:30 Test Cricket
6:00 Seven News
7:00 Big Bash League Cricket
10:30 Crime Investigation Australia
11:50 The Clown And The Candyman
12:50 Boy To Man
2:00 TBA
4:00 NBC Today
5:00 Seven Early News
5:30 Sunrise

6:00 Sunrise; 9:00 The Morning Show; 
11:30 Seven Morning News; 12:00 
Swept Up By Christmas; 2:00 Kochie’s 
Business Builders; 2:30 Travel and Eat 
with Dan & Steph; 3:00 The Chase; 
4:00 Seven News At 4; 5:00 The Chase 
Australia
6:00 Seven News
7:00 Big Bash League Cricket
10:30 Disasters At Sea
11:30 The Clown And The Candy-
man
12:30 Fantasy Island
1:30 Beach Cops
2:00 TBA
2:30 Home Shopping
3:00 TBA
4:00 NBC Today
5:00 Seven Early News
5:30 Sunrise

6:00 Today; 9:00 Today Extra Sum-
mer; 11:30 Nine’s Morning News; 12:00 
Christmas A La Carte; 1:45 Explore; 
2:00 Pointless; 3:00 Tipping Point; 4:00 
Millionaire Hot Seat; 5:00 Nine’s After-
noon News
6:00 Nine News
7:00 A Current Affair
7:30 Country Home Rescue With 
Shaynna Blaze
8:30 Dream Listing Byron Bay
9:30 Escape To The Chateau
10:30 Family Law
11:20 The Thing About Pam
12:10 Tipping Point
1:05 Great Australian Detour
1:30 Tv Shop - Home Shopping 
4:00 Believer’s Voice Of Victory
4:30 A Current Affair
5:00 Nine News Early Edition

6:00 Today; 9:00 Today Extra Summer; 
11:30 Nine’s Morning News; 12:00 Fall-
ing In Love At Christmas; 1:50 Explore; 
2:00 Pointless; 3:00 Tipping Point; 4:00 
Millionaire Hot Seat; 5:00 Nine’s After-
noon News
6:00 Nine News
7:00 A Current Affair
7:30 Great Getaways
8:30 Paramedics
9:30 Police After Dark
10:30 Emergency Call
11:20 Pure Genius
12:10 Tipping Point 
1:30 Tv Shop - Home Shopping
4:00 Believer’s Voice Of Victory
4:30 A Current Affair 
5:00 Nine News Early Edition
5:30 Today
  

6:00 The Talk; 7:00 Entertainment To-
night Encore; 7:30 Judge Judy; 8:00 10 
News First; 8:30 Studio 10; 12:00 Dr 
Phil; 1:00 Jamie; 2:00 Entertainment 
Tonight; 2:30 Good Chef Bad Chef; 
3:00 Judge Judy; 3:30 Freshly Picked 
With Simon Toohey; 4:00 Farm To Fork; 
4:30 Jamie’s Easy Meals For Every 
Day; 5:00 10 News First
6:30 The Project
7:30 The Dog House Australia
9:30 Mission Impossible III 
11:30 The Project Encore
12:30 The Late Show With Stephen 
Colbert
1:30 Home Shopping
4:30 CBS Mornings

6:00 My Market Kitchen; 6:30 Jamie’s 
Easy Meals For Every Day; 7:00 Enter-
tainment Tonight Encore; 7:30 Judge 
Judy; 8:00 10 News First; 8:30 Studio 
10; 12:00 Dr Phil; 1:00 Jamie; 2:00 
Entertainment Tonight; 2:30 Good 
Chef Bad Chef; 3:00 Judge Judy; 3:30 
Freshly Picked With Simon Toohey; 
4:00 Farm To Fork; 4:30 Jamie’s Easy 
Meals For Every Day; 5:00 10 News 
First
6:30 The Project
7:30 Jamie’s One Pan Christmas
8:30 Mission Impossible - Ghost 
Protocol
11:10 Law & Order
2:00 The Project Encore
3:00 The Late Show With Stephen 
Colbert
4:00 Home Shopping

5:00 World News; 9:00 Peer To Peer; 
9:30 Music Of The Brain; 10:30 Barkley 
Manor; 12:00 BBC News at Ten; 12:30 
ABC World News Tonight with David 
Muir; 1:00 PBS NewsHour; 2:00 Sav-
ing Lives At Sea; 3:00 The Interviewer; 
3:15 Luke Nguyen’s Railway Vietnam; 
3:45 The Cook Up With Adam Liaw; 
4:15 The World’s Most Scenic Railway 
Journeys; 5:05 Jeopardy; 5:30 Letters 
And Numbers
6:00 Mastermind
6:30 SBS World News
7:35 The Toys That Built The World
8:30 The Airport
9:25 Tokyo Vice 
10:30 SBS World News Late
11:00 Dignity
12:00 The Night Manager
12:55 Shadow Lines

5:00 World News; 9:00 Cook Up With 
Adam Liaw Bitesize; 9:10 Peer To 
Peer; 10:10 Inside Aldi At Christmas; 
11:00 Barkley Manor; 12:00 BBC News 
at Ten; 12:30 ABC World News Tonight 
with David Muir; 1:00 PBS NewsHour; 
2:00 Saving Lives At Sea; 3:00 Be My 
Brother; 3:10 Luke Nguyen’s Railway 
Vietnam; 3:40 The Cook Up With Adam 
Liaw; 4:10 Inside Harrods At Christ-
mas; 5:05 Jeopardy; 5:30 Letters And 
Numbers
6:00 Mastermind
6:30 SBS World News
7:35 World’s Most Scenic Railway 
Journeys
8:30 Coastal Ireland With Adrian Dunbar
9:30 War Of The Worlds 
10:25 SBS World News Late
10:55 Ethnic Business Awards 2022

5:00 World News; 9:00 Cook Up With 
Adam Liaw Bitesize; 9:10 Peer To Peer; 
10:10 Patrizio Buanne; 12:00 BBC 
News at Ten; 12:30 ABC World News 
Tonight with David Muir; 1:00 PBS 
NewsHour; 2:00 Cook Up With Adam 
Liaw Bitesize; 2:10 Patrizio Buanne; 
3:10 The Cook Up With Adam Liaw; 
3:40 The Supervet; 4:35 Jeopardy; 
5:00 Letters And Numbers; 5:30 Mas-
termind
6:30 SBS World News
7:35 Engineering Reborn
8:30 Inside Central Station
9:25 Then And Now - The River 
Thames
10:20 SBS World News Late
11:50 Gomorrah
1:55 The Kimberley Cruise
4:40 Bamay

5:00 World News; 9:00 Cook Up With 
Adam Liaw Bitesize; 9:05 Blue Water 
Safari; 10:05 The World From Above; 
11:05 Paul O’grady For The Love Of 
Dogs Xmas; 12:00 BBC News at Ten; 
12:30 ABC World News Tonight with 
David Muir; 1:00 PBS NewsHour; 2:00 
ISU Figure Skating Grand Prix Italy; 
3:30 Cycling; 4:30 The Untold Story Of 
Australian Wrestling; 4:35 Wrestling; 
4:40 Wonderful World Of Chocolate 
Christmas; 5:30 Europe’s Greatest 
Train Journeys 
6:30 SBS World News
7:30 Freddie Mercury - The Great Pretender
9:10 Silent Night - A Song For The World
10:45 Celebrity Letters And Numbers
11:45 Dolly Parton
1:15 The Indian Pacific: The Full 
Journey

5:00 World News; 9:00 Cook Up With 
Adam Liaw Bitesize; 9:10 Blue Water 
Safari ; 10:05 The World From Above; 
10:40 A World Of Calm; 11:05 Paul 
O’grady For The Love Of Dogs Xmas; 
12:00 APAC Weekly; 12:30 France 24 
English News; 1:00 Speedweek 2022; 
3:00 ISU Figure Skating Grand Prix 
Italy; 4:30 The Luxury Christmas Deco-
rators; 5:30 Europe’s Greatest Train 
Journeys
6:30 SBS World News
7:30 Dean Martin
8:35 Uri Geller’s Secret Treasures
11:05 Amy
12:25 All Is Bright
1:40 The Indian Pacific
4:45 Bamay

5:00 World News; 9:00 Cook Up With 
Adam Liaw Bitesize; 9:10 Peer To 
Peer; 10:10 Legacy List; 11:15 Great 
Canal Journeys; 12:10 BBC Weekend 
News; 12:30 ABC World News Tonight 
with David Muir; 1:00 Al Jazeera News 
Hour; 2:00 En’ Coda; 3:20 A World Of 
Calm; 3:45 The Cook Up With Adam 
Liaw; 4:15 The Wonderful World Of 
Chocolate; 5:05 Jeopardy; 5:30 Letters 
And Numbers
6:00 Mastermind
6:30 SBS World News
7:30 Celebrity Letters And Numbers
8:30 24 Hours In Emergency
9:30 Secrets Of Playboy
10:20 Battle Of Alcatraz
11:10 Reunions
12:05 The A Word
2:20 Hunt For The Wilderpeople

5:00 World News; 9:00 Cook Up With 
Adam Liaw Bitesize; 9:05 Peer To Peer; 
10:05 Legacy List; 11:05 Great Canal 
Journeys; 12:00 BBC News at Ten; 
12:30 ABC World News Tonight with 
David Muir; 1:00 PBS NewsHour; 3:00 
Cook Up With Adam Liaw Bitesize; 3:05 
Saving Lives At Sea; 4:10 Child Genius 
Australia; 4:15 The Wonderful World Of 
Chocolate; 5:05 Jeopardy; 5:30 Letters 
And Numbers; 6:00 Mastermind
6:30 SBS World News
7:30 Who Do You Think You Are?
8:30 Some Kind Of Heaven
10:00 The Artist’s View
10:30 SBS World News Late
11:00 Cheyenne & Lola
12:00 Unit One
4:15 Going Places With Ernie Dingo
4:45 Destination Flavour Down 

6:00 News Breakfast; 9:00 ABC News 
Mornings; 10:00 Nigella’s Cook, Eat, 
Repeat Christmas Special; 11:00 TBA; 
12:00 ABC News At Noon; 1:00 Belgra-
via; 1:45 Doc Martin; 2:50 Gardening 
Australia; 3:55 Long Lost Family; 4:40 
Back Roads;:10 QI; 5:40 Hard Quiz
6:10 Grand Designs New Zealand
7:00 ABC News
7:30 All Creatures Great And Small 
Christmas Special
8:25 Vera
9:55 Troppo
10:55 Adam Hills
11:40 rage
5:00 rage

 

6:00 rage; 7:00 Weekend Breakfast; 
9:00 rage; 10:30 rage Christmas Spe-
cial; 12:00 ABC News At Noon; 12:30 
Vera; 2:00 Midsomer Murders; 3:30 
Wallace And Gromit; 4:00 Shaun The 
Sheep; 4:30 Bluey; 4:40 Paddington
6:10 Extraordinary Escapes
7:00 ABC News
7:30 Doc Martin
8:20 Shetland
9:20 Midsomer Murders
10:50 Jackie
12:25 rage Christmas Special

 

6:00 rage Christmas Special; 9:00 ABC 
News On Christmas Day; 9:30 The 
Pope’s Christmas Mass 2022; 11:30 
Compass; 12:00 ABC News At Noon; 
12:30 Maggie Beer’s Christmas Feast; 
1:00 Southern Ocean Live; 2:30 Robin 
Hood; 4:10 Paddington 2; 5:50 Bluey
6:00 Meet The Penguins
7:00 ABC News On Christmas Day
7:30 TBA
9:40 Miss Fisher And The Crypt Of 
Tears
11:20 Christmas Cabaret
1:40 The Heights
2:40 rage
4:00 Classic Countdown
5:00 Think Tank 

6:00 Escape From The City; 7:00 News 
Breakfast; 10:00 TBA; 12:00 ABC 
News At Noon; 1:00 Vera; 2:30 Mad As 
Hell Does Hard Quiz; 3:05 Long Lost 
Family; 4:00 The Royal Edinburgh Mili-
tary Tattoo 2022; 5:30 TBA
7:00 ABC News
7:30 Doc Martin Christmas Special
8:40 Movie
10:15 Our Dementia Choir
11:15 The Detectives
12:10 The Australian Soul With 
Geraldine Doogue
1:10 Operation Buffalo
2:05 Total Control
2:55 rage
4:30 Barrie Cassidy’s One Plus One
5:00 Think Tank

6:00 Escape From The City; 7:00 News 
Breakfast; 10:00 Kurt Fearnley’s One 
Plus One; 10:30 Dream Gardens; 11:00 
Restoration Australia; 12:00 ABC News 
At Noon; 1:00 Shetland; 2:00 Agatha 
Raisin; 2:55 Gardening Australia; 3:55 
Long Lost Family; 4:40 Back Roads; 
5:10 QI; 5:40 Hard Quiz
6:10 Grand Designs New Zealand
7:00 ABC News
7:30 Julia Zemiro’s Home Delivery
8:00 Anh’s Brush With Fame
8:30 Love On The Spectrum
9:25 Louis Theroux
10:25 Summer Love
11:35 Our Dementia Choir
12:30 The Detectives
1:30 Agatha Raisin
2:20 Parkinson In Australia
3:15 rage

6:00 News Breakfast; 9:00 ABC News 
Mornings; 10:00 The Great Accel-
eration; 11:00 Australia Remastered; 
12:00 ABC News At Noon; 1:00 Christ-
mas Cabaret; 2:00 Call The Midwife; 
3:00 Gardening Australia; 3:55 Long 
Lost Family; 4:45 Back Roads; 5:10 QI; 
5:45 Hard Quiz
6:10 Grand Designs New Zealand
7:00 ABC News
7:30 7.30
8:00 Mad As Hell Does Hard Quiz
8:35 TBA
9:35 Would I Lie To You At Christmas?
10:05 Adam Hills
10:45 Death In Paradise
11:45 Silent Witness
1:45 Parkinson In Australia
2:30 Ask The Doctor
3:00 rage

6:00 News Breakfast; 9:00 ABC News 
Mornings; 10:00 Australian Story; 
10:35 That Pacific Sports Show; 11:05 
The Wimbledon Kidnapping; 12:00 
ABC News At Noon; 1:00 Would I Lie 
To You At Christmas?; 1:30 Call The 
Midwife; 3:00 Gardening Australia; 3:55 
Long Lost Family; 4:45 Back Roads; 
5:10 QI; 5:45 Hard Quiz
6:10 Grand Designs New Zealand
7:00 ABC News
7:30 7.30
8:00 You Can’t Ask That
8:40 Dino Apocalypse With David 
Attenborough
9:30 Secrets of Althorp with Charles Spencer
10:20 Movin’ To The Country
10:50 Love On The Spectrum
11:45 EXPOSED - The Case Of 
Keli Lane



www.murraypioneer.com.au   Wednesday, December 21, 2022   NEWS 31 

ARIES (March 21st - April 20th)
Your knack for energising other people will be appreciated this week.  
You will not be in the mood to be messed about, and will make sure that 
everything gets done.  Romance.  The Moon/Ceres Midpoint presently in your 
sign should make you even more sensitive to your partner’s needs than usual.

TAURUS (April 21st - May 21st)
Don’t do things based on emotions, against your better judgement.  You 
need to think your plans through carefully and ask the advice of your friends 
before you jump into anything.  Romance.  A dream about your partner will 
not bear much relationship to real life.  In some ways, they are better in real 
life than in your dream!

GEMINI (May 22nd - June 21st)
Helping a coworker could take much longer than you expect this week.  You 
may be tempted to mind your own business in future!  Romance.  You may 
get a little frustrated if the people around you have less energy than you do.  
You will be rearing to get things done, and will not want to be held back.

CANCER (June 22nd - July 23rd)
Don’t let yourself to be caught off guard.  Some recent changes to the way 
you work will have much more of an impact than you realised.  Romance.  A 
favourable aspect to Venus will make you think much more seriously about 
your relationship.  A meeting later in the week may be more productive than 
you expect.

LEO (July 24th - August 23rd)
A remark made by a colleague may surprise you.  You may not know this 
person quite as well as you think!  There are more surprises in store, so be 
prepared.  Romance.  Provided you can come down to earth a little, this will 
be an extremely exciting week.  Be careful not to say the wrong thing at the 
wrong moment, however.

VIRGO (August 24th - September 23rd)
Finding a photograph may help to bring back memories of when you were 
a child.  Your experiences from this time will help you to solve a problem in 
the present, but you shouldn’t get too bogged down thinking about the 
past.  Romance.  A favourable aspect to Neptune may make you a little too 
sensitive at times.

LIBRA (September 24th - October 23rd)
Be clear in your own mind about what you want to do.  Otherwise, you could 
be too easily influenced by the people around you, who may not have your 
best interests at heart.  Romance.  A subtle compliment from a friend will 
mean more than meets the eye.  Don’t let this go without comment!

SCORPIO (October 24th - November 22nd)
It may seem as though you are having to compromise your beliefs in order 
to fit in with other people.  Try to see things from their point of view: there 
may be more truth in it than you would like to admit.  Romance.  You may 
become a little insecure because of something that your partner says.  Don’t 
over-react to this.

SAGITTARIUS (November 23rd - December 21st)
Changes are coming up, and you will have to keep a clear head to decide 
on the best course of action.  Use your intuition to decide how you feel about 
an alternative plan which you are not entirely happy with.  Romance.  A 
person who strikes up a conversation with you may have more on their mind 
than a simple chat.

CAPRICORN (December 22nd - January 20th)
A challenging aspect to Jupiter will help to give your confidence a boost, 
just when you need it most.  You will need courage to stick up for what you 
believe is right this week.  Romance.  This will be a good time for making the 
first move in a new relationship.  You know what you are looking for.

AQUARIUS (January 21st - February 19th)
You have been hoping to find out more about a particular subject that 
interests you.  You will shortly be exploring this in depth with a friend whose 
experience in this area will point you in the right direction.  Romance.  Your 
positive mood will rub off on the people around you.  You will soon get more 
than you bargained for, however: don’t be too cocky!

PISCES (February 20th - March 20th)
Contact with a person whom you haven’t seen for several years will be the 
first stage in a reconciliation between you.  Take things one step at a time.  
Romance.  This will be a splendid time for relaxing with your partner.  A trip 
later in the week will give you a chance to enjoy each other’s company.

December 2022 Horoscopes: week 4

SUDOKU

Each number 
only appears 
once in each 
row, column 

and 3 x 3 box.

To solve a sudoku puzzle, fill the 
empty cells with the numbers 1 to 9 

9 5 

3 6 1 2 7 9 

4 9 

8 5 2 

5 1 8 6 

3 1 2 

7 9 

2 9 5 6 3 4 

7 4 

1 9 6 7 5 3 8 4 2 
4 3 7 8 2 1 6 5 9 
8 2 5 6 4 9 1 7 3 
3 7 8 9 1 2 4 6 5 
9 5 4 3 6 8 7 2 1 
2 6 1 4 7 5 9 3 8 
6 1 3 5 9 4 2 8 7 
7 8 2 1 3 6 5 9 4 
5 4 9 2 8 7 3 1 6 

To solve a Sudoku puzzle, each row, 
column, and 3 x 3 box must contain 
the numbers 1 to 9, exactly once.  
You can not have the same number 
appear more than once in any row,  
column or box.

Solution No. 34

 No. 35

Level of  
Difficulty:  



9 5 

3 6 1 2 7 9 

4 9 

8 5 2 

5 1 8 6 

3 1 2 

7 9 

2 9 5 6 3 4 

7 4 

1 9 6 7 5 3 8 4 2 
4 3 7 8 2 1 6 5 9 
8 2 5 6 4 9 1 7 3 
3 7 8 9 1 2 4 6 5 
9 5 4 3 6 8 7 2 1 
2 6 1 4 7 5 9 3 8 
6 1 3 5 9 4 2 8 7 
7 8 2 1 3 6 5 9 4 
5 4 9 2 8 7 3 1 6 

To solve a Sudoku puzzle, each row, 
column, and 3 x 3 box must contain 
the numbers 1 to 9, exactly once.  
You can not have the same number 
appear more than once in any row,  
column or box.

Solution No. 34

 No. 35

Level of  
Difficulty:  



No.408

Solution No. 407
Level of Difficulty:

Easy

A full range of crossword and sudoko magazines are available from the  
Loxton Newsagency East Terrace, Loxton - Phone 8584 7750

C
r
o
s
s
w
o
r
d 

ANGEL
ANNOUNCEMENT
BASEBALL
BATTLE
BEAMS
BEETLES
BELOW
BITES
BLACK
BORING

BRUSH
BUSHES
DISCO
DOUBT
DRUMS
EDGED
ELVES
ERASE
EVENLY
EVIDENTLY

FINAL
FLAPS
FRIED
FROWN
GEESE
GENERAL
GIFTS
HILLS
INVESTIGATE
ISLANDS

ITSELF
KINGS
LIKED
LIVER
OASIS
OBSERVE
PEELS
PENCE
READY
REPORT
RESTS
RULES
SEIZE
SLEEK
SMILE
SPEAR
TOAST
TOUGH
VENUS
WASN’T
WHEREAS

How many words can you find?

Last Week’s Solution

Word search

LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION

William Possingham - 2/1/2011
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SALE Event.
Your Move.

Sorento
Sport+ AWD
From

$ 61,490 A Drive
Away

Riverland Kia
 

1 East Tce Loxton SA 5333
 

W riverlandkia.com.au  T (08) 8584 7262
 

MVD 280887

Offers end 30th November 2022, or while stocks last. Offers available on new vehicles and for private buyers only. Vehicles must be
purchased and delivered between 1 October and 30 November 2022. Premium Paint at additional cost. Kia reserves the right to change,
supersede or extend these offers. A. Recommended drive away price for XXXXX. For warranty terms & conditions visit kia.com.au/
warranty
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the

Answers on page 42

QUIZ MASTER
BROUGHT TO YOU BY

TOM TRIFONOFF

1. In a Thanksgiving episode on TV’s “Friends”, what 
dish did Monica have to make for Ross? 

2. What are witches known to fly through the sky on? 

3. When the Easter Bunny made his fi rst appearance at 
the White House egg roll who was U.S. President? 

4. What musical instrument is the symbol of Ireland? 

5. What food did the Christian church ban during lent 
that helped lead to its popularity on Easter? 

6. How many golden rings are given in the “Twelve Days 
of Christmas” song? 

7. What red and white striped candy is often associated 
with Christmas? 

8. Which Hollywood actor played six different roles in 
The Polar Express? 

9. What is the largest country in South America? 

10. True or false, the North Pole has no land? 

11. Which Walt Disney World Resort in Florida has areas/
lands called World Celebration, World Discovery, 
World Nature and World Showcase? 

12. In 1885 Tsar Alexander III gave his wife a jewelled 
Easter egg made by which design fi rm? 

13. Which lake is famously referred to as the ‘Jewel of 
the Italian Lakes’? 

14. Germany’s flag is made up of what three colours?  

15. Which US city is referred to as ‘the Windy City’?  

16. What is the scientifi c name for the Northern Lights? 

17. Pumpkins are made up of 90% what substance? 

18. In which American city can you visit a replica of the 
Eiffel Tower, the Pyramid of Giza and a Venice canal? 

19. Which Greek God has been immortalised in a statue 
that you can visit in Olympia? 

20. Victoria Falls is a waterfall on which Southern 
African river? 

21. GoldenEye is a hotel and former residence of author 
Ian Fleming on which Caribbean island?  

22. Which London bridge spans 800ft in length and has 
two towers that are each 213ft tall?

23. In the song “Frosty the Snowman,” what made Frosty 
come to life? 

24. What is the nickname for the bell of the clock at the 
end of the Palace of Westminster? 

25. What Christmas-themed ballet premiered in Saint 
Petersburg, Russia in 1892? 

26. What is the number one tourist attraction in the 
United States? 

27. What is the flattest country in Europe? 

28. Which Christmas food is it considered good luck to 
eat one of on each of the 12 days of Christmas? 

29. In which city is the world famous Copacabana 
beach? 

30. Why are candy canes shaped like shepherd’s canes? 

31. What is the largest art museum in the world? 

32. Three days before Easter is referred to as what? 

33. Which pink flower that grows on trees brings 
thousands of visitors to Japan annually when in full 
bloom? 

34. What two countries popularized Halloween costumes 
for trick-or-treating?

35. Who wrote and sang the 1980s hit “Boys of 
Summer”?

36. Which landmark is located on the south bank of the 
Yamuna river in the city of Agra? 

37. What is the name of the large freshwater lake in the 
Sierra Nevada Mountains, straddling the border of 
California and Nevada? 

38. What country’s flag is white with a big red circle? 

39. Rice is the main ingredient in which popular Spanish 
dish? 

40. Why couldn’t Ralphie have a bb gun in A Christmas 
Story? 

41. What is the brand of beer whose consumption more 
than doubles on St. Patrick’s Day? 

42. In the song Twelve Days of Christmas, what is given 
on the 7th day? 

43. True or False: It is unheard of in Italy to eat chicken 
with pasta? 

44. Which capital city was the centre for the Easter 
Rising (also known as the Easter Rebellion) against 
British rule in 1916? 

45. Which tropical Indonesian island, east of Java is 
a popular holiday destination with over 1 million 
tourists annually? 

46. Which vitamin do you get from sunshine? 

47. What does the SPF on sunscreen stand for? 

48. Before they were used as a flying disc, Frisbees were 
originally invented as what household item? 

49. What is the most popular cocktail in the U.S.? 

50. What is the number one tourist attraction in 
Australia? 

BONUS 
QUESTION:

Which sports league has played a game on Christmas Day almost 
every year since its inception in 1946? Answer in the January 4th 
edition of the Murray Pioneer

mega holiday quizedition
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CHRISTMAS greetings to all the readers. 
Yes, the time has come when I sit at the 
desk and say ‘where did that year go?’ 
and ‘what can I bring to you this week?’.

Where do I start? So much comes 
into my mind. Throughout the year many 
important decisions have been made for 
councils, schools, hospitals, committees, 
history groups and service organisa-
tions throughout the region. I trust they 
were positive for you and made with the 
full support of residents and the com-
munities. This year, 2022, has brought 
our communities together and made us 
much stronger, coping with the Covid 19 
pandemic. As the year has progressed we 
have been wondering what will happen 
when the extra water comes down the 
River Murray. Well, we are seeing that now 
and there are many more concerns than 
we may have thought a few months ago. 
When times are tough we stick together, 
so well done to our regional communities 
for their perseverance to continue with 
Christmas festivities, Santa’s Cave, street 
beautification, popular markets, and 
Carols by Candlelight continuing to bring 
joy and happiness to people.

It was sad to learn that the Mt Mary 
Senior Citizens Hall, recently given new life 
as an Op Shop for the region, has been 
destroyed in a fire. The Op Shop was prov-
ing to be popular in the community and 
had regular customers from other areas.

The Waikerie Rotary Club Christmas 
Market was a great success last weekend. 
Thanks to all the many various stallhold-
ers for their attendance. The food stalls 
were kept busy all day, as were the ice 
cream, slushies and coffee machines. 
Having the event at the Civic Centre gar-
dens again was a popular decision. To 
have the 26-bell mobile carillon musical 
machine at the market was a highlight 
and enjoyed by all. Thanks to Vin and Mary 
Dowd, who last week took the mobile caril-
lon to Renmark to perform at Lotsa Pots.

 
Some exiting news for Waikerie: Thanks 

to Chris and Kellie Mibus, we now have 
a new coffee shop in Francis Street that 
was opened last week. It is the HeBrews 
Coffee Co, and Chris will be happy to wel-
come you there.

Waikerie Santa’s Cave is open daily from 
10am-4pm until Christmas Eve with Santa 
in residence. At the weekend it was a very 
popular event with families and we give 
thanks to the committee and volunteers 
who make this possible. You have to physi-
cally be there to fully appreciate Santa’s 
Cave, as was evident by the reactions. It 
takes you to another warm and fuzzy place.

Have you called in at the Rain Moth 
Gallery recently? If not, take the time to 

see the Christmas tree trail display at the 
gallery’s rear, plus the current exhibition 
by Riverland students, from reception to 
year 10. This exhibition will be on display 
throughout school holidays, until January 
30, 2023.

At this sad time our community shares 
the loss of little Cyrus with his parents 
Matt and Bec Buck, siblings Noah, 
Summer, Maddison, and much-loved fam-
ily members.

We extend sincere sympathy to the fam-
ily of Judith Dixon, including her husband 
Robert, upon her recent passing. Our 
thoughts are also with the family of former 
resident Garnet Kuchel upon his recent 
passing, including his wife Ngari.

The community gives thanks to the 
organising group behind the special 
presentation of Carols by Candlelight at 
Waikerie recently. Thanks to pastor Julian 
Bayha and deputy mayor Clive Matthews, 
MC Mark Doecke, and Chris Mibus. It 
was a celebration of a community coming 
together. Special mention to the recently 
reformed Waikerie Singers Group, primary 
schools and the local Fijian singers who 
were spectacular and were warmly wel-
comed by all.

Here is a special diary date for early 
2023: On Monday, February 6, Adelaide 
Football Club members will be in Waikerie 
for an Adelaide Crows Riverland Supporters 
dinner at the Waikerie Club. Have you got a 
new diary? If so, write it in now.

Thanks to all those Riverland residents 
who have taken the time to contact me in 
the past year with messages and thanks. I 
am here for you and if I can help you I will. 
I have enjoyed the challenge and sharing 
your messages. This year we have seen 
much tragedy and sadness with music 
celebrities passing, plus our beloved 
Queen Elizabeth. We have reached out to 
each other – may that continue. Let us 
give thanks for the Christmas story, for a 
baby in a manger, and I extend to each of 
you and your loved ones the blessings of 
Christmas. As we turn the page on 2022 
and approach 2023, may you all have 
love, peace and good health.

Thought for the week:
Love came down at Christmas, wrapped 

in the birth of the infant Jesus.
- Maria Fontaine

KEEPING IN  
TOUCH WITH  
GWEN  
WEBBER

gwenwebber21@gmail.com

A POPULAR country music singer and 
charity founder says his recent trip to three 
local schools has left him “in awe” of the 
resilience displayed by students.

X-Factor runner-up Jason Owen visited 
Moorook, Ramco and Blanchetown primary 
schools as part of a now-annual road trip 
delivering toys and a motivational talk for 
his charity, Doin it for Rural Aussie Kids.

“Due to the flooding, a lot of kids and 
their families are on edge right now,” said 
Owen.

“Some kids told me they were now so 
scared of water that they didn’t want to get 
into a bath or shower anymore which was 
heartbreaking to hear.

“I told kids that it’s comforting to know 
that they have the support of people around 
them as small communities always rally 
together and support each other during 
hard times.

“I was glad I was able to give these kids 
something to smile about with our gifts.

“A lot of the teachers expressed their 
thanks, particularly as some of these 
kids won’t get presents otherwise due to 
their parents going through hard times.” 
This year the singer drove through five 
states of Australia accompanied by his 
mum Pat covering more than 10,000km in 
just over two weeks.

Owen said he tries to motivate kids by 

letting them know they can do anything 
they put their mind to.

“Just because you live in a small place 
you can still achieve great things,” he said.

“I grew up as the only child in a tiny 
town of just 12 people in Albert, New 
South Wales, however I never let the isola-
tion hold me back from making my dreams 
of an entertainment career a reality.”

This year Owen also spoke to children 
about the importance of physical and men-
tal health, having recently lost 29kg that he 
said “turned around” his life.

This year he will donate all proceeds 
from his new EP, It’s Christmas Time, 
back to his charity.

Country music star ‘in awe’ of our resilient kids

Jason Owen 
with Moorook 

Primary School 
students Aynsley, 
Eden, Sam, Belle, 

Charlotte, Caleb 
and Kirrielee. 

The headbands 
were part of the 

presents students 
received from the 

visiting singer.

Country music singer and charity founder Jason Owen 
at Blanchetown Primary School recently. It was one 

of three local schools he called into. PHOTOS: supplied

Ramco Primary School captains Tessa (left) and Bella 
with Australian country music singer Jason Owen, who 

visited the school recently.

WINNERS of the 2023 TSA Songwriter 
Salute Awards will be announced at the 
Longyard Hotel in Tamworth on January 17, 
at 7pm, during the awards concert.

Also announced on the night will be the 
Tamworth Songwriters Association 2023 
Songmaker Awardee, and 2023 Songwriters 
Salute Tex Morton Award recipient.

Alt Country: Built Like Us – Felicity 
Dowd; Can’t Bring Back the Dead – Billie 
Copeland / Peta Cherae Peters; Fly To You 
– Patrick Kenny / Kelsey Berrington; The 
Cattle Truck – Jo Caseley; When She Gets 
Home – Blake Dantier, Michael Carpenter.

Country Ballad (John and Judy Martin 
Commemorative Award): California – Ian 
Burns; Don’t Say When – Blake Dantier; 
My Turn Now – Della Harris / Clive Young; 
Red Wine and Blue – Emily Hatton; Take 
The Wheel – Craig Lloyd / David Carter, 
Merelyn Carter.

Country Rock: Follow My Road – Lily 
Grace / Kirsti Manna / Chaise Flanders; Out 
Of My Hands – Willow; Right Down To The 
Wire – Lindsay Waddington / Allan Caswell; 
Truth Juice – Della Harris / Clive Young; Wish 
You Were My Beer – Blake Dantier.

Traditional (Eric Watson Commemorative 
Award): Big Bandy – Virginia Hermel; 
Crumbling Stones – Lola Brinton / Graham 
Howle; The Apron – Vickiree Melouney / 
Angus Gill; The Legend of The Lamp – Matt 
Scullion; This Little Town – Roger Corbett.

Bluegrass: Not That Kind of Girl – 
Anita Spring / Allan Caswell / Lindsay 
Waddington; Sitting Pretty – Amy Ryan, M 
Stripp, J Mize, McCaw, L Milner; Stranger 
in My Home – Dave Diprose; Until This 
Song Ends – Lindsay Waddington / Allan 
Caswell; When Your Lies Come Down – 
David Javier / Sandy Louise.

Bush Ballad (Bev Daniel Commemorative 
Award): In the Warrego – Andrew Ryan; 
Long Way Round – Peter Coad; The Dinner 
Tree – Terry Bennetts; The Goobragandra 
Packhorse Man – Brian Stitt; Waler – Peter 
Monaghan.

Comedy/Novelty (Geoff Mack 
Commemorative Award): I Don’t Drink 
Anymore – Lindsay Waddington / Allan 
Caswell; If You Can’t Beat ’Em – Justin 
Standley; Modern Day Country Song – Mark 
Rigney; Santa’s In My Family – Shelly Jones 
/ Lester Treuer; Wrong – Blake Dantier.

Country Blues: A Little Faith – Cathy 
Dobson; Cheat on Me – Cathy Dobson; 
Empty – Shelly Jones / Lester Treuer; Keep 
the Rhythm in Me – Andy Penkow; Must 
Have Been the Wine – Della Harris / Clive 
Young.

Gospel/Spiritual (Britton Morrison 
Commemorative Award): God Knows – Clayton 
Saunders; Hear The Angels – Shaza Butler; 
Judgement Day – Peter McDonald; Love Me – 

Rae Leigh; Train Of Love – Stan Lenz.
Local Heroes: 1942 – Peter Coad / V. 

Hermel; Free Again – Karen Law; Gallipoli 
– Peter Monaghan; Stories in my Blood 
– Amy Ryan / M McCaw / M Stripp / G 
Carrfoot / L Milner; The Goobragandra 
Packhorse Man – Brian Stitt.

Lyrics Only: Ghosts of Cobb and Co – 
Helen Harvey; Not Gone – Allan West; 
Saddle There For Me – Christine Eccleston / 
Luke Austen; Ten Acres out of Town – Kevin 
Pye; When the Brumbies come to Water – 
Kevin Pye.

New Songwriter: Burning – Sari Abbott;  
Consider Me Gone – Chloe Styler; Handle It 
– Felicity Dowd; Let It All Roll Out – Billie–
Jo Porter / Rachael Kennedy; My Side of 
Town – Paul Ricketts.

Novice (Garry Koehler Commemorative 
Award): A Country Song – Brian Murray; 
One for Sorrow – Allan West / Ren Kyder; 
One Horse – Allan West / Ren Kyder; Our 
Fallen Heroes – Brian Murray / Jeanne 
Murray; The Fencing Line – Mark Griffin.

Youth (John P Toomey Commemorative 
Award): Gem Gem – Amy Ryan; Hard 
Working Man (Needs a Beer) – Mackenzie 
Lee Hall; I’m Off To Tamworth – Jake 
Murdoch; Like a Bull Rider – Mackenzie 
Lee Hall; You and I – Dennis Comino.

q     q     q     q     q
I felt like I had received an early Christmas 

gift when Anna Rose phoned as I was compil-
ing this column.

She contacted me to let me know that she 
finally has the biography, Chad Morgan 
OAM – 70 Years In The Making in her hot lit-
tle hands, after many setbacks (and tears).

What bad timing for her, as I doubt that 
those who pre-ordered and paid for books 
will get them before Christmas. Australia Post 
aren’t magicians, especially at their busiest 
time of the year.

Even though I am hanging out for this book, 
I’ll be happy whenever it arrives. For inquiries 
regarding purchasing Chad’s biography email 
the following: chadmorganbook@gmail.com.

q     q     q     q     q
To my readers, I wish you a Merry 

Christmas, stay safe over the Christmas/New 
Year period. If travelling always be alert, and 
if you need to have an alcoholic drink please 
use a designated driver.

For those affected by the floods, and this 
includes our truck drivers and others who have 
been working non-stop to try and save our 
river towns from the flooding, I hope you have 
some special relaxing time with your families.

By
ROBYN
MCINTOSH

MY KIND OF COUNTRY

Congratulations to songwriter awards finalists
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Over 38,000 Frost Fans SOLD Worldwide!

Model 2430 Tri-Blade
49 dB at 300 Metres
55 dB at 150 Metres

4.7 Minute Rotation Time
Lowest Fuel Consumption

Highest Volume of Airflow, Thrust &
Wind Momentum 

ORCell
Remotely Control & Monitor Frost Fans

Anywhere in the World with Internet Access
Remote Start & Stop
Adjust Temperature
Monitor Fuel Tanks

Reduce Labor Costs & Increase Efficiency

Mildura, Griffith, Renmark, Swan Hill & Berri

James Baird  0428 839 180
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V6

at your  
fingertips

SA Farmer

safarmer.com.au

Subscribe 
online today 

for FREE!

office@murraypioneer.com.au  |  8586 8000

ALEXANDRA BULL 
and PAUL MITCHELL
COLES Berr i  rock  Carol ine 
Eichenberger has been named one 
of the supermarket giant’s 12 most 
popular employees in Australia.

Coles used a customer survey 
tool to recognise and celebrate its 
“service superstars” this Christmas, 
sorting through 45,000 customer 
comments.

Ms Eichenberger, a fixture at 
Coles Berri for 20 years, said cus-
tomer interaction and working as 
part of a team were her favourite 
parts of the job.

“I love it here,” she said. “I enjoy 
talking to customers and because 
I’ve been here for 20 years, you get 
to see (customers’) kids grow up.

“So, you get to have that bond 
with them, and a lot of the elderly 
customers as well.

“We’ve also got a great team and 
great management, so that makes it a 
pleasure to work here.

“Everyone is mates… and it’s like 
one big family.”

Clearly, customers appreciate Ms 
Eichenberger too, with feedback 
including comments like:

“Caroline was very helpful – always 
ready to help in packing bags or help-

ing customers with their queries.”
Over the years Ms Eichenberger 

has received numerous gifts from 
grateful customers, including knit-
ted items for her children. She said 
it was “humbling” to be recognised 
via the survey, known as TellColes.

Her work colleague, officer in 
charge Bronwyn McDonald, has been 
at Coles Berri for 24 years and spoke 
glowingly of Ms Eichenberger.

“She’s not just been like this now, 
she’s been like this her whole work-
ing life in this store,” she said.

“That is her personality and 
the customers just love her for the 
person she is.”

Coles Berri’s 
Caroline 

Eichenberger 
(right), with 
the store’s 

officer in 
charge 

Bronwyn 
McDonald, 

has been 
voted one 

of the 
supermarket 

giant’s 12 
most popular 

team 
members 

across 
Australia. 

PHOTO: 
Alexandra Bull

Caroline in Coles’ dynamic dozen

A LOCAL student’s submission in a challenge 
looking at real-world issues in a different way 
has been recognised as a winner.

Sophie Robertson, a year 7 student at St 
Francis of Assisi College in Renmark, was 
awarded the Moonshot Award at the 2022 
Catholic Education SA Extended Reality 
Challenge.

The challenge, a Catholic Education SA and 
Lumination partnership, gave students hands-
on experience utilising immersive technologies 
in Luminations’s Learning Lab to create vir-
tual reality (VR) and augmented reality (AR) 
experiences showcasing issues like water, sus-
tainability, waste and natural disasters.

Sophie’s project, Water World, was select-
ed from among many entries as the winner 
and was considered “above and beyond”.

Water World comprised an “Earth water 
city in 2050 when land has gone underwater 
due to global warming”.

The city included a hydroelectric power 
plant, solar panels, an interactive garden, a 
school, sea bins to collect rubbish on the 
water’s surface, an animal farm and space-
saving apartments. Sophie was excited to win 
the challenge and looks forward to learning 
more about immersive technologies being 
innovative into the future.

Sophie’s look into 
the future a winner

St Francis of Assisi College year 7 student 
Sophie Robertson won the Moonshot Award 
at the recent 2022 Catholic Education SA 
Extended Reality Challenge for her project 

Water World. PHOTO: supplied

CHRISTINE WEBSTER
YEAR 3 and 4 Waiker ie 
Primary School students have 
taken part in the Pillowcase 
Program run by Australian Red 
Cross to help students prepare 
for emergencies like flood and 
fire.

The workshop was delivered 
to about 350 students across the 
Riverland recently.

Waikerie Primary School 
deputy principal Leanne Jones 
said 66 students took part in the 
session at her school. 

She said after receiving infor-
mation from Australian Red 
Cross about the program, the 
school decided to take up the 
opportunity due to the flood sit-
uation in the region. 

“It sounded fantastic for our 
students, given the conditions 
we are currently in,” Ms Jones 
said. 

She said it was especially 
aimed at eight to 10-year-olds, 
due to their increased awareness 
about situations such as emer-
gencies.

The session included a dis-
cussion about the importance 
of being prepared, plus interac-
tive activities to help students 
prepare their minds for an emer-
gency.

“They were also asked to 
consider what to pack in an 
emergency kit,” Ms Jones said.

The students were each given 
a pillowcase, which had the 

words of items they should take 
with them during an emergency.

“The kids were then able to 
decorate the pillowcases with 
things that were important to 
them,” she said. 

“This should help them 
remember in an emergency situ-
ation what to grab.”

Ms Jones said as an observer 
to the training, she found the 
session informative and “pow-
erful” in their message to the 
children. 

“They talked about how par-
ents would be focusing on col-
lecting things that were impor-
tant to them and that children 
may feel a little bit lost,” she 
said. 

Ms Jones said in such a situa-
tion the students were advised to 
ensure they put in their pillow-

case emergency items such as 
bottled water, a toothbrush, and 
a snack like a muesli bar that 
will last, instead of a banana.  

“They had an important dis-
cussion about taking things that 
were necessary to make them 
feel more comfortable,” she 
said. 

But Ms Jones said they were 
also advised that in the situation 
of a house fire they should evac-
uate the premises immediately.

“They were told if there is a 
fire in your house, don’t spend 
time packing your pillowcase 
because your life is so much 
more important,” she said. 

Waikerie students 
learn emergency 
preparedness

Waikerie Primary School year 4 student Jack was among the 
students who took part in the Australia Red Cross emergency 

preparedness training. PHOTOS: supplied

Waikerie Primary School year 3/4 students with Ness Wiebford (left) and Karyn Gillard from the 
Australian Red Cross.
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BROCHURES
& FLYERS

P : 8586 8080
E : sales@jcirving.com.au

FOR THE  
BEST PRICE 

PHONE  
TODAY

High quality brochures and flyers. Choose either double or singled sided, 
along with a  wide range of papers, sizes and special finishes. Artwork 

designed in-house to suit your needs or print your existing artwork. 
Contact Irving Print + Design today for a quote.

You name it, we print it
A LOCAL business has taken out a commer-
cial building award for its work on Loxton 
Primary School’s nature playground.

Creative Pools and Landscaping won the 
Commercial Landscape Construction Under 
$200,000 award at the Master Landscapers 
of SA (MLSA) Awards of Excellence in 
November.

“We love this project at one of our com-
mendable local schools and are happy that 
some of our directors’ children get to play 
on it for many years to come,” the team at 
Creative Pools said in a Facebook post.

The nature playground officially opened 
in August 2021 and has continued to be a hit 
with students.

Loxton Primary School shared the “excit-
ing news” of the award win on its Facebook 
page.

“We are thrilled for the team at Creative 
Pools and Landscaping who are very deserv-
ing of this award,” the post read.

“Our students love the playground and 
working outside on the outdoor learning 
pods. Congratulations and well done to eve-
ryone involved.”

At the same awards, the Woolshed 
Brewery Murtho nature playspace – con-
structed by Climbing Tree Creations – took 
the gong for Most Environmentally Sensitive 
Project.

- ELYSE ARMANINI

Nature playground recognised in awards

Creative Pools and Landscaping director Steve Emery with Loxton Primary School principal 
Bernie Lipman and LPS students in the MLSA award-winning nature playground. 

PHOTO: Facebook

Eden’s winning 
Christmas poem
BY popular demand, today The 
Murray Pioneer  i s  repr in t ing 
Moorook Primary School student 
Eden Piltz’s winning entry in The 
Pioneer’s 2022 Christmas Poem 
Writing Competition:

Ho Ho Ho, here comes Santa, but 
he’s not in his sleigh,

He’s in his dinghy and it’s the mid-
dle of the day?

Well the Murray is flooded and it’s 
hard to get through.

It’s not safe in the dinghy at night 
mate. Well that’s true!

But don’t worry said Santa, it’s not 
my first rodeo,

I will get the presents to the kids, 
despite the high flow.

I’ve had practice in ’31, ’56 and 
’72,

It’s all good mate, don’t worry, I 
will deliver in 2022!

CHRISTINE WEBSTER
THE River Murray flood failed to deter 
the Morgan community and visitors from 
attending the town’s recent Christmas 
pageant and fair. 

Morgan and District Lions Club 
president Laura Williams, who helped 
organise the event, said the “amazing 
turnout” almost moved her to tears.

It was the first time the event had been 
held since 2019, due to Covid-19 restric-
tions. 

Twenty floats took part in the parade 
around the CBD.

Ms Williams said due to the flood, many 
shacks in the town had been vacated and 
fewer people were expected than previous 
pageants, but the healthy attendance sur-
prised her.

“The children lined the streets,” she said.
“To see the smiles on the kids’ faces just 

warmed my heart.
“The adults just looked like they were 

happy to be out and that it was still going 
ahead.”

Ms Williams said among those who 
attended were local families and tourists.

An Alice in Wonderland float won the 
Family Float section.

Ms Williams said strong winds forced 
some stall owners at the fair to pack up 
their gazebos, while two food vans had to 
cancel due to unforeseen circumstances.

She said Morgan Lions Club members 
were able to step in and operate the dough-
nut van for the owner, who was unable to 
attend.

Ms Williams said relocating the 
fair from the riverfront to the Visitor 
Information Centre precinct due to the 
flood caused a few “little issues”.

“It was definitely a learning curve hav-
ing it in a different location,” she said.

Moorook poet Eden Piltz.

Morgan’s pageant fills the CBD

ABOVE: Annalyse Osborne (middle), 
11, visiting Santa’s Cave at the recent 
Morgan Christmas Pageant and Fair. 

She is pictured with Mrs Claus (Morgan’s 
Sue Smith, whose birthday coincided 

with the pageant).
LEFT: The fair component of the pageant 
was held at Morgan’s Visitor Information 
Centre precinct and not the riverfront 
due to the flood.

The Morgan Christmas Pageant and Fair attracted a good turnout despite shacks being closed off 
due to the River Murray flood. PHOTOS: supplied
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2023 VINTAGE CELLAR HANDS
One of Australia’s largest wineries, 
Australian Vintage Limited, are looking for 
enthusiastic, reliable people to be part 
of our 2023 Vintage team. There are a 
number of positions available for Cellar 
Hands across all levels of experience; 
offering the opportunity to gain wine 
industry experience.

We are looking for people who will work 
positively with our existing workforce in 
achieving a successful vintage. Inductions 
will be held in mid-late January 2023 
with the Vintage period expected to 
commence late January 2023, for an 
estimated 10–12-week period with many 
positions extending well beyond this (up to 
six months), depending on performance. 

Applicants with previous vintage 
experience will be highly regarded 
however, if you are self-motivated and 
have a can-do attitude, we encourage 
you to apply. A forklift licence will be 
required for some Cellar positions.

Successful applicants are required to have 
their own transport, be safety conscious 
and be available to work rotating shifts, 
including weekends. 

Applications are to be submitted  
on our online careers page at  

http://careers.australianvintage.com.au
LZ14545

Loxton District Children’s Centre is looking for an 

Assistant Director 
Monday – Friday  

76hrs per fortnight 
Work closely with the Centre Director on day-to-day 

operations and the Leadership team.  

Create positive, professional, and genuine 
relationships with team members, children, and their 

families.  

Demonstrate that you are warm, compassionate, and 
gentle with your communication and have strong time 
management, organisational, written, and verbal skills. 

Please email LDCC for Position Details or         
visit SEEK for more information. 

For applications ema
 

il cover letter, current 
resume and two references to the Centre Director 

director@loxtonchildrenscentre.com.au 

Applications close 22nd of Dec 2022 

LZ
14

60
5

Kingston Estate is one of Australia’s largest and most progressive  

family-owned wine growers, having achieved award winning  

international recognition and success. 

Our Vision: To be the Leading Grower and Producer of Australian Wine for the World 

 Successful candidates will share the values of our Company;                           
Accountability, Teamwork, Continuous Improvement, Integrity and Respect. 

To apply please complete an application form or email your resume, stating the position you are your 
applying for  to hr@kewines.com.au or apply via our website (click on the ‘Careers’ tab). To increase your 

chance of gaining employment you are encouraged to submit your application as soon as possible.  
For all enquiries contact  Sean Leesue  Human Resources Advisor on 08 8583 0568.   

 
Kingston Estate is an Equal Opportunity Employer and drug and alcohol-free workplace. All applicants are 

encouraged to apply and may be required to submit to pre-employment drug and alcohol testing as part of 
the recruitment process. 

 

www.kingstonestatewines.com 

2023 Vintage 
Vintage is the perfect time to enter the wine industry with the opportunity to secure full-time 

employment. If you prefer seasonal employment, we welcome you to join our high rate of returning 
vintage team members.  

Vintage commences in Late January/February and concludes in April/May. To increase your chance of 
gaining employment, you are encouraged to submit your application as soon as possible. 

Casual Cleaners 
Cleaners are required to maintain a high level of cleanliness and hygiene across all areas of our facility 
including offices, toilets, kitchens and common areas. The successful candidates will be required to work a 
variety of shifts, so reliable transport is essential. 

Cellar Hands 
Cellar Hands perform various tasks that contribute to the production and dispatch of wine.  
This position will suit you if you enjoy working in a team along with being outdoors and physically active. 
Experience in general cellar activities will be highly regarded although not essential. You will possess basic 
literacy and numeracy skills.  A current forklift will be considered an advantage. 

Vineyard Operators 
Vineyard Operators are responsible for performing safe vineyard operations including tractor and tote bin 
driving, observing and mechanical harvesting activities.   This position will suit you if you enjoy working in a 
team along with being physically active outdoors. Experience in harvesting operations and/or general 
tractor experience is preferred.  

Winemaking Technical Assistant 
The Winemaking Technical Assistants provide support and assistance to the Winemaking team in the 
management and control of all aspects of vintage winemaking operations.  Ideal applicants will possess 
excellent attention to detail and effective literacy, numeracy, communication and analytical skills.  The 
capacity to work a rotating shift roster during the vintage period and he be available to work reasonable 
additional hours as required to meet production needs.  

Vintage Intake Scheduler 
The Vintage Intake Scheduler supports the Grower Relations/Technical Advisor to coordinate and schedule 
grape supply into the winery from company vineyards and external growers.  This position will suit you if 
you possess accurate and high-speed data entry skills, are proficient in the use of Microsoft applications, 
have a commitment to meeting deadlines and can liaise effectively with people. Previous experience within 
a similar role or in a supply chain position will be considered an advantage.  

 MC Truck Drivers 
Truck Drivers are responsible for the safe cartage of grapes within the regions. This position will suit Truck 
Drivers looking to work consistent hours.  Applicants must be willing to undertake shift work, overtime and 
possible weekend work. A current MC drivers licence and experience driving a road train is essential.  A 
base casual rate of pay of $40 per hour plus overtime, shift loadings  together with up to $4000 bonus 
payment available at end of vintage is on offer to secure the right candidates. 
 

 Grape Supply Admin 
We are seeking an Administration Officer to provide support to our team over the Vintage period.  Key 
responsibilities of this role include spreadsheet management, data entry, providing up to date information 
to internal customers and general administration duties. You will demonstrate professionalism, customer 
service, time management skills and attention to detail and be able to work with a number of internal 
stakeholders.  

Pathways Financial Planning SA seeking 
part-time administration assistant. 

30 hours a week working in a busy, small 
office. 24 days of annual leave offered 

and flexible working arrangements. 
See advertisement on Seek for further 

details and how to apply  
Or email cover letter and CV to  

office@finpathsa.com.au
Applications close January 8th

ADMINISTRATION ASSISTANT

RZ11910

...grow my clinical 
abilities and shape 

my career path

W15333

Registered  
Nurse/Midwife
Ongoing Part Time  
(multiple positions available)
Riverland Mallee Coorong 
Local Health Network
Loxton
Job Ref: 809204

www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/careers 

I can be part of a friendly country 
community health service which means 
that I am part of the big picture, serving 
my clients as a nurse or midwife, as 
well as being an important member of 
the community myself. This brings joy 
and meaning to my work, and leads me 
to experience a vast array of diverse 
clinical experiences. 

Waikerie Lutheran 
Primary School

Applications are being sought  
to join our vibrant team for the position of:

Lutheran Support Officer –  
Curriculum

Initially, 10 hours (over 2 days) per week.
Starting from the 23rd January 2023 this position 
provides excellent opportunities for professional 

development and the possibility of additional hours 
of work.

At Waikerie Lutheran Primary School curriculum 
support officers work with students to implement 

programmes designed by the class teacher and 
Inclusive Education Coordinator.

Waikerie Lutheran Primary School:
• regards its child protection responsibilities with 
the utmost importance and as such is committed 
to ensuring compliance with all relevant child 
protection laws and regulations and maintaining a 
child safe culture.
• values diversity and adheres to Equal Opportunity 
legislation.
Please submit a cover letter (maximum two pages) 
outlining relevant experiences and the reasons for 

your interest in this position,   
your CV (maximum two pages) and the names of 

two referees to  
principal@wlps.sa.edu.au  
by 5 pm, January 6, 2023.

ClassifiedPersonalise your

ADD A LOGO FOR 
JUST $5
*Please note logos are not guaranteed to appear in colour

OR CHOOSE  
YOUR OWN



DEATHS

DAVIES, Valma May 
‘Bobbie’.

Passed away 
peacefully on 
Wednesday, 

December 14, 2022.
Aged 97 years.
Loved wife of  

Rodney (deceased),  
and partner of  

Gavin (deceased). 
Loved aunty of 

Christine, Diane, 
Cheryl. 

Great-aunty of  
Andrew and Ellen.

 
Gone but not 

forgotten.

D A V I E S ,  V a l m a 
‘Bobbie’.

Passed away at 
the Loxton nursing 

home on Wednesday, 
December 14, 2022. 

Much loved by  
Debra and Barbara, 

and a very dear friend 
of our family for more 

than 60 years.  
Off to have a beer 

with Jack and Audrey. 
Special thank you to 
the Renmark nursing 
home for all your care 

and of late the  
Loxton nursing home. 

DAVIES, Bobbie.
1926-2022.

Much-loved dear 
friend of Gavin 

(deceased).  
A big part of our 

family for 38 years. 
Will be sadly missed. 

From Bob, Kathy,  
and family.  

Janine and family. 

DIXON, Judith ‘Jude’ 
(nee Nance).

Died peacefully on 
December 14, 2022 
with husband Robert 

and family by her side.
Jude’s funeral service 

was conducted on 
Tuesday, December 
20, in the Waikerie 

Uniting Church 
followed by a burial 

in the Waikerie Lawn 
Cemetery.

In the care of

SA KleemannSA Kleemann
FUNERAL SERVICES

Waikerie | 8541 2743
Accredited Member Australian 
Funeral Directors Associa� on

DEATHS

GOW, Neil James.
Passed away 

surrounded by family 
at Ashford Hospital on 

Sunday,  
December 11, 2022.

Aged 68 years.
Loving husband  

of Rose. 
Loving father of  

Chris and Rebecca. 
Adored brother  

of Sandra. 
Cherished son of 

Barbara and Garth 
Gow  

(both deceased).

Too dearly loved  
to be forgotten.

Wog’s celebration 
of life was held on 

Tuesday,  
December 20, 2022. 

Berri and Renmark 
8582 1333 

Member AFDA

MURDOCH, William 
John ‘Bill’.

4/1/1932 – 
17/12/2022

Passed away at the 
Karoonda hospital.
Loving husband of 
Irene (deceased). 

Father and 
 father-in-law of  
Gary (deceased)  

and Sue (deceased), 
Ian and Lyn,  
Colin and Jill,  

Roger and Julie. 
Grandfather of 9  

and great-grandfather 
of 12.

RIP proud man.

80th
BIRTHDAY

MAPEY, Bob. 
22/12/1942

Happy 80th birthday 
to our dad and pop!
We can only hope 

that we are in as good 
nick when we reach 

80.... maybe the “few” 
drinks you had in your 

younger years have 
helped preserve you 

over time (the evening 
wine also helps) ....  

it’s definitely 
preserved your 

cheekiness!
We appreciate your 

generosity with 
your time and your 

willingness to help us 
out wherever you can. 

Love you. 
Jackie, Steve, Cassidy, 
Kaeden, Mackenna, 
Scott, and your best 

buddy Charlie.

DEATHS

BLAND, Terry.
Passed away 

peacefully with family 
present at home on 
Monday, December 

12, 2022.
Aged 75 years.

Loving husband of 
Shirley (deceased).

Loved partner  
of Christine.

Loved father of  
Bobbie and Rob, 

Justin;  
Ryan and Amanda. 

Cherished grandpa of 
Wesley and Jarman.

Reunited with Mum.

BLAND, Terry.
Our dear brother, 
brother-in-law and 

uncle.
So sad our time 

together has quickly 
come to an end.

Loved and cherished 
memories forever.

Debbie, Barry, Jackie, 
Ryan, Asher, Alfie,  

Billy and Joy. 

DEATHS

NORDHAUSEN, John 
Henry.

Passed away on 
December 16, 2022.

Aged 83 years.
A dear, gentle soul 
beloved by all his 

family. 
Dot, Rae, Len, Des  

(deceased)  
and Pame. 

Kaye, Jan, Di, Barbi,  
Wendy (deceased) 

and Debbie.
Robert and Neville 

(deceased). 
Judy, Garry,  

Sharon and Susie.
Long-time resident 

of Peebinga and 
Pinnaroo,  

John spent years 
working as a 

farmhand in the 
district, rarely seen 

without one of 
his adored dogs. 

Eventually moving to 
Lucindale where the 
community honoured 
his good works to all 
with the Lucindale 

Australian of the Year 
Award in 2008.

John will be sadly 
missed by all his 
family and many 

friends.
A true blue Aussie.

OBST, Martin Berthold.
Passed away 

peacefully at the 
Loxton hospital, 

December 17, 2022.
Aged 85 years.

Dearly loved husband 
of Evelyn. 

Loved father of 
Cynthia and  

father-in-law of 
Murray. 

Pa to Brayden  
and Amy-Louise. 
Beloved father  

of Julie and  
much-loved  

father-in-law of Paul.
Forever loved and will 

be sadly missed.
Now at peace and 

pain free.

ROSS, Allen Reginald.
Passed away 

peacefully at home on 
Thursday, December 

8, 2022.
Aged 78 years.
Loving husband  

of Joyce.
Loved father of 
Michael, Wayne  

and Peta. 
Loved and cherished 

grandpa and  
great-grandpa that  

will be sadly missed.

DEATHS

TEARE, Elvera ‘Elvie’ 
Alice.

Of Renmark.
Aged 89 years. 

5/9/1933 – 
15/12/2022

Dearly loved wife of 
Doug (deceased). 

Mother and  
mother-in-law of  

Lindy, Geoff,  
Nick, Lesley,  
Cathy, Rob,  

Chris and Sue. 
Cherished nana of 

Carly and Jono,  
Ryan and Betsy, 

Kimberley and Samy, 
Keagan and Elyse, 

Ben and Amy,  
Nicola and Holly. 

Proud great-
grandmother of  
Alexa, Annika,  
Henry, Luca,  

Freddie and Olive.
Sadly missed by  

us all and her  
faithful little 

companion, Wally.
Loving memories are 

ours to keep.
The family is 

incredibly grateful 
to the Renmark 
hospital nursing 

staff and doctors for 
their kindness and 
the caring support 

provided.

YATES, Dennis Keith.
Passed away 

peacefully on Sunday, 
December 11, 2022.

Aged 74 years.
Loved father of  

Ricky (deceased), 
Darryl and Gail. 

Loved pop of  
Tristan and Jess, 

Rebecca, Natasha, 
Travis, Matthew, 

Samantha;  
and Bradley. 
Pop Pop of  

Declan, Maddison; 
and Nevaeh.

Will be sadly missed.

DEATHS

VAN, Keith (Cornelis 
Gerhardus Jacobus van 
den IJssel).

Died on December 
10, 2022 in Adelaide.

Aged 78 years.
Keith was an educator 

for over 50 years, 
including serving as 

principal in Leigh 
Creek, Cobdogla 

and Port Broughton. 
He was a weekend 

warrior on the tennis 
court and an intrepid 

traveller gracing 
rickety boats, motor 
bikes and tuk-tuks 

across Asia, Europe 
and North America.

Keith was born in 
Borgharen in the 
Netherlands on 

September 18, 1944 
and migrated to 

Australia in 1956  
and attended  

Glossop High School. 
He is survived by his 

children  
Melinda and Hamish, 
and his grandchildren 
Ella, Bree, Jack, Sarah  

and Emma. 
A private service will 

be held.

FUNERALS

BLAND.
The re lat ives  and 
friends of Terry Bland 
a r e  r e s p e c t f u l l y 
invited to attend his 
funeral service to be 
conducted entirely at 
the Riverland Funeral 
Chapel, 32 Hughes 
Street, Berri on Monday, 
January 9, 2023 at 
11am, fol lowed by 
a private cremation 
a t  t h e  R i v e r l a n d 
Crematorium.

In lieu of flowers if 
desired, a donation to 
the Royal Flying Doctor 
Ser v ice  in  Terr y ’s 
memor y  would  be 
appreciated. Donations 
may be made at the 
service.

Berri and Renmark 
8582 1333 

Member AFDA

PHOTOS
FOR
SALE

phone 8586 8000
murraypioneer.com.au

6 x 4 ..........$7.40

7 x 5 ..........$12.50

8 x 10 ......$21.00 
8 x 12 ......$24.00

Advertising 
classifieds 
deadline:

Monday 
3pm

Add a photo
for maximum 

impact

Only $10 
per photo +
$5 per logo

Spanning two 
publications, 

advertise with 
the largest 
circulating 

classifieds in 
the Riverland 
and Mallee.
Terms and 
conditions 

apply, phone 
8586 8000.

FOR BEST VALUE 
 CLASSIFIEDS CALL  

THE MURRAY PIONEER

BZ11253

85821333  24 Hours
www.riverlandfunerals.com.au
Facebook/Riverland Funerals

FUNERALS

DAVIES.
The re lat ives  and 
friends of the late 
Bobbie Davies are 
respectfully invited 
to attend her funeral 
service to be conducted 
a t  t h e  R i v e r l a n d 
Funeral Chapel, 231 
Twentyf i rst  Street, 
Renmark on Friday, 
January 6, 2023 at 
11am.

At the conclusion of 
the service, the cortege 
will proceed to the 
Renmark Cemetery for 
the committal.

Berri and Renmark 
8582 1333 

Member AFDA

NORDHAUSEN, John 
Henry. 
Relatives and friends 
a r e  a d v i s e d  t h a t 
John’s funeral service 
will be conducted at 
St Peter’s Lutheran 
Church,  Loxton on 
Friday, December 23, 
2022 at 11am. 
After the service, the 
cortege will proceed 
to the Loxton Lawn 
C e m ete r y  fo r  th e 
commital.

OBST, Martin Berthold.
Family and friends are 
respectfully invited to 
attend Martin’s funeral 
service to be held at 
St Peter’s Lutheran 
Church, Bookpurnong 
Terrace, Loxton on 
Thursday, December 
22, 2022 at 11am.
Following the service, 
t h e  c o r t e g e  w i l l 
proceed to the Loxton 
Lawn Cemetery for the 
committal.
In memory of Martin, 
donations to the Royal 
Flying Doctors Service 
would be appreciated. 
Envelopes  wi l l  be 
available at the service.
At Martin’s request, 
please wear bright 
coloured clothing.
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Please help people in need. 
We’re all in this together.
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DEATHS

JANTOSIK, Carl.

To our dearest Dad, 

Poppa, Carlos. 

You are so sadly 

missed, you always 

greeted us with a 

beautiful big smile 

and were the first 

to offer help when 

needed and did 

whatever you could  

to support us.

You were a great 

father, poppa,  

mate and mentor.  

Your memory will  

live on forever and  

we will say your  

name every day. 

Thank you for  

the memories. 

Love Tanya and Bill, 

Alyce and Locky, 

McCartney and your 

great-granddaughter 

Victoria.

JANTOSIK, Carl Drago.

Dearly loved son of 

Stephan and Katica 

(both deceased).

Loved brother and 

brother-in-law of 

Stephanie and Frank 

(both deceased), 

Anna and Les.

Loved uncle of Kathy, 

Peter and Anne-Marie 

(deceased),  

Cindy, Jason  

and their families.

Always loved and 

remembered.

JANTOSIK, Carl Drago.

Great and cherished 

friend and valued 

member of the 

Croatian community 

of the Riverland.

You may be gone  

from this world but 

you’ll always be with 

us as long as we  

can remember your 

kind words and  

great advice.

Sincere condolences 

to Christina  

and family.

Pocivaj u Miru  

Bozjem.

DEATHS

LAWSON, Lawrence 

Earl.
18/8/1941 - 

14/12/2020

Dearly loved husband 

of Lyn for 55 years.

Loved and respected 

father of Kingsley  

and Christopher.

Father-in-law  

to wonderful  

Kellie and Sue.

Cherished grandpa of 

Darcy, Max, Charlotte 

and Clementine.

Resting in peace.

Lawrence was 

farewelled at a 

private ceremony on 

December 22, 2020

PFEIFFER, Rodney 

Peter.
Passed away 

peacefully on 

December 15, 2020.

Dearly loved brother 

of Alieen (deceased), 

Sam (deceased), 

David, Trevor 

(deceased),  

Kevin, Paula  

and their families.

Safe in God’s  

loving care.

“Re-united  

with Patricia.”

PFEIFFER, Rodney 

Peter.

Our wonderful,  

caring, gentle brother 

and friend to Paula, 

Allan (deceased)  

and family.  

I will miss our chats.

Rodney was laid 

to rest Tuesday, 

December 22, 2020.

Our deepest love  

to Julie, Deidre,  

Craig, Darren  

and your families.

How blessed we were 

by his love and care.

Forever in our hearts.

WATKINS, David.

Loved brother, 

brother-in-law  

and uncle of  

Tom and Judy,  

Marlow and Beck, 

Chloe and Brody.

Forever in our hearts.

80th
BIRTHDAY

HICKMAN, Shirley.

Happy 80th birthday 

to a very special  

lady in our lives! 

Congratulations  

on reaching  

this milestone!  

We hope you have 

a wonderful day 

celebrating. 

We all love you lots, 

love from all the 

family. xoxo

HICKMAN, Shirley.

Happy 80th birthday 

for tomorrow  

Great-grandma! 

We love you,  

from Angelina  

and Jericho. xo

DEATHS

JANTOSIK, Carl Drago.

Passed away at the 

Riverland General 

Hospital on Tuesday, 

December 15, 2020.

Aged 79 years.

Dearly loved husband 

of Christine.

Loving father of Tanya, 

Paulene and Natalie 

(deceased).

Loved father-in-law  

of Bill and Samps.

Loved poppa of  

Alyce and Locky, 

Liam and Christina, 

McCartney, and Sofie.

Adoring great-poppa 

of Victoria.

No longer in our  

life to share,  

But in our hearts 

always there.

DEATHS

RAAMS, Johanna ‘Jo’.

Passed away 

peacefully at  

Renmark Nursing 

Home on Wednesday, 

December 16, 2020.

Aged 86 years.

Loved wife of  

Pieter (deceased).

Loving mother of 

Johanna and Peter, 

Pieter and Veronica, 

Martin and Margaret, 

Hetty and Dean, 

Bruce (deceased), 

Yvonne and Paul.

Loved oma of Robert, 

Mark and Lauren, 

George, Richard, Karl, 

Janita and Carolina, 

Yoska, Hein,  

Trevor and Zoe,  

Kylie and Dean,  

Simon and Tara, 

Kimberley and Scott, 

Hadleigh, Aldwyn, 

Samantha and David,  

Mickayla and 

Jonathan.

Great-oma of  

Lucas, Alex, Emilia, 

Jackson, Pedro, Alan, 

Jocelyn, Kimberly, 

Noah, Lily, Aubree, 

Kailey, Zander  

and Phoenix. 

Peacefully sleeping.

FUNERALS

JANTOSIK.

The re lat ives  and 

friends of the late 

C ar l  Jan tos ik  a re 

respectfully invited 

to attend his funeral 

service to be conducted 

entirely at the Riverland 

Fu n e r a l s  C h a p e l , 

32 Hughes Street, 

Berri  on Thursday, 

December 24, 2020 

at 11am, followed by 

a private cremation 

a t  t h e  R i v e r l a n d 

Crematorium.

In lieu of flowers if 

desired, a donation to 

Prostate Cancer SA in 

Carl’s memory would 

be appreciated.

Donations may be 

made at the service.

Berri and Renmark 

8582 1333 

Member AFDA

FUNERALS

RAAMS.

The re lat ives  and 

friends of the late Mrs. 

Johanna ‘Jo’ Raams 

a r e  r e s p e c t f u l l y 

invited to attend her 

funeral  ser vice to 

be conducted at St. 

John Trinity Lutheran 

Church, Renmark on 

Tuesday, December 29, 

2020 at 1pm.

In lieu of flowers if 

desired, a donation to 

the Heart Foundation in 

Jo’s memory would be 

appreciated. Donations 

may be made at the 

service.

At  the  conclus ion 

of  the service the 

cortege will proceed 

to the Renmark Lawn 

C emete r y  fo r  the 

committal.

Berri and Renmark 

8582 1333 

Member AFDA

IN MEMORIAM

KNIGHT, Jason.

The world changes 

from year to year,  

Our lives from  

day to day. 

But the love and 

memory of you,  

Shall never fade away.

Small mementos  

left behind,  

Are gently  

tucked away. 

Precious memories 

that we shared,  

Are in our  

hearts to stay.

Loving and missing 

you always.

Dad, Mum, Natt,  

Ryan and Aimee.

This heartfelt 

message is for you. 

I miss you more  

than words can say.

You’re always in  

my thoughts,  

no matter where I go. 

And always in my heart,  

because I loved you so.

Your bro, Ryan.

IN MEMORIAM

♥ ROGERS,  

Christine Anne. ♥

In loving memory of 

our darling wife,  

Mum, Nan and 

Great-Nannie who 

grew her angel wings 

two years ago today - 

23/12/2018.

As our heavy hearts 

embrace all the 

beautiful moments 

and memories, Mum 

we know we were so 

truly blessed to have 

you in our lives.

Dearly missed and 

forever loved. xx

Roy, Mark and Vicky, 

Nicole and Paull, 

Craig, Courtney, 

Chelsea and Todd, 

James and Jess, 

Samuel, Kaiden  

and your little  

darlings Lilly, Addi, 

Savvy and Ellis. xx

SCHULZ, Christopher 

Wayne ‘Barrel’. 

Passed away at  

his farm on  

December 25, 2019.

Loved and missed  

by his father Melville 

and brother Mark.

Remembered always 

by Lyn, Anthony, 

Bethany, Wendy  

and Colleen.

T R A E G A R ,  M a r k 

Ashley.

Taken way too early.

Never forgotten.

Greg, Gavin  

and David.

FOR BEST VALUE 

 CLASSIFIEDS CALL  

THE MURRAY PIONEER

8586 8000

OUR CLASSIFIEDS 

WORK WONDERS

Advertising 

classifieds 

deadline:

Monday 

3pm

Add a photo

for maximum 

impact

Only $10 

per photo +

$5 per logo

Spanning two 

publications, 

advertise with 

the largest 

circulating 

classifieds in 

the Riverland 

and Mallee.

Terms and 

conditions 

apply, phone 

8586 8000.

RETURN 

THANKS

ARNOLD, Glen Murray

14/1/1947 – 

23/11/2020

Bev, Jo, Pete, Katie 

and families would 

like to sincerely thank 

family and fr iends 

fo r  th e i r  s u p p o r t 

a n d  e x p r e s s i o n s 

of sympathy on the 

recent passing of our 

dearly loved husband, 

father, father-in-law 

and poppa.

Special thanks to the 

doctors, in particular 

Dr Tait, nurses and 

staf f of the Loxton 

Health Centre and 

our wonderful health 

professionals, helpers 

and carers for your 

care and support of 

Glen.

Thank you also to 

P a r k i n s o n ’ s  S A , 

Riverland Group.

LEWIS, Aggie.

On behalf  of  Tony 

and Rita DeVito and 

family, we would like 

to offer our sincere 

thanks for the flowers, 

cards, phone calls, text 

messages and many 

visits on the passing 

of our beloved sister, 

Aggie Lewis.

It has meant so much 

to us all at this sad 

time. Please accept 

this as our personal 

thanks. 

MORRISON, Kevin.

The family of Kevin 

would like to extend 

their heartfelt thanks 

to all who attended his 

funeral, the messages 

received and donations 

to Dementia SA.

Spec ia l  thanks to 

staff and doctors at 

both RPDH and St 

Catherine’s Berri in 

the last few weeks of 

his life.

Please accept this as 

our personal thanks.

RICE, F. David.

Maxine, Michele, Kirsty 

and their  fami l ies 

would like to thank all 

that attended David’s 

funeral, sent flowers 

and extended kind 

wishes and support. 

We appreciate your 

kindness.

BZ9144

85821333  24 Hours

www.riverlandfunerals.com.au

Facebook/Riverland Funerals

ALL SIZES

ALL PURPOSES

Available at

8586 8000

STAMPS
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PHOTOS

FOR
SALE

phone 8586 8000

murraypioneer.com.au

6 x 4 ..........$7.40

7 x 5 ..........$12.50

8 x 10 ......$21.00 

8 x 12 ......$24.00
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13 SALVOS (13 72 58)

salvationarmy.org.au

DONATE
BY CREDIT CARD

RED SHIELD

APPEAL

Please help people in need. 

We’re all in this together.

13 SALVOS (13 72 58)

salvationarmy.org.au

DONATE
BY CREDIT CARD

RED SHIELD

APPEAL

Please help people in need. 

We’re all in this together.

www.murraypioneer.com.au

8586 8000
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FOR SALE FOR SALE

FOR HIRE

COMMUNITY 
NOTICE

TRACTORS AND  
MACHINERY

WORK WANTED

WANTED  
TO BUY

MOTOR 
VEHCILES

ALUMINIUM bow 
ladders, 2 year guar-
antee, 3 leg pick-
ing ladders, Pinyon 
Engineering. Phone 
85866057. 

BOAT - 12ft Stacer, 
360 aluminium hull 
with 25hp motor, 
stainless steel propel-
ler, on trailer, both reg-
istered. $4500. Phone 
85955005.

BOAT (tinny), 385 Sav-
age Jabiru, electric 
start/tilt, 25hp mo-
tor, 4 stroke, bimini. 
Top condition. $7500. 
Phone 0417435640.

CAMPER trailer Lum-
berjack. Top of the 
range, electric lift, 2 x 
king-sized beds, solar 
panel, fridge, stove, 
sink, HWS, shower 
tent, toilet. Fully off-
road. $26,500. Phone 
0417435640.

CAMPERVAN - Jayco 
Penguin Outback. 
4.1m, full annexe, 
double bed, 3-way 
fridge, 3 gas and 1 
electric hotplate, plus 
extras. Registration 
S103TII, registered 
until March 2023. 
$23,000 negotiable. 
Phone 0408621343.

CARAVAN Crusader, 
2017, 19.6ft Cruise 
Master. Independent 
suspension, dual axle, 
150mm chassis rails, 
extended draw bar, 
gas heater, all mod 
cons. $58,500. Phone 
0427867729.

DINING table - solid 
wood with 6 chairs, 
1800 x 1000mm. 
Immaculate condi-
tion, as near new, 
$1000. Phone 
0457673141.

FLORY harvestor, 
1996. Almonds, pe-
cans, walnuts - all 
nuts. Self-propelled 
pick-up/harvester 
in good working or-
der with new pick-
up belt, twin rod 
dirt chain worth 
$15,000 alone. 
5137hours. Big 
price drop, down 
to $40,000. Phone 
0419833517

HAY - oaten. Large, 
round rolls, net 
wrapped, new sea-
sons, can deliver. 
$80+GST. Phone 
0418615099.

LA-Z-BOY platinum 
luxury lift chair with 
power to sit, stand 
or fully recline at the 
touch of a button. 
Display use only. Has 
been thoroughly dis-
infected and cleaned, 
fabric in neutral col-
our. $3500 RRP sell-
ing for $2550. Will 
consider a swap for 
a 4-wheel mobility 
scooter. Can deliver. 
Phone 0438253986.

MERITS 4-wheel mo-
bility scooter. Recent 
major service, good 
condition. Suspen-
sion and puncture 
proof tyres. Can carry 
136kg, high-back 
swivel seat. Can de-
liver. $2550. Phone 
0438253986.

MOTOR - Fully recon-
ditioned FSR 500 
BB1. Suitable to mod-
ify to a generator. Of-
fers. More information 
call Pat 0438362365.

ROSES - new season 
roses have arrived 
at Brad’s Roses. Flo-
ribunda, climbers, 
standard hybrid teas. 
Phone 0417855014. 
13 Riverview Drive, 
Paringa.

STORAGE - 24/7 key-
pad entry, CCTV and 
monitoring. Various 
site sizes available. 
Phone 0488050482. 
Renmark Central Stor-
age. 

TYRES - pair of new 
235/50r17. Goodyear 
excellence premium 
performance tyres. 
$130 each. Phone 
0428874357.

WHEAT in bags. Good 
fowls feed. $16 for 
47kg bag. Renmark. 
Phone 0438739419.

GARDENER and 
Handyman. All types 
of gardening, prun-
ing and lawn mowing. 
Happy to fix locks or 
doors, build or paint. 
A man that cares! Call 
to chat about what you 
would like done. Great 
prices and quotes. 
Past references 
available. Pensioner 
rates. Call Adrian 
0448831169.

RIVERLAND Trailer 
Bins. You throw it 
- We tow it. For all 
your rubbish removal 
needs at competitive 
prices. Great alter-
native to skip bins, 
range of sizes avail-
able. Book a trailer bin 
today! Contact David 
0400576230.

MACHINERY wanted. 
Agricultural, earth-
moving, transport and 
specialist. All makes 
and models. Phone 
0499992644.

RAINWATER tanks, 
1000 gallons plus.
Will remove unwanted 
cars at no cost. Riv-
erland areas. Phone 
0418839115.

SIGNS - Man-cave 
type older signs and 
mirrors wanted. Pet-
rol, deli, beer etc. Can 
attend on most days. 
Please phone Simon 
0412222042.

RAFFLE results - Ren-
mark Bowling Club. 
1st Rhonda Wilson, 
2nd Elsa Farmer, 3rd 
Jock Sommerville.
Thanks everyone for 
supporting our club.

RAFFLE results - Lox-
ton Christmas Tree 
Festival raffle winners;  
1st J. Viney, 2rd Jenny 
Burgemeister, 3rd 
Amelia Ginnelly, 4th 
Ellen Lekakis, 5th 
Raelene Reichstein, 
6th Morris B., 7th Jen-
ny Kemp, 8th Heather 
Zimmerman, 9th Jan 
Cass.

RAFFLE results - 
Waikerie Red Cross 
raffle winners: 
1st Jan Kleemann, 
2nd Ruth Reynolds.

MACHINERY located 
on your behalf, Aus-
tralia wide. Agricultur-
al, earthmoving, trans-
port and specialist. All 
makes and models. 
Phone 0499992644.

VARIOUS - 1962 
David Brown 850 
front-end loader with 
forks and bucket, 
well maintained, 
$10,000; Grape bin 
trailer, $1200; Doug-
las built top and side 
pruner, $7000. Phone 
0428075876 or 
0429728880. Calls 
only, no texts.

HOLDEN Commo-
dore SS VT II, 2000, 
8 cylinder, 5.7 litre, 
automatic sedan. Reg-
istered until January. 
Excellent condition. 
One owner. Country 
driving. 329,660km. 
Registration WJY-
046, $20,000. Phone 
0438405023.

HOLDEN VE Commo-
dore SS wagon, 2010, 
6 litre V8. Reluctant 
sale due to lack of 
use, 144,000km. Reg-
istration DD4-11G, 
$25,000 ono. Phone 
0447927613.

NISSAN Navara Ti-
tanium, 2009, sil-
ver. Dual cab auto, 
good condition, 
214,000kms. Reg-
istration S430-AXS. 
$16,500 ono. Phone 
Neil 0400653726.

TOYOTA tray top, 
2003, white, WXT-949. 
3 months registration. 
286,775kms. $8000. 
Phone 0409697653.

Volunteers
Notice Board

Looking for 
Volunteers?

The Murray Pioneer, 
can help.

Email or fax the name 
of your organisation, the 
type of volunteer needed 

and contact details to:
ads@murraypioneer.com.au

Fax: 8586 4333
and we will print your 

request 
Free of Charge!

FREE SERVICE

Meals on Wheels
 There’s a volunteer  
in all of us! Meals 
on Wheels have a 

variety of Volunteering 
opportunities in 

kitchen, delivery and 
administration, at a 
number of locations 
across the Riverland.
If you have some time 

to put to good use, 
please contact Rozz 

on 0409928248 (or the 
Renmark kitchen on 
85866040) and see 
if Meals on Wheels 

tickles your volunteering 
tastebuds!

Wilabalangaloo  
(Berri Branch of 
National Trust) 
 are seeking able 

bodied volunteers to 
help with maintaining 
walking trails, weed 
control, pest control, 
revegetation & other 

projects. If you enjoy the 
outdoors please contact 
Gordon on 0427847896 

for more information.

Loxton Show Society 
Conveners needed 

for the 2023 LOXTON 
show to be trained for 

this year’s Show in 
October for the following 

sections: Vegetables, 
Floral Art, Amateur 

Winemaking & Brewing 
and Scarecrows
Please call 0497 
147 890 for more 

information.

Riverland Youth 
Theatre is seeking a 
suitably qualified and 

experienced person to 
fill the volunteer position 

of Secretary on the 
four-member executive 
of the RYT Board. They 

should have some 
experience in meeting 

organisation skills, 
corporate governance, 

administration and 
an understanding 
of the not-for-profit 
charitable sector 

regulatory frameworks 
and standards. If you 
have an interest in 

contributing to RYT’s 
wonderful work, please 
email an expression of 
interest to board@ryt.
org.au including your 
relevant qualifications 

and experience.

F
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SUPPORT YOUR 
LOCAL… Get involved 

and give back to 
your community by 

volunteering at Loxton 
Red Cross Shop. Call 
1800 833 489 or email 

(savolunteer@redcross.
org.au.)

ROSS.
The re lat ives  and 
friends of the late Allen 
Ross are respectfully 
invited to attend his 
funeral service to be 
conducted entirely at 
the Riverland Funeral 
Chapel, 32 Hughes 
S t r e e t ,  B e r r i  o n 
Saturday, January 7, 
2023 at 11am, followed 
by a private cremation 
a t  t h e  R i v e r l a n d 
Crematorium.

In lieu of flowers if 
desired, a donation to 
the Royal Flying Doctor 
Ser v ice  in  A l len’s 
memor y  would  be 
appreciated. Donations 
may be made at the 
service. 

Berri and Renmark 
8582 1333 

Member AFDA

YATES.
The re lat ives  and 
friends of the late 
D e n n i s  Yate s  a re 
respectfully invited 
to attend his funeral 
service to be conducted 
entirely at the Riverland 
F u n e r a l  C h a p e l , 
32 Hughes Street, 
Berri  on Thursday, 
December 22, 2022 
at 11am, followed by 
a private cremation 
a t  t h e  R i v e r l a n d 
Crematorium.

Berri and Renmark 
8582 1333 

Member AFDA

BE 
WISE
AD 
VER 
TISE
By advertising 
with the 
Taylor 
Group of 
Newspapers, 
you can be 
sure that 
you are 
maximising 
your 
advertising 
potential, and 
reaching your 
audience.

So be wise, 
and call us 
today to find 
out how to 
drive your 
advertising 
dollar further.

Advertising 
your 
business, 
is smart 
business.

PRINT

DESIGN

COPY

8586 8080

• Graphic Design 

•  Commercial 
Printing 

• Copy Services
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• Copy Services
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PRINT

DESIGN

COPY

8586 8080

• Graphic Design 

•  Commercial 
Printing 

• Copy Services

Urgent care in 
the Riverland 
when it’s 
needed most >
On a daily basis the  
Royal Flying Doctor Service 
conducts more than 100 
aeromedical evacuations 
across Australia – an 
average of two flights to  
the Riverland every day.

Please donate today  
and help keep the 
Flying Doctor flying.

1300 669 569 
www.flyingdoctor.org.au

Urgent care in 
the Riverland 
when it’s 
needed most >
On a daily basis the  
Royal Flying Doctor Service 
conducts more than 100 
aeromedical evacuations 
across Australia – an 
average of two flights to  
the Riverland every day.

Please donate today  
and help keep the 
Flying Doctor flying.

1300 669 569 
www.flyingdoctor.org.au

FUNERALS IN MEMORIAM

KNIGHT, Jason. 
Memories of loving 

you are ours to 
treasure.  

The sadness of 
loosing you,  

Is a heartache forever.  
Your love was special, 

And so were you.  
You are always  

with us,  
In all we do.  

Love and miss you 
always. 

Dad, Mum,  
Matthew, Ryan  

and Aimee. 

KRUSCHEL.
In loving memory of 

Niel Kruschel, Loxton.
Passed away 

December 26, 2021.
Those we love  
don’t go away,  

They walk beside  
us every day. 

Unseen, unheard,  
but always near, 

Still loved,  
still missed and  

very dear.
Margaret and family.

T R A E G E R ,  M a r k 
Ashley.

31/12/1980
The years have 
passed but the 

memories remain 
strong. 

Ride on, Traegs. 
David, Gavin  

and Greg. 

Simply  
contact the  

Murry  
Pioneer  
Office  

to sign up!
Eligible for kids up  
to 12 years of age

8586 8000  
office@murrypioneer.com.au

Renmark

Call: 8586 8000
40  CLASSIFIEDS    www.murraypioneer.com.au   Wednesday, December 21, 2022
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Lutheran 
Church
of  Australia

LOXTON

Christmas Eve

Christmas Day

First Sunday 
after New Year’s Day

SATURDAY, DEC 24

St Peter’s 7pm
Outdoor Carols 

Concordia 7.30pm  
Children’s Nativity

 da Costa

Bookpurnong 6pm
da Costa

FRIDAY, DEC 23

SUNDAY, DEC 25

St Peter’s 10am

Concordia 10am HC  
da Costa

Myrla & New Residence

8.30am HC 
(Myrla)

da Costa 

Bookpurnong 8.30am HC
Georg

Riverview Rest Home  
Wed, Dec 28 

dC

SUNDAY, JAN 1

St Peter’s 10am 

Concordia 10am HC  
Georg

Moorook 9am HC
da Costa

Bookpurnong 8.30am HC
Georg

Rest Home Wed, Jan 4 
10.30am HC

Lutheran Ministry Centre
Phone 8584 5522

Pastors da Costa/ Georg
(Concordia and outlying)

Pastor Jason Sander
(St Peter’s)

FO
21860-V25

Myrla & New Residence

7pm
Christmas Story

(New Res)

Saturday, December 24
10.30am

Special Program followed 
by combined lunch

Saturday, December 31
19 Sunrise Court, Berri
Bible Study 10-11am

Worship every Saturday
(Sabbath) Now 11.15am

All Welcome
Pastor Andy Krause

FO
21694-V25

Sunday, December 25
Christmas Day

9am

Sunday, January 1
10am

Loxton Senior 
Citizen Hall

25 Tobruk Terrace
Ps Red Elliott
0439 507 096
Ps Sheryl Giles
0423 884 002

FO
22032-V25

Lutheran 
Church
of  Australia

BERRI | BARMERA

Christmas Eve

Christmas Day

SATURDAY, DEC 24
Barmera 7pm

Combined

SUNDAY, DEC 25
Berri 9am
Combined

SUNDAY, JAN 1
Berri 11am

Barmera 9am
Pastor S. Trautwein

All Welcome
Phone 0493 021 960

FO
21642-V25

RENMARK | PARINGA

Christmas Eve

Christmas Day

SATURDAY, DEC 24
Paringa 7pm

SUNDAY, DEC 25
Renmark 9am HC

NEW YEAR’S EVE
SATURDAY, DEC 31

Renmark 7pm HC

NEW YEAR’S DAY
SUNDAY, JAN 1

Renmark 9am
Paringa 10.30am HC

 All Welcome
Pastor Roland Adams
Phone 0460 300 492

WAIKERIE

Christmas Eve

Christmas Day

SATURDAY, DEC 24
Waikerie 7pm LR

Lowbank 7pm 
Ramco 7pm LR

SUNDAY, DEC 25
Lowbank 8.45am LR
Ramco 8.45am HC
Waikerie 10am HC

SUNDAY, JAN 1
Waikerie 10am

Lowbank 8.45am HC
Ramco 8.45am LR 

All Welcome
Phone 8541 2689

Anglican 
Church
Riverland

Contact:
Fr.  David Patterson

8586 3288

9am - Renmark 
St Augustine’s 

Eucharist

CHRISTMAS EVE
Saturday, December 24

CHRISTMAS DAY
Sunday, December 25

Sunday, January 1

4.30pm - Waikerie
St James 

Children’s Activity
5pm - Eucharist
7pm - Renmark
St Augustine’s
Family Service

7.30pm - Loxton
The Resurrection

Carols
8pm - Eucharist
11pm - Barmera

St Edmund’s 
Carols

11.30pm - Eucharist

9am - Renmark
St Augustine’s

9am - Barmera
St Edmund’s
11am Loxton

The Resurrection
11am Waikerie 

St James

FO
21374-V25

WEEKS 1, 3 & 5

CHRISTMAS EVE

CHRISTMAS DAY

Catholic 
Church

Mass Times

Saturday
Morgan 6pm

Renmark 6.30pm
Sunday

Berri 9am
Loxton 11am

Waikerie 11am
Barmera 6pm

Saturday, Dec 24
Renmark 6pm

St Joseph’s School, Renmark
Morgan 6pm
Loxton 8pm

Waikerie 8pm
Barmera 10pm

St Joseph’s School, Barmera

Sunday, Dec 25
Berri 9am

Our Lady 
of the River 

Catholic Parish

WEEKS 2 & 4
Saturday

Waikerie 6pm
Berri 6.30pm

Sunday
Renmark 9am
Morgan 9am

Barmera 11am
Loxton 6pm

FO
21581-V25

BERRI
1025 Old Sturt Highway

Church 
     of Christ

GOD’S FAMILY  -
YOUR FAMILY - 

Phone 0419 783 779
berrichurchofchrist.org.au

Sunday, December 25

Christmas Day
9.30am

Sunday, January 1

10am

All Welcome

FO
21529-V25

CHURCH NOTICES
Riverland Christmas

Australia’s waste challenges can’t be solved in just  
one day. So, if you can’t pull together a Clean Up crew, 

you can Step Up with a small donation to help us 
continue to Clean Up Australia, every day.
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pphs.com.au

1A Pinkerton Rd, Naracoorte 

08 8762 3055

PLEASE NOTE
The                  office
will be closing 3pm 

Friday 23rd December 
and re-opening 8.30am 

Tuesday 3rd January.

Best wishes to everyone for the 

festive season. May 2023 be a

 prosperous year for all. 

PAUL KINNAIRD, JASON BERGER

 & THE PPHS TEAM

 PAYMENT OF WATER 
SUPPLY CHARGES

Payment of second quarter charges 
(October to December 2022) are due by: 31 
December 2022.

The Trust office is closed from 5.00pm, 
Thursday 22 December 2022 and will 
open 8.30am, Tuesday 3 January 2023.

Payments will be accepted without penalty 
until Friday 6 January 2023.

R Auricht, Chief Executive Officer
RZ11888

Please be advised that Hoods Agrimotive will cease 
Saturday morning trading as of December 2022. 
We will continue to offer an EMERGENCY PART’S, 
BREAKDOWN SERVICE to our clients

CUSTOMER NOTICE

I will take this opportunity to wish all Riverlanders a 
very safe Christmas and a prosperous 2023, no matter 
how difficult it may be.
Please stay safe throughout the flood crisis. We have 
been serving our community since 1982 and will 
continue to do so in every way possible throughout 
this flood situation.

NORM HOOD 0427 839687
KIRK THIEL 0428 955388

Norm Hood

To our valued customers

RZ
11
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About Us
Riverland Commercial Lawyers was established 
in 2019 in Renmark by Michael Atsaves. 
Michael is a Riverland local with over 15 years 
of experience in city and regional law firms.

The Position
Full-time, part-time or casual (subject to 
negotiation) in the Renmark office, you will 
be responsible for assisting in managing 
administrative aspects of client matters, 
including:
1. File management - opening and closing 

files
2. Liaising with and assisting clients
3. Liaising with third parties
4. Diary and email management
5. General Office Administration and Banking 

Skills & Experience
To be considered in your application, you will 
require the following attributes:
1. High attention to detail
2. Strong communication & computer skills
3. Ability to take responsibility and ownership 

of your work
4. Excellent time management skills
5. LEAP software experience will be an 

advantage

What we offer
Flexible working arrangements and a 
supportive environment.
For further information or to forward an 
applicaton, please contact Michael 

T (08) 8303 9188 
M 0400 251 577 

michael@rivcl.com.au 
146A Renmark Avenue

ADMINISTRATION 
ASSISTANT / PARALEGAL 
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Riverland Commercial Lawyers was established in 
2019 in Renmark by Michael Atsaves. Michael is a 
Riverland local with over 16 years of experience in 
city and regional law firms.

To be considered in your application, you will 
require the following attributes: 
1. Law degree 
2. Experience in the legal profession will be an 

advantage 
3. High attention to detail 
4. Strong communication & computer skills 
5. Ability to take responsibility and ownership  

of your work 
6. Excellent time management and  

organisational skills

Flexible working arrangements and a positive envi-
ronment to support your professional development.

Email your application to michael@rivcl.com.au by 
Friday, 6 January 2023. 

For further information, please contact Michael.

Ph: (08) 8303 9188
161 Renmark Avenue. Renmark, SA 5341

Full-time or part-time (subject to negotiation) in 
the Renmark office, you will be part of the team at 
Riverland Commercial Lawyers and provide legal 
services across a diverse range of legal and convey-
ancing matters.  
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...grow my clinical 
abilities and shape 

my career path

W15335

Registered Nurse, 
Aged Care
Ongoing Part Time  
(multiple positions available)
Riverland Mallee Coorong 
Local Health Network
Loxton
Job Ref: 809195

www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/careers 

I can be part of a friendly country 
community health service which means 
that I am part of the big picture, serving 
my clients as a nurse or midwife, as 
well as being an important member of 
the community myself. This brings joy 
and meaning to my work, and leads me 
to experience a vast array of diverse 
clinical experiences. 

quizthe
Mega holiday editon

1.Lumpy mashed potatoes 2.Broomstick 
3.Richard Nixon 4.Harp 5.Eggs 6.5 gold 

rings 7.Candy cane 8.Tom Hanks 9.Brazil 
10.True-it instead is a sheet of ice that 

floats on top of the sea 11.Epcot 12.Faberge 
13.Lake Como 14.Red, yellow, black 

15.Chicago 16.Aurora Borealis 17.Water 
18.Las Vegas 19.Zeus 20. Zambezi River 
21.Jamaica 22.Tower Bridge 23.An old 
silk hat 24.Big Ben 25.The Nutcracker 

26.The Grand Canyon 27.The Netherlands 
28.Mince pies 29.Rio De Janeiro 30.To 

remind us of the gifts the shepherds 
brought to baby Jesus 31.The Louvre, 
Paris 32.Maundy Thursday 33.Cherry 

Blossom 34.Ireland and Scotland 35.Don 
Henley 36.Taj Mahal 37.Lake Tahoe 

38.Japan 39.Paella 40.You’ll shoot your 
eye out! 41.Guinness 42.Seven swans 
a-swimming 43.True 44.Dublin, Ireland 
45.Bali 46.Vitamin D 47.Sun Protection 

Factor 48.A pie tin 49.Margarita 50.Sydney 
Opera House

BONUS QUESTION ANSWER: The only bird 
in the world to have its nostrils at the tip of 

its long beak is the kiwi

Simply contact the  
Murry Pioneer Office  

to sign up!
Eligible for kids up to 12 years of age

8586 8000  
office@murrypioneer.com.au

Renmark

Join our
Buddy Bunyip
Birthday List

BEWISE
ADVERTISEBEWISE
ADVERTISE

• Immediate start – apply now, applicants 
considered as received 

• $45.83 and up to $91.66 per hour for week-
end work (salary packaging available)

• Flexible 2-4 days per week (including week-
ends) to the end of June 2023

• Positions based at the Berri, Mannum and 
Murray Bridge emergency response centres

Customer Service Advisor - Flood Relief  
(multiple positions available)

Review the position description on our website: 
https://goodshep.org.au/careers-with-us/ 

To discuss this role please contact Sarah Millar, 
Good Money Manager, on 0428 249 454. 

Good Shepherd ANZ has partnered with the SA 
Government to provide safe and responsible No 
Interest Loans (NILs) to eligible community mem-
bers impacted by the recent floods. As a Customer 
Service Advisor you will use your customer service 
skills to assess client needs and eligibility for NILs, 
complete loan applications, and make appropriate 
referrals.

Experience working in client/community services 
is essential. If you are friendly, flexible and cus-
tomer focused, we’d love to hear from you. Please 
note there will be a two week training period in 
Salisbury/Adelaide upon commencement. Travel, 
accommodation and away from home expenses 
will be covered.

RZ11919
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116600kkWW  TTUURRBBOO  DDIIEESSEELL  EENNGGIINNEE
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55  YYEEAARR//113300,,000000KKMM  WWAARRRRAANNTTYY  &&  RROOAADDSSIIDDEE  AASSSSIISSTT  
44xx44  88  SSPPEEEEDD  AAUUTTOOMMAATTIICC

*DRIVEAWAY. AUTO FOR ABN HOLDERS ONLY. NO ADDED OPTIONS. 
^FULL DETAILS OF THE WARRANTY T’S & C’S AVAILABLE IN THE WARRANTY AND SERVICE MANUAL SUPPLIED 

WITH THE VEHICLE. ROADSIDE ASSIST T’S & C’S AVAILABLE AT LDVAUTOMOTIVE.COM.AU

 LDV T60 MAX LUXE DUAL CAB UTE.
EVERYTHING YOU’VE BEEN LOOKING FOR IN A UTE. 

T60 MAX FROM$41,490*
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No 1 East Terrace Loxton  |  Ph 8584 7262  |   www.riverlandmotorgroup.com.au

DRIVE AWAY

MY23 LDV T60 MAX 
PRO DUAL CAB UTE.

7YR WARRANTY & ROADSIDE ASSIST  
200,000KM WARRANTY
4x4, SIDE STEPS, SPORTS BAR

$38,990
T60 MAX FROM

LZ14641

FORMER local Cheryl Pearce AM 
returned briefly to Loxton where 
she was guest speaker at an after-
noon tea held at the Loxton RSL 
sub-branch rooms on Remembrance 
Day last month.

“DC Pearce gave a very interest-
ing talk about her interesting career 
and busy life since leaving Loxton,” 
an RSL spokesperson said.

“DC Pearce recently completed 
her tenure as Force Commander, 
United Nations Forces in Cyprus 
and has now retired as Major 
General  from the Austral ian 
Defence Force.

“She commenced in the role of 
Deputy Commissioner ABF Ports 
and Enforcement on August 30, 
2021, and has responsibility for 
delivering strategic capabilities to 
bring to affect the ABF’s operation-
al outcomes.

“Cheryl graduated from the 
Officer Cadet School Portsea in 
December 1985, commissioning 
into the Royal Australian Corps of 
Military Police. Her regimental ser-
vice includes command appoint-
ments within both the operational 

and domestic environment.
“During the period 2003 to 2006 

DC Pearce commanded the Defence 
Police Training Centre (2003) 
and 1st Military Police Battalion 
(2004-2006) and was appointed as 
a Member of the Order of Australia 
for exceptional service during her 
four-year command tenure.

“Prior to her service in Cyprus 
DC Pearce was Commandant 
Australian Defence Force Academy 
(2017-2018).

“Staff appointments includ-
ed experience with Headquarters 
1st Brigade, G3 Branch Land 
Headquarters, Provost Marshal-
Army, directing staff Australian 
Command and Staff College, 
director Network Centric Warfare 
Capability Development Group, 
d i r e c t o r  S p e c i a l  O p e r a t i o n 
Support and chief of staff Army 
Headquarters.

“DC Pearce  a t t ended  the 
Australian Command and Staff 
College in 2001 and Higher 
Defence College in 2013.

“Her post-graduate qualifica-
tions include a Graduate Diploma 

of Management in Defence Studies 
from the University of Canberra, 
Masters of Intelligence, Policing 
and Counter Terrorism from 
Macquarie University and a Master 
of Arts (Defence Studies) from 
Deakin University.

“ H e r  o p e r a t i o n a l  ex p e r i -
ence included working as part of 

the United Nations in East Timor 
(2002) where she was award-
ed a Chief of Defence Force 
Commendation for bravery.

“She was also appointed as 
the Commander Task Group 
Afghanistan (2016) where she 
received a Commendation for 
Distinguished Service.”

Historian and Loxton RSL sub-branch member David Ward OAM, guest 
speaker Cheryl Pearce AM and sub-branch secretary Lorraine Masters at the 

group’s recent gathering. PHOTO: supplied

Decorated former local 
returns to Loxton RSL

Department 
looks to help 
grain exports
AFTER two exceptional 
years of harvest, the federal 
Department of Agriculture 
says it is working hard to 
support the Australian grain 
export industry meet increased 
export potential.

The department’s Nicola 
Hinder said several initiatives 
were currently under way 
to improve conditions for 
exporters.

“While the floods have 
adversely impacted growers 
in some parts of the country, 
other parts of Australia are 
experiencing their best winter 
crops on record,” she said.

“The department has suc-
cessfully negotiated a treat-
ment program for bulk ship-
ments of grains to Mexico and 
is currently trialling the same 
treatment for grains and puls-
es to India.

“ I n - t r a n s i t  t r e a t m e n t 
removes the need for grain to 
be treated onshore for seven to 
ten days, which reduces con-
gestion at ports...”
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FESTIVE FEVER: Waikerie Bowling Club celebrated the end of its night bowls 
season with over 130 attendees at its finale last week. Greensgoers were 

encouraged to dress up in Christmas kit, with a number of Santa’s helpers in 
attendance. PHOTOS: Facebook

Berri on top of the tree 
B E R R I  l a n d e d 
a  ma jo r  b low to 
Waikerie’s chances 
of topping the Bowls 
Riverland Saturday 
pennant first division 
ladder this season 
wi th  a  three-shot 
win over the second-
p l a c e d  s i d e  l a s t 
Saturday. 

The two sides went 
into the clash locked 
on eight victories 
apiece, but through 
wins to Andy Hill’s 
and Mason Kaufer’s 
rinks, Berri was able 
to edge ahead in the 
wins column.

Wayne Collins’ four 
managed a win over 
Dennis Treloar’s rink, 
but Waikerie failed 
to capitalise on the 
11-shot win at home. 

Berri will now head 
into the Christmas 
break 24 points clear 
at the top of the table, 
with Barmera and 
Renmark making up 
the remaining teams 
in the top four. 

The former missed 
its chance to draw 
level on wins with 
Waikerie last weekend 
when it suffered a sur-
prise loss to bottom-
placed The Lawns. 

John Morena’s rink 
secured one victory 
for the Lakesiders, but 

The Lawns’ remain-
ing two quartets, skip-
pered by Russell and 
Peter Lawton, proved 
too strong for the trav-
elling team. 

L o x t o n  a l s o 
sprung a surprise vic-
tory over Renmark, 
the  s ide’s  second 
win of the year. Des 
Schliebs’ four starred 
for Loxton at home, 
handing Matt Lacey’s 
rink a 15-shot loss as 
Loxton emerged vic-
torious in all three 
rinks. 

B e r r i  c o n t i n -
ued its dominance 
over  second divi-
sion with a win over 
The Lawns, with the 
side set to head into 
the Christmas break 
ahead of Waikerie in 
second by 10 points. 

Waikerie remains 
undefeated in third 
division, defeating 
Berri Blue last week-
end to make it 11 
straight wins to start 
the season. 
RESULTS
FIRST DIVISION
Loxton 64 d Renmark 35. 
D. Schliebs 25 d M. Lacey 
10; P. Kimber 18 d B. 
Dopson 9; R. Coombs 21 d 
S. Blee 16. 
Berri 53 d Waikerie 50. 
A. Hill 23 d G. Johns 11; 
M. Kaufer 18 d A. Fulwood 
16; D. Treloar 12 lost to W. 
Collins 23. 

The Lawns 61 d Barmera 
49. 
R. Adam 12 lost to J. 
Morena 29; P. Lawton 24 d 
C. Karantonis 6; R. Lawton 
25 d R. Reynolds 14. 
Points: Berri 230; Waikerie 
206; Barmera 173; 
Renmark 95; Loxton 84; 
The Lawns 70. 
SECOND DIVISION
Monash 69 d Renmark 
44.
I. Potts 23 d H. ter Bogt 
19; M. Wood 24 d B. 
Knight 11; M. Kruger 22 d 
L. Warren 14. 
Berri Red 70 d The Lawns 
Red 60. 
S. Hall 32 d B. Haby 11; D. 
Spicer 18 lost to R. Sutton 
22; J. Grosser 20 lost to R. 
Ashworth 27. 
Barmera 60 d Lyrup 48. 
C. Gamble 16 d S. Munro 
14; W. Uppington 26 d P. 
Drewett 9; D. Mills 18 lost 
to J. Wrigley 25. 
Loxton RSL 64 d Waikerie 
47. 
D. Drabsch 19 d R. Davies 
17; C. Inglis 22 d H. Hope 
16; G. Huppatz 23 d D. 
Morley 14. 
Berri 74 d The Lawns 50. 
B. Hollis 29 d B. Lewan 7; 
K. Carpenter 38 d K. Smith 
10; R. Kuchel 7 lost to M. 
Spano 33. 
Points: Berri 185; Waikerie 
175; Monash 134; 
Barmera 126; Loxton RSL 
113; The Lawns Red 111; 
The Lawns 108; Lyrup 
102; Loxton 101; Renmark 
90; Berri Red 55. 
THIRD DIVISION
Berri 58 d Moorook 47. 
W. Couzens 18 d A. 
Wachtel 17; J. Bradford 
23 d M. Couzner 14; K. 
Tanner 17 d C. Pantic 16. 
Renmark 70 d Lyrup 53. 
M. Walker 23 d D. Hill 

16; J. Thompson 23 d P. 
Denton 21; C. Vriends 24 d 
T. Slater 16. 
Monash 54 d Barmera 
50. 
S. Voigt 16 d I. Lloyde 14; 
Pending 27 d H. Robinson 
16; R. Wright 11 lost to T. 
Brown 20. 
Loxton Red 81 d Loxton 
RSL 52. 
M. Schutz 17 lost to T. 
Watkins 22; K. Maynard 
32 d H. Dreschler 11; R. 
Lee 32 d P. Smith 19. 
Waikerie 79 d Berri Blue 
47. 
B. Hill 30 d R. Grosser 15; 
W. Burris 25 d D. Irwin 
19; S. Canney 24 d P. 
Ledsham 13. 
Loxton White 72 d The 
Lawns 61. 
B. Arnold 19 lost to A. 
Eckermann 32; F. Armfield 
26 d L. Pinyon 14; K. 
Brandsma 27 d P. Brown 
15. 
Points: Waikerie 269; 
Berri 213; Barmera 203; 
Renmark 179; Loxton Red 
166; Monash 142; The 
Lawns 119; Moorook 115; 
Loxton White 110; Loxton 
RSL 97; Lyrup 67; Berri 
Blue 34. 
FOURTH DIVISION
Barmera 42 d Waikerie 
Hornets 33. 
K. Brown 15 lost to M. 
Morley 19; T. Daelman 27 
d S. Moritz 14; Waikerie 
Regents 53 d The Lawns 
36. 
M. Boehm 42 d M. 
McCawley 10; S. Schiers 
11 lost to V. Crouch 26. 
Monash d Loxton (forfeit). 
Points: Waikerie Regents 
188; Monash 160; 
Waikerie Hornets 129; 
Barmera 94; The Lawns 
78; Moorook 63; Loxton 8. 

Peter 
Lawton of 

The Lawns 
(above) 

led his rink 
to victory 
over the 

opposing 
Barmera 
quartet, 

skippered 
by Christos 
Karantonis, 

in last 
weekend’s 

round of 
Bowls 

Riverland 
Saturday 
pennants 

first division. 
PHOTOS: 

Grant 
Schwartzkopff

Pennant tie closes out the year
A TIE between Renmark and 
Monash headlined the final 
round of Bowls Riverland 
Wednesday pennants for 2022 
last week.

The two sides finished 
locked on 65 shots after sec-
ond-bottom Renmark picked 
up wins in two of the three 
rinks. 

The remaining Monash 
quartet, skippered by Sandy 
Elsdon, managed to cancel out 
the side’s deficit with a 17-shot 
win over their Renmark oppo-
sition. 

M e a n w h i l e ,  B a r m e r a 
ensured it would enter the 
Christmas break in top spot 
after a narrow win over The 
Lawns. 

Waikerie remains hot on the 
heels of the Lakesiders, fol-

lowing the side’s 15-shot win 
away at Berri last week, while 
Loxton ended the year on a 
high, storming to a 54-shot 
victory over Lyrup. 

The top two sides in second 
division went head-to-head, 
with Berri Blue emerging vic-
torious over clubmates Berri 
Red and reducing the gap at 
the top of the table to just three 
points. 
RESULTS
FIRST DIVISION
Barmera 56 d The Lawns 52. 
K. Mellon 23 d S. Machell 11; J. 
Gartner 18 drew with J. Knight 18; C. 
Shugg 15 lost to M. Spano 23. 
Monash 65 drew with Renmark 65. 
R. Potts 23 lost to S. Schulz 29; S. 
Elsdon 29 d J. Cooper 12; C. Traeger 
13 lost to C. Eagle 24. 
Loxton 89 d Lyrup 35. 
M. Schutz 36 d B. Howe 7; D. 
Vaughan 21 drew with R. Smith 21; 
B. Mattner 32 d R. Adam 7. 

Waikerie 61 d Berri 46. 
M. Morley 22 d R. Butt 17; C. Davies 
16 lost to K. Treloar 21; J. Morley 23 
d C. Eichenberger 8. 
Points: Barmera 249; Waikerie 226; 
Monash 213; Loxton 152; Berri 141; 
The Lawns 139; Renmark 97; Lyrup 
29. 
SECOND DIVISION
Loxton 57 d Waikerie 19. 
N. Milich 35 d S. Short 5; M. Tygh 22 
d N. DellaZoppa 14.
Moorook 43 d Loxton RSL 29.
H. Smith 26 d J. Smith 11; L. 
Tschirpig 17 lost to H. Dreschler 18. 
Berri Blue 47 d Berri Red 32. 
K. Tanner 21 d L. Blades 19; N. Miller 
26 d J. Bradford 13. 
The Lawns 48 d The Lawns Red 35. 
C. Haar 16 lost to E. Kennedy 25; L. 
Pinyon 32 d R. Christie 10.
Barmera 43 d Renmark 26. 
M. Wade 21 d B. Cornelius 16; K. 
Brown 22 d B. Warren 10. 
Points: Berri Red 236; Berri Blue 
233; The Lawns 211; Moorook 188; 
Loxton 149; The Lawns Red 145; 
Loxton RSL 104; Waikerie 101; 
Barmera 51; Renmark 22.

Midweek triples action down to the wire
THE Lawns Red survived 
a scare from 14th-placed 
Monash to run out five-shot 
victors, leaving the side within 
striking distance of Barmera at 
the top of the Bowls Riverland 
midweek triples table.

Monash had won just one 
game from 11 matches heading 
into the match but pushed the 
high-flying Lawns side to the 
limit at Monash. 

Meanwhile, Loxton Red 
picked up a win over club-
mates Loxton White, while 
Waikerie recorded a mammoth 
89-shot win over Barmera 
Pelicans under the dome. 

Renmark Gold and Renmark 
Green also secured wins 

against Berri Blue and Berri 
Red respectively, leaving the 
two sides equal on wins head-
ing into round 13. 
RESULTS
Loxton Red 95 d Loxton White 65.
G. Cockshell 30 d W. Harrison 17; 
T. Allister 22 d P. Vaughan 15; R. 
Coombs 19 d H. Appleton 15; G. 
Schulz 24 d T. Thurston 18. 
Waikerie 136 d Barmera Pelicans 
47. 
W. Burris 29 d T. Daelman 12; R. 
Mortimer 32 d C. O’Connor 17; N. 
Harcombe 38 d H. Robinson 9; G. 
Lloyd 37 d T. Brown 9. 
Loxton Blue 103 d Loxton RSL 65. 
D. Kimber 30 d T. Wurst 12; N. Thiele 
27 d G. Huppatz 18; R. Hancock 24 
d B. Manuel 21; D. Schliebs 22 d D. 
Drabsch 14. 
Lyrup 104 d The Lawns 59.
K. Carter 31; K. Knight 18; J. Morena 
27 d C. Weir 11; G. Milich 21 d 

K. Schlopp 12; P. Denton 25 d R. 
Ashworth 18. 
Renmark Green 91 d Berri Red 65.
M. Rice 23 d J. Trezise 14; B. Knight 
19 d S. Eichenberger 18; M. Lacey 
35 d G. Elleway 10; S. Blee 14 lost to 
J. Cresp 23. 
The Lawns Red 84 d Monash 79.
R. Adam 21 drew with R. Jury 21; 
S. Ivanovic 17 lost to W. Pahl 24; P. 
Lawton 24 d B. John 16; R. Lawton 
22 d P. Raams 18. 
Renmark Gold 82 d Berri Blue 66.
B. Dopson 15 drew with A. Kosturjak 
15; B. Lockett 16 lost to J. Jungfer 
24; H. ter Bogt 21 d K. Carpenter; B. 
Cropper 30 d J. Centofanti 10. 
Points: Barmera 285; The Lawns Red 
263; Loxton Red 197; Renmark Gold 
193; Renmark Green 189; Waikerie 
188; Berri Blue 163; Lyrup 162; 
Loxton RSL 161; Loxton Blue 139; 
Berri Red 118; Loxton White 105; 
Barmera pelicans 90; Monash 56; 
The Lawns 41. 
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Having a ball Having a ball 
for charityfor charity

A NEW-look Riverland Baseball 
charity night has been deemed a 
“great success” after a bumper 
crowd flocked to Glassey Park last 
Friday night to raise money for the 
Berri Rotary Club. 

The association’s committee 
opted to change its tune from pre-
vious years, and publicity officer 
Paul Reid says the switch-up was 
well received by those in attend-
ance. 

“Typically we do it with a home-
and-away match and throw in the 
charity aspect but the committee’s 
vision this year was to try and put 
the game in the spotlight, creating 
other avenues to get potential play-
ers and different people down,” he 
said. 

“If you stick with the same 
methods, you get the same result. 

“We invited different sporting 
codes so we had Renmark basket-
ballers and the Berri Tennis Club, 
but the big bonus was that we com-
bined with Riverland softball. 

“We tied it in with the Berri 
Rotary Club, who brought a fair 
amount of people as well. 

“They bring a couple of kids and 

different families and then that all 
adds to it. 

“We threw the charity game 
open to anyone and everyone and 
we ended up with 48 players, so 24 
per team. 

“It was a huge success and eve-
ryone that was there enjoyed it and 
had a ball. They’re already talking 
about doing it again.

“The commitment from the 
committee was great because those 
nights are never easy.”

The association was able to raise 
$2596 for the Berri Rotary Club, 
with the funds likely to go towards 
upgrading facilities at Glassey 
Park. 

“What we’re trying to do is 
get some permanent seating for 
Glassey Park,” Mr Reid said. 

“We caught up with their presi-
dent Peter Jarvis, who actually 
threw the first pitch and is a former 

baseballer, and our aim is to work 
together with them to get some alu-
minium seating. 

“We’re getting quotes at the 
moment for an elevated grandstand 
tier and we’ve got finals in March, 
so if all goes to plan hopefully 
we can have them in for the finals 
series.

“I say it all the time to people, 
but I don’t think there’s many bet-
ter spots in the Riverland on a 
Friday night than Glassey Park. 

“It’s a fantastic facility and the 
comments around that were some 
of the ones I appreciated the most.”

The night’s festivities involved 
the Riverland Softball Association 
for the first time, with star pitch-
er Johanna Grauer taking centre 
stage. 

“When we were having our 
meetings, our target was to have 
quality pitchers on the mound so 
that people actually get to swing,” 
he said.

“So, we had Jesse Stemberger, 
who is probably the best pitcher 
in Riverland baseball, and soft-
ball returned serve with Johanna, 
and there was just so many people 

amazed with how fast that lady can 
pitch a ball. 

“I was running around helping 
out, but I had to go out there and 
face it. 

“I’ve faced some hardcore pitch-
ing in my time but that was by far 
the quickest.”

The night catered to community 
members of all ages, with a special 
appearance from a North Pole resi-
dent a highlight for the kids.

“It’ll definitely be an annual 
thing from now on,” Mr Reid said.

“We had Father Christmas show 
up too, with Berri MFS bringing 
him in with a fire truck. 

“I’ve been involved in base-
ball for a long time and have been 
lucky enough to win premierships 
and stuff, but I can honestly say 
that was my favourite night, it was 
sensational.” 

Locals flocked 
to Glassey 
Park to show 
their support 
for Riverland 
baseball last 
Friday night, 
with a strong 
crowd in 
attendance 
for the 
association’s 
annual charity 
match. 
PHOTOS: Grant 
Schwartzkopff

Even Santa stepped up to the plate during the festivities.

A year in review for Riverland school sport
PETER SAFRALIDIS
C O V I D - 1 9  w a s 
u n f o r t u n a t e l y  s t i l l 
a thorn in our side, 
causing the cancellation 
and rescheduling of 
events, but we did our 
best ,  again running 
what must be close to 
the largest school sport 
program in the state. 

In total we had 3971 
total participants for the 
year (the same student 
would be counted again 
if in multiple events) 
from 27 schools over 
Riverland team tri-
als and our 16 district 
events, with 223 stu-
dents acting as officials. 

From there we had 
many go on to represent 
the Riverland or their 
high schools at state 

events, and 13 went 
on to represent South 
Australian school teams 
at national carnivals. 

This was all great fun 
with many health ben-
efits, but it also: 

q  built camaraderie 
and teamwork 
q encouraged critical 

and creative thinking 
q  promoted disci-

pline and collaborative 
learning 

q  promoted values 
such as ethics, respect, 
r e spons ib i l i ty,  and 
inclusivity 
q promoted literacy 

and numeracy in many 
ways 
q linked to the cur-

riculum, with students 
gaining SACE credits, 
working toward units 
of work being covered 
at school and being 
assessed on their efforts 
at our carnivals. 

Thank you to the fol-
lowing people/groups 
who this would not have 
occurred without: 
q  our school sport 

co-ordinators, whose 
passion for school sport 
and expert organisa-
tion gave their students 

so many opportunities, 
whilst  these people 
also regularly help at a 
Riverland level. 
q  principals and 

schools  suppor t ing 
the release of staff to 
organise events as well 
as their own schools. 
Large scale events like 
the athletics and swim-
ming would not be pos-
sible without this. 
q  l e a d e r s  a n d 

schools arranging their 
own calendars to suit 
school sport 
q  our volunteers 

– Many events would 
not be possible with-
out these hard-working, 
generous and efficient 
people. They certainly 
are appreciated, and I 
hope we have all made 

this clear. 
q  our student event 

offic ia ls ,  and their 
schools for organising 
and releasing them. This 
year they were again 
efficient and hard work-
ing; it is a highlight for 
me working with them. 
They all received a cer-
tificate with the links to 
learning printed on the 
back. 
q our sponsors who 

supported our program 
so well with discounted 
goods, awards for stu-
dents and volunteers, 
and money which went 
toward our bigger car-
nivals. We hope they 
feel valued with names 
on ribbons and in pro-
grams, mentions in 
speeches and media and 

invitations to present 
awards. 
q  our Riverland 

team coaches, who in 
a similar fashion to the 
school sport co-ordi-
nators, go above and 
beyond, giving their 
own time to provide our 
students the best experi-
ence. 
q  the Riverland 

media, who do a fantas-
tic job of covering and 
promoting Riverland 
school sport. 

Once again thank you 
all, and I certainly hope 
we continue to gain the 
support of all to contin-
ue our contributions to 
sport and education in 
the Riverland.
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LOXTON ended Renmark’s unbeaten run 
in Riverland basketball’s division one men’s 
competition with an eight-point victory on 
Monday night. 

An extra round of fixtures was played 
heading into the Christmas break, with two 
matches in the men’s and one in the top 
women’s division on Monday evening. 

Brandan Tregeagle’s steady shooting saw 
Loxton to victory at home over the previ-
ously unbeaten Steamers, with the guard 
dropping three three-pointers in his 17-point 
performance. 

Meanwhile, Waikerie claimed a rare win, 
with a victory over the Blazers on Monday 
night. 

Kyle Ling was dominant for the home 
side, scoring 18 points in the win and was 
well supported by Jonathon Twigden and 
Aidan Perks. 

In the women’s division, Renmark’s sec-
ond-string side survived a late scare against 
Loxton’s second team to claim its first win 
of the season, thanks largely to a strong 
showing Mijanou Newman.

Thursday’s regular round of fixtures saw 
Renmark best Barmera in the men’s top divi-
sion.

Judd Hansen has been the standout per-
former so far for the Steamers, but the under-
sized guard took a backseat last week as 
athletic forward Adren Herrador Vuleta took 
over. 

He poured in 21 points for the home side, 
while Declan Johnson added 16 including 
four makes from beyond the arc. 

The Lakers set up an early lead, but 
Renmark’s fitness came to the fore as the 
game went on, with the Steamers blowing 
the lead out to 15 points at the final break. 

Dillon Millard topped the scoring charts 
for the travelling team, but his 17 points, 
along with 15 from Kye Stokes, failed to 
bring the points home for Barmera. 

Meanwhile, Loxton added to Berri’s string 
of losses, thanks largely to a 33-point perfor-
mance from Rogan Kennedy. 

Kennedy has averaged a touch over 24 
points-per-game since he returned to the 
Loxton lineup three matches ago.

Brandan Tregeagle shot well to score 16 
points for the Supercats, with nine of those 
coming from behind the three-point line. 

Heath Campbell played a lone hand for 
the Blazers, who continue to struggle in the 
2022/23 season. 

They remain in fourth, with the side’s only 
win coming against bottom-placed Waikerie 
in round five. 

An explosive performance from Chelsea 
Wutke saw Barmera claim the points over 
Renmark in the top women’s division, with 
the teenager lighting up the Steamers from 
deep. 

She hit four threes on her way to 29 
points, with her side remaining clear on top 
of the table heading into Christmas after an 
impressive 9-1 start to the season. 

Loxton managed to hold off Berri and 
remain in second spot after beating the 
Blazers by three points, with Mackella 
Hogan topping the scoring charts with 15. 

Sarah Campbell continued her strong run 
of form scoring 18 points in Waikerie’s win 
over Barmera’s second team.
Results
MEN
Division one
Loxton 24 49 65 86
Berri 12 27 42 57
Points: Loxton – R. Kennedy 33, B. Tregeagle 16, J. 
Will 14, K. Miller, C. Lange 9, K. Serafin 5. Berri – H. 
Campbell 19, J. Szalbot 15, L. Dack 12, O. Hunyadi 4, 
R. Kunoth 3, W. Frankel, R. Tieste 2. 
Renmark 13 28 51 72
Barmera 16 26 36 63
Points: Renmark – A. Herrador Vuleta 21, D. Johnson 
16, J. Hansen 13, R. Curtis 10, A. Curtis 7, Z. Gartery 
4, C. Gartery 1. Barmera – D. Millard 17, K. Stokes 
15, M. Wellington, F. Dillon 10, B. Hembling 7, R. 
Haigh, L. Warnett 2. 
Loxton 15 28 43 62
Renmark 21 36 44 54
Points: Loxton – B. Tregeagle 17, R. Kennedy, C. 
Lange 16, J. Will 7, C. Wright 6. Renmark – R. Curtis 
13, Z. Gartery, J. Hansen 10, A. Herrador Vuleta 8, C. 
Gartery 7, D. Johnson 4, A. Curtis 2.
Waikerie 12 24 36 51
Berri 8 22 41 48
Points: Waikerie – K. Ling 18, J. Twigden 10, A. Perks 
8, B. Fridd 7, K. Hahn 4, S. Smyth 3, D. Leuders 2. 
Berri – Heath Campbell 17, Harrison Campbell 12, J. 
Szalbot 7, W. Frankel 6, R. Kunoth 4, O. Hunyadi 2. 
Division two
Loxton 56 d Barmera 30; Waikerie 52 d Berri 28; 
Waikerie 40 d Barmera 32; Loxton 52 d Berri 11.
Division three
Loxton 41 d Tigers 20; Allstars 43 d Berri 40; 
Supercats 110 d Chaffey 41; Steamers 48 d Waikerie 
White 44; Rovers 70 d Waikerie Black 53; Blazers 29 
d Barmera 18; Wildcats 65 d Paringa 36; Warriors 39 
d Paringa 37; Blazers 41 d Steamers 21; Rovers 34 
d Supercats 33; Loxton 37 d Warriors 26; Tigers 28 d 
Berri 21; Allstars 56 d Chaffey 31; Waikerie Black 48 
d Waikerie White 39; Blazers 78 d Berri 32; Loxton 40 
d Allstars 32; Paringa 40 d Renmark 28; Wildcats 57 
d Waikerie Black 37; Rovers 78 d Waikerie White 42; 
Barmera 52 d Steamers 21; Supercats 38 d Warriors 
35; Chaffey 43 d Tigers 34.
Division four
Barmera 31 d Blazers 30; Berri 40 d Lakers 23; 
Barmera 54 d Lakers 15; Berri 28 d Blazers 16.
Under 18 (div 1)
Barmera 53 d Renmark 33; Loxton 68 d Berri 30.
Under 18 (div 2)
Waikerie 57 d Renmark 39; Loxton 30 d Supercats 
25.
Under 16 (div 1)
Waikerie 39 d Renmark 37; Loxton 31 d Barmera 27.
Under 16 (div 2)
Barmera 49 d Waikerie 16; Loxton 48 d Lakers 32; 
Supercats 43 d Renmark 38; Berri 24 d Blazers 20.
Under 14 (div 1)
Renmark 72 d Waikerie 12; Loxton 30 d Berri 23.
Under 14 (div 2)
Lakers 44 d Barmera 26; Renmark 44 d Supercats 
10.
Under 12 (div 1)
Berri 42 d Barmera 10; Renmark 33 d Waikerie 15.
Under 12 (div 2)

Lakers 20 d Supercats 9; Waikerie 32 d Loxton 9.
WOMEN
Division one/two
Waikerie 25 34 44 49
Barmera D2 3 14 19 32
Points: Waikerie – S. Campbell 18, Y. Liu 10, H. 
Lehmann 8, S. Hyde 5, C. Turner, T. Fridd 4. Barmera 
D2 – K. Tsorotiotis 16, R. Gay 6, H. Hodgson, C. 
Doupis 4, S. Whitbourne 2. 
Loxton 12 20 32 39
Berri 10 16 27 36
Points: Loxton – M. Hogan 15, S. Rucioch 7, M. Pfeiler 
6, A. Modlinski 5, M. Wright 4, K. Harman 2. Berri – E. 
Cameron 12, A. Westley 7, E. Jordan, D. Eleftheriadis 
5, E. Westley 4, A. Fenwick 2, A. Morgan 1. 
Barmera 21 31 40 66
Renmark 5 14 20 32
Points: Barmera – C. Wutke 29, K. Stavrou 12, A. 
Haigh 10, K. Barnett 7, J. Kassulke, L. Hill 4. Renmark 
– D. Haynes 10, D. Johnson 9, M. Petersen 6, T. 
Moldovan, L. Haynes 3, J. Haynes 1. 
Steamers 9 17 25 32
Loxton D2 5 10 14 30
Points: Steamers – M. Newman 10, A. Koumbarakos 
9, Z. Siviour 7, A. Esam 4, B. Martinson 2. Loxton D2 
– A. Holmes 10, L. Uren 9, A. Viney 6, H. Bullock 5. 
Division three
Wildcats 50 d Supercats 13; Catstars 35 d Loxton 
30; Allstars 38 d Tigers 25; Berri 38 d Renmark 12; 

Barmera 29 d Wildcats 12; Tigers 28 d Supercats 
23; Loxton 59 d Allstars 19; Berri 36 d Waikerie 22; 
Catstars 41 d Renmark 20; Wildcats 58 d Renmark 
44; Barmera 63 d Paringa 27; Catstars 73 d Allstars 
28; Renmark 40 d Wildcats 28; Barmera 44 d Tigers 
11; Berri 65 d Supercats 8; Loxton 32 d Waikerie 16.
Division four
Renmark 67 d Loxton 23; Berri 37 d Barmera 25; 
Waikerie 23 d Blazers 21; Supercats 31 d Steamers 
17; Barmera 34 d Waikerie 18; Blazers 26 d 
Steamers 22; Renmark 49 d Supercats 14.
Under 18
Barmera 42 d Waikerie 18; Berri 45 d Loxton 10.
Under 16 (div 1)
Loxton 31 d Berri 18; Barmera 43 d Renmark 24.
Under 16 (div 2)
Loxton 25 d Renmark 12; Waikerie 37 d Supercats 
19.
Under 14 (div 1)
Berri 73 d Barmera 6; Loxton 47 d Waikerie 10.
Under 14 (div 2)
Waikerie 32 d Barmera 15; Berri 52 d Lakers 20; 
Renmark 39 d Supercats 10.
Under 12 (div 1)
Waikerie 31 d Barmera 6; Renmark 30 d Berri 4.
Under 12 (div 2)
Loxton 41 d Waikerie 4; Tigers 56 d Barmera 2; 
Supercats 17 d Berri 2.

By
ALEXANDRA 
BULL

alexandra.bull@murraypioneer.com.au

Renmark Rowing Club heading to Lake Bonney
IN what is a club first, 
Renmark Rowing Club 
members are heading 
to Lake Bonney to get 
their rowing fix, no 
longer able to row on 
the River Murray due to 
the flood.

T h e  R e n m a r k 
Rowing Club will row 
in Barmera on Saturday, 
January 22, with presi-
dent Tony Townsend 
saying the river was 
simply too high.

“From a safety aspect 
we don’t want to be 
rowing on the river until 
it becomes safe again,” 
he said.

“We don’t  know 
when we will be able 
to get back onto the 
Murray. It’s just one of 

those things – we will 
be guided by those able 
to make decisions of the 
safety around using the 
river.

“We just have to wait 
and do something else 
in between, and that’s 
where I suppose the 
idea of rowing on Lake 
Bonney came from 
given it’s now a closed 
waterway, so it won’t be 
rising or falling anytime 
soon.

“For us, it’s an oppor-
tunity to get back on the 
water rather, than row-

ing on an ergo machine 
in the club.”

Mr Townsend said 
at this stage the row on 
Lake Bonney would a 
once-off, and that the 
club would invite Berri 
and Waikerie rowing 
clubs to join it for a 
“casual” row.

“It’s just great to get 
out on the water and 
actually row,” he said.

“I was talking to one 
of our senior members 
and he can’t remember 
anyone from Renmark 
rowing on Lake Bonney, 

so it might be a first for 
our club.”

W h i l e  t h e  r ow -
ing conditions will be 

a little different from 
the River Murray, Mr 
Townsend said the club 
was hoping to make it a 

“really fun morning” for 
all involved.

“There won’t be any 
current, so we won’t 

be contending with the 
flow, (although) from 
all accounts it can get a 
little bit choppy with the 
wind,” he said.

“While we are hop-
ing to get on the water 
in January, it will be 
subject to favourable 
weather condit ions. 
But we are just hoping 
to have a bit of a row 
with other club mem-
bers from around the 
Riverland and see where 
it may go from there.

“At the end of the 
day, it would be great 
to get everyone out 
there and enjoy anoth-
er part of the fantastic 
Riverland region in a 
different way.”

Members of the Renmark Rowing Club will head to Barmera next year to row on 
Lake Bonney for the first time. PHOTO: Facebook

Jesse Will 
(left) and 

Heath 
Campbell 
hunt the 

ball during 
Loxton 

and Berri’s 
clash last 
Thursday.

Loxton’s 
Rogan 
Kennedy flys 
to the hoop 
during his 
side’s win 
over Berri 
last week 
in Riverland 
division 
one men’s 
basketball. 
PHOTOS: 
Grant 
Schwartzkopff

Supercats sink Steamers 
before basketball’s break
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Cobdogla on top at Christmas break
COBDOGLA has wrestled back control in 
the Riverland Lawn Tennis top division, with 
a comfortable win over Renmark seeing the 
side leapfrog its opponents into first place on 
the ladder. 

Cobby was nearly bested by Loxton White 
the week prior, but made no mistake last 
weekend when it hosted Renmark. 

The top-seeded side ran out six-set vic-
tors over previously top Renmark, despite 
star duo Sam Butterworth and Hayden 
Carter going down in the top doubles contest 
against Renmark pair Dave Strongman and 
John Pick. 

It would be the only doubles win for 
Renmark as Cobdogla flexed its muscle, 
winning the remaining five rubbers along 
with four of the six singles clashes. 

OIivia Hughes and Haylee Poulish scored 
wins for the travelling side, but Cobdogla’s 
top-ranked players set the standard, with 
Butterworth squaring the ledger against 
Strongman in their singles clash, winning 
6-0. 

Youngsters Cohen Battams and Tom 
Nettle also secured wins for Cobby, with 
the side still unbeaten to start the 2022/23 
season. 

Meanwhile, Berri Blue produced an upset 
win over Loxton White to end the year on a 

high. 
The two sides split the doubles matches 

3-3, with Blue able to overcome its oppo-
nents by winning four out of six singles 
matches. 

Georgia Tzanavaras went unbeaten in her 
three matches, teaming up with Emme Reid 
and Phil Cresp in her doubles rubbers to 
great effect. 

Phil Smith put in a strong showing for 
Loxton White, winning all three of his out-
ings, but it was not enough to secure his 
side’s first victory since the competition split 
into divisions one and two. 

The win means Berri Blue is lifted off the 
bottom of the table and will end the year in 
third place before competition restarts in late 
January. 

Meanwhile, Barmera Hall of Framers 
defeated Berri Red in a thriller in the sec-
ond division, while Loxton Yellow trounced 
Loxton Black by 10 sets. 
SENIORS
DIVISION ONE
Cobdogla 9-67 d Renmark 3-39
Doubles: S. Butterworth/H. Carter lost to D. 
Strongman/J. Pick 3-9; C. Battams/N. Battams d 
E. Sleep/M. Cornelius 9-2; E. Carter/L. Nettle d C. 
Martin/H. Poulish 9-6; S. Butterworth/J. Inglis d D. 
Strongman/M. Cornelius 6-1; H. Carter/E. Carter d 
C. Cornelius/O. Hughes 7-5; L. Nettle/T. Nettle d E. 
Sleep/ C. Martin 6-1. 

Singles: S. Butterworth d D. Strongman 6-0; H. Carter 
d C. Cornelius 6-3; C. Battams d E. Sleep 6-0; T. 
Nettle d M. Cornelius 6-0; E. Carter lost to O. Hughes 
2-6; H. Drogemuller lost to H. Poulish 1-6. 
Berri Blue 7-64 d Loxton White 5-57
Doubles: P. Reid/P. Cresp lost to P.Smith/J. Lane 7-9; 
S. Mcpherson/S. Vallelonga 3-9; G. Tzanavaras/E. 
Reid d T. Smith/S. Nield 9-1; P. Reid/S. Mcpherson 
lost to P.Smith/S. Gillett 2-6; P. Cresp/G. Tzanavaras 
d J. Lane/T. Smith 6-4; E. Reid/S. Vallelonga d S. 
Nield/B. Reichelt 6-3. 
Singles: P. Reid lost to P. Smith 4-6; P. Cresp d J. Lane 
6-2; S. Mcpherson lost to S. Gillett 3-6; S. Vallelonga 
d B. Reichelt 6-4; G. Tzanavaras d T. Smith 6-3; E. 
Reid d S. Nield 6-4. 
DIVISION TWO
Barmera Hall of Framers 7-59 d Berri Red 5-52
Doubles: M. Jericho/J. Bannear lost to B. Rogers/R. 
Mason 7-9; L. Marks/M. Henwood lost to R. 
Cresp/M. Horsman 2-9; S. Albrecht/K. Bannear d K. 
Hayes/E. Mathews 9-4; M. Jericho/L. Marks lost to 
B. Rogers/R. Mason 2-6; J. Bannear/S. Albrecht d J. 
Fulham/R. Cresp 6-4; K. Bannear/M. Henwood d M. 
Horsman/E. Mathews 6-4. 
Singles: M. Jericho d B. Rogers 6-0; J. Bannear lost 
to R. Mason 1-6; L. Marks lost to R. Cresp 2-6; M. 
Henwood d W. Cresp 6-0; S. Albrecht d K. Hayes 6-2; 
K. Bannear d J. Fulham 6-2. 
Loxton Yellow 11-75 d Loxton Black 1-29
Doubles: T. Griffin/N. Gibbs d C. Wall/W. Gillett 9-3; 
J. Rubarth/M. Roberts d L. Jachmann/M. Hoye 9-1; 
J. Pearn/D. Gibbs d Z. Hughes/unspecified player 
9-5; T. Griffin/N. Gibbs d C. Wall/L. Jachmann 6-2; 
J. Pearn/J. Rubarth d W. Gillett/E. Hughes 6-2; D. 
Gibbs/M. Roberts d unspecified player/M. Hoye 6-3.
Singles: T. Griffin d C. Wall 6-4; N. Gibbs d W. Gillett 
6-0; J. Rubarth lost to L. Jachmann 0-6; M. Roberts d 

M. Hoye 6-0; J. Pearn d Z. Hughes 6-3; D. Gibbs d E. 
Hughes 6-0.
DIVISION THREE 
Cobby Crushers 9-58 d Berri “Work In Progress” 1-19; 
Barmera All About That Ace 9-61 d Moorook 1-31; 
Cobdogla (2) 6-47 d Barmera Ace Ace Baby 4-42; 
Cobdogla (3) 7-51 d Renmark Sharks 3-40; Loxton 
Bashers 8-50 d Renmark Dolphins 2-29

JUNIORS 
Green 1
Berri Topspinners 8-48 d Renmark Joeys 0-14; 
Cobdogla 8-48 d Renmark Owls 0-13. 
Green 2
Barmera Bombers 7-39 d Berri 1-19; Waikerie 
Slammers 5-32 d Cobdogla Falcons 3-25; Barmera 
Blues 5-38 d Cobdogla Kites 3-23.
Green 3
Renmark Kookaburras 4-33 d Barmera Lions 3-34; 
Barmera Tigers 6-42 d Loxton Hewitt 1-20; Waikerie 
3-34 d Berri 3-26.
Green 4
Loxton Stosur 7-39 d Berri 0-15; Loxton Deminaur 
4-37 d Waikerie 2-30; Renmark Diamonds 5-34 d 
Cobdogla Eagles 1-24.
Orange 1
Berri 5-28 d Loxton Saville 1-18; Renmark Koalas 
8-41 d Loxton Popyrin 0-8; Barmera 8-36 d Cobdogla 
Kestrels 0-11.
Orange 2
Barmera 5-28 d Cobdogla 2-17; Renmark Possums 
7-36 d Loxton Tomljanovic 0-8.
Yellow
Cobdogla 8-48 d Loxton Kyrgios 0-14; Barmera Power 
5-38 d Renmark Sharks 3-29; Loxton Barty 7-45 d 
Berri 1-13.

Dave Strongman of Renmark (left) and Cohen Battams of Cobdogla shone for their respective sides when the two clubs went head-to-head last Saturday. Cobdogla came out on top, winning the 
fixture by six sets, securing first place heading into Christmas in the process. PHOTOS: Grant Schwartzkopff

A PAIR of Cobdogla Primary School 
students ended a successful 2022 with a 
bang, with one representing his state and 
another nominated for a prestigious award. 

Tom Nettle added to his already impres-
sive calendar year with a strong showing in 
the 13 and under Queensland Junior Teams 
Carnival. 

He was one of just three students selected 
to represent South Australia and managed an 
11th-place finish in the singles events out of 
32 competitors from across Australia. 

Games started at 7.30 each morning, but 
the experience Tom gained from competing 
in tournament competitions for his state ear-
lier in the year stood him in good stead. 

Meanwhile, Logan Bowers was nominated 
for one of the most sought-after awards in 
state junior sport. 

Cobby Primary nominated Logan for the 
School Sport SA Primary Individual Award 
and was selected by the governing body as 
one of 10 finalists.

Although not named winner on the even-
ing, Bowers received a certificate for his 
strong year that saw him blossom into a 
future hockey star. 

He spent the 2022 season representing 
Berri Hockey Club across all junior grades, 
often playing up and starring in the higher 
age bracket competitions. 

Cobby kids end 
the year on a high

Logan Bowers (left) was recognised at the 2022 SA School Sport awards recently, while fellow 
Cobdogla Primary School student Tom Nettle represented the state in Queensland. 

PHOTOS: Facebook

RIVERLAND GOLF RESULTS
BERRI
Wednesday, December 14
Stableford: J. Davies 41 pts, J. Angove 39, S. Wade 
37, S. May 36, S. Gore 36, C. McKinlay 34.
Saturday, December 17

Stableford: P. Jury 38 pts, J. Skinner 38, R. Keightley 
37, R. Sully 37, D. Gregoric 37, P. Jealous 36, J. 
Adams 36, G. Seddon 36, M. Boon 36, N. Mcvicar 35, 
M. Wilksch 35, B. Hartshorne 35, W. Adams 35, A. 
Thiel 35, L. Berry 34, G. Tognon 34, R. Burn 34.

Sunday, December 18
Stableford: P. Frahn 39, R. Day 39, S. Gore 38, M. 
Gray 36, L. Smith 35, M. Heuzenroeder 34, F. Gray 
34.

LOXTON
Wednesday, December 14
Stableford: Men – J. Johnson 41pts, D. Tyler 38, C. 
Foreman 36. 
Two-ball ambrose: J. Patching/K Scholz. 
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SALE
CHIGROS MOTORSCHIGROS MOTORS PTY PTY 

LTDLTD
All vehicles over $2,000 come with  
15 months - 39 months unlimited km  
Australia wide warranty. Conditions apply. LM

VD
26

83
 

Corner Renmark Ave & 
18th Street, Renmark

Ph 8586 4060Ph 8586 4060
chigmtrs@bigpond.comchigmtrs@bigpond.com

save $1000

$13,950$13,950
Alloys, climate control, bluetooth, cruise control, many 
extras, Immaculate. Only 127,000kms. S956-CLI

2010 FORD TERRITORY GHIA 7 SEAT AUTO WAGON

save $1000

$9,950$9,950
A/c, p/steer. Only 147,000kms.  
XLB-551

2006 TOYOTA COROLLA AUTO WAGON

save $1000

$7,950$7,950
A/c, p/steer, cruise control, reliable & 
economical model. XIW-308

2006 FALCON BF AUTO WAGON

save $1000

$3,950$3,950
A/c, p/steer, cruise control, bullbar, alloys.  
S911-CRI

99 HOLDEN FRONTERA 4X4 (ISUZU) 3.2 V6 AUTO WAGON

save $1000

$18,950$18,950
A/c, e/windows, cruise control, alloys, bluetooth.  
Only 98,000kms. S201-AZS

2014 TOYOTA CAMRY ALTISE AUTO SEDAN

save $1000

$12,950$12,950
Cruise, bluetooth, e/windows. S815-CHD
MITSUBISHI OUTLANDER LS MY10 4CYL AUTO 4WD WAGON

save $1000

$14,950$14,950
Dash cam, reverse camera, climate control, many more 
extras, immaculate. Only 108,000kms. S895-CGF

FG FALCON G6E 6 SPEED AUTO SEDAN

save $1000

$7,950$7,950
A/c, cruise control, e/windows, alloys, front & side 
airbags, low kms, last of reliable models. S807-CHD

HOLDEN VY ACCLAIM 3.8CYL WAGON

WANTED:  WANTED:  
PRE-OWNED  PRE-OWNED  
CARS ANY AGE... CARS ANY AGE... 

RZ11626-V7

BEN LENNON
FOLLOWING an impressive 
three days of group stage 
action, the combined Murray 
Districts/Barrier under 16s 
team went down against a 
strong Barossa/Light outfit 
in the under 16 SA country 
zone cricket grand final at 
Nuriootpa.

Teams were split into 
groups of four for the com-
petition, with the Murray 
Districts/Barrier side fin-
ishing top of group B after 
picking up wins against 
Fleurieu on day one and 
Yorke Peninsula on day 
three. 

Coach Lino Andrenacci 
said topping the group was a 
“coup” for the region, which 
has struggled in the tourna-
ment in recent years. 

“These kids have come 
through the ages and to be 
realistic, we have eight sides 
to select from for the car-
nival, whereas other zones 
such as Fleurieu have up to 
60,” he said. 

“We’ve always been short 
of the mark and took some 
serious beatings at times, so 
for us to finish on top of our 
pool was great.

“A few of the Barossa 
players play at Northern 
Distr icts ,  and Fleurieu 
are likewise, with a few 
kids playing for Southern 
Districts in SACA premier 
cricket. 

“They’re also able to draw 
players from Noarlunga, and 
I can’t quite work out what 
part of SA country that is…

“It just highlights what 
our area is up against. For us 
to have a climb to the top of 
the competition is a credit to 
the players.”

The side won the toss and 
elected to bowl first in each 
of the three group stage con-
tests, with the team’s only 
loss in the opening rounds 
coming against South East 
on the second match day. 

Live scoring allowed 
them to keep tabs on other 
results throughout the com-
petition, something that 
proved advantageous as 
the side hunted top spot on 
Wednesday afternoon. 

“On Wednesday, midway 
through our game, we found 
out South East was in a fair 
bit of trouble,” he said.

“Hayden Cawse was my 
team manager and he, being 
an accountant, had a look 

at the numbers and figured 
that if we were able to get 
the win without losing a 
wicket or two then we were 
a chance to finish top. 

“The iPad then crashed 
which initially meant it had 
us down as a loss. My wife 
and I got back to the caravan 
park, re-entered the scores 
and then it had us top of the 
pool.

“In the final we lost the 
toss and were sent in. Had 
we won the toss, I think the 
boys were keen to get out in 
the field and enjoy each oth-
er’s company and settle in. 

“A few of the boys were 
nervous but that’s a good 
thing, it shows they know 
what’s at stake. 

“We were 4/35 at one 
stage but then had a 72-run 
p a r t n e r s h i p  b e t w e e n 
Harvey Crane and Thomas 
Waanders which got us to 
5/107 but then we lost our 
way a bit. 

“We were able to ground 
it out, but we had a dropped 
catch and a missed run-out 
that – if it went the other 
way – could’ve halted the 
momentum a bit.”

A number of players 
starred on the big stage, but 

Andrenacci said the overall 
performance of the team was 
the most impressive part of 
the week’s play. 

“I’m really happy and 
proud with how they played 
their cricket as well as the 
camaraderie in the side,” he 
said.

“They were a mix of per-
sonalities and they played 
cricket with freedom, and 
the results showed. 

“Cameron  Ker r  was 
quite good with the bat. 
His 46 not out at a reason-
able clip ensured we finished 
top. He along with Daniel 
(Zdanowicz) on Monday put 
on a 53-run partnership. 

“Flynn Andrew was fairly 
consistent with the ball. He 
took two on Tuesday and 
another two on Wednesday, 
so those three were prob-
ably the standouts from the 
Riverland. 

“Our most consistent 
player and the person we 
awarded player of the car-
nival to was Harvey Crane 
from Murrayville. 

“He was our leading 
wicket-taker with seven and 
there was a few that took 
five.”
RESULTS

GAME ONE
Murray Districts/Barrier 2/72 (D. 
Zdanowicz 43no, C. Kerr 23no) 
d Fleurieu 71 (H. Crane 3/13, A. 
Nobile 2/11, F. Andrew 1/1, T. 
Waanders 1/4, C. Kerr 1/7, D. 
Zdanowicz 1/10, Z. Kelly 1/13).
GAME TWO
South East 163 (F. Andrew 2/13, 
H. Crane2/23, Z. Kelly 2/31, A. 
Nobile 1/8, T. Waanders 1/24, 
D. Zdanowicz 1/31) d Murray 
Districts/Barrier 115 (M. Cawse 
24, F. Andrew 23, D. Zdanowicz 
17, L. Wisneske 16, S. Andrenacci 
10). 

GAME THREE
Murray Districts/Barrier 4/126 
(C. Kerr 46no, F. Andrew 42, S. 
Andrenacci 12, H. Crane 12) d 
Yorke Peninsula 123 (H. Crane 
2/18, Z. Kelly 2/20, F. Andrew 
2/23, D. Zdanowicz 1/9, M. 
Cawse 1/10, T. Waanders 1/11). 
FINAL
Barossa/Light 3/141 (L. Wisneske 
1/13, D. Zdanowicz 1/23, 
T. Waanders 1/30) d Murray 
Districts/Barrier 140 (H. Crane 50, 
T. Waanders 37, C. Kerr 14).

Murray Districts kids in the zone
Berri Cricket Club pair Archie Peltz (left) and Sam Andrenacci were part of the Murray Districts/Barrier side that reached the final of the under 16 SA country zone cricket competition at 

Nuriootpa last week. PHOTOS: Lesley Wisneske

Waikerie-Ramco junior Flynn Andrew captained the side at 
last week’s carnival. 
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A DECISION to change one of the Riverland 
Football League’s junior competitions was 
overturned on Monday night, with the under 
18s competition now set to remain intact in 
2023. 

Outgoing RFL chair Mark Wright 
announced the proposed change from under 
18s to under 17s a number of months ago, 
causing several RFL clubs to voice their con-
cerns. 

The league’s AGM on Monday night saw 
the six RFL clubs vote to overturn the deci-
sion, with the aim of ensuring as many foot-
ballers stay in the game as possible front of 
mind. 

“They (the clubs) didn’t actually table 
anything last night, that motion came from 
me having discussions with Renmark, 
Waikerie and Barmera-Monash previous-
ly,” SANFL football operations co-ordinator 

Shane Uren said.
“It was actually pretty quick. A couple of 

clubs had done a fair bit of research and it 
was understood that if it was going to change 
to under 17s they were going to lose some 
players, with people not wanting to go up 
and play senior football.

“That was a major concern from the clubs, 
and understandably we don’t want to be los-
ing people from the game.

“It was a motion that was put forward and 
seconded, and I don’t think it was unanimous 
but it was passed.”

sports@murraypioneer.com.au

By
BEN
LENNON

Age change undone

The RFL under 18s competition will remain the same in 2023, after a vote at last Monday’s 
AGM. Pictured are 2022 premiers Waikerie. PHOTO: Grant Schwartzkopff

Wright steps down as new era beckons for RFL
BEN LENNON

MARK WRIGHT will no 
longer occupy the position 
of RFL chair, with the for-
mer Loxton Football Club 
president securing a role on 
the SANFL country zone 
council for 2023. 

Mr Wright spent two sea-
sons in the RFL’s top job, 
but his new position means 
he can no longer sit on a 
league committee. 

SANFL football opera-
tions co-ordinator Shane 
Uren said a recent change to 
the SANFL’s structure led to 
Mr Wright’s application for 

the new role. 
“The old SANFL regional 

football advisory council 
looked after the zones, there 

used to be six members on 
that council, but SANFL 
has recently changed it to a 
country zone council,” Mr 
Uren said. 

“Each of the SANFL 
clubs now has a representa-
tive in their zone, so it’s 
gone from six members to 
eight. 

“Mark Wright has nomi-
nated and been elected as a 
member of that council (for 
West Adelaide) which means 
he can’t hold any position at 
a league or club. 

“It’s some higher-level 
stuff overseeing the zone 

and helping out with country 
championships and things 
like that.”

Following Mr Wright’s 
departure, the RFL wel-
comed in a new set of com-
missioners at the second 
instalment of its AGM on 
Monday night. 

Murray Kemp, Brenton 
Fenwick, Andrew Linke, 
Robert Robertson, Henry 
Crawford, Nigel Dillon and  
David Birch will all sit on 
the commission moving for-
ward.

The office bearers for the 
2023 season, including the 

league’s chair, will be decid-
ed at a meeting early next 
year. 

The RFL constitution 
was also a topic of discus-
sion at Monday’s meeting, 
with greater consultation 
between the commission and 
the clubs a point of interest 
raised by those in attend-
ance. 

“We spent hours going 
through the constitution 
which the clubs all had cop-
ies of, clarified a couple of 
things and amended a couple 
of things,” Mr Uren said. 

“It was quite good, there 

was some really good dis-
cussion and lots of very 
good input.

“A point was raised and it 
was well accepted through-
out the room that the consul-
tation process between the 
clubs and the league needed 
to change, and being able to 
have open and calm discus-
sion… 

“The way it went last 
night, although not all deci-
sions went the way that 
some people might have 
wanted, everyone was grown 
up about it which was quite 
good.”

l Mark Wright

BERRI will enter the Christmas 
break on top of the Riverland 
A grade cricket table after it 
defeated Loxton last Saturday, 
in a match that came down to the 
wire. 

Last time the two met it was 
The Demons that prevailed, 
defending a modest total just 
short of 100, but this time their 
batsmen gave the bowling attack 
more to work with. 

Skipper Brad Rosenzweig led 
from the front, with the former 
Riverland Cricketer of the Year 
compiling 61 runs as his side 
reached 9/187 from its 40 overs. 

He was well supported by 
wicket-keeper Wes Frankel, 
who managed to add 30 to the 
total, while Paul Burnett and 
Josh Fielke also registered starts, 
scoring 18 and 17 respectively. 

Unlike last time, the Tigers 
made a serious fist of the run 
chase, but heroics from expe-
rienced campaigner Wayne 
Scadden (4/31) saw the home 
side to victory. 

Loxton required three runs off 
the final delivery but failed to 
add to its score, leaving Berri 
ahead on points but level on 
wins with Renmark North at the 
end of 2022. 

North also enjoyed a victory 
last time out, defeating Berri 
Colts under lights at Renmark 
Oval on Saturday evening. 

The match started at 4pm with 
North electing to bat first and 
opener Ben Files continued his 
hot run of form, compiling 59 
runs.

Following the dismissal of 
Daniel Harding, Files was joined 

at the crease by Liam Jackson 
and the two put the young Berri 
bowling attack to the sword, put-
ting on just shy of 100 together 
before Files was caught. 

Cameos from Dan Ivanovic 
and Blake Henderson kept 
momentum going for  The 
Bluetongues after Jackson was 
dismissed for 77, and the home 
side produced a formidable total 
of 228.

After a lengthy halt to pro-
ceedings to allow the sun to go 
down and the lights to come 
on, the Renmark North bowling 
attack hit its stride against an 
inexperienced line-up. 

Ben  Lennon p icked  up 
the first two dismissals of the 
innings, including Colts captain 
Reece Lehmann, before Jacob 
‘Doc’ Mackenzie and Zakk 
Gallo cleaned up the middle 
order. 

Outgoing president Sam 
Bradbrook was brought on and 
finished the game off in style, 
picking up three wickets in his 
final game for The Bluetongues, 
with the Colts dismissed for just 
60. 

Meanwhile, Brown’s Well suf-
fered its first defeat of the season 
in the B grade at the hands of 
Renmark North, thanks largely 
to an incredible innings from 
Michael Cartwright. 

The former Riverland soc-
cer president hit 117 from just 
56 balls, sinking the Cows at 
Renmark’s second oval. 

Elsewhere in the seconds, 
Gerard held on to defeat Monash 
after George Halls compiled an 
impressive 97 runs in the first 

innings, with Monash falling just 
12 runs short in its chase of 227.
RESULTS
A GRADE
Renmark North 4/228 (L. Jackson 
77, B. Files 59, B. Henderson 34no, 
D. Ivanovic 23, D. Harding 12) d Berri 
Colts 60 (S. Bradbrook 3/11, C. Packer 
2/3, B. Lennon 2/4, J. Mackenzie 
2/17, Z. Gallo 1/7). 
Berri 9/187 (B. Rosenzweig 61, W. 
Frankel 30, P. Burnett 18, J. Fielke 17, 
W. Scadden 10no) d Loxton 8/185 (W. 
Scadden 4/31, W. Frankel 1/17, B. 
Oakley 1/32, R. Kubsch 1/44). 
B GRADE
Renmark North 7/154 (M. Cartwright 

117, J. Smedley 22no, D. Patterson 
2/0, M. Hampel 2/37, A. Cunnah 
1/16, P. Elliott 1/29) d Brown’s Well 
151 (M. Hampel 60, L. Patterson 19, 
D. Ireland 14, J. Patterson 12, P. Elliott 
12, A. Cunnah 10no, L. Short 10, M. 
Cartwright 2/9, T. Coombs 2/16, J. 
Smedley 2/21, D. Hill 2/25, W. Coombs 
1/29). 
Gerard 6/227 (G. Halls 97, B. 
McPherson 34, G. Abdulla 20, A. 
Abdulla Jr 17no, T. Abdulla 13) d 
Monash 215 (B. McPherson 3/31, 
G. Abdulla 2/11, M. Abdulla 2/28, S. 
Mitchell 1/12, T. Abdulla 1/45). 
Waikerie Ramco d Loxton (forfeit). 

Demons get the job done against Tigers

Just over the line
JUST, sailed by Steve Thomas, won 
Queen of the Lake on Saturday in light 
but generally consistent winds. 

The annual event is a long race, and is 
often sailed over to north lake. 

This year, in deference to the winds, 
the course ranged over most of the cen-
tral and southern lake, incorporating 
areas north of Pelican Point. 

Second place was taken by Blade, 
sailed by Chris Stevens, with third place 
claimed by Wine and Cheese skippered 
by Holly Ranson. 

The club Christmas dinner followed 
in the evening and was enjoyed by all. 
Sailing and sail training will resume on 
January 14 following the Christmas/New 
Year break.

RIVERLAND WOMEN’S 
EIGHTBALL RESULTS

Monash Club DV8s 10 d Waikerie Club 5.
Best: Monash Club DV8s – L. Threlfall, D. 
Marshall. Waikerie Club – T. Pudney, K. 
Bannister.
Lyrup Lion Cubs 8 d BBC Cue-Ts 7.
Best: Lyrup Lion Cubs – A. Johns, K. Thiele. BBC 
Cue-Ts – C. Teague, A. Owens.
Renmark Roses 10 d Barmera Pelicans 5.
Best: Renmark Roses – N. Albanese, K. 
McAvaney. Barmera Pelicans – G. Dyer, S. Verco.
Lyrup Club 11 d Lyrup Blue 4.
Best: Lyrup Club – C. Munro, M. Thomas. Lyrup 
Blue – S. Giumelli, C. Werner.

RIFLE CLUB RESULTS

RENMARK SMALL BORE RIFLE 
CLUB
George Letton memorial trophy
M. Cresp: 20m – 199.4. 50m – 198.17. 90m 
200.9. Agg – 597.
B. Lacey: 20m – 195.5. 50m – 200.14. 90m – 
198.4. Agg – 594.
R. Ward: 20m – 194.3. 50m – 198.15. 90m – 
199.5. Agg – 592.

Brad Rosenzweig cuts one to point during Berri’s clash against Loxton 
in last Saturday’s round of Riverland A grade cricket. 

PHOTO: Grant Schwartzkopff
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Ph (08) 8584 7262
AH - Shannon: 0415 034 140  Con: 0412 015 393          

No 1 East Terrace Loxton
www.riverlandmotorgroup.com.au MVD- 280887

LZ14157-V11

$23,777

2022 KIA RIO SPORT 
AUTO
Only 400Kms, Sat Nav,  
Carplay, Cruise, Alloys,  
Ready to Go!

Low Kms

2020 FORD EVEREST  
TITANIUM 4X4

2022 KIA SORENTO  
SPORT + AWD

2022 LDV D90 EXECUTIVE 
4X4 DUAL RANGE

Ex Ford Motor Co, Low Kms, Leather, Sunroof, 
Towpack, Turbo Diesel, Fully optioned, SAVE $$$

Turbo Diesel, Only 2,100Kms, Leather,  
Sat Nav, Heated Seats, 7 Seater.

2022 LDV D90 Executive 4x4 Auto, 160Kw Turbo 
Diesel, 7 Seats, Sunroof, Leather, Alloys, New Car 

Warranty, Only 400 Kms

$39,996

2022 NEXT GEN RANGER 
XL 4X2
Only 3,400Kms, Blind Spot, 
Towpack, Alloys, Tonneau 
Cover, Turbo Diesel

Low Kms

$24,877

2019 LDV T60 PRO  
4X4
Locally Owned, Canopy, 
Towpack, 2.8ltr Turbo Diesel, 
Side Steps, Great Value

Great Value

$18,888

2012 HYUNDAI IX35 HIGH-
LANDER AWD
Complete Service History
Tinted Windows, Towpack
Leather & Sunroof, Sat Navigation

Great Value

$29,990

2019 MAZDA CX5  
SPORT AWD
Locally Owned, Low Kms, 
Sat Nav, Alloys, Cruise, Full 
History

Low Kms

$56,887

$58,777

$47,888

$48,775

2019 FORD PX11  
RANGER XLS
Only 59,000Kms, Tech Pack, 
Hard Lid, Sports Bar, Sat Nav, 
ROH Alloys + AT Tyres

Low Kms $28,777

2022 KIA CERATO SPORT 
SAFETY
Only 777Kms, Alloys, Blind 
Spot, Sat Nav, Cruise, Warranty 
til 2029

Low Kms

$39,998

2022 LDV T60 MAX  
LUXE 4X4
Auto, 160Kw Turbo Diesel, 
Alloys, Leather, Cruise, New 
Car Warranty, Only 800Kms

Low Kms

$25,888

2018 FORD ESCAPE  
TITANIUM AWD
Locally Owned, Turbo Diesel, 
Auto Tailgate, Cruise, Sat Nav, 
Leather, Alloys, Towpack

Locally Owned

$49,883

2017 FORD PXII RANGER 
WILDTRAK
Only 44,000Kms, 3.2ltr Turbo 
Diesel, Sat Nav, Tech Pack, 
Nudge Bar, Locally Owned

Low Kms

$38,887

2016 MERCEDES BENZ 
C200
Full Mercedes History, Sat 
Nav, Leather, Tinted Windows, 
Alloys, Cruise, Great Example

Full History

$45,777

2022 KIA SPORTAGE 
SX AUTO
Turbo Diesel, AWD, Sat Nav, 
Alloys, Blind Spot, Carplay, 
Only 400Kms

Low Kms

MERRY CHRISTMAS
from the team at Riverland Motor Group!

BEN LENNON
RENMARK North Cricket 
Club hosted its first ever 
night game in the Riverland 
Turf Cricket Association 
last week, when it took on 
Berri Colts under lights last 
Saturday. 

The oval’s new lights, 
which were erected during 
winter this year, were sought 
by the cricket club in order 
to host night games and dif-
ferent junior competitions. 

Renmark North commit-
tee member Liam Jackson 
believes the first day/night 
hit-out was a success, with 
the door now open for fur-
ther night fixtures moving 
forward. 

“It was great for us,” he 
said. 

“Due to the fact cricket is 
a summer sport being able 
to play once the sun goes 
down, like many other sports 
do, will improve the chances 
of the future of cricket in the 
Riverland.

“There’s even an opportu-
nity for us to possibly play 
40-over games over two 

nights during the week.”
The club took full advan-

tage of the late start, organis-
ing with the RTCA to hold 
both its under 16s and B 
grade fixtures at home on 
Renmark’s second oval.

The B grade kicked off 
at the regular time of 1pm, 
allowing the A grade players 
a chance to watch their club-
mates go to work against 
Brown’s Well prior to the 
start of their game on the 
main oval.

“It was massive for us to 
get the teams together as 
we are a family-orientated 
club, so having everyone in 
the same spot and supporting 
each other is unreal for the 
town,” Mr Jackson said. 

“To be able to watch a 
part of Michael Cartwright’s 
100 off 50 ‘rocks’ in the B 
grade before we started was 
really enjoyable too, as we 
normally only hear the sto-
ries from the other games. 
Being able to see some of 
that was great.”

The match attracted plen-
ty of fanfare from the town, 

with a host of Renmark-
based footballers making 
their way to the ground to 
watch the action. 

Despite the game itself 
being fairly one-sided, those 
in attendance still voiced 
their support for the home 
side. 

“The crowd interaction 
was great. They were cheer-
ing wickets and runs and the 
occasional sledge was great 
to hear and made it very 
enjoyable for us players,” Mr 
Jackson said. 

“We didn’t  have any 
issues seeing the ball and 
with the high quality of 
the lights, hopefully we 
can attract some high-level 
games in the future.”

Berri Colts coach Lino 
Andrenacci praised the idea 
and shares Jackson’s belief 
that room exists for further 
night fixtures.

“ I  be l i eve  i t  was  a 
resounding success. We 
were quite impressed,” he 
said.

“By the end of that first 
20 in the second innings the 

lights had really started to 
take effect and the concen-
tration of the lights was in 
the middle, which is what 
you want. 

“Our kids during the 
week, one of them was in 
Berri hospital for an infec-
tion, so they tested him for 
Covid while he was there 
and he ended up testing 

positive. 
“He made a point of want-

ing to be available to play 
that game, so they were all 
really looking forward to it. 

“We’re very much appre-
ciative of Renmark North 
asking the Colts and we 
weren’t going to knock it 
back. 

“The players enjoyed it 

and going forward, it has to 
be an option in the future. 

“How it was organised 
with the Bs playing home 
as well as the juniors, it was 
fantastic. 

“I’m glad we took it on 
and it’s another experience 
for these kids and another 
learning curve we’re putting 
them through.”

Renmark north hosted its first day/night clash of the RTCA era last Saturday, making full use 
of the new lights at Renmark Oval. PHOTO: Grant Schwartzkopff

Lights, camera, cricket
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NIGHT A ‘SUCCESS’
PAGE 46
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Hyundai STARIA-LOAD.
BIG on Safety. BIG on Tech.

The only commercial van with 5 star ANCAP and Platinum safety rating*

Hyundai STARIA-LOAD has just changed the commercial van game. It’s loaded with class-leading safety features, from 
360° Surround View Monitor1 to 7 airbags including front centre airbag. Plus, it’s got the tech to keep your business 
running smoothly on the road, including wireless charging2, and 8" touchscreen with Apple CarPlay™3. Imagine that.

Find out more at Hyundai.com/au/staria-load

Rosenthal Hyundai
1270 Old Sturt Hwy Berri, 08 8582 3644, rosenthalhyundai.com.au 46

2-seat van (Liftback) variant shown. *Results based on ANCAP testing 2021. Platinum rating for crash avoidance 2022. 1. Available on the Liftback variant. 
2. Wireless smartphone charger requires a Qi-enabled smartphone or adaptor to operate. 3. Apple CarPlay is a trademark of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S. 
and other countries. Requires compatible device and connectivity. HMCA22894/HPC/DLR

LIGHTS, CAMERA, CRICKETLIGHTS, CAMERA, CRICKET

RENMARK North Cricket Club hosted its first 
ever night game in the Riverland Turf Cricket 
Association last week, when it took on Berri 
Colts under lights last Saturday. 

PAGE 41 FULL STORY

PHOTO: Grant Schwartzkopff

RFL shake-up
BEN LENNON
MARK WRIGHT will no longer occupy the 
position of RFL chair, with the former Loxton 
Football Club president securing a role on the 
SANFL country zone council for 2023. 

Mr Wright spent two seasons in the RFL’s 
top job, but his new position means he can no 
longer sit on a league committee.

The league has welcomed a new set of com-
missioners for 2023, with the chair set to be 
elected in January next year.

PAGE 50 FULL STORY

Age change annulled
BEN LENNON
A DECISION to change one of the Riverland 
Football League’s junior competitions was 
overturned on Monday night, with the under 
18s competition now set to remain intact in 
2023.

Outgoing RFL chair Mark Wright announced 
the proposed change from under 18s to under 
17s a number of months ago, causing several 
RFL clubs to voice their concerns.

PAGE 50 FULL STORY
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(08) 8582 4885
berrinorthmeat@gmail.com
28 Zante Road, Berri 

Berri North

MON TO FRI 9am - 5.30pm  
SAT  8.30am - 11.30am

CLOSED SUN & PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 

Freshly cut, quality meat and homemade smallgoods

Open 28th 29th & 30th of December

FROM THE TEAM AT BERRI NORTH MEAT STORE!

We will be closed from the 24th of December - 27th of 
December and the 31st of December - 2nd of Jan

MEAT STORE

“LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK |  EFTPOS AVAILABLE

MERRY CHRISTMAS

Business as usual from January 3rd

BZ11957

info@bigrivergolf.com.au

8582 3425 SHIELL ROAD,
BERRI SA

CLOSED Christmas Day 
OPEN every other day over the Christmas period 
7am til late

Merry Christmas and  
Happy New Year  

from all of us at the  
Big River Golf & Country Club!

BZ10828

BZ
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Most popular stories of 2022

Celebrating 65 
years of marriage 
A LOXTON North couple recently 
celebrated their blue sapphire 

wedding anniversary. Peter and 
Maureen Heinrich were married 

65 years ago on October 12, 
1957, in North Adelaide.

The Beech brothers 
ride again for mum  
A GROUP of ex-Riverland brothers 
have raised more than $26,000 

for Cancer Council by cycling from 
the Gold Coast to Adelaide in 
memory of their late mother

Retail giant confirmed 
for major Renmark 

development…  
Go Harvey  

A RENMARK supermarket will spend 
more than $1m on renovations aimed at 
showcasing local produce, as part of a 

development initiative set to also bring a 
major national retailer to the town’s CBD.

Riverland’s fruit fly 
battle: Backyard 
tree pulls next?
FORCED removal of backyard 
fruit trees could be the next 

drastic measure employed to halt 
the momentum of consecutive 
Riverland fruit fly outbreaks.

Ebert match a 
‘success’ on and 

off the field  
HISTORY was made on Sunday 

afternoon when Loxton 
hosted an SANFL match for 

premiership points in the name 
of the late Russell Ebert, with 
3756 people in attendance.

Loxton High 
appoints its new 

leader  
LOXTON High School’s search for 
a new principal is officially over, 
with the school appointing Amy 
Evans principal for the rest of 

2022 and beyond.

Published on November 2 Published on November 16Published on September 28

Published on June 15Published on May 25

Published on October 12

No short cuts in 
Johnny’s 56-year 

success story  
NECESSITY – and repetition – 
dictated that ‘trim’ was among 
the first English terms Johnny 

Exarheas learned after opening 
his eponymously named barber 

shop in Berri 56 years ago.

Remember the 
Berri Schools  

Adult Musicals?  
A GOLDEN era of musicals in Berri 
will be remembered at a reunion 

later this year. From 1985 to 1994, 
the Berri Schools Adult Musicals 
group performed at the Berri Golf 

Club to much acclaim.

Published on June 8Published on June 1



River Life 2022    3

90m long and  
fully loaded  

RIVERLAND motorists travelling to 
Adelaide in the coming days are 

expected to experience delays due 
to the transportation of a 90m-long, 

390-tonne piece of energy 
infrastructure equipment.

What’s in a  
name?  

A PROPOSED new sporting league 
is set to be introduced in 2023, 
with the Murray Valley Football 

Netball League (MVFNL) to replace 
the Riverland Independent football 

and netball competitions.

Published on July 20Published on July 13

  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Christmas Closure 
 
 

BERRI OFFICE 
 

BERRI LIBRARY 
BARMERA LIBRARY 
 
 
 
BERRI VISITOR 
INFORMATION  
CENTRE 

These offices will close at 2.00pm Friday 

23 December 2022 and reopen at   

9.00am Tuesday 3 January 2023 
 
 
 

Wil l  be closed on 25 and 26 December only.  

Open:  Weekdays 9 .00am to 5.00pm  

Saturdays 9 .00am to 2 .00pm 

Sundays and Publ ic Hol idays 10 .00am to  

2 .00pm 
 
 
 
 
COUNCIL DEPOT Will close at 4.00pm Friday 16 December 2022 

and reopen at 7.00am Tuesday 3 January 2023

 

 
 

For all urgent matters throughout the Christmas closure period, please call 8582 1922.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

On behalf of the Mayor, Councillors and Staff of Berri Barmera Council,  

we would like to wish our community Seasons Greetings and a  

happy and healthy New Year. 
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BERRI OFFICE 
 

BERRI LIBRARY 
BARMERA LIBRARY 
 
 
 
BERRI VISITOR 
INFORMATION  
CENTRE 

These offices will close at 2.00pm Friday 

23 December 2022 and reopen at   

9.00am Tuesday 3 January 2023 
 
 
 

Wil l  be closed on 25 and 26 December only.  

Open:  Weekdays 9 .00am to 5.00pm  

Saturdays 9 .00am to 2.00pm 

Sundays and Publ ic Hol idays 10 .00am to  

2 .00pm 
 
 
 
 
COUNCIL DEPOT Will close at 4.00pm Friday 16 December 2022 

and reopen at 7.00am Tuesday 3 January 2023

 

 
 

For all urgent matters throughout the Christmas closure period, please call 8582 1922.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

On behalf of the Mayor, Councillors and Staff of Berri Barmera Council,  

we would like to wish our community Seasons Greetings and a  

happy and healthy New Year. 

Wishing the Riverland and 
Mallee a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year.

Look out for each other
and enjoy this time
with loved ones

BZ
11

94
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P: 08 8582 2428
Shop 4 Riverland Central Plaza Kay Ave, Berri
Mon - Fri: 8am - 5.30am  Sat: 8am -1pm   
Sun: 9am - 1pm

Christmas

to
all!

Merry

BZ
12

00
9

Cnr Badcoe & Starcevich  
Roads, Loxton

Phone 8584 7580

BUYERS: SCRAP STEEL, NON FERROUS METALS
 Recycling  Ice  Stock feed

Matthew and staff wish everyone a  
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

We will be closed from 3pm Friday 23rd December, 
and will re-open on Wednesday 28th December.

Seasons GreetingsSeasons Greetings

LZ
14

56
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LOXTON  
ICEWORKS &  
RECYCLING

Ex-firefighter 
Syd’s OAM honour 

MOOROOK marvel Syd Villis 
has added OAM to his long 

list of achievements. Mr Villis 
received an Order of Australia 

for “services to emergency 
response organisations” in the 

2022 Queen’s Birthday Honours 
list unveiled this week.

No tank space for 
Riverland grapes, 

no demand for local 
wines… Growers 

‘under siege’
MOTHBALLING or removing vineyards 
altogether are among drastic options 

being considered by “under siege” 
Riverland growers faced with a 

crippling oversupply of wine grapes.

Renmark GF-bound 
despite rule breach  

AN “oversight” of an RFL 
constitutional rule threw the 

Riverland footy world into a frenzy 
over the past few days, after 
Renmark fielded an ineligible 

player in last Saturday’s A grade 
second semi-final.

Published on June 15

Published on July 13 Published on August 31

If we didn’t have volunteers in our 
community, what would we do?

Syd Villis
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ELYSE ARMANINI
A WATER-testing program is 
continuing a Riverland school’s 
long-running connection to the 
River Murray.

Kingston-On-Murray Primary 
School’s (KOMPS) Water Watch 
program has run for more than 

10 years and, after a brief hia-
tus, is back and stronger than 
ever.

Understanding the impor-
tance of water quality and the 
role the river plays in the lives 
of all in the region are critical 
parts of the education program 
at KOMPS.

Program organiser and 
KOMPS teacher Phillip Lawson 
said the program was designed 
to “give students an understand-
ing of how water quality is meas-
ured and the flow- on effects of 
what we can tell from the health 
of the river based on those 
measurements”.

Each fortnight students from 
all year levels walk down to the 
testing site with Mr Lawson and 
collect a water sample, which is 
tested for turbidity and salinity.

“The upper primary students 
are the ones who take the 
responsibility for the water col-
lection and measurement,” Mr 
Lawson explained.

“Essentially the turbidity – or 
how clear the water is – tells us 
stuff about the flow, and sus-
pended solids in the water. That 
can tell us how deep the sunlight 
can penetrate and that kind of 
thing.

“The salinity is the measure of 
how much salt is in the water.”

Recent samples gave salinity 
readings of 262 ECUs (electrical 

conductivity units) and turbidity 
readings of 30 NTUs, both rela-
tively low readings, however tur-
bidity levels are likely to climb as 
the flooding event continues and 
the water becomes murkier.

“Obviously being a freshwater 
river, we want to make the link 
with the students that the higher 
the reading of salt, the more 
negative impact it has on not 
just the animals that live in the 
river, but also all the plants and, 
by extension, all the people who 
rely on the river to water their 
crops and gardens,” Mr Lawson 
said.

“We continue to use the same 
tools to measure and we’ll be 
keeping records mainly for our 
own students and their learning, 
but we’ve also got the opportu-
nity to participate in the citizen 
science one.

“In that case, we give our 
samples to the Landcare Board 
in Berri and they do the testing 
and record the results.

“We haven’t had a chance 
to get a sample into them yet. 

Partly because of the flooding 
and the levee being built here 
in Kingston-On-Murray, we can’t 
access our normal spot at the 
moment.

“We’ll put that on hiatus until 
next year, I would think, but each 
time we do a sample I’ll send a 
sample into them as well.”

Mr Lawson said he and the 
students were looking forward to 
continuing the program in 2023 
and hoped the flood waters 
recede enough to collect sam-
ples from their normal site.

“(We will be) gathering 
data to build our students’ 
understanding of the river and 
use this information to help our 
understanding of what the river 
needs for the future to remain 
healthy and continue to support 
the communities that rely on it,” 
he said.

“Hopefully we have some 
level of access to it, otherwise 
I might have to find a location 
that’s nearby and collect the 
water then do the testing back at 
school.”

Students strengthen their river connection

Kingston-On-Murray Primary School Water Watch program 

organiser and teacher Phillip Lawson with students on a water-

testing outing. PHOTOS: supplied

Student Laila Kelly testing the water.

KOMPS students at the 
Kingston-On-Murray flood 
marker before the river levels 
rose with flood waters.

Riverland & Mallee 
Conveyancers Pty Ltd

PHONE 8584 6222
56 East  Terrace, Loxton 

John, Frances, Tracey  John, Frances, Tracey  
& Julia extend  & Julia extend  

Christmas Greetings  Christmas Greetings  
to all valued clients and to all valued clients and 

friends, and wish all friends, and wish all 
 a Merry Christmas   a Merry Christmas  
and safe New Year!and safe New Year!
Our office will be closed from  

3pm Thursday 23rd December 2021  
&  reopen 9am  

Tuesday 4th January 2022.

LZ
14

54
7
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We  

DATES WOODLEIGH 
23rd December Open as per normal 
24th December Closed 
25th December  Closed 

28th Dec – 1st Jan Closed 

4th January  Open as per normal 

Woodleigh staff would like to wish all children 
and families a very  

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.  
We would like to thank you for all your 

ongoing support throughout the 2020 year. 

 

DATES WOODLEIGH

23rd December Open as per normal

24th December Closed

25th December Christmas Day

26th Dec - 2nd Jan Closed

3rd January Open as per normal

Woodleigh staff  would like to wish  
all children and families a very   

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.   
We would like to thank you for all your  

ongoing support throughout the 2022 year. 

LZ13764

Cellar Door Opening Hours

Bookmark Avenue, Renmark  |  Ph (08) 8580 3148
angove.com.au  |  cellarsales@angove.com.au

The Angove Family would like to wish  
everyone a Merry Christmas.

T H I S  F E S T I V E  S E A S O N

Visitors are welcome to taste a range of 

premium, multi-award-winning Angove 

wines at the cellar door, located right  

in the beating heart of the winery.

C H R I S T M A S  
T R A D I N G  H O U R S

21st to 24th December 
10am to 4pm

25th & 26th December 
Closed

27th to 31st December 

11am to 4pm

Rick, Helga, Russell  
and staff thank 

customers, clients  
and friends for their 

patronage and  
extend Season’s 
Greetings to all.

McFarlane Ave, Loxton  |  Phone 8584 5855

CLOSING ON  
Friday 23rd December, 2022 

REOPENING ON  
Monday 16th January 2023.

LZ
14

55
0

34 Badcoe Road, Loxton
Phone 8584 4883

We would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. Thank you to all our 

 customers for their support over the last 12 months
Pool shop closing Friday 23rd and  

re-opening Tuesday, January 3rd, 2023  
(normal shop hours)

Landscaping - from plan to completion 
Quality range of Conquest fibreglass pools

Pool chemicals and accessories

LZ14557

ALEXANDRA BULL
THIRTY-ONE years ago, the Loxton Lights 
Up Festival graced the streets of Loxton 
for the first time, crowning the town the 
home of Christmas in the Riverland. 

Fast forward to today, and Loxton is still 
well and truly alive during the Christmas 
season, with the festival one of the main 
highlights for the town each year.

The streets of Loxton are currently 
adorned with bright lights and fes-
tive paintings, with chair of the Loxton 
Christmas Lights committee Deb Thiele 
saying it has been “wonderful to see so 
many people get involved”.

“People use the paintings as a base, 
build Christmas scenes around the paint-
ings and increase the lighting around 
them,” she said.

“It’s really satisfying to see so many 
people embracing the Christmas spirit in 
Loxton.” 

Some Loxton residents go down the 
classic route of having Father Christmas 
on their front lawn, while others prefer 
something reflecting the true origin of 
Christmas, like Mrs Thiele, who has a 
nativity scene of native Australian ani-

mals, matching the native vegetation in 
her front garden.

“When we retired off the farm we didn’t 
realise it at the time but our place was 
on the recommended route for the (tour) 
buses,” she said.

“So we were sitting on our deck and 
suddenly there’s these buses coming 
past our place.

“Then we got a letter about the paint-
ings and we didn’t know much about it.

“But the next thing you know, you just 
get in the swing of things, so we’ve had a 
beautiful painting for many years now in 
our front yard.”

The paintings are created by the 
Painters Decorators Group of Loxton, with 
each piece of artwork getting delivered 
in early November, giving each home 
enough time to decorate their homes 
in time for Light Up Day at the end of 
November.

“The Painters Decorators Group work 
all year towards the paintings,” Mrs Thiele 
said.

“I call them ‘the happiness group’ 
because they are all about bringing 
smiles onto people’s faces.

“It’s fantastic the way they think and 

work throughout the year to produce 
these sorts of things that bring Christmas 
to the region, particularly the Loxton town-
ship.

“I love so many of them (the homes) 
and I think the best thing is Santa’s Walk. 
The area around there is where the paint-
ings are concentrated.

“I think in the future it may move 
towards some connectivity with Christmas 
Wonderland out at Loxton North for tours.

“So, for the really good ones, you have 
to go via Santa’s Walk and the surround-
ing streets, but that doesn’t mean there 
aren’t some beauties elsewhere.”

Mrs Thiele added that the dedication of 
the Painters Decorators Group of Loxton, 
and other quiet volunteer groups in the 
region, is what produces such spectacular 
Christmas scenes.

“It’s those volunteers that do the work 
to provide the magic,” she said.

“I love watching all the people enjoying 
the displays, and going around to see the 
displays, especially when I get the chance 
to take my grandchildren.”

The Loxton Lights Up Festival runs until 
December 31.

Christmas scenes paint a picture in Loxton
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WE WILL BE CLOSED FROM WEDNESDAY 21ST DECEMBER TO SUNDAY 8TH JANUARY 

1 Airport Road, Renmark 
P: 08 7089 5276  |  M: 0417 804 778
admin@bhconcretors.com.au

MERRY CHRISTMAS  
FROM THE TEAM AT 

BRETT HAMMERSTEIN 
CONCRETORS.

RZ11868

Phone 0422 752 474
admin@riverlandplumbingandgas.com.au PGE257401

LZ13769 

PROMPT, 
PROFESSIONAL  
& QUALITY 
SERVICE

• DOMESTIC • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL
In warm appreciation of our association during the past 
year, the team at Riverland Plumbing & Gas extend our 
very best wishes for a happy holiday season & take this 

opportunity to remind you that we are on call 24/7 over the 
festive season for any of your plumbing & gas needs. 

LZ
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Holiday Time! Our business will be closed 
from 12noon Thursday 22nd December 2022  
and reopening on Monday 9th January 2023.

Stockists of 
Austral and 

Boral Paving 
and Bricks 

– See us for 
our specials

Luther Road, Loxton  Luther Road, Loxton  
Phone 8584 7379Phone 8584 7379

Robert, Jamie  
and Sarah wish  

their valued clients 
the compliments 

of the season and 
a prosperous and 
Happy New Year

LZ14549

Providing personalised,  
professional tax and  
accounting services

Phone 
8584 7850

Michael, Faye and family wish all 
clients and friends a Blessed  Christmas 
and a safe and prosperous new year
Our office will be 
closing Thursday, 
December 22nd 
and re-opening 
Monday, January 
9th, 2023

LZ
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Salvos journey
Helen’s 22-year

B. S. & L. D. VENNING

WOOL BUYERSWOOL BUYERS
Phone 8584 5327Phone 8584 5327

0428 778 1240428 778 124
Robertson Ave, Loxton

Pinnaroo by appointment

Brian and Lola wish all
a Blessed Christmas and

Prosperous New Year

Thankyou for your  
patronage over the 

past 12 months

Agent for Quality Wool

We will be closed from December 24th 
and reopening January 4th, 2023 

LZ14623 

PETER THEPETER THE
BARBERBARBER

Merry Christmas from Peter

Closed from Sunday December 25th  
Reopening Thursday January 5th, 2023 

4 Edward Street, Loxton | Phone 0418 515 686

LZ
14
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RZ9710

Closing December 23, 2022.
Re-opening January 3, 2023.

Merry Christmas
& thank you to all our clients  

for your support in 2022.
We look forward to seeing 

you all in 2023.

0438 374 655
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S U M M E R  H O L I D A Y  &  C H R I S T M A S  G R E E T I N G S  L I F T O U T 

DEIRDRE GRAHAM
IN the year 2000, Helen Palena-
Adamczyk began her role as store man-
ager at the Salvos in Berri.

Earlier this month, 22 years later, 
Helena stepped away from the store and 
hopefully into a community engagement 
role with the organisation.

She was drawn to the Salvos while in 
her 30s.

“I believed that Christians need to be 
looking after those who are marginalised 
and poor in society,” she said.

“I guess I saw, at that time, the 
Salvation Army was a visible example of 
that.

“At that time they were renowned for 
their Red Shield Appeal and their social 
justice work.”

In 2000 Helena was a single parent, 
working on fruit properties and doing 
some volunteer work at the Renmark 
Thrift Shop.

“It was really my (Salvation Army) 
officer at the time who approached me 
and said ‘Look, there is this job coming 
into town and are you interested in apply-
ing?’,” she said.

“And the rest, they say, is history.
“I didn’t really have a retail background 

as such, but I did have a capacity for that 
hard, physical work that was needed at 
those times.”

Helena said changes at the store have 
included more training, OHS and technol-
ogy, and a strong emphasis on merchan-
dising.

“The vision and the mission of the 
store has remained the same,” she said.

“The purpose of the store is to raise 
money for the work of the Salvation Army, 
but perhaps the way they go about it 
these days is a little bit more polished.”

Helena said recruiting volunteers had 
become a major challenge.

“When I first started 20-odd years ago, 
we used to have a waiting list for volun-
teers, and practically someone had to 
die before you could get into the store to 
volunteer,” she said.

“I found, after 22 years, the volunteer 
workforce age was beginning to creep up 
– but I did leave with a great team of vol-
unteers and staff, some who have served 
with me for 15 years in that store.

“I have a heart and passion for the 
volunteers, particularly those that come 
to us that perhaps have been unable to 
obtain employment elsewhere.

“It really does give them a sense of 
purpose and fulfillment, and to see those 
people grow has been one of the greatest 
joys of my working life.”

But being part of the Salvos – even the 
store – means dealing with some con-
fronting issues, and people going through 
difficult times.

“I think the most confronting time for 
me was… while I was balancing up the 
till at the end of the day, I had a home-
less man sleeping across the doorway,” 
Helena said.

“I needed to engage the alarm, and I 
actually had to step over him to get out of 
the store.

“I found it a little bit intimidating, 
because it was dark and there was no 
way I could avoid it.

“But I found, when I engaged with 
him, it turned out he was what we call a 
‘blow-in’. He had just blown into town and 
needed somewhere to stay for the night.

“The best I could find him was… a 
couple of blankets.

“At that point it was about five degrees, 
and I was shivering as I got to my car. 
Then I realised that I had never really 
been cold in my life.

“I had left a warm store, got into a 

warm car, and entered a warm house.”
That night she and her husband talked 

about her experience, and it led to the 
Salvation Army’s community services 
group staging events to allow people to 
see what homelessness was all about.

“It was just to educate people that 
homelessness is not always anyone’s 
particular fault and that anyone can fall 
on hard times,” she said.

“But there are other distressing situa-
tions, such as if people come to you, and 
you can’t give them all the help that they 
need.

“Right now we have a rental crisis 
in our community; I can’t find people 
houses.

“The best I can do is point them to 
ac.care (and its) homelessness team, and 
the Salvation Army can offer food parcels 
and pastoral care support.”

Helena said she hopes the new role 
as a community engagement person will 
enable her to get back to a more people-
focused ministry. She hopes to start in 
February.

I didn’t really have a retail 
background as such, but 
I did have a capacity for 
that hard, physical work 
that was needed at  
those times.

FRIDAY NIGHT 
MEAT RAFFLE

WISHING EVERYONE A SAFE AND MERRY 
CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR LUNCH 12pm -2pm 

DINNER 6pm -8pm  
SENIORS, $3 OFF 

MAIN MEAL

13 RAILWAY TERRACE, MORGAN   PH: 8540 2017 FIND US ON FACEBOOK CLOSED CHRISTMAS DAY
WZ10461 

Helen with grandchildren William and Abbie Gardner.

Helen and volunteer Shelby from Novita.
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2 Murtho Rd, Paringa SA 5340
https://www.paringahotel.com.au

P: 8595 5005

and a
Merry Christmas

happy new year! 

24.12   11am to close
25.12   Closed
26.12   11am to close
27.12   11am to close

RZ
11
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Tony, Tania, Caleb &  
Ben wish all clients  
and friends a safe and 
Happy Christmas and  
best wishes for the  
New Year.

We will be closed from 
Friday 23rd December  
and reopening on  
Tuesday 3rd January, 2023

Phone Tony & Tania Klix 8584 7555
Servicing all Riverland areas

LZ14564

Please note that our office will be closed from 3pm Thursday, 
December 22 2022 to Friday, January 6 2023 (inclusive)

(For urgent matters please phone 0419 815 853)

Serving the Riverland and Mallee

42a Bookpurnong Tce, Loxton 
Phone 8584 7003 law@sinochlawyers.com.au

Wishing our 
clients, friends 

and colleagues a 
safe and happy 

festive season  
and a prosperous  

New Year
LZ

14
60
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Local man TOM TRIFONOFF 
has become well known 
across the Riverland since 
the Quarantine Quiz (now just 
The Quiz) was launched in 
The Murray Pioneer during the 
Covid-19 lockdowns. Today 
Tom tells of his recent trip to 
FRANCE and BELGIUM, visit-
ing significant WORLD WAR I 
SITES.

IN September this year, 
with a good friend of mine 
from England, Tim Bryning, I 
embarked on a very special 
journey to France and Belgium 
to visit the memorials and 
grave sites of Australian sol-
diers who fought and paid 
the ultimate sacrifice on the 

Western Front during the 
World War I.

While there were many spe-
cial moments during the week, 
four stand out as being espe-
cially memorable for me.

The first was the honour 
of being able to lay a wreath, 
with the Australian military 
coat of arms in the back-
ground of that wreath, at the 
Menin Gate, during the Last 
Post ceremony in the Belgian 
town of Ypres.

A memorial in the town has 
the names of over 10,000 
soldiers listed as missing dur-
ing World War I, and hence 
have no known grave. This 
ceremony is held every night 
at 8pm, and has been held 
there at the same time since 
September 1944, when the 
town was liberated during the 
World War II.

The ceremony was still per-
formed every night, even dur-
ing the Covid pandemic. I was 
extremely proud to be able to 
perform this task, thanks to 
my friend Tim, who had organ-
ised for me to be able to do 
this.

It was a moving experience 
walking up the steps to the 
memorial, laying the wreath 
and trying to get a perspective 
of the whole solemn occasion. 
It is something I will never 
forget.  

THE second moment was 
meeting an outstanding 
individual named Johan 
Vandewalle from Polygon 
Wood in Belgium.

Johan has created a very 
powerful and moving memo-
rial named Brothers in Arms in 
Polygon Wood. It tells the story 

of two Australian brothers, Jim 
and Jack Hunter, who both 
fought in World War I.

Jack, the older brother, was 
killed near Polygon Wood and 
died in his brother’s arms. Jim 
buried his brother, survived 
the war and returned to 
Australia.

The moment that Jack died 
in his brother’s arms would 
stay with Jim until his own 
death at the age of 86, when 
on his death bed and in the 
last moments of his life he 
called out for his brother, 
uttering the words, “Where is 
Jack? Where is Jack?”.

Johan, an amateur archae-
ologist, found Jack’s remains 
near Polygon Wood in 2006, 
identified by DNA.

To honour the brothers, 
Johan commissioned a monu-
ment to be made. It was built 
in Melbourne, then shipped to 
Polygon Wood, and officially 
opened on September 25, 
2022.

The bronze monument 
depicts the moment Jack 
died in Jim’s arms. This is an 
incredibly powerful and emo-
tional monument.

The memorial also has 
the words to Dire Straits 
lead singer/songwriter Mark 
Knopfler’s song Brothers in 
Arms inscribed on one of the 
walls of the memorial. The 
Brothers in Arms memorial 
has been created to honour all 
brothers, of all nations, who 
served in World War I. It was 
an absolute honour to meet, 
have my picture taken with, 
and to shake the hand of this 
truly amazing man.

A trip to honour those who 
sacrificed everything

Tim, Julie & Staff wish to thank you 
their retail & wholesale customers for 
their valued support during 2022…

We wish you all a Blessed

32 East Terrace, Loxton 
Phone 8584 6663

Closed Public holidays 

Christmas & a Safe 
& Happy New Year.

LZ14559

2 McCoy St, Waikerie 
www.waikeriehotel.com | (08) 8541 2999

TTOO  OOUURR  VVAALLUUEEDD  MMEEMMBBEERRSS  AANNDD  CCUUSSTTOOMMEERRSS..  
TTHHEE  WWAAIIKKEERRIIEE  HHOOTTEELL  TTEEAAMM  WWOOUULLDD  LLIIKKEE  TTOO  
WWIISSHH  YYOOUU  AALLLL  AA  VVEERRYY  MMEERRRRYY  CCHHRRIISSTTMMAASS,,  

GGOOOODD  HHEEAALLTTHH  AANNDD  HHAAPPPPIINNEESSSS  TTHHRROOUUGGHHOOUUTT  TTHHIISS  
FFEESSTTIIVVEE  SSEEAASSOONN  &&    TTHHEE  NNEEWW  YYEEAARR,,  AANNDD  LLOOOOKKIINNGG  

FFOORRWWAARRDD  TTOO  SSEEEEIINNGG  YYOOUU  AALLLL  AAGGAAIINN  IINN  22002233

W
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The UEFA has created a monument at the exact spot where the famous Christmas Truce soccer match took place during World War I.

Laying a wreath at Menin Gate in 

Belgium town of Ypres, where a Last 

Post ceremony is held 365 days a year. 

PHOTOS: supplied

River  Life
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149 DEAN DRIVE BARMERA 
08 8588 2025   |   barmeraclub.com.au

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND  
HAPPY NEW YEAR

OPENING HOURS
CLOSED  25th  and 26th December   |   REOPEN  Tuesday 27th December

BZ11941

20 Crawford Terrace, Berri SA 5343 | Phone 8582 2796
Business as usual from Tuesday 3rd

Tankard Dental Riverland would like to wish the Riverland 
Community a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

BZ
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DATE
Sunday 25th CLOSED - XMAS DAY

CLOSED - BOXING DAY

8:30am - 1pm

CLOSED PUBLIC HOLIDAY

CLOSED PUBLIC HOLIDAY

Monday 26th

Tuesday 27th 
Wednesday 28th

Thursday 29th

Friday 30th

Saturday 31st

BERRI LOXTON WAIKERIE

8:30-5pm

Monday 2nd

CLOSED
CLOSED

CLOSED
CLOSED8:30-5pm

CLOSED CLOSED8:30-5pm

(08) 8588 2363
20 Barwell Ave,Barmera
alliancepharmacy.com.au

Wishing Everyone
A

And a Happy New Year!
Merry Christmas

Saturday 24.12.22 9:00am-12:00pm
CLOSED
CLOSED
CLOSED

CLOSED
CLOSED

Sunday 25.12.22
Monday 26.12.22
Tuesday 27.12.22

Wednesday 28.12.22
Thursday 29.12.22

Sunday 1.1.23

Friday 30.12.22

Monday 2.1.23

Saturday 31.12.22

Tuesday 3.1.23

9:00am-5:30pm

9:00am-5:30pm

9:00am-5:30pm
9:00am-5:30pm

9:00am-12:00pm

COME VISIT US DURING OUR CHRISTMAS 
OPENING HOURS

15 - 19 Drabsch Street, Loxton 
8584 6954

Season’s Greetings to the  
wonderful RIverland community.

Thank you for all your support during 
2022.

We are taking a break from:

2pm  Thursday 22nd December 2022 to  

9am Tuesday 10th January 2023

Best wishes for a happy,  
healthy and safe 2023!

LZ14558

S U M M E R  H O L I D A Y  &  C H R I S T M A S  G R E E T I N G S  L I F T O U T 

THE third moment was visiting 
the war graves and memorial 
at Villiers Bretonneux in 
France.

It is a memorial that some 
Australians may have heard 
of and be familiar with. It hon-
ours the Australian soldiers 
who paid the ultimate sacrifice 
near the Somme in France.

It does not glorify war at 
all, but in a very powerful way 
honours those who gave their 
lives during World War I.

Part of the memorial 
there is the Sir John Monash 
Centre, which is an outstand-
ing museum detailing the full 
Australian involvement on the 
Western Front during the war. 
Quite simply, it is a museum 
every Australian needs to visit 
when they travel to France, 

and in their own way pay their 
respects and honour our sol-
diers’ bravery in horrific condi-
tions in the hell known as the 
Western Front.

THE final moment does not 
involve Australian soldiers 
but shows the human spirit in 
times of battle.

In December 1914, in the 
first months of World War I, 
the soldiers on the Western 
Front stopped fighting, walked 
over to the enemy’s side, 
exchanged small gifts, sang 
Christmas carols, and made 
arrangements to bring recently 
killed soldiers back behind the 
lines. Joint services were held 
for the fallen.

The soldiers even played 
an improvised game of soccer 

in No Man’s Land, the area 
between the two frontline 
trenches.

This became known as the 
Christmas Truce and was a 
powerful moment in the minds 
of the ordinary soldiers. When 
the generals from both sides 
learnt of this, they were horri-
fied and ordered the soldiers 
to resume fighting.

To honour the soccer match, 
UEFA has created a monu-
ment at the exact area the 
match took place in December 
1914. Even though the “truce” 
was short-lived, it showed the 
human spirit at its finest. 

WHILE there were many other 
special moments during the 
week that Tim and I saw and 
visited, these four for me will 

live with me forever.
Even Tim was able to pay 

his respects to a soldier from 
Nottingham, the city where he 
lives. That soldier was Captain 
Albert Ball VC, who was an 
incredibly brave flyer and was 
respected by the enemy. He 
died at the age of 20 and is 
buried in the German exten-
sion of a French cemetery. The 
Germans honoured him with a 
full military funeral.

All these sites, memorials 
and monuments are very pow-
erful and emotional.

I am so grateful that I went 
and was able to, in my very 
small way, honour the soldiers 
that fought and ultimately 
died in the horror that was the 
Western Front in World War I.

The Brothers in Arms monument, which tells 
the moving story of two Australian brothers 

who fought in World War I.

Riverland man 
Tom Trifonoff 

(right) with 
Belgian man 

Johan Vandewalle, 
who created the 

Brothers in Arms 
monument.
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K.C. & R.J. STEINERTK.C. & R.J. STEINERT
PTY LTDPTY LTD

Kevan, Rose and staff wish all of their valued customers Kevan, Rose and staff wish all of their valued customers 
a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Yeara very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

PO Box 195, Paringa SA 5340    |     admin@steinerttransport.com.auBULK/BIN | SPECIALISING IN CITRUS AND ALMONDS

PARINGA
Office 8595 5063

Nigel: 0418 839296
Kevan: 0417 481 007

CHEP DEPOT AT  
LOT 2 LINDSAY POINT ROAD

Paringa

RZ11873

River Life

December 7, 2022

August 3, 2022

April 6, 2022

November 16, 2022

July 13, 2022

March 9, 2022

October 26, 2022

June 15, 2022

February 16, 2022

September 21, 2022

May 25, 2022

January 26, 2022

Front and back pages 2022
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Bookpurnong Terrace, Loxton

Phone 
8584 6062 

email: munnsautomarine@bigpond.com

Closing the 23rd and  
reopening 9th January, 2023

Steve, Joy, Jarrod and families 
extend Christmas Greetings 

to all their valued clients and friends

MUNN’S AUTO & 
MARINE SERVICES

     

LZ
14

56
0

We will be closed from  
12pm Friday, December 23rd, 
2022 and will reopen 8.30am 
Monday, January 9th, 2023.

Riverland Treated Pine 
would like to wish all 
their valued customers 
a Happy Christmas 
and we look forward  
to seeing you  
again in 2023. 

236 Balfour Ogilvy Ave.

Loxton North
8584 1282

LZ14567

Barwell Ave, Barmera | 8588 2277
4 McCoy Street, Waikerie  | 8541 2211

7am till 8pm  
every day excluding 

Christmas Day

Open 7
days

B
Z
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01

1

MERRY
CHRISTMAS & 

HAPPY NEW YEARA

Office closed 23rd Dec and re open 9th January

Happy Holidays from the G.J Gardner Team

RZ11884

S U M M E R  H O L I D A Y  &  C H R I S T M A S  G R E E T I N G S  L I F T O U T 

January 26, 2022 February 23, 2022 March 2, 2022

May 4, 2022 May 25, 2022 June 22, 2022

August 3, 2022 August 17, 2022 August 31, 2022

November 16, 2022 November 23, 2022 November 30, 2022
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Riverland

RESIDENTIAL - RURAL - COMMERCIAL - PROPERTY MANAGEMENT REAL ESTATE

Tarque Williamson
Sales Consultant
0455 505 788
tarque.williamson@nh.com.au

Property Management
0482 037 468

pm.riverland@nutrien.com.au

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas & Safe New Year
RLA102485

Christmas
Merry

AND A SAFE  

      PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR!

To all our grower partners  
and our loyal customers, 

 we wish you a

LZ14565

River Life

The Waikerie Singers were formed in October and started performing in public ahead of Christmas.

CHRISTINE WEBSTER
A GROUP of 18 singers 
– only formed in 
October – has been 
spreading Christmas 
cheer across Riverland 
West.

Waikerie Mixed 

Probus Club member 
and experienced 
singing ‘leader’ 
Peter Yelland helped 
establish the Waikerie 
Singers, formed to 
honour the wishes of 
the late Fred King, a 
fellow club member.

All aged over 50, 
the singers meet each 
Monday night to prac-
tise and experiment.

“Most sessions we 
probably get up to 18 
members,” he said.

“We already have 
some people saying 

they will attend next 
year, so hopefully we 
will get a few more.” 

The Waikerie 
Singers’ first public 
performance earlier 
this month was out-
side Woolworths at 
Waikerie, while they 

also wowed the crowd 
at the town’s recent 
Carols by Candlelight 
event.

Mr Yelland attributed 
the choir’s success 
to the enjoyment they 
take from entertaining 
others.

He said the group 
has become better 
each time they sing.

“If you enjoy what 
you are doing, it goes a 
lot better,” Mr Yelland 
said.

“That makes a lot of 
difference.”

Waikerie Singers a highlight ahead of Christmas
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Income Protection Insurance
Death and Total Disability Insurance

Trauma Insurance
Business Continuation
Keyperson Insurance

Self Managed Superannuation

Phone: 0411 595 890 
Email: rogerg@gowestfg.com.au

www.riverlandinsurancespecialist.com

Roger Gow and Go West Financial Group Pty Ltd
Are authorised representatives of Millennium 3 AFSL 244252

Roger Gow
"Your riverland
insurance specialist"

Phone 8584 3215 or Mobile 0411 595 890
Email: roger@riverlandinsurance.com.au

Roger Gow and Riverland Insurance Specialists Pty Ltd are authorised  
representatives of InterPrac Financial Planning Pty Ltd (AFSL 246638)

• Income Protection Insurance
• Death and Total Disability Insurance
• Trauma Insurance
• Business Continuation
• Keyperson Insurance

Roger Gow
“Your Riverland insurance specialist”

Wishing everyone a 
Merry Christmas and 
safe and happy 2023

LZ
14
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Country Music Pics
MY KIND OF COUNTRY columnist and photographer ROBYN McINTOSH has compiled 

her annual country music Christmas photos column for The Murray Pioneer.

The Sullivan family, Belinda, KJ, Kevin, and at front Cha-Cha and Jet, at the Mildura Wentworth festival. Belinda is the wife of Kevin, and tour manager of the band The Sulli-vans.

Bush balladeers Ged and Trudy 

Hintz in the Mildura City Heart in 

September.

This has been a year of mixed emotions for Troy Cassar-Daley, including the sudden loss of his mother, Irene Daley. This is a flashback to the release of his album, in 1997.

Dianne Lindsay, Chad Morgan and Peter Simpson at Tamworth Festival in April.

Former South Aussie entertainer Lance Birrell and wife Mel taking time out during the Sunraysia festival in September.

Promotor of the Mildura Wentworth Country Music 

Festival, David Storer, chats with entertainer 

Andrew Swift at the festival’s closing concert.

Riverland residents Marie and Ron Drewett 

with South Aussie entertainer Dave Prior 

at the Coomealla Club in September. 

Ron and Judy Collingburn with NSW entertainer Col Thomson (centre). Ron and Judy run the product table at the Sunraysia based festival.

Anna Rose and Graham Connors were pleased to catch up at the Tamworth Country Music Festival in April.

Entertainers Wayne Horsburgh, Jarrod Shaw 

and Rodney Vincent with Kevin Walsh of Good 

Morning Country at the Coomealla Club in 

September.

Popular Victorian entertainer, 

Ian Castles, one of our most 

professional singers, passed 

away on October 16.

ROB MAC’S

After Hours Electrical | Mob: 0499 856 007

FOR EMERGENCIES

24 hour emergency call outs available over break

OFFICE HOURS 8am - 4pm

CLOSING 3pm on 23rd Dec

Wishing all our customers a Merry 
Christmas and a Prosperous New Year.   

We are looking forward to your  
continued support in 2023 rz
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RZ11883

CLOSED on public holidays

8586 6008
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2 Bookpurnong Road, Loxton

PHONE 8584 7505

would like to thank all of our  
customers for their support in 2022.

We wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Safe New Year

Quality &
Professional
Service to

Riverland &
Mallee 

Customers

Repairer for all insurance companies:
• Private and insurance work • Major and minor body repairs 

 • Collection and delivery service • Courtesy vehicles
• Prompt, efficient and quality workmanship • Windscreen replacements

• Interior and exterior detailing • Restoration work

24 HOUR TOWING

LZ
14

56
3

James, Anika and Shane would like to thank all their 
customers for their support throughout the year.

259 Ral Ral Avenue, Renmark | Phone 8586 4000 

CCHHRRIISSTTMMAASS  TTRRAADDIINNGG  HHOOUURRSS
CClloosseedd  ffrroomm  2233rrdd  DDeecceemmbbeerr,,  22002222  aanndd  rree--ooppeenniinngg  oonn  

MMoonnddaayy  99tthh  JJaannuuaarryy,,  22002233  aatt  88..3300aamm

‘meeting you by accident’

RZ11885

HUGH SCHUITEMAKER 
A DISPLAY of co-operation between a 
local museum and farming business has 
typified the Riverland’s response to the 
current flood. 

The Renmark Paringa Community 
Museum was earlier this month forced to 
close due to the Murray River flood event, 

with local workers from Aroona Farms 
recently helping the museum’s team 
of volunteers to move its exhibits onto 
higher ground. 

Museum chairman Wayne Howell said 
it was crucial to avoid any water damage 
to the historic tractor equipment. 

“The council came in and had a look at 

it, and decided they would put in a levee 
bank,” Mr Howell said.

“We’ve had to move a fair bit of our 
equipment and had to make a 6m path 
for them to build the levee. 

“We moved all our stationary engines 
out and up to the highest point.” 

Mr Howell said support from local vol-
unteers illustrated the co-operation of 
Riverland communities during emergency 
situations. 

“I come from the city and I wondered 
if we would have gotten the same 
response,” he said.

“We put a message up on Facebook 
and then ended up having to say we had 
enough.

“Everybody really stepped up.” 
Aroona Farms orchard manager Kelvin 

Trezise said staff members were eager 
to assist the museum’s volunteers in 
moving large tractors and engines. 

“We basically thought ‘it’s here and it’s 
local’,” Mr Trezise said. 

“We’re a male-dominated workforce so 
it matched. Generally these places are 
full of older volunteers, and we’ve got a 

lot of young blokes that can lift and carry. 
“We thought it was something they 

needed doing... and we’re willing to help. 
“It would be a shame if anything was 

lost.” 
Mr Howell expected a recently con-

structed levee bank would allow the 
museum to reopen once exhibits could be 
moved back in place. 

“(Recovery) will take a lot longer,” said. 
“We’ve organised to put plastic over 

our engines, but that will be the last thing 
we do. 

“(Council) recommended we leave the 
levee bank up this year and cut a small 
path through the river once it drops... 
then, if we feel comfortable, to start slow-
ing moving things back. 

“If the levee bank holds, it’s just a mat-
ter of slowly moving stuff back.” 

Mr Howell said the flood event had pro-
vided unexpected experiences in his role 
as museum chairman. 

“We’re preparing for the worst and hop-
ing for the best,” he said. 

“It’s not exactly what I signed up for.” 

57 Renmark Ave, Renmark  |  admin@riverlandagri.com

PH: 8586 6136
ALLAN: 0499 980 148   |  MECHANIC: 0455 038 686

MERRY CHRISTMAS
We would like to thank you for your continued support throughout 2022

Please note that we 
will be closed from

Saturday 24th of     
December and  

re-open on  
Tuesday 3rd of  
January, 2023

River Life

Riverland unites to protect farming history 

Wayne Howell 
says support 
from volunteers 
illustrates the 
co-operation 
of Riverland 
communities 
during 
emergency 
situations.
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www.illalangi.com.au | 0427 419 037
Shop Local SA - https://shoplocalsa.com.au/illalangi-gourmet-foods/

We are closed  

25th & 26th Dec  

and 1st Jan  

otherwise open for 

Gourmet Goodies 

10am-4pm. 
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HUNDREDS of entries were received from 
across the electorate for federal MP Tony 
Pasin’s annual Barker Christmas Card 
competition.

Students from years 1 to 5 were invited 
to submit artwork that represented 
Christmas in their region.

“Yet again we’ve had a fantastic 
response, with outstanding entries com-
ing in from across the electorate,” Mr 
Pasin said. 

“Congratulations to all those students 
who took the time to create artwork that 
demonstrated what Christmas means to 
them, in their unique region of our great 
state,” said Mr Pasin. 

Four entries were selected by Mr Pasin 
to feature on his 2022 Christmas Cards, 
one from each region of the Barker 
electorate: Barossa, Limestone Coast, 
Riverland and Murray Mallee.

An artwork by Riverland Special School 
year 4 student Tahlia was chosen by Mr 
Pasin to appear on the card to represent 
the Riverland.

Mr Pasin visited the school recently to 
congratulate Tahlia and present her with 
her prize. 

“It’s really great to see such a festive 
spirit in the community at this time of 
year,” Mr Pasin said. “Especially amongst 
children.”

Tahlia holds all the 
(Christmas) cards

Barker MP presents Riverland Special School student Tahlia with her prize for being one of four 
winners of his annual Christmas Card competition. PHOTO: supplied

Wishing you a blessed Christmas 
and a safe and prosperous 2023.

 Shop 5, Murray Bridge Green, Riverview Road, Murray Bridge SA 5253    8531 2466 

 tony.pasin.mp@aph.gov.au    tonypasin.com    TonyPasinMPFEDERAL MEMBER FOR BARKER
TONY PASIN MP

Authorised by Tony Pasin MP, Liberal Party of Australia, Shop 5, Murray Bridge Green, Riverview Rd, Murray Bridge SA 5253.

It’s really great to see 
such a festive spirit in 
the community at this 
time of year. Tony Pasin

Scan the code 

to see what's
happening!

Lots of things to do for children and
families in the Berri Barmera Council

area these School Holidays 

Available from 12 December  2022
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Merry Christmas all our  
wonderful customers. 

Thanks for your support in 2022.

Christmas Hours 
Closed from the 23rd of December, 2022

Opening on the 9th of January, 2023

AUTO ELECTRICAL & MECHANICAL REPAIRS

Riedel Lane, 14th Street,  
Renmark SA 5341

Phone: 8586 4411
RZ11260-v6

Phone: 1300 622  200
163 Fifteenth St, Renmark SA 5341

https://www.mcfg.com.au

Closing at 5pm on the  
20th of December and  
re-opening at 9am on  

Tuesday the 3rd of January.

We wish everyone  
a safe and happy  

christmas

RZ11874
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Michael and the team at 
Riverland Commercial Lawyers  

thank their clients for their 
support and wish everyone 

a joyous holiday season 
and a prosperous New Year

We look forward to assisting you with 
 all your legal and conveyancing  
requirements in the New Year.

Closing at 5pm, Thursday, 22nd of December 
2022 and reopening at 9am on  
Monday, 9th of January 2023.

161 Renmark Avenue,  
Renmark SA 5341

 T 8303 9188

Commercial & Business Law
Conveyancing, Leases &  Property Law

Wills, Probate & Estate Planning

michael@rivcl.com.au
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WAIKERIE LUTHERAN 
PRIMARY SCHOOL

THE STAFF AND STUDENTS  
WOULD LIKE TO WISH 
EVERYONE A SAFE AND 
BLESSED CHRISTMAS.

 (08) 8541 2344
www.wlps.sa.edu.au

Love Justice Integrity
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BEN LENNON
GRANT Schwartzkopff’s name has 
become synonymous with Riverland 
sport over the course of the past 
decade. 

You’d be hard pressed to find 
somebody who hasn’t come across 
him at a local oval, court or gymna-
sium since he started taking photos 
back in 2010. 

Now, he has put his name to his 
art in the form of a book entitled 
Football Flashbacks, immortalising 
the legends of Riverland footy during 
his time behind the lens. 

“I always wanted to put a book 
together of my best photos but, when 
I went through them all, there’s so 
many,” he said. 

“I couldn’t pick out the best 100 or 
200, so I just picked personal favour-
ites. 

“It was going to be a book just for 
me and for my own sake, but the 
more I thought about it and the more 
I liked the photos, I thought maybe I 
should share it with other people.

“I scanned through and selected 
about 1000 photos. Then I went 
through and started culling until I got 
down to about 500, and then I went a 
bit harder.”

The end product is a paperback 
book choc-full of Riverland football 
memories, with each holding a 

unique meaning to Grant.
“Some of them are special in 

regards to the context of the game,” 
he said. 

“One of them is (Waikerie’s) Daniel 
Nobes kicking his 100th goal for the 
second time.

“I saw him before the game and 
I said to him ‘when you kick your 
100th, I’m going to be over here, so I 
want you to look at me’, because he 
always did his signature celebration. 

“Sure enough, I was in the top 
pocket at Waikerie when he kicked 
the goal. He immediately turned 
straight to where I was and I got the 
photo, exactly the way I wanted.”

Grant’s day doesn’t begin and end 
behind the lens, with travel time and 
photo editing often seeing him finish 
up for the day well after midnight. 

His schedule requires meticulous 
planning, with his duties often begin-
ning on the Thursday the week before 
when he maps out his weekend. 

“Especially with footy, if there’s a 
game at Renmark I’ll start there 
with the under 13s, then the 
15s and the 18s and I’ll get 
the first quarter of the A 
grade,” he explained. 

“Then maybe I’ll 
drive to Berri and 
I’ll know it’s going 
to take me 20 
minutes. 

More than a game

River Life
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Wishing all of our customers  
a very Merry Christmas and  
a Happy & Safe New Year 
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AGRICULTURAL REPAIRS      METAL FABRICATION      MACHINING      STEEL SALES

● Genuine & after market parts 
● Full Servicing, 24 hour call out 
● Machining & Welding Services 

● Hydraulic & General Engineering Services  
● Supplying Shell Oil & Lubricants

● Supplying Bearings and Power Transmission
● Steel Sales ● Fasteners  

● Now a BARE-CO Stockist

GREGOIRE/VINESTAR/URM/LEDA 
GRAPE HARVESTERS

SUPPLYING COLLARD GREEN 
TRIMMERS AND PRUNERS 

487 Old Sturt Highway, Glossop
David: 0408 837 370  /  Kyle 0415 651 686

OPENING HOURS
Mon to Fri: 8am – 4.30pm
Saturday: By Appointment!
Available After Hours!

steve@stevesdentureclinic.com.au

MOBILE: 0426 950 334
3 Barwell Avenue, Barmera

PH: (08) 8501 1187

SAME DAY  
Relines & Repairs

Providing  
relines and 

repairs same 
day, full and 

partial dentures, 
chrome dentures 

and sports 
mouthguards.

Terms and Conditions Apply

BZ11415-V13

FESTIVE SEASON HOURS
CLOSED: 28th, 29th, 30th and Public 

Holidays. Business as usual from 3rd January

Tracey wishes to thank 
all Riverland clients and 

wish everyone a

Shop 4, 6 Edward Street, Loxton  | 0466 897 115

CALL IN AND SEE US

WEDNESDAYS, THURSDAYS AND  
FRIDAYS OR BY APPOINTMENTOPEN

Safe and  
Happy 

Christmas  
and best  

wishes for  
2023.

We advise that we will be 
closed Saturday, Dec 24 

& re-opening Wednesday, 
January 11, 2023.

In emergencies please  
call 0466 897 115
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S U M M E R  H O L I D A Y  &  C H R I S T M A S  G R E E T I N G S  L I F T O U T 

FESTIVE SEASON
CLOSURE DATES

Closed from 5pm Tuesday 
20th December until 9am 
January 9th

Make an 
appointment with 

us at shop 1/12 
Denny Street, Berri

ph. 0419 835 293

elyssa@
ekmaccounting.com.au

Wishing all my clients, friends, 
& family a safe,

Christmas
Merry

&

New Year
a Happy
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“I get to Berri, do a quarter of that 
game and then work out if I can duck 
down to Barmera, Loxton, Loxton North or 
even the Independents, so it’s a real jug-
gling act. 

“Nowadays I stay and do the women’s 
footy as well, so I try and get home at 
around 7pm, but I’ll be up until midnight 
or 1am getting those photos done.”

Most of his photos are available online 
free of charge, and his work with The 
Murray Pioneer is voluntary – Grant never 
asks for a cent. 

Grant’s pictures are a regular feature 
in The Pioneer, with a crisp action shot 
often gracing the sport section or, more 
recently, a drone shot of the Riverland in 
the midst of a major flood event in the 
news pages. 

“I do feel a bit of a sense of responsibil-
ity,” he said. 

“I have this sense that, and it’s going to 
sound strange, but I don’t like to let peo-
ple down. 

“I have no obligation to The Pioneer, 
but I feel like I do, because I want to help.

“It promotes sports, promotes the 

people that are playing and brings people 
together simply because of the fact that 
when people see the photo in the paper, 
they can identify with that person. 

“If I just have the photos and put them 
up on Facebook, that’s one little aspect 
but it’s limited to those people, whereas 
the paper is different. 

“I’m a believer in books and I think 
people appreciate something they can 
hold and look at as opposed to just social 
media.”

‘Swatty’ admits that each year feels 
like it might be his last in the game, with 
the workload often taking its toll, but the 
community-driven photographer keeps 
coming back for more. 

The Paringa-based 66-year-old believes 
as much as he has given to the communi-
ty, taking photos for the region has given 
him just as much in return.

“If you’d known me 15 years ago… I 
would not be here doing this,” he said. 

“I would’ve been at home and I 
wouldn’t have been going out anywhere.

“Shy doesn’t quite seem like the right 
word, and not insecure.

“But just not very outgoing. 
“I started taking photos and it just 

developed. I’ve met so many great sport-
ing people from the Riverland and it’s 
been absolutely incredible.

“You’ve got no idea of what it has 
brought to me and it’s really quite amaz-
ing.

“It’s given me more confidence and just 
the fact that I can go and talk to some of 
these elite sportspeople…

“We’ve developed a good camaraderie 
I suppose and it’s great.

“The other side of it is, what else would 
I be doing? That’s not why I do it, but I 
don’t want to sit at home and do nothing. 
I’ve met so many people and it’s been 
phenomenal. 

“Taking photos has been a lifeline for 
me. It started just after my wife died, so 
it’s definitely been a lifeline and it gave 
me an outlet. 

“I would hate to think what I would do if 
I hadn’t started taking photos.”

To purchase Grant’s book, contact him 
via Facebook or his website (https://
gswatty.smugmug.com/).

I’ve met so many great 
sporting people from 
the Riverland and 
it’s been absolutely 
incredible.

Daniel Nobes after kicking his 100th goal in the 2018 RFL 

season. Grant had organised with Nobes pre-game that the 

superstar forward would look for Grant in the crowd so the local 

photographer could capture the moment perfectly.  

PHOTO: Grant Schwartzkopff
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Merry Christmas and  
a Happy New Year!

The Renmark Club will be 
closed Christmas Day

Phone 8586 6611 
Murray Avenue, Renmark  |  www.renmarkclub.com.au
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Please check our social media or website for flood updates or implications to trade

Book now for  
new year’s eve!

Merry Christmas 
 to all our  

valued customers  
and members!

Open Christmas Day
9am - 11am

Dinner: Wednesday - Saturday 6-8pm
Lunch: Friday & Saturday 12-2pm
Brunch: Sundays 10-2pm 8583 5343

BZ12004

CHRISTMAS & 
HAPPY NEWA

We are closed from 
2pm 22/12/2022 and 

will re-open 09/01/2023

YEAR!

MERRY
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River Life

JOSH BRINE
JUST over 70 years since leaving Scotland 
to find a better life in Australia, the 
Benson sisters say they are grateful for 
the kindness and support they were 
shown by the Riverland community.

In 1952, Margaret, 15, Georgie, 12, 
Marie, 8, and Jean Benson, 6, and their 
parents William George and Helen, left 
their village of Renton and travelled to 
Southampton, then sailed to Melbourne 
before journeying on to Renmark.

Margaret, now Evans, said the 
United Kingdom was left economically 
depressed after World War II, with many 
Scots emigrating to Australia, New 
Zealand, the US and Canada.

“All we could remember and all of our 
time in primary school was in war times 

with air raids and the rest of it,” she said.
“Georgie and I are lucky we’re still here 

because one night a bomb did fall not far 
from our house and demolished a cotton 
dye works.

“My father was demobbed from the 
army (after World War II) having been in 
the regular army for six years, and he was 
a Dunkirk war veteran.

“We lived upstairs and had neighbours 
downstairs and they decided to emigrate 
to Melbourne. 

“I don’t know whether that is what 
motivated my father into doing something 
about it but he had to persuade my moth-
er, who didn’t want to leave.

“She used to get pneumonia and pleu-
risy and the doctors warned my dad she 
had to get to dry climate or she could end 
up with tuberculosis.”

Eventually the decision was made 
to emigrate, with the Salvation Army 
sponsoring the family. The 30-member 
Renmark corps and Captain Norman 
Reeve organised accommodation for 
them and work for Mr Benson.

“We were told we weren’t to cry when 
we said goodbye to our grandmother,” 
Marie said.

“But, of course, I started everyone 
bawling.”

The journey from Southampton to 
Australia took four weeks aboard the SS 
New Australia, and was anything but a 
smooth ride for the family.

“On the boat it was fun when we 
weren’t sick,” Marie said.

“We were told Australia was this big 
place with sunshine and big lakes and all 
these kangaroos roaming around.

“It’s hard to describe how we felt – to 
me it was an adventure.”

Margaret recalled several dramatic 
moments from the trip.

“In the Indian Ocean we got the tail end 
of a typhoon, and although it’s a big liner 
we got knocked around a bit,” she said.

“Coming through the Suez Canal we 
knew there was trouble because we 
weren’t allowed ashore. 

“There were guards or soldiers with 
their guns at the ready all along the 
bank.”

The family arrived in Melbourne at the 
end of August 1952.

“We came on a passenger train to 
Mildura and then the Salvation Army 
picked us up (to travel to Renmark),” 
Marie said.

“The Salvation Army put on such 

From Scotland to Renmark, the 
Bensons celebrate 70 years

Georgie Fernandez, Marie Benson and Margaret Evans catching up earlier this year. 

The trio, along with sister Jean, celebrated 70 years since moving to the Riverland 

from Scotland. PHOTOS: supplied
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We would like to thank all of our clients for  
their ongoing support in 2022 and we look  

forward to seeing you all in 2023.

Our office will be closed Thursday 22nd  
December 2022 at 3pm and reopen  
Monday 9th January 2023 at 9am.

Phone 8586 6982 | 130 Renmark Avenue, Renmark
admin@caseypestcontrol.com.au RZ

11
88

2

Closed from 12noon, Friday, December 23  
and reopening  Monday, January 9, 2023.

P : (08) 8586 8080
E : sales@jcirving.com.au

We would like to thank all our valued  
customers for your support in 2022 and look 

forward to working with you in 2023.

FO
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S U M M E R  H O L I D A Y  &  C H R I S T M A S  G R E E T I N G S  L I F T O U T 

an incredible spread for us when we 
arrived.”

The family had some teething issues 
when they first moved to the region, 
settling on a fruit block on Tapalin 
Street, in Renmark.

“My mother was told she was coming 
to a five-room house and we got out and 
it was the most basic picker’s quarters 
you could ever find,” Margaret said.

“She ended up going (to Adelaide)… 
but Dad wouldn’t go.

“When we came to Australia, there 
was supposed to be a bus driver job 
waiting for my dad. But they didn’t allow 
for the fact we were on a ship for four 
weeks and they couldn’t hold the job, so 
they gave it to someone else. 

“When he got here they gave him a 
job with the Renmark Irrigation Trust 
digging trenches, but he’d never done 
manual labour in his life and with all the 
heat it was just terrible. 

“He ended up giving that away and 
getting a job as the cleaner at the 
school.”

The family did eventually settle in the 
Riverland. Margaret, who moved to Berri 
to pursue nursing a few months after 
emigrating, eventually served as Berri 
and later Berri Barmera mayor for 27 
years – the longest service of a female 
mayor in Australian history at the time of 
her retirement.

Margaret, Marie and Georgie 

(now Fernandez) attended a ‘Back 
to Renmark’ event organised by the 
Salvation Army Riverland Corps earlier 
this year for members of the former 
Renmark corps.

Margaret spoke at the luncheon, 
with a service also held as part of the 
celebrations.

Three of the sisters, Margaret, Marie 
and Jean, live in the Riverland, while 
Georgie lives in Adelaide.

All we could 
remember and all of 
our time in primary 
school was in war 
times with air raids 
and the rest of it...

The Benson family, with friends, shortly after arriving in Renmark in 1952.

A letter to William George Benson from the Salvation Army detailing the plans for the family after arriving in Australia.
Margaret Evans
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A big thank you to our  
advertisers and readers.  

Best  wishes  for  Christmas  and  the  New  Year

Administration: Irene Frangoulis, Liz Graham, Ben Taylor 

(managing director), Sally Giles (group administration 

manager) and Brianna John.

Printing team: Luke Farrent, Michael Wickham 

and Barry Drogemuller (print manager).
Graphic design: Tilly Cullen,  

Kirsty Frahn (department supervisor)  
and Jake Millar.

Advertising sales team: Caitlin Bruce, Glenda Malinovski (advertising sales manager)  and Elise Christopher.

Editorial team: Deirdre Graham, Paul Mitchell (group editor), Alexandra Bull, Josh Brine, Hugh Schuitemaker, Ben Lennon and Elyse Armanini.

CLOSING HOURS
The Murray Pioneer Renmark office will close from 4pm, Wednesday, December 21 

and will reopen on Tuesday, January 3, 2023.
*Loxton office will close at 2pm, Monday, December 19 and reopen on Monday, January 9, 2022.

*Waikerie office will close at 2pm, Tuesday, December 20 and reopen on Tuesday, January 3, 2022.

Last issue of The Murray Pioneer for 2022 will be published on Wednesday, December 21.  
First issue for 2023 will be Wednesday, January 4.

There will be no publication on Wednesday, December 28, 2022.

For bookings and inquires, emails will be monitored. 
ads@murraypioneer.com.au     or    editor@murraypioneer.com.au     |   8586 8000

Classified booking deadline 10am, Tuesday, January 3, 2023.
FO22452
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